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INTRODUCTION 


The Damascus Chronicle 

The absence of contemporary Arabic records of 
the First Crusade and its immediate sequel has 
been generally remarked by historians, though it 
is recognized that Ibn al-Athir and the subsequent 
Arabic -compilers must have utilized contemporary 
materials for their work. Some years ago, how¬ 
ever, one of the Arabic manuscripts preserved in 
the Bodleian Library (Hunt. 125) was found to 
contain the supposedly lost “ Continuation of the 
Chronicle of Damascus ” of Ibn al-Qalanisi, a 
work which is frequently quoted by later writers, 
but which was thought to deal with a period 
posterior to the Second Crusade. Examination of 
the manuscript showed that more than two-thirds 
of the book was devoted to the history of the first 
sixty years of the Crusades, and the late H. F. 
Amedroz, recognizing its importance, edited and 
published the text in 1908, together with a 
nummary of contents, notes, and extracts from 
other unpublished sources. Owing to lack of a 
translation the recovery of this chronicle seems to 
have passed unnoticed by European historians, 
and the extracts contained in the present volume 
constitute the first attempt to make it accessible 
to Western scholarship. 
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THE DAMASCUS CHRONI 

author of the “ Damascus Chroni 
scarcely anything can be gathered from the a 
itself. Fortunately, however, brief but sufficient 
particulars of his life are to be found both in the 
biographical dictionary of famous men of Damas¬ 
cus compiled by his younger contemporary Ibn 
' Asakir, and in the pages of several later historians, 
thanks to their pious custom of closing the annals 
of each year with short obituaries of notable men 
deceased in its course. 

Hamza son of Asad, known as Abu Ya‘.la, 
belonged to an old-established and respected family 
of Damascus, which boasted descent from the 
Arab tribe of Tairurn and bore the surname of 
al-QalanisI (“ the Hatter ”). Like most upper- 
class citizens, he was well educated in literature, 
theology and law, and went into public service as 
a secretary in the Correspondence Bureau dr 
Chancery (Diwan al-Rasa’il), of which, apparently, 
he rose to be head (‘amid). In addition, he twice 
held the highest civil office in the city, that of 
ni’is or Mayor, though the exact functions attached 
to this office are not quite clear to us. The same 
post was held also by his nephew in later years 
(A.H. 548 ; Arabic text p. 325). He died on 
Friday 7th First Rabi' 555 (r8th March, 1160), 
over ninety years of age, his elder brother 
Muhammad having predeceased him in January, 
1x45 at the age of eighty-four (both, of course, 
reckoned in lunar years). He was therefore, 
already of mature age when the First Crusade 
burst upon Syria and though he does not appear 
to have taken any part in the actual fighting, his 
Chronicle is of exceptional interest as presenting a 
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'■> blffitemporary account of the fortunes of the 
Crusaders, in so far as they were known at Damas¬ 
cus, from the beginning of the Crusades down to 
the year of his death. 

Apart from his poems, many of which he quotes, 
the Chronicle seems to be the only literary work 
undertaken by Ibn ai-Qalanisi. The composition 
and title of the book, ‘‘Continuation of the 
Chronicle of Damascus ” (Dkail or Mudhayyal 
Ta’rtkh Dimashq), show that it was intended as a 
supplement to an earlier Chronicle, the work of 
the famous historian Hilal b. al-Muhassin al-Sabi’, 
from the point where it was interrupted by the 
death of its author in A.H. 448 (1056). On the 
other hand, whereas Hilal’s Chronicle was universal 
in its scope, Ibn al-Qalanisx's continuation (to¬ 
gether with the extracts from the earlier work 
which he prefaced to it) is centred on the city of 
Damascus and treats only incidentally of events 
in other regions. 

It was, in all probability, the facilities offered 
to him by his official connections which led him to 
this undertaking, since the entire period with 
which he deals was covered by the lives of his 
father and himself. The information which he 
gives is derived from oral and written reports, 
sometimes taken down from the lips of actual 
participants. It is perhaps remarkable that he 
should so seldom quote documents, though many 
of his narratives doubtless give the gist of docu¬ 
mentary materials. Most of them were apparently 
written down at the time when they were received 
and subjected to revision afterwards, as is evident 
from many indications in the text, such as the 
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•quent use ol the present tense, especially in the 
later sections. One obvious advantage of his 
work in consequence is the accuracy of his chron¬ 
ology of events. For the rest, he himself explains 
his methods of compilation in an excursus under 
date A.H. 540 (Arabic text p. 283): 

I have completed the narrative of events set forth in 
this chronicle, and 1 have arranged them in order and 
taken precautions against error and rashness of judgment 
and careless slips in the materials which I have trans¬ 
cribed from the mouths of trustworthy persons and have 
transmitted after exerting myself to make the fullest 
investigations so as to verify them, down to this blessed 
year 5.40. Since the year 535 and down to this point I had 
been engaged with matters which distracted my mind 
from making the fullest enquiries into those current events 
which required to be set down in this hook, and from 
seeking out the truth concerning them and all the atten¬ 
dant circumstances. Consequently I left a blank space 
after the events of each year, in order to insert therein 
those narratives and events the truth of which was 
ascertained. 

The importance of the " Damascus Chronicle ” 
for the history of the early Crusades is evident 
from the fact that it formed one of the primary 
sources of all subsequent Arabic historians. It 
was extensively quoted by Sibt ibn al-Jawzi and 
Ibn al-Athvr in their general histories and by Abu 
Shama in his biographical work on Nur abDln, as 
well as by numerous later writers. As the works 
of all these compilers have been translated and 
utilized by modern historians of the Crusades, there 
is little of its contents that is entirely new. By 
itself also, it presents a one-sided view of the 
Crusades, since the interest of the writer was 
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on Damascus, and he therefore 
devotes much more attention to the neighbouring 
kingdom of Jerusalem than to the struggle of the 
northern Crusading states with the principalities of 
Aleppo and Mosul. For this aspect of the Crusades 
it is necessary to supplement his history by the 
“ Aleppo Chronicle ” of Kamal al-Din, 1 who, 
though he occasionally quotes I bn al-Qalanisx 
verbatim, based his narrative on independent local 
sources. 2 

Nevertheless the original work of Ibn al- 
Qalanisi still retains so much material not utilized 
by the later compilers, and so many features of its 
own, that it will form an indispensable source for 
all future students of the early Crusades, It 
makes it possible, for example, to trace for the 
first time the hardening of Muslim feeling against 
" the Crusaders, and the stages by which the mutual 
jealousies of the Muslim princes were overborne by 
the rising temper of the people, which came to 
expression in the reign of NGr al-Din and culmi¬ 
nated in the great revanche under Saladin. In the 
writings of the generation contemporary with 
Saladin and even of one who, like Usama ibn 
Munqidh, lived through the earlier period but 
wi'ote his Memoirs late in life, this development is 
obscured. It is this fact which justifies the 
inclusion in these selections of what would other- 

I French translations of the part of this work dealing with the early 
Crusades may be found : (a) in the Recmil , Hist*. Or., 1 X 1 ; (b) by de 
Sacv in R 6 hricht's Beitrage zur GesrMchte der Kveuzzuga, Vol. 1 (1874) ; 
(c) by Defremery in MSlanges d'histoirc oriental*, Paris, 1854 

II Kamal al Din’s contemporary authority for the history of the early 
Crusades was probably " The History of the Franks who came forth to 
the Land of Islam ”' (Slratu’I-Ifranji’l-kharijina'ilu bil&di’i-’isldmi) of 
i/amcian b. *Abd abRaftlm uf al-Atliarib, d. 1159 (referred to by tbn 
Muyassar, Annales d'Egypte, ed. TX. M&ss 6 (Cairo, 1919), P- 7 °, 6-7). 
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wise seem to be the excessive space given up to 
the record of the internal history of Damascus and 
its relations with otherMusliin states. In addition 
to this, there are many episodes in regard to which 
the “ Damascus Chronicle ” presents new material. 
Outstanding instances will he found in the lively 
accounts of the siege of Tyre in the winter of 
mi-1112 below (pp. X2I-5) and of the early 
activities of the “ Assassins ” (pp. 187 ff). The close 
relations which, as Ibn al-Qalamsi^shows, still 
existed between Damascus and the B atimid court 
in Egypt also enabled him to give fairly 
full accounts of the sporadic Egyptian activities 
against the Crusaders. Moreover, the later 
chroniclers usually abridged his narratives very 
considerably, and in so doing omitted many 
details which are of value to the modern historian. 
One of the details thus- omitted was the day of 
the week, w T hich Ibn al-Qalanisi is generally careful 
to insert along with his dates, and which, by 
supplying a check upon the errors of copyists, is 
of special importance in determining, the exact 
chronology. ,, 

On the other hand., the “ Damascus Chronicle 
presents difficulties of its own, particularly in 
rega rd to the language and style. In true diplomatic 
fashion Ibn al-Qalanisi frequently covers up his 
meaning with a mass of verbiage and vague 
phrases which make it difficult to gather the 
precise significance of his words. To the modern 
student this difficulty is enhanced by the peculiari¬ 
ties of his vocabulary. Many usages of words are 
apparently peculiar to the Syrian style of his time, 
and while the Memoirs of Usama ibn Munqidh, 
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the only other Syrian author of this period whose 
work is still extant, occasionally throw some light 
upon them, in most cases their meaning can only 
be inferred from the context. A number of these 
Arabic words and phrases are quoted in the foot¬ 
notes, in the hope that others may correct the 
interpretation given in the text if it should prove 
to be faulty. Moreover, the reconstruction of a 
text from a single manuscript presents, as is well 
known, dangers in all languages, and in none more 
than in Arabic. Many readings are obviously 
corrupt, and the extracts from the “ Chronicle ” 
in later works give singularly little assistance in 
their correction, as most of the passages concerned 
have been omitted by the compilers. If undue 
liberties appear to have been taken with the text, 
in consequence, it can only be pleaded that without 
such emendations it gave either no sense or an 
obviously wrong sense, and that where they could 
be tested by comparison with the excerpts given 
by later writers they have generally been found to 
be justified. 

Since this version is primarily intended as a 
textbook for students, it has been the aim of the 
translator to render the Arabic text as literally as 
possible, neither adding to nor subtracting from 
the author’s own words and arrangement. For 
the same reason, the annotation has been kept 
down to a minimum, and no attempt has been 
mu rle to correlate the narratives with those of the 
other Arabic chronicles and the western sources. 
Those who are most familiar with the pitfalls in 
the way of a first translation of an Arabic text 
will probably be the most ready to look with an 
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- indulgent eye upon, its imperfections, and any 
corrections or observations which they may oe 
kind enough to communicate will be welcomed. 


Syria at the Time of the First Crusade 


That the First Crusade owed its success m large 
measure to the weakness of the opposition whic 1 it 
encountered is a fact accepted by all modern 
historians. The complexity of the political situa¬ 
tion in Syria at the end of the eleventh century 
and during the early decades of the twelfth, a 
complexity verging almost upon anarcny, is an 
element of the first importance in the history of 
the Crusades. Not only did it render the task o 
the invaders much less formidable than it won d 
have been a few years earlier, but it also contribu¬ 
ted greatly to the acquiescence of the Syrian 
princes in the establishment of the Crusading 
states, since the resulting political divisions 
followed on the whole traditional lines the 
full appreciation of these circumstances naturally 
presents difficulties to the modern student, especi¬ 
ally if he is upfamiliar with the background of 
oriental history against which the drama, of the 
Crusades was staged, and a detailed analysis o 
conditions in Syria at this period forms a necessai y 
preliminary to the study of the Arabic souices. 
There were at this time six distinct forces which 
were in conflict'with one another in Syria, these 
were : (i) the Fatimid empire ; (2} the local Arab 
tribes and princes; (3) the Saijuqid Turkmen 

princes; (4) the Turkish military opcers, or 
amirs; (5) the independent or non-Saljuqid 
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^lffemen tribes ; (6) the general body of the 
population. It will probably be more helpful to 
deal with each of these elements separately than 
to follow a strictly chronological order of events. 

(i) The Fatimid Caliphate, which had estab¬ 
lished itself in North-West Africa in 909, and in 
972 transferred its seat to Egypt, constituted a 
deliberate challenge to the religious headship of 
the Islamic world claimed by the ‘Abbasid Caliphs 
of Baghdad. In order to press home their claim 
in Baghdad itself, it was necessary for them to 
hold Syria, and ever since their capture of Egypt 
they had made this their chief object, with the aid 
first of Berber troops from their African provinces 
arid subsequently of Turkish slave-armies. In 
Syria, however, they encountered a bitter resist¬ 
ance, less on grounds of religious dogma 1 than 
from the ambition of the Arab Syrian princes to 
maintain their independence. Between 1038 and 
1:058 their authority was at length made effective 
throughout all Syria (with the exception of 
Antioch, held by the Greeks) and was recognized 
also in Western Mesopotamia; in the latter 
year their suzerainty was acknowledged even at 
Baghdad, thanks to the temporary success of a 
rebellious vassal of the ‘Abbasid government. 
From this moment, however, their power steadily 
declined, more especially after a prolonged econo¬ 
mic and military crisis in Egypt (1062-1073) 


1 The esoteric Shi ‘ite doctrine pf tire Farimlds was tor private cotv- 
sumption ; the official practice of their Empire differed little from that 
of the orthodox Sunnis, and in religions matters they were as a rule 
most tolerant. The main point at issue was political, i,e.,, the right of 
the house of f All to iho Caliphate as against the right of the house of 

f$». 
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gprived them of the means of maintaining their 
authority. Aleppo was finally lost in ro6o 
Tripoli and Tyre fell into the hands of local 
rulers, the governors in Damascus could not 
maintain themselves in face of military incusci- 
pline, and the appearance of the Turkmen armies 
in Syria in 1070 led to the definitive loss not only 
.of Damascus, but of the greater part of Palestine 
(including Jerusalem) as well. 

The misrule of the first Turkmen general caused 
a general revulsion of popular feeling in favour of 
the Fatimids, but the opportunity was not 
followed up by effective military action. Sporadic 
expeditions were made into the interior, but they 
produced no results. On the other hand, the 
Egyptians were still powerful on sea, and thus 
succeeded in recovering' (1089) the coast towns as 
far north as Jubail, and in holding them until the 
advent of the Crusaders. It will be seen from the 
pages of Ibh al-Qalanisi that, apart front the 
recapture of Jerusalem in 1098 and a few expedi¬ 
tions into southern Palestine during the rule of 
the great Armenian wazlr al-Afdal, the share of 
the Fatimid state in t he war operations in Syria 
was almost entirely confined to naval activities. 
In subsequent years the Fatimid armies were 
distracted by bitter internal feuds, and. formed a 
greater danger to their rulers than to their enemies. 

Nevertheless, it would be a serious mistake to 
assume that the influence of the Fatimids in 
Syria was entirely dissipated by their misfortunes 
and growing weakness. Our narratives show 
clearly that they still had a strong following both 
in the chief cities and in the outer districts, and 
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hat even the Saljiiqid princes and their successors 
found it expedient to court their favour. The 
definite breach between the Fatiraids and the 
Muslim princes of Syria seems to have come about 
only in the time and at the instance of Nilr al-Dln. 

(2) The main opposition to the Fatimids in their 
attempts to establish their rule in Syria was 
offered by the shaikhs of semi-nomadic Arab 
tribes, who had created small principalities for 
themselves in, or taken possession of, various 
parts of the country. Transjordan and the western 
fringes of the Syrian desert were held by the tribe 
of Tayy, which was a perpetual thorn in their side 
in Palestine and remained to play a minor part in 
the history of the Crusades. ' Of greater political 
importance were the tribes of Mesopotamia, 
particularly the confederations of ‘ Uqail and 
Kilab. The latter, under the leadership of the 
house of Mirdas, after half a century of struggle in 
northern Syria, finally succeeded in capturing 
Aleppo in 1060, only to lose it in 1079 to their 
‘Uqailid rivals, who were at that time supporting 
the cause of the Saljuqids. The momentary 
expansion of the ‘Uqailid dominions from Aleppo 
to Mosul, however, brought them in turn into 
conflict with the Saljiiqid prince of Syria. In the 
upshot they were decimated and expelled from 
'Aleppo and their Mesopotamian holdings, but two 
branches succeeded in maintaining themselves at 
Qal 'at Ja ‘bar and on the Middle Euphrates until 
the time of Zanki and Nur al-Dln. 

It was not only the heads of great tribal groups, 
however, who succeeded in creating principalities 
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C^for their own benefit in Syrian territory. At the 
time of the First Crusade'several important cities 
and fortresses were in the hands of local Arab rulers, 
who were able to maintain their independence by 
virtue of supple diplomacy and the dissensions of 
their more powerful neighbours. On the break¬ 
down of the Fatimid government in 1070 the qadi 
of lyre, Ibn Abl ‘Aqil, made himself independent, 
and held the city until it was recovered by the 
Egyptians in 1089. The qadi of Tripoli, Hasan ibn 
Ammar, who revolted in the same year, was more 
fortunate, and Tripoli remained in the hands of 
successive members of the same family until its 
capture by the Crusaders. 1 One of them, in 1080, 
even extended his rule to Jabala at the expense of 
the Greeks. It. is noteworthy that neither in Tyre 
nor in Tripoli was the spiritual suzerainty of the 
Fatimid Caliph rejected, though the rulers of both 
sought the aid of the Turkmen invaders against 
Fatimid attempts at the reconquest of their cities, 
and Ibn ‘Ammar at Tripoli claimed to possess a 
regular diploma of investiture from the Saljuqid 
sultan at Baghdad. 

A still more remarkable Arab principality was 
founded at Shaizar in 1081 by one ‘Ail ibn 
Munqidh, who bought the town and its citadel 
in that year from its Christian bishop. The toler¬ 
ant policy which he pursued towards his Christian 
subjects stood his family in good stead, and the 
princes of Shaizar frequently figure in the annals 
of northern Syria, until the entire family perished 

, 1 the history of this famiJy see “ Inscription d’un Prince rle 
Tripoli de 3 a dynastis- les Banu ‘Ammar/’ by G. Wiet, in. Minion at 
Henri Basset (Paris, 1928), 279-284. 
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in' the ruins of the citadel during the earthquakes 
of 1x57. TJsama ibn Munqidh, the writer of those 
vivacious Memoirs 1 which throw such a flood of 
light on the. social history of the Crusading period, 
was a great-grandson of 'AH. 

An adventurer of much less reputable character, 
Khalaf ibn Mala 'ib, also succeeded in carving out 
an independent principality. He was originally 
established in Kims in 1082 by the ‘Uqailid prince 
of Aleppo, in order to form a buffer between 
himself and the Saljuqid prince at Damascus, but 
was ejected thence in 1090, and from Afamiya, 
whither he had betaken himself, in 1091. After 
some years of imprisonment in Isfahan he retired 
to Egypt, and was restored in 1096 or 1097 to 
Afamiya by the Fatimid Caliph, to whom the 
inhabitants of the town, in revolt against the 
Saijuqids, had sent a deputation to ask for a 
governor. The subsequent fate of Khalaf will be 
found in the extracts translated from Ibn al~ 
Qalanisi. 

(3) The eleventh century witnessed an extensive 
migration of Turkmen tribes, known generally as 
the Ghuzz, from the borders of the Asiatic steppe- 
lands across Western Asia. The Saijuqids were 
chieftains of one of these tribes,, who succeeded in 
building up a strong military power, with which 
they established their authority successively in 
Khurasan, Persia, 'Iraq, Armenia, and Anatolia. 
As strictly orthodox Sunnis; they constituted them¬ 
selves the champions of the ‘Abbasid Caliphs of 

* See An Arab-Syrian Gentleman and Warrior in the Period of the 
Crusades, translated by Philip K. Hitti, Columbia. Univ. Press, 1929. 
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Baghdad, and were in consequence declared 
enemies of the Fatimid Caliphs of Cairo. The 
first Ghuzz bands appeared in Syria shortly before 
1070. In that year one of their leaders, Atsiz, 
seized Palestine on behalf of the Saljuqid Sultan 
Alp-Arslan, who in the same year made the 
‘Uqailid prince of Aleppo his vassal. I11 1075, 
Atsiz captured Damascus from the leader of the 
Berber garrison, but was defeated in the following 
year in an attack upon the outposts of Egypt—- 
to the great joy of the Damascenes, who detested 
his tyranny. 

The failure of Atsiz may have been in part 
responsible for the decision of Alp-Arslan’s succes¬ 
sor, Malikshah, to dispatch his brother Tutush 
into Syria with a Saljuqid army in 1077, at the 
same time investing him with the possession of 
“everything which he could conquer in Syria.” 
Tutush had little difficulty in seizing Damascus 
aiid recovering Palestine from the Fatimids, but 
Aleppo resisted his assaults. Indeed, Malikshah 
twice intervened in person in order, it would almost 
seem, to protect Aleppo against his brother. On 
the first occasion the ‘Uqailid prince had attempted 
to form an alliance with the Fatimids against 
Tutush ; Malikshah thereupon occupied the city 
at the close of 1082, but restored it to the 'Uqailid 
as his vassal. Two years later, the Saljuqid Sultan 
of Anatolia, Sulaiman ibn Qutulmish, invaded 
northern Syria, recovered Antioch, and subse¬ 
quently killed the ‘Uqailid in battle, but failed to 
capture Aleppo. A conflict then broke out (io86) 
between Sulaiman and Tutush, in the course of 
which Sulaiman was killed and Tutush seized 
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Aleppo. Malikshah again intervened, Occupied 
Aleppo, Antioch and al-Ruha (Edessa), and handed 
them over as fiefs to Turkish generals, Aleppo 
falling to the share of Aq-Sunqur, the father of 
Zankl. , 

During the next few years these generals loyally 
seconded the efforts of Tutush to extend the 
Saljuqid dominions in Syria and to overthrow the 
power of the ‘Uqailids in Mesopotamia and Diyar- 
Bakr. Meanwhile, Malikshah had died (November 
1092) and was succeeded as Sultan by his son 
Barkyaruq. But Tutush coveted the imperial 
title for himself and marched into Khurasan. His 
first attempt was, however, frustrated by the 
decision of Aq-Sunqur of Aleppo and several of 
his fellow generals to support Barkyaruq, and he 
was forced to retire to Syria in order to deal with 
them. In May, 1094, he routed the combined 
forces of Aleppo, al-Ruha, and Mosul, executed 
Aq-Sunqur and his allies, seized their cities, and 
once again marched into Khurasan. For a few 
months he was publicly proclaimed as Sultan, 
until Barkyaruq resumed the offensive and on 
26th February, 1095, routed his forces near Eayy 
(Teheran). Tutush'himself perished on the field, 
at the hands, it is said, of the troops of Aq-Sunqur. 
It was this battle which decided the fate of the 
First Crusade. Had the Crusaders been met with 
the combined resources of the unitary kingdom 
built up by Tutush, history would certainly have 
been rewritten; as it was, his hard-won Syrian 
possessions were again disintegrated by the rival¬ 
ries of his sons Rudwan and Duqaq and the 
jealousy and self-seeking of his former generals. 
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(4) In the course of the tenth century the old 
bureaucratic administration of the Caliphate and 
the states which arose on its ruins had gradually 
given way to a military system of government. 
The governors of cities and provinces were selected 
from’ amongst the military commanders or amirs , 
who were in most cases Turkish ex-slaves, and 
these governors not only enjoyed almost unfettered 
control of their “ fiefs’’ but also maintained 
standing armies of Turkish slaves of their own. 
The temptation to assert their independence was 
enhanced by the arbitrary manner in which their 
overlords were accustomed to revoke their com¬ 
mands, despoil them of their possessions, and even 
execute them on mere suspicion. The accession, 
of a weak ruler or a dispute regarding the succes¬ 
sion was consequently the signal for the disruption 
of a kingdom into a number of petty principalities, 
tire rulers of which, mere “ robber barons,” un¬ 
ceasingly engaged in warfare with one another until 
order was restored by the sword of the strongest. 
Not infrequently an amir betook himself with his 
private troops to some remote district and forcibly 
seized possession of it, maintaining himself until 
he was either dislodged or granted a formal diploma 
of investiture. . 

The Saljuqids did not introduce any material 
change into this system, if such a term can be 
applied to it. Their own imperial, organization 
consisted of a loose association of kingdoms under 
different members of the Saljuqid house (“ kings ”), 
each of whom owed allegiance to the head of the 
family or “ Great Saljuq ” in Persia and Baghdad, 
who bore the title of “ Sultan.” The subordinate 
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Trirkish governors were even required to maintain 
standing armies as. a condition of holding their 
grants. This organization worked well enough 
under the first three sultans, but from the death of 
Malikshah in 1092 the old weakness began to 
reassert itself, and in various parts of the empire 
(and nowhere more than in Syria) the rival 
ambitions of generals and princes produced a state 
of constant warfare. It has already been seen 
that Tutush was faced with a rising of the gover¬ 
nors in northern Syria, and though he was success¬ 
ful in putting it down for the moment, the spirit 
of revolt reappeared on his death. After the 
execution of Aq-Sunqur, the most powerful of the 
go vernors was Yaghi-Siyan, who had been appoin ¬ 
ted to Antioch about 1096, and whose dominions 
had subsequently been extended (apparently by 
Tutush) to Manbij and Tell-Bashir. From the 
moment of the occupation of Aleppo by Rudwan, 
son of Tutush, Yaglu Siyan was engaged in open 
hostilities with him, and his example was not long 
in finding imitators. 

Another factor which contributed to the rise of 
independent Turkish principalities was the Atabe- 
gate, an institution peculiar to the Saljuqids. We 
have seen that in the Saljuqid theory of administra¬ 
tion each province was governed by a member of 
the ruling house. To each of these princes there 
was attached a Turkish general, who bore the title 
Aidhek, or “ tutor/’ and who was responsible for 
their military education and the government of 
their provinces. Since the Atabek stood in a 
paternal relationship to the Saljuqid “king'’ he 
enjoyed an authority far above that of the 
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ordinary generals j it seems also to have been the 
custom for the Atabek to receive in marriage the 
mother of his charge and to give one of his 
daughters in marriage to him. In accordance' 
with the usual practice Tutush assigned the amir 
Janali al-Dawla al-Husain as atabek to his son 
Rudwan and the amir Zahir al-Din Tughtagin 
as atabek to Duqaq. After the defeat and death 
of Tutush, when Rudwan occupied Aleppo and 
claimed possession of Syria, Janah al-Dawla 
assumed control of his territories without question. 
Duqaq, the second son of Tutush, also retired to 
Aleppo, but escaped to Damascus on the secret 
invitation of its governor and set up his rule there. 
Meanwhile Tughtagin was in captivity in Persia, 
having been taken prisoner at the battle of Rayv, 
but on his release shortly afterwards he at once 
proceeded to Damascus, and resumed his position 
as Atabek with the assistance of his wife, Duqaq’s 
mother, the energetic and intriguing princess 
Safwat al-Mulk. 

With the decline of Saljuqid solidarity, it was 
inevitable that in due course the Atabeks should 
substitute their own dynasties for those of their 
proteges. Yet this did not imply, as might be 
expected, a definite breach with their suzerains, 
the Great Saljuqs. On the contrary, they con¬ 
tinued to maintain a strictly correct attitude of 
subordination to the Sultans, who, on their part, 
accepted the course of events with surprisingly 
little protest. The Atabegate became a mere 
form ; when, for example, it was decided in 1127 
to appoint Zanki to the province of Mosul, he was 
officially assigned as Atabek to two of the Sultan's 
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younger sons, but they neither took, nor were 
expected to take, any part whatever in the govern¬ 
ment of the province. Tughtagin’s elimination, 
therefore, of the Saljuqid “ kings ” of Damascus 
after the death of Duqaq was wholly in accordance 
with the practice of the time. 


( 5 ) Together with the local Arab princes, the 
Saljuqids and their Atabeks, and the Turkish 
amirs, a fresh element of political unsettlement 
was introduced by the Ghuzz in Mesopotamia and 
Diyar-Bakr. The influx of these nomadic Turk¬ 
mens, who lived by horse-breeding and plunder, 
was itself a perpetual source of disturbances, which 
were accentuated by the impatience of restraint 
and political ambitions of their chiefs. Such a 
person was Atsiz, the precursor of the Saljuqids in 
Syria, but the power of Malikshab and Tutush held 
them in check for a time, and many, at least, of 
the chiefs served in the Saljuqid armies. The 
dissolution of the kingdom created by Tutush 
restored their freedom, and within two or three 
years several of them succeeded in founding 
independent principalities. 

Of these Turkmen chieftains the most prominent 
in Syrian affairs were Il-Ghazi and Sukman, the 
sons of Ortuq, a Turkmen officer who had been 
appointed by Tutush to the governorship of 
Jerusalem. 11 -Ghazi succeeded to his father’s 
position, while his brothers dispersed to seek their 
fortune elsewhere. Sukman at.first allied himself 
with Rudwan in the struggle against Duqaq, and 
was rewarded with the possession of Ma'arrat 
al-Nu’man, but after the capture of Jerusalem by 


21233 





THE DAMASCUS CHRONI 

the Fatimid troops in 1098 he attempted to 
establish himself in al-Ruha. Subsequently he 
founded a more permanent principality m Hisn 
Kaifa, and also captured Mardin, which was 
however transferred to Il-GhazI about no 8, and- «t 
second Ortuqid dynasty established there. II- 
Ghazl’s son Sulaiman had already made himself 
independent at Samosata before the advent of the 
Crusaders, and other members of the family 
founded ephemeral principalities during this period. 
Another Turkmen chief, Inal, revolted against 
Duqaq about 1096, seized Amid, and founded a 
dynasty there, which afterwards allied itself by 
marriage with the Ortuqids of Mardin. 

(6) Amidst all these struggles of rival princes, 
chiefs, and generals, little place seems to be left 
for the initiative of the people themselves. Cut 
while in many parts of the Islamic world, notably 
in Egypt and ‘Iraq, they had ceased to count in 
political matters, in Syria, on the other hand, they 
had retained something of their martial qualities 
and still exercised an important influence on the 
course of events, dhe power of the 1- utimids* the 
Saljuqids, and the Turkish generals, it is true, 
rested upon their slave armies, but the existence 
of such native principalities as that of the Ban it 
Munqidh at Shaizar was possible only by reason 
of the support which they received from the local 
population. Even in the chief cities, however, 
especially in. Aleppo and .Damascus, the mill tax y 
strength of the citizens was sufficient to hold the 
autocratic tendencies of their governors in check. 
The Turkish rulers on the whole feared tlieir 
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martial spirit, and were more inclined to adopt 
repressive measures against it than to direct it 
into healthy channels. The natural consequence 
was that the ahdath or armed citizen bands tended 
to become an undisciplined mob rather than a 
disciplined force, and under the Fatimids the 
population of Damascus was notorious foi insuo- 
ordiuation to its governors.^ In the defence of 
their homes against the Crusaders, the civil 
population proved themselves to possess military 
qualities which with better support would certai nly 
have been more effective in stemming the tide 01 
conquest. It must not be overlooked that political 
vicissitudes and the ravages of war affected tie 
citizen population no less than the helpless 
agriculturists, Sibt b. al-Jawzi informs us that the 
convulsions attending the dissolution of the 
Fatimid administration and the misrule of Atsiz 
produced such economic distress that in 1075 the 
population of Damascus had shrunk from half a. 
million to three thousand. On the other hand, the 
enlightened administration and commercial policy 
of Aq-Sunqur brought a sudden revival of pros¬ 
perity to Aleppo, and under Tughtagin Damascus 
also recovered with striking rapidity from the 
effects of the former misrule. . 

It is, however, less in the cities and in the rich 
agricultural lands of Syria that the strength of the 
popular movements can oe discerned, than m the 
mountainous backbone which divides the interim 
from the coast. The ’ranges of Lebanon and its. 
northward extension, the Jabal Summdq of the 
Arabs, were not only the home of the Maronite 
Christians, but also the refuge of rebels and 
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schismatics, in which they were able to build up 
powerful organizations which defied all the forces 
of the Muslim princes. During the two centuries 
preceding the Crusades, two offshoots of the Shi ‘a 
sect, which in some of its earlier aspects bore the 
character of a popular revolutionary movement, 
had succeeded in establishing themselves in these 
fastnesses. To the north, in the Jabal Surnmaq, 
were the Nusains ; in the south, round Mount 
Hermon, were the settlements of their bitter foes, 
the Darazis or Druz ; in between lay the mass of 
the Christian Maronites. The interposition of these 
independent, and often hostile, groups added to the 
difficulties of communication between the coast 
and the interior, and did much to prevent the 
possibility of common action. Moreover, their 
military organizations had recently been streng¬ 
thened to meet the assaults of the Saljuqids, to 
whom, as orthodox Muslims and empire-builders, 
their heresy and their independence were equally 
obnoxious. On the appearance of the Crusaders, 
they adopted different policies. Of the Nusains 
little is known, beyond the fact that large numbers 
of them were massacred by the Franks. The Druz 
threw in their lot wholeheartedly with the Muslims. 
The Maronites naturally sided with the Crusaders, 
and many of them fought in their ranks. 

In addition to Nusairis and Druz, a third Shi ‘ite 
movement, also revolutionary in character, was in 
process of organization in northern Syria at the 
moment of the First Crusade. This was the 
celebrated Batini movement, a schismatic off¬ 
shoot of the Fatimids, the adherents of which were 
popularly known as the Assassins. It was not 
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; years later that their public activities 
began, but there is justification for mentioning 
them at this point in the evidence which their 
movement affords of the continued existence of 
political activity amongst the general population, 
and especially of a strong sentiment of hostility 
to. the Turkish governors and the other local 
princes. 

Finally, the population of Syria was not at all 
uniform in composition, or even in language. The 
great hulk of both the settled and nomadic 
population doubtless consisted of Arabs and 
Arabicized elements, who spoke Arabic. Amongst 
these are to be included large numbers of the 
native Christian inhabitants in the north, belonging 
to the Greek, Nestorian, and Jacobite churches. 
The Maronites, who appear to have still used 
Syriac to a considerable extent, formed probably 
the largest minority. Tn addition to these and the 
Turkish-speaking Turkmen immigrants, there were 
also large communities of Kurds and especially of 
Armenians, settled mainly in the north. In the 
foothills of the Taurus and on the banks of the 
Euphrates both Kurds and Armenians had suc¬ 
ceeded in founding several baronies and even more 
extensive principalities, which were, however, 
disappearing before the onslaught of the Turkmens. 
In several, if not most, of the northern cities, 
Armenians formed the majority of the populations, 
and it does not appear that the treatment which 
they received was in any way worse than that 
meted out to the other subjects. 

The foregoing analysis of the situation in Syria 
throws a clearer light upon the events which 
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mediately preceded the arrival of the first 
Crusaders. The central fact of the situation was 
'the hostility between the two sons of Tutush, 
Rudwan and Duqaq. Rudwan had acted as 
viceroy for his father in Syria during the campaigns 
of Tutush in Mesopotamia and Khurasan, whereas 
Duqaq appears to have received Diyar-Bakr as his 
fief, When the news arrived of the battle of Rayy, 
Rudwan was on his way to join Tutush with rein¬ 
forcements from Syria, and he at once retired to 
Aleppo, with the object of securing his inheritance 
as king of Syria. Before he was able to complete 
his measures, Duqaq also arrived at Aleppo, and 
on a secret invitation from the governor of 
Damascus escaped from his brother’s supervision 
and took possession of Damascus, while still 
.retaining his earlier fiefs in Diyar-Bakr and 
Mesopotamia. Rudwan naturally prepared to 
assert his rights by force, and both princes, seeking 
for allies in the impending struggle, turned in the 
first place to the Turkish generals and Turkmen 
chiefs. The most powerful of these was Yaghi 
Siyan of Antioch, who would probably have sup¬ 
ported Rudwan had it not been for a strong 
personal antipathy which he felt against Jan ah 
al-Dawla, Rudwan's atabek. He thus became the 
natural ally of Duqaq, who was joined also by 
Il-Ghazi, the governor of Jerusalem. Rudwan 
now turned for assistance to Il-Ghazi’s brother 
Sukman (then at Saruj) with his Turkmens, and 
to the Arab tribe of Kilab. 

Hostilities were begun in 1096 with a successful 
attack by Rudwan and his allies on the eastern 
possessions of Yaghi Siyan. Duqaq and Il-Ghazi 





appear to have gone to the a . instance of Yaghi- 
Siyin, and in their absence Rr iwan laid siege to 
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Damascus. The attempt was fo iled by the inhabi¬ 
tants, but Rudwan devastated a great part of the 
province before withdrawing t o Antioch. Mean¬ 
while a temporary estrangement between Duqaq 
and Il-Ghazi and the imprisonment of the latter 
had given Sukman an opportunity to take posses¬ 
sion of Jerusalem. In the following year (1097), 
Duqaq and Yaghi-Siyan took the offensive and 
recaptured some towns in Northern Syria. About 
the same time Il-Ghazi retumerl to Jerusalem and 
Sulanan rejoined Rudwan, whc with his assistance 
and that of II-Ghazi’s son, wht, had made himself 
lord of Samosata, drove thejm back. Shortly 
afterwards, Rudwan fell out; with his atabek, 
Janah al-Dawla, who quitted Aleppo with all his 
forces and seized Hinas. Yadhi Siyan at once 
offered his services to Rudwah and constituted 
himself his atabek, giving him his daughter in 
marriage. Immediate preparations were made for 
a campaign against Hums and Damascus. At the 
same time, an embassy from Egypt reached Aleppo, 
and the opportunity was seized by Rudwan to 
propose a joint attack upon Damascus, on bis 
undertaking to acknowledge the spiritual suzer¬ 
ainty of the Fatimid Caliph. This project was, 
however, dropped on the remonstrances of Yaghl 
Siyan and Sukman, and the three allies advanced 
with their forces to Shaizar. At this juncture news' 
reached them of the arrival of the Franks on the 
northern borders of Syria. The report threw them 
into confusion and the expedition was abandoned, 
but instead of keeping together in face of the new 
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^'enemy the arm .broke up. Rudvvan hastily 
retired to Aleppc’ while Yaghi Siyan set out for 
Antioch in order > o defend it against the Franks. 
Even at this stage: Sukman appears to have given 
no thought to th j defence of Syria against the 
Crusaders. His ambition was wholly directed to 
the conquest of Dryar-Bakr, the governors of which 
had made themselves independent of Duqaq, and 
he even attempted to persuade Yaghi Siyan and 
Rudwan to march thither and pay no heed to the 
Frankish invaders. When his appeals failed, he 
set out in company with Yaghi Siyan, but subse¬ 
quently rejoined 1 udwan. Yaghi Siyan was thus 
left to face the fir. t onset of the Crusading armies 
with none but his)own forces and what piecemeal 
assistance he could obtain by appeals to the other 
princes. 

The Armiea of the Muslim States 

Few students of. the Crusades will need to be 
reminded that the Muslim nation-in-arms had 
long since ceased t:o be. The old militia organiza¬ 
tion, when every man on the tribal registers 
received a pension from the public treasury and 
was required to hold himself permanently in 
readiness'for military expeditions, had gradually 
beeu modified by the creation of standing armies, 
and during the ninth, century the military basis of 
the majority of eastern Islamic states was pro¬ 
foundly altered. The nucleus of their forces was 
henceforth formed by a corps of salaried guards, 
composed for the most part of slaves who had been 
bought, levied as tribute, or inherited by the ruling 






m 


E CRUSADES 



pfprfce ; these guards constituted a standing army, 
the cost of which was the first charge upon the 
revenues of the state. The majority were Turks 
from Central Asia, but thei|* numbers were 
augmented by Slavs transported from Eastern 
Europe, and by Greeks and other captives from 
Anatolia, Armenia, and Georgia. They were 
organized in regiments, one of which constituted 
the private guard and furnished the personnel for 
ceremonial duties. All of them were mounted, and 
were especially skilled in shooting the bow on 
horseback ■ for close fighting they were armed with 
lances and swords. 

This standing army of mounted guards was 
termed the 'askar ; the individual trooper was 
called an [askan or ghiilam (“ boy/’ whence 
probably the “ Angulani ” of t he Gesta Francormn). 
There appears to have been a regular system of 
promotion according, to length of service, each 
rank being distinguished by some feature of dress. 
The commander of a regiment was entitled amir 
(often, but incorrectly, translated " prince ”), and 
the higher officers or the commander-in-chief 
hajib ("chamberlain”). The commanders were 
usually selected from the ruler's private guard, 
and frequently held important court offices in 
addition to their military commands. The officers 
who rose to these high stations were permitted, 
even expected, to purchase and maintain private 
troops of their own .slaves, whic i». were enrolled on 
their master’s death in the general body of the 
'askar, usually as a separat giment, called by 
the name of their former owner. 

The principal amirs of course required large sums 
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or the upkeep of their private troops, and for 
this purpose each was allotted the whole or part 
of the revenues-oj a specified district., of which he 
became the governor and for the defence of which 
he was responsible in the first instance. This is a 
“fief” (-iqta) in the Islamic sense; the term is 
too convenient to be avoided, but the sharp 
distinction between such " fiefs ” and a true feudal 
system should be borne in mind. The gradual 
weakening of the bureaucracy, which had at first 
controlled the financial administration of the 
imperial provinces and maintained a check upon 
the miLitary governors, gave the latter practically 
a free hand in the administration of their “ fiefs.” 
The natural, results of this' system were chronic 
rnisgovernment and endless rivalries between the 
amirs for the privilege of milking the most produc¬ 
tive districts, in addition to the standing encourage¬ 
ment which, as we have seen, it gave to rebellion 
and the foundation of independent, principalities. 
There were few fillers, however illustrious, who 
were not harassed by repeated attempts of the 
kind on the part of their amirs. The weakness of 
the Saljfiqid Sultanate in particular, and its failure 
to support the Syrian princes against the Crusaders 
both at the outset and in after years, is explained 
by its constant fear of and preoccupation with such 
revolts in all parts of its dominions. 

The numerical strength of the ‘askar naturally 
varied with the power and resources of the ruler, 
and the Arabic so ; irc s s supply no figures for those 
of the Syrian pri . at the time of the First 
Crusade. It is certain however, that those of 
Rudwan and Duqaq, the leading princes in Syria, 
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mArrfrt have exceeded a few thousands each, and 
those of the lesser rulers were correspondingly 
smaller./The 2,000 optimi- militss with which a 
western source 1 credits Yaghi Siy an were probably 
his ‘askar. The smallness of these figures is borne 
out by the continued existence of such petty princi¬ 
palities as that of Shaizar, whose lords disposed of 
only a few hundred men, and by the extravagant 
expressions employed by Ibn al-Qalanisi in respect 
of forces which numbered at most some four or five 
thousand. Ihe Atabeks of Mesopotamia, on the 
. other hand, possessed much stronger standing ar¬ 
mies, and the predominant part which they took in 
the subsequent history of the Crusades was in large 
measure, doubtless, due to this fact. 

Although the core of the ‘askar was formed by 
the slave troops, its numbers were frequently 
supplemented by bodies of mercenaries in the 
stricter sense. Regiments of Dailamites, natives 
of the mountainous regions south-west of the 
Caspian Sea, were to be found in the service of 
most princes, and Armenians served in the 
‘askars of at least Damascus and Egypt. In Syria, 
also, we hear of freemen enrolling in the ‘askar and 
receiving, like the regular troopers, a diw&n or 
assignment of pay from a stipulated head of 
revenue. 8 On many occasions the standing 'askars 
of the princes were reinforced by Turkmen tribes¬ 
men, who were likewise mounted archers, and are 

jvaimuncl of Agile® (Migne, Vol. CLV), 508 L): “ 2,000 optwvi milites 
.4,000-5,000 miliUs gngarii t 10,000 p$diie$r On the latter two classes 
see below. 

,, 1 <*•&£' Usama ibn Mimqidh, who served successively in the 'askars of 
XfinkT, L-amasetis, Egypt, and Ai ur al-Dln. See also his story of tlio 
negotiations between Ru<iwan b. abWalakhisl'if and Mu ‘In al-JDIu Uuur 
(ed. Hitti, 3°~3 I '• An .Arab-Syrian Gentle may, 56 - 57 ), 
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nr. When we are 
he Saljuqid sultan 
Malikshah numbered 400,000 men, we must take 
this figure to inplude the Turkmens under his 
command in addition to the very large guard of 
Turkish slaves (about 46,000 men) which he main¬ 
tained. The Turkmens, however, in spite of their 
individual bravery and warlike qualities, lacked, 
the stability and , discipline of the regular troops, 
and often proved' dangerous allies. The Kurdish 
tribesmen also supplied auxiliary cavalry forces, 
and in addition large numbers of Kurds were 
enrolled in the regular ‘askars. 

The greater part of the ordinary fighting aniongst 
the Syrian princes and between them and the 
Crusaders was waged by the 'askars alone, with a 
certain number of camp-followers. On more 
important occasions a second line of troops was 
called up. 1 The name given to these troops, jund 
(plural ajncld), is the same as that by which the 
old Arab militia bad formerly been called. This 
militia system had in fact persisted in Syria and 
Mesopotamia down to a much later date than else¬ 
where in the East, owing to the continuance of the 
Arab tribal organizations and to the unceasing 
conflict with the Byzantines, but it would probably 
be erroneous to identify the ajnad of the eleventh 
century completely with the former militia. It is 
fairly clear from the Syrian sources, however, that 
they were still territorial troops of a militia type, 
in contrast to the ‘askaris. The military forces of 

* Of. e:gV, Tbn al-Qalatfis? (Arabic text), 132, 6-7 : incldfa ’ilaikim 
[i.e. al* ctAkaHyd) jama ' atuit mina'l-ajnaiU, These axe probably the 
m 0 i gyegarii of Kaimar.d ofAgiles. 
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the smaller Arab principalities, the Dr fix, and other 
local organizations were composed entirely of such 
territorial troops; the princes of Shaizar, for 
example, had only a small r askar, From the 
narratives of Usama we learn that their ajndd 
consisted mainly of Arabs of various local tribes, 
together with incomers from the Maghrib (north¬ 
west Africa) and a certain number of Kurds. 1 . It' 
may therefore be assumed that the ajndd of 
Damascus and the other Syrian cities were com¬ 
posed of similar elements, at least in part. For 
the ‘askar system in its turn also led to the 
formation of a force of territorial reserves, likewise 
called ajndd , consisting of such troops as were not 
permanently mobilized and were maintained by 
grants of land. As these territorial reserves are 
attested for Egypt in the twelfth century, 2 they may 
also have existed in Syria at the time of the early 
Crusades. Whether the nomadic Arab tribesmen 
were normally reckoned amongst the ajndd is open 
to doubt; they probably formed an independent 
jund ; corresponding to the \askar of the Turkmens. 

The troops who constituted the ajndd were, like 
the ‘askaris, mounted, and it was this, rather than 
any difference of organization, which distinguished 
them from the third line of troops, the footsoldiers. 
On the other hand, the ajndd were not as a rule 
archers, but fought with the spear and sword. 
The footmen were composed of various elements : 
town levies, countrymen pressed into service, 
volunteers seeking the 'temporal and spiritual 
rewards of participation in the Holy War, camp- 

1 Ed. Hitti, 38, 13 ; 46, 11 ; 48, 3 from foot; 49, 12 ; 70. 2, etc. 

* Ci I bn al-QafamsI, p. 331, last line. 
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followers of all races and religions. Their military 
training and discipline was, like their equipment, 
at the mercy of chance, and though their courage 
need not be called in question their military value. 
Was generally small. Their part in the conduct of 
operations seems, to have been limited to such 
subsidiary functions as the construction of military 
works and defences, mining operations during 
sieges, the protection of camps and garrisoning of 
fortresses and citadels. 

The armour worn by the Muslim knights 
ordinarily consisted of a coat of fnail, generally 
with a skirt, arid a round helmet with back flap 
but no visor, along with which they carried a 
light circular shield. Light-armed horsemen wore 
leather jerkins or quilted coats in place of coats of 
mail. During the course of the Crusades various 
features of the Frankish armour, such as visors, 
vambraces, etc., were adopted by the Muslims. 
The horses appeal generally to have been unpro¬ 
tected. The principal weapons of the Muslim, 
horsemen were the bow, the lance and the sword. 
Their light and comparatively short lances put 
them at first at a disadvantage in combat with the 
Franks, but this was met by binding two lance- 
shafts together 1 and subsequently by the adoption 
of the heavy Frankish lance. The bulk of the 
armour and of the weapons was kept, when not 
in use, in the arsenal of the ruler, situated in his 
citadel and under the charge of one of the most 
trusted officers of his ‘askar. When orders were 
issued to the ‘askar to make ready for an expedi¬ 
tion, sudh equipment as was required was issued 

t Usama, erl. Hitti, 10u ix-12 (An ArabSyrian Gentleman, 131). 
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to the troops, and was replaced in store on their 
return. The ajnad were sometimes supplied from 
the arsenal also, but they were apparently expected 
to provide their own weapons as well as their own 
horses. Additional stores of weapons and armour 
were carried in the baggage train. The infantry 
also provided their own weapons, such as bows, 
swords, daggers, or at the least sharp stakes 
hardened by fire and used as javelins or spears. 

On campaign the 'askar was accompanied by a 
large baggage-train, generally carried on camels 
and mules, which necessitated slow movements as 
a rule. Details as to commissariat are lacking, 
but it is evident that some soft of organization 
existed for the transport of provisions and forage, 
and that indiscriminate foraging, at least in 
friendly territory, was disapproved of. The diffi¬ 
culty of obtaining adequate local supplies, on the 
other hand, was one reason why campaigns were 
rarely undertaken during the winter, and even at 
other times of the year they were usually limited 
to rapid excursions, occupying do more than two 
or three months at a time. T l Crusaders appear 
to have set the example of instructing special 
camps for the prosecution of v\ a ter campaigns. 

The usual mode of attack (as to take up a 
position opposite the enemy an : t to engage first in 
an archery duel. When the enemy showed signs 
or weakness, the cavalry charged with their lances 
and engaged in hand-to-hand' 1 fighting with the 
sword. To charge on an unbroken line seems 
generally to have been avoided as well as undue 
precipitancy in engaging the enemy. The Arab 
cavalry maintained their traditional tactics of 
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advancing and wheeling in simulated flight before 
reaching the opposing line, then when the enemy 
started in pursuit, wheeling round again at a 
prearranged point and charging upon them. The 
Crusaders are often criticized for excessive caution, 
but their “ famous charge ” was universally feared. 
The infantry played little part in the actual battle ; 
the fortunes of th day were decided by the cavalry 
charge, and the infantry of the defeated force were 
ruthlessly cut down, and taken prisoner by the' 
victorious horsemen. 

Prior to the advent of the Crusaders the tech¬ 
nique of fortification and of siege operations was 
relatively simple. As a rule an attempt was made 
first to capture the town or fortress by direct 
assault, and preferably by surprise. If this failed, 
the attacking army .often retired without more ado, 
or merely beleaguered the place in the hope of 
starving it into surrender. The principal siege - 
weapon was the mangonel, sometimes supplemen¬ 
ted by the batterng ram, the use of both being 
ultimately derive* from the Romans. A more 
effective method <" breaching was to run a sap 
under a tower or j of the wall, and by lighting 
a fire beneath it c use the ground to cave in and 
bring down the s, perstructure. These methods, 
however, were off tie avail against a citadel built 
upon rock, especially when its foundations, as 
was often the case in Syria, were of solid antique 
masonry, and a determined governor could gener¬ 
ally hold out against attacks for an indefinite time. 
No little part of t ie success of the Crusaders was 
indeed due to their more thorough siege methods 
and the solidity of their fortifications. 


■ 



From 1097 to i 32 
A.l-I. 490 

(19 th December, 1096, to 8 th December, 1097) 

In this year there began to arrive a succession 
of reports that the armies of the Franks had 
appeared from the direction of the sea of Con¬ 
stantinople with forces not to be reckoned for 
multitude. As these reports followed one upon 
the other, and spread from mouth to mouth far 
and wide, the people grew anxious and disturbed 
in mind. The king, Da/ud b. Sulaiman b. 
Qutulmish, 1 whose dominions lay nearest to theiri, 
having received continuation of these statements, 
set about collecting forces, raising levies, and 
-carrying out the obligation of Holy War. He also 
summoned as many of the Turkmens 2 as he could 
to give him assistance and support against them, 
and a large number of them joined him along with 
the ‘askar 3 of his brother. His confidence having 

1 Qilij Arslan \ Saljuqid Sultan of Rum (Anatolia). 

* i.e., free members of the nomadic Turkishtribes which had migrated 
into Western Asia, as distinct from the Tjirka, i.e., Turkish slaves 
purchased for military service. 

* The word 'askar, usually rendered "army ’* or “ military forces " 
is retained in this translation when it is employed in its technical sense, 
to denote the standing army of mounted archers maintained by each 
ruler and governor, and composed tor the most part of Turkish, 


Caucasian, and Slavonic slaves and freedmea. 
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een strengthened thereby, and his offensive power 
rendered, formidable, he marched out to the fords, 
tracks, and roads by which the Franks must pass, 
and showed no mercy to all of them who fell into 
his hands. When he had thus killed a great 
number, they tu ned their forces against him, 
defeated him, and .scattered his army, killing many 
and taking many captive, and plundered and 
enslaved. The Turkmens, having lost most of 
their horses, took to flight. The Ring of the Greeks 
bought a great many of those whom they had 
enslaved, and had them transported to Constanti¬ 
nople, When the news was received of this 
shameful calamity to the cause of Islam, the 
anxiety of the people became acute and their fear 
and alarm increased. The date of this battle was 
the 20th of Rajah (4th July, 1097). 

In the middle of Sha ‘ban (end of July) the 
amir Yaghi Siyan, lord of Antioch, accompanied 
by the amir Sukman b. Ortuq 1 and the amir 
Karbuqa [lord of Mosul], set out with his ‘askar 
towards Antioch, on receipt of news that the 
Franks were approaching it and had occupied 
al-Balana. YaghI Siyan therefore hastened to 
Antioch, and dispatched his son to al-Malik 
Duqaq at Damascus, to Janah al-Dawla at Hinas, 
and to all the other cities and districts, appealing 
for aid and support, and inciting them to hasten 
to the Holy War. while he set about fortifying 
Antioch and expelling its Christian population. 
On the 2nd of Shawwal (12th September) the 
Frankish armies descended on Baghras and de- 


On the Qrtuqids j}ee the genealogical table below p. 168. 
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whereupon those who were in the castles and forts 
adjacent to Antioch revolted and killed their 
garrisons except for a few who w' Ire able to escape 
from them The people of Artak did likewise, and 
called for reinforcements from the Franks. During 
Sha ‘ban a comet appeared ii the West; it 
continued to rise for a space of about twenty days, 
and then disappeared. 

Meanwhile, a. large detachment of the Frankish 
army, numbering about thirty thousand men, had 
left the main body and set about ravaging the 
other districts, in the course of which they came 
to al-Bara and slaughtered about fifty men there. 
Now the ‘askar of Damascus had reached the 
neighbourhood of Shaizar, on their way to support 
Yaghi Siyan, and when this detachment made its 
descent on al-Bara, they moved out against it. 
After a succession of charges by each side, in which 
a number of their men were killed., the Franks 
returned to al-Ruj, and thence proceeded 
towards Antioch. Oil, salt, and other necessaries 
became dear and unprocurable in Antioch, but so 
much was smuggled into the city that they became 
cheap again. The Franks dug a trench between 
their position and the city, owing to the frequent 
sallies made against them by the army of Antioch. 

Now the Franks, on their first, appearance, had 
made a covenant with the king or the Greeks, and 
had promised him that they would deliver over to 
him the first city which they should capture. They 
then captured Nicaea, and it was the first place 
they captured, but they did net carry out their 
word to him on that occasion', and refused to 
deliver it up to him according to the stipulation. 
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Subsequently the 1 ) captured on their way several 
frontier fortresse s and passes. 


■, 


A H. 491 


f j . • ( - 

(9 th December, 1097, io 27 th November, 1098) 


At the end of First Jumada (beginning of June, 
1098) the report arrived that certain of the men 
of Antioch among the armourers in the train of the 
amir YaghI Siyan had entered into a conspiracy 
against Antioch and had come to an agreement 
with the Franks to deliver the city up to them, 
because of some ill-usage and confiscations which 
they had formerly suffered at his hands. 'I hey 
found an opportunity of seizing one of the city 
bastions adjoining the jabal, which they sold to 
the Franks, and (thence admitted them into the 
city during the night. At daybreak they raised 
the battle cry, whereupon YaghI Siyan took to 
flight and went out with a large body, but not one 
person amongst them escaped to safety. When he 
reached the neighbourhood of Armanaz, an estate 
near Ma ‘arrat Masrin, he fell from his horse to the 
ground. One of his companions raised, him up 
and remounted him, but he could not maintain his 
balance on tlfe back of the horse, and after falling 
repeatedly he died. As for Antioch, the number of 
men, women and, children, killed, taken prisoner, 
and enslaved from its population is beyond com¬ 
putation. About three thousand men fled to the 
citadel and fortified themselves in it, and some 
few' escaped for wjhom God had decreed escape. 
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liv y Sha "ban (July) news was received that 
al-Afdal, the commander-in-chief (ainir.al-juyush), 
had come up from Egypt to Syria at the head of 
a strong ‘askar. He encamped before Jerusalem, 
where at that time were the two amirs Sukman 
and Il-Ghazi, sons of Ortuq, together with a 
number of their kinsmen and followers and a large 
body of Turks, and sent letters to them, demand¬ 
ing that they should surrender Jerusalem to him 
without warfare or shedding of blood. When they 
refused his demand, he opened an attack on the 
town, and having set up mangonels against it, 
which effected a breach in the wall, he captured it 
and received the surrender of the Sanctuary of 
David 1 from Sukman. On his entry into it, he 
shewed kindness and generosity to the two amirs, 
and set both them and their supporters free. They 
arrived in Damascus during the first ten days of 
Shawwal (September), and al-Atdal returned with 
Ills ‘askar to Egypt. 

In this year also the Franks set out with all their 
forces to Ma'arrat al-Nu'man, and having en¬ 
camped over against it on bgth Dhu'l-Hijja 
(27th November), they opened an attack on the 
town and brought up a tower and scaling-ladders 
against it. 

Now after the Franks had captured the city of 
Antioch through the devices of the armourer, 
who was an Armenian named liruz, 2 on the eve 
of Fi&day, 1st Rajab (night of Thursday 3rd June), 
and a series of reports were received confirming 
this news, the armies of Syria assembled in un~ 


The Citadel of Jerusalem. 


Ill the text Nairuz, 



. m. THE DAMASCUS CHRONF ^ 

Writable force and proceeded to the province 
to order »» a 

fhp armies of the Franks. They besieged me 
Franks until their supplies of food were exhausted 
and they were reduced to eating carrion, bu 
thereafter the F anks, though they were ™ ^he 
('xtremitv of we kness, advanced in battle ot i-J 
against the angles of Islam, which were at the 
height of streng ch and numbers, and they broke 
fte ranks of the MnsUms and •%£****■ 
multitudes The lords of the pedigree steeds ^ 
were put to flight, and the sword was unsheathed 
unon the footsoldiers who had volunteered for the 
cause of God, who had girt themselves- tor the 
Holv War and were vehement in their desne to 
strike a blow for the Faith and for the protection 
of the Muslims.' This befel on luesday, the 
[twenty] sixth of!Rajah, in this year (29th June, 

1098). 

A.H. 492 

{2 8 ih November, 1098, to 16th November, 1099) 

In Muharram of this year (December xoo8T the 
Franks made an assault pn the wall 
al Nu'raan from the east and noith. 1 hey pusnt 
up the^tower until it rested against the wall and 
ai it was higher they deprived the Muslims of the 
Setter of the wall. The fighting raged round tins 

ndnt until sumet on 14th Muharram (nth 

December), when the Franks 

the townsfolk were driven off it and took to m b ni, 

■ Literally “ o tlie short-haired and swiit-paced." 



in them, and the 
y, dealt treache.fr 
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: Rriorttb this, messengers had repeatedly come to 
then! from the Franks with proposals for a settle¬ 
ment bv negotiation and the surrender of the city, 
promising in return security foir their lives and 
property, and the establishment j of a [Frankish] 
governor amongst them, but dis' msion among the 
citizens and the fore-ordaineo decree of God 
prevented acceptance of these erms. So they 
captured the city after the ho r of the sunset 
prayer, and a great number fror > both sides were 
killed in it. The townsfolk fled o the houses of 
al-Ma 'arra, to defend themselve 
Franks, after promisin g them sat 
ously with them. They erected crosses over the 
town, exacted indemnities from t e townsfolk, and 
did. not carry out any of the term upon which they 
had agreed, but plundered eve y thing that they 
found, and demanded of the people sums which 
they could not pay. On Thursday 17th Safar 
(13th January, 1099) they set out for Kafr Tab. 

Thereafter they proceeded towards Jerusalem, 
at the end of Rajab (middle of June) of this year, 
and the people fled in panic from their abodes 
before them. They descended first upon al-Ramla, 
and captured it after the ripening of the crops. 
Thence they marched to Jerusalem, the inhabi¬ 
tants of which they engaged and 1 blockaded, and 
having set up the tower against the city they 
brought it forward to the waPo At length news 
reached them that al-Afdal wai[ n his way from 
Egypt with a mighty army to e age in the Holy 
War against them, and to desti y them, and to 
succour and protect the city aga 1st them. They 
therefore attacked the city with icreased vigour. 
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-And prolonged the battle that day until the day¬ 
light faded, then 'withdrew from it, after promising 
the inhabitants to renew the attack upon them on 
the morrow. Trie townsfolk descended from the 
wall at sunset, whereupon the Franks renewed 
their assault up 1 it, climbed up the tower, and 
gained a footing n the city wall. The defenders 
were driven dov a, and the Franks stormed the 
town and gained possession of it. A number of the 
townsfolk fled t the sanctuary [of David], and a 
grea' t'aost were lied. The Jews assembled in the 
synaic'ague, and 1 he Franks burned it over their 
heads. The sar tuary was surrendered to them 
on guarantee of safety on the 22nd of Sha ‘ban 
(14th July) of t is year, and they destroyed the 
shrines and th tomb of Abraham. Al-Afdal 
arrived with the i 'gyptian armies, but found him¬ 
self forestalled,.' and having been reinforced by the 
troops from the Sahil, 1 encamped outside Ascalon 
on 14th Ramadan (4th August), to await the 
arrival of the fleet by sea and of the Arab levies. 
The army of the Franks advanced against him. 
and attacked him in great force. The Egyptian 
army was thrown back towards Ascalon, al-Afdal 
himself taking refuge in the city. The swords of 
the Franks were given mastery over the Muslims, 
and death was meted out to the footmen, volun¬ 
teers, and townsfolk, about ten thousand souls, 
and the camp w s plundered. Al-Afdal set out for 
Egypt with his fflcers, and the Franks besieged 
Ascalon, until a length the townsmen agreed to 
pay them twen 7 thousand dinars as protection 


1 The SaA.il was the 
maritime towns, from 


neral name given to the coastal plain and the 
caion to Bairut. 
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'fam&y, and to deliver this sum to them forthwith. 
They therefore set about collecting this amount 
from the inhabitants of the town, but it betel that 
a quarrel broke out between the [Frankish] 
leaders, and they retired without having received 
any of the money. It is said that the number of 
the people of Ascalon who were killed in this 
campaign—that is to say of the witnesses, 1 men 
of substance, merchants, and youths, exclusive of 
the regular levies—amounted to two thousand 
seven hundred souls. 


A.H. 493 


(17 th November, 1099, to $th November, 1x00) 

Al-Malik Shams al-Muluk Duqaq, son of Taj 
al-Dawla, set out from Damascus for Diyar Bakr 
with his ‘askar in order to recover possession of it 
from a governor who had forcibly seized it. He 
. reached al-Rahba by the desert route and thence 
entered Diyar Bakr, where he occupied Mayya- 
fariqm, and established a garrison in it for its 
protection and defence. 

In Rajabof this year(May-June,iiooj.Bohemond,’ 1 
King of the Franks and lord of Antioch, marched 
out to the fortress of Afamiya (Aparnea), and 
besieged it. He remained there for some days and 
laid waste its crops, when he received news of the 

M e., the respectable citizens, men of unblemished character, whose 
witness was accepted in a court of law. ,, v 

» In the text Blmand or Baimancl. 
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arrival at Malativa of al-Danishmand 1 with the 
‘askar of Qilij Arslan b. Sulaiman b. Qutulmisb. 
On learning of this, Bohemond returned to Antioch, 
and having collected his forces, marched against 
the Muslim army. But God Most High succoured 
the Muslims against him, and they killed a great 
host of his party and he himself was taken captive 
together with a few of liis companions. Messengers 
were dispatched to his lieutenants at Antioch, 
demanding the surrender of the city, in the second 
decade of the month of Safar in the year 494,“ 

In this year also, reports arrived that the water 
in the wells had sunk at a number of places in the 
northern districts, and likewise the springs in 
most of the forts, and the water was low and prices 
were high in those parts. 


A.H. 494 

(6th November, 1100, to 25 th October, nor) 

In this year, the amir Sukman b. Ortuq collected 
a great host of Turkmens, and marched with them 
against the Franks of al-Ruha (Edessa) and Saruj, 
in the month of First Rabi‘ (January, 1101). He 
captured Saruj, and was joined by a large body 
[of volunteers], while the Franks also collected 
their forces. When the two armies met, the 
Muslims were on the point of victory over them, 
but it happened that a party of the Turkmens 

» Guniushtagln b. Daniahmand, ruling prince of Si was. 

» The text has 493, which is obviously a slip, nth-20th Safar 
494 corresponds to 16th-25t.l1 December, iioo. 
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and Sukman lost heart and retired. The 
Franks then advanced to Sarfrj, recaptured it. and 
killed and enslaved its inhabitants, except those 
of them who escaped by flight. 

In this year also, Godfrey, 1 lord of Jerusalem, 
appeared before the fortified port of ‘Akka and 
made an assault upon it, but he was struck by an 
arro_w and killed/ Prior to this he had rebuilt 
Yafa (Jaffa) and given it in charge to Tancred 2 
When Godfrey was killed, his brother Baldwin 
the count, 3 lord of al-Ruha, set out for Jerusalem 
with a body of five hundred knights and footmen. 
On hearing the report of his passage, Shams al- 
Mululc Duqaq. gathered his forces and moved out 
against him, together with the amir Janah al- 
Dawla, lord of Hints, and they met him near the 
port of Bairtit. Janah al-Dawla pressed forward 
towards hint with his ‘askar, and he defeated him 
and killed some of his companions. 1 

In this year the Franks captured Haifa, on the 
sea coast, by assault, and Arsfif by capitulation, 
and they drove its inhabitants out of it. At the 
end of Rajab also (end of May) they captured 
Qaisariya by assault, with the assistance of the 
Genoese, killed its population, and plundered 
everything in it. 



In Sha 'ban of this year (June, 1101), the qadl 
Ibn Sulaiha, who had made himself master of the 
fortified port of Jabala, wrote to Zahir al-Dln 


Kundufri. 

* Jankrl. 

s Baghdawfn al-Qomis. 

vfc4;(3rfuu3 Pr ° nOUnS ^ ^ tet do not clearl y specify which side was 
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Atabek, 1 requesting him to select and send a 
trustworthy officer, that he might hand over to 
him the fortress of Jabala, and himself retire with 
all his property to Damascus, and that he would 
convey him thence to Baghdad with an escort, ana 
under guarantee of safe conduct, protection, and 
honourable treatment. The Atabek consented to 
this proposal, and promised to carry his desire into 
effect, and deputed as governor of the port his 
son, the amir Taj al-Muluk Burl. The king 
Shams al-Muluk Duqaq was at the time absent 
from Damascus in Diyar Bakr, and he returned 
thence and entered Damascus on 1st Shawwa, 
(,oth Inly). The , arrangements were continued 
according to Ibn Sulaiha’s request, and Taj al- 
Mul.uk set out with his tram for Jabala, and too*. 

it over* i , 

Ibn Sulaiha departed thence and arrived at 
Damascus with his followers, goods and effects, 
baggage and riding-beasts, and all that he pos- 
sed of money, movable property, and estate, tie 
was received with honour and richly entertained, 
and after a stay of some days at Damascus was 
conveyed to Baghdad with everything that he 
possessed bv a strong detachment of troops. 
When he arrived, it came about that some person 
denounced him and gave such a report of his riches 
to the Sultan at Baghdad, 2 that he was plundered 

* Tli* amir Tughtagln, at this time atabek (regent and commander-in- 
chi“f) of al-Malik Duqaq at Damascus. In the oaljuqul system, _the 
title of Sullin was reserved for the head of each line : vassal bjUjflqid 
princes were entitled king (malik) and non-oaljuqid generals who 
exercised effective power in the name of the latter received the title 

0f "saimw Barkyaruq, son of Malikshah, or perhaps his brother 
Ghiyath al-DIn Mii/iammad, governor of Baghdad. 
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ana 'all that he possessed fell into the Sultan’s 
hands. 

As for Taj al-Muluk, when he took possession of 
the fortress of Jabala and he and his followers were 
firmly established there, they ill-treated its people 
and behaved evilly towards them, and acted 
contrary to the approved custom of justice and 
fair dealing. The townsfolk therefore sent a com¬ 
plaint of their condition under the misfortune that 
had befallen them to the Qadi Falchr al-Mulk, 
Abu 'All ‘Ammar b. Muhammad b. ‘Airimar, who 
had seized the fortified port of Tarabulus (Tripolis), 
on account of the proximity of Tarabulus to their 
town. He promised to assist them to attain their 
object, and to send them support, and dispatched 
to them a considerable force from his ‘askar, which 
entered the town and, having joined with its 
people against the Turks, defeated and drove them 
out, and took possession of it. They captured 
Taj al-Muluk and carried him to Tarabulus where 
Fakhr al-Mulk received him honourably, treated 
him kindly, and sent him back to Damascus, 
together with a letter to his father informing him 
of the state of affairs and presenting his excuses 
to him for what had happened. 

In this year also a great army came up from 
Egypt with the amir Sa‘d al-Dawla known as 
al-Qawamisi, and arrived at Ascalon at the 
beginning of Ramadan (early July) to prosecute 
the Holy War against the Franks. He re¬ 
mained where he was. until Dhu’l-Hijja (beg. 
27th September), when he advanced from Ascalon. 
A thousand knights and ten thousand footsoldieis 
of the Franks marched against him. When the 




' two armies joined battle, the right and left wings 
of the Muslims were broken and pursued, but the 
commander Sa ‘d al-Dawla held his ground in the 
centre with a small body of his ‘aster. The Franks 
charged against him, and he strove to maintain his 
ground, but his predestined fate outstripped him, 
for his horse stumbled with him and he tell from it 
to the ground and gained the prize of martyrdom 
on the spot (God’s mercy upon him). Then the 
Muslims wheeled against the Franks, urging one 
another to avenge his loss upon them and sacri¬ 
ficing their lives in the charge against them, and 
drove them back to Yafa, slaying and taking 
captive and plundering. Thus the issue turned in 
favour of the Muslims and only a small number of 
them were killed. 


ATI. 495 

(2 6th October, 1101, to iafii October, 1102) 

In this year reports were brought to the effect 
that the peoples of Khurasan, ‘Iraq, and Syria 
were in a state of constant bickering and hatred, 
wars and disorder, and fear of one another, because 
their rulers neglected them and were distracted 
from the task, of governing them by their dissen¬ 
sions and mutual warfare. 

In this year also the Count of al-Ruha, 1 the 
commander of the Franks, arrived with his God¬ 
forsaken troops at the fortified port of Bairut, and 
encamped over against it, in the hope of capturing 

* Qomis ay-Ruha, i.e., Baldwin I. 
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it: Tie remained before it. for a long time, attacking 
and besieging the town, but Iris ambition could not 
be realised, and he raised the siege and departed. 


Letters arrived from Fakhr al-Mulk Ibn ‘Ammar, 
lord of Tarabulus, beseeching aid in driving back 
the son of St. Gilles, 1 who had descended with his 
army of Franks on Tarabulus, and asking for the 
assistance of the ‘askar of Damascus. His request 
was granted, and the ‘askar set off towards him. 
The amir Janah al-Dawla, lord of Hirns, was 
summoned also, and he too arrived with his ‘askar. 
Their armies united and marched in brave force 
in the direction of Antartus (Tortosa). The Franks 
hastened towards them with their host and levies, 
and the two armies approached one another and 
engaged in battle there. The army of the Muslims 
was shattered by the army of the infidels, and a 
great number of them were killed. Those who 
escaped retreated to Damascus and Hims, after 
suffering considerable losses, and arrived on 23rd 
Latter Jumada (14th April, 1102). 


In this year also the Egyptian armies came up 
from Egypt to assist the governors of the Sahil in 
those fortified ports which still remained in their 
hands against the besieging parties of the Franks. 
They reached Ascalon in Rajab (April-May), and 
when Baldwin, Count of Jerusalem, learned of 
their arrival, he marched against them with his 
force of Franks, consisting of about seven hundred 
knights and footmen, picked men. With these he 
charged on the Egyptian army, but God gave the 

4 Ibn S anjil. 
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' victory to the Egyptians against his broken faction, 
and they killed most of his knights and footsoldiers. 
He himself fled to Ramla with three followers. 
The Egyptians pursued and surrounded him, but 
he disguised himself and succeeded in eluding their 
vigilance, made for Yafa, and got away from them. 
During the pursuit, he had hidden in a brake of 
canes, which was set on fire, and the fire singed 
part of his body, but he escaped from it and reached 
Yafa. His companions were put to the sword, and 
all liis men and champions who were captured in 
Ramla were killed or made prisoner, and carried 
off to Egypt at the end of Rajab. At this time, 
some Frankish vessels arrived, about forty in all, 
laden with men and goods, and it was reported 
that they had been storm-tossed and driven about 
by changing winds, so that most of them were lost 
and only a few were saved. 


A.H. 496 

(15th October, 1102.. to 4)1 October, 1x03) 

In this year the king Shams al-Muluk Duqaq 
and Zahir al-Din Atabek left Damascus with the 
askar, and making for al-Rahba, encamped before 
it and blockaded its inhabitants, cutting off all 
means of provisioning from them. The blockade 
caused such distress that the resident in the town 
was compelled to sue for quarter for himself and 
the inhabitants. They were promised safety and 
the town was delivered up to the king after severe 
fighting and prolonged warfare in Latter jumada 
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(March, 1103). He placed a garrison in it and 
appointed a reliable officer to guard it, and having 
settled the affairs of its inhabitants, he set out 
thence on Eriday the 22nd of the satne month 
(3rd April) on his return journey to Damascus. 


In. this year also news was received from Hirns 
that its lord, the amir Janah al-Dawla Husain 
Atabek on descending from the citadel to the 
mosque for the Friday prayer, surrounded by his 
principal officers with full armour, and occupying 
hig place of prayer, according to custom, was set 
upon by three Persians belonging to the Batmiya. 
They were accompanied by a shaikh, to whom they 
owed allegiance and obedience, 1 and all of them 
were dressed in the garb of ascetics. When the 
shaikh gave the signal they attacked the arrm 
with their lenives and killed both him and a number 
of his officers. There were in the mosque at the 
time ten Sufis, Persians and others ; they were 
suspected of complicity in the crime, and were 
straightway executed in cold blood, every man of 
them, although they were innocent. Ihe people 
of Hims were greatly perturbed at this event, and 
at once dispersed in panic. Most oi the lurks 
amongst the inhabitants fled to Damascus, and 
everything fell into confusion. The townsfolk 
then wrote to the king Shams al-Muluk at. 
Damascus, begging him to send an officer to take 
over the town and be responsible for its defence, 
before the news reached the Franks and their 


v In 

pray for 
examine ‘him/’ 


Sib! b. al-Jawzi’s transcript (S.H.C III, *° 

tf.W and to exhort him/’ in Jewett a edition (4, 1) and to 
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covetous desires extended to it. The king Shams 
al-Muluk and Zahir al-Din Atabek thereupon set 
out with the ‘askar from Damascus, reached Hinas, 
took possession of it, and occupied the citadel. At 
the same time the Franks arrived at Hims and 
encamped at al-Rastan, 1 with the intention of 
cutting off and besieging the town, but on learning 
what had taken place, they kept at a discreet 
distance and eventually withdrew. 

Now the person known as ai-Hakim al-Munajjim 
the Batin!, 2 a number of the entourage of the 
king Fakhr al-Muluk Rudwan, lord of Aleppo, 
was the first to profess the doctrines of the 
Batinlya in Aleppo and Syria, and it was he who 
commissioned the three men to kill Janah al-Dawla 
at Hinas. The news of his death arrived fourteen 
days after this event. 

After Shams al-Muluk had established a garrison 
in Hims and set its affairs in order and returned to 
Damascus on xst Ramadan (8th June), the Egyp¬ 
tian armies came up from Egypt by land, and the 
fleet by sea, under the command of Sharaf, the 
son of al-Afdal Shahinshah, who wrote asking 
that the ‘askar of Damascus might be sent to 
co-operate in the Holy War and to give its aid to 
the Muslim cities and populations. A favourable 
reply was sent to his request, but the despatch of 
the army was prevented by certain circumstances 
which arose and accidents which intervened. The 
fleet arrived and made an attack on Yafa at the 

» The ancient Aretlrusa, lying- midway between Hamah and Hims. 

* Al-Hakim al-Munajjioa, lit. the physician-astrologer. The B&hnlya 
or Esoteric sect is tne extreme Shi Tte sect generally known in Europe 
as the'Assassins. 
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end of Shawwal (ended 5th August), but after 
some days both fleet and troops were distributed 
along the coast. Prices had risen in the coast 
towns and their supplies of food had run short., 
but they were relieved by the grain which arrived 
with the fleet and prices fell again. Nevertheless, 
the Franks continued to attack them without 
intermission. 

In Dhu’l-Qa‘da of this year (August) reports 
arrived from various sources that Qilij Arslan b. 
Sulairnan b. Qutulmish had come out from the 
land of Rum (Anatolia) on an expedition against 
Antioch, and had reached the neighbourhood of 
Mar ‘ash. A disagreement and dispute broke out 
between him and the amir al-Danishmand, lord of 
Malatiya, which made it necessary for him to turn 
back against him and inflict upon him a severe 
punishment. When he returned after scattering 
the army of al-Danishmand and putting his men 
to the sword, it is said that he arrived in Syria and 
sent his envoy to Aleppo, asking that permission 
might be given to the merchants to supply his 
‘askar with stores and provisions and all the 
requirements of the troops and levies. The people 
were gladdened by this and joyfully spread the 
news of it. 

A.H. 497 

(5/A October, 1103, to 2,2nd September, 1104) 

In Rajab of this year (began 30th March) reports 
were received that a Frankish fleet coming from 
their country, laden with merchants, troops, and 
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pilgrims, amongst others, had arrived at 
roadstead of al-Ladhiqiya (Laodicea). It was 
said that St. Gillcs, who was then besieging 
Tarabulus, called them in to'blockade Tarabulus 
and assist him to gain possession of it, and that 
they came in response to his invitation and joined 
him in the siege and blockade of the city, but 
withdrew after a few days’ fighting. They then 
made a descent on the fortified port of jubaii, 
attacked and blockaded it, and gained possession 
of it by capitulation, but. when they had taken 
possession, they dealt treacherously with its people 
and did not observe the promises of security which 
they had given to them, but confiscated their 
property, and deprived them of all their possessions 
and money by penalties and various torments. 

News arrived that the amirs Sukman b. Ortuq 
and Jikirmish, lord of Mosul, had joined forces 
and made a solemn agreement with one another to 
prosecute the Holy War against the Franks, the 
enemies of God, and to devote their entire strength 
and means to active warfare with them. At the 
beginning of Sha’ban (began 29th April) they 
encamped at Ra’s al-'Ain. Thereupon Bohemond 
and Tancred marched with their armies from the 
district of Antioch towards al-Ruha to assist its 
lord against these two amirs. When they ap¬ 
proached the Muslim army which was attacking 
ar-Ruha, each of the two forces prepared to meet 
the other. The battle took place on 9th Sha'ban 
(7th May) ; God gave victory to the Muslims over 
their enemy, and they put them to flight, and did 
great execution amongst them. Their numbers 
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exceeded ten thousand horse and foot, exclusive 
of baggage-train and campfollowers. Bohemond 
and Tancred fled with a small following. This was 
a great and unexampled victory for the Muslims ; it 
discouraged the Franks, diminished their numbers 
and broke their power of offence, while the hearts 
of the Muslims were strengthened, and their zeal 
for the victory of the Faith and the war against the 
heretics was whetted and sharpened. The people 
joyfully noised abroad the good news of the victory 
over them, and became assured of their destruction 
and the turning of fortune against them. 

In this month also news arrived that Baldwin, 
king of the Franks and lord of Jerusalem, had 
made a descent with his army on the fortified 
port of ‘Akka both by sea and land, having with 
liim the Genoese vessels which had captured the 
port of Jubail, over ninety vessels in all. They 
besieged and blockaded the town on every side 
and attacked it without intermission, until its 
commander and garrison were unable to continue 
to battle with them and its inhabitants were too 
exhausted to oppose them, so they captured it 
forcibly by the sword. The commander of the 
town, the amir Zahr al-Dawla Banna' JuyushT, 
had previously quitted it, on account of his in¬ 
ability to defend it and hold off the Franks, and 
despairing of the arrival of reinforcements or 
assistance, sent to them asking for quarter for 
himself and for the townspeople. When the city 
was captured, he continued his flight until he 
reached Damascus. On his entry, which was on 
Thursday 28th Shaban (26th May), he was 
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courteously received by Zaliir al-Dlii Atabek, and 
Shams al-Muluk Duqaq and Zahir al-Din Atabek 
gave orders that he should be treated in a manner 
which revived his spirits and fortified his cheerful¬ 
ness. He remained at Damascus until the way 
was smoothed for him to return to Egypt, and 
thereafter set out on his way back. He arrived 
there safely and made his apology for the defeat 
which he had suffered, and his apology was,' 
accepted although at first they had blamed him 
and were violently incensed at his action. 

In this year, the king Shams al-Muluk Duqaq, 
son of the sultan Taj al-Dawla Tutush, lord of 
Damascus, was seized by a prolonged illness, 
accompanied by digestive disorders, which necessi¬ 
tated his removal to ‘Elat al-Daqq, where he 
remained, growing daily in weakness and exhaus¬ 
tion. When he was on the point of death, and all 
hope of his recovery was lost, his mother, the 
Khatun Safwat al-Mulk, x begged him to make 
his testament and disclose his wishes, and not leave 
his kingdom and his children without guidance. 
Thereupon he nominated the amir Zahir al-Din 
[Tughtagin] Atabek to the governorship of Damas¬ 
cus after his death and the tutorship of his young 
son Tutush b. Duqaq b. Taj al-Dawla, until he 
should come of age, and having charged him to 
give the prince a good upbringing and spoken to 
him of all that was in his mind, he passed away to 
the mercy of God on 12th Ramadan of this year 
(8th June, 1104). 

» She had been given in marriage to Zahir al-Din by Taj al-Dawla, 
father of Duq&q* 
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^ow prior to this event Zahlr al-Dln Atabek 
had been in the throes of an illness of which he 
came near to dying, but by the goodness of God 
his health resisted the malady and he recovered. 
He set about conciliating the troops and the civil 
population by a benevolent policy, and showed 
consideration to the amirs and officers of state ; 
he spent freely from the treasury in bestowing 
robes of honour, dignities, gifts and presents ; he 
modelled his conduct on the precepts of the Faith 1 ; 
he inspired fear in the lawless and the evildoers, 
and w'as bountiful to excess in rewarding the loyal 
and well-doing ; all hearts were attached to his 
cause by his liberality and he won over the waverers 
by solicitous attention and openhandedness. Thus 
his control of affairs was securely established and 
the people were united in obedience to him. 

Before his death, al-Malik Shams al-Muluk had 
sent his brother al-Malik Irtash, 2 son of the sultan 
Taj al-Dawla, to the castle of Ba ‘albek, to be 
detained there in confinement under the charge 
of its commander, Fakhr al-Dawla Gumushtagln 
al-Taji, his father’s freedman. Zakir al-Dln 
Atabek regarded it as part of his duty to the sons 
of Taj al-Dawla to send instructions to this 
freedman to release Irtash and convey him to 
Damascus. On his arrival Zahlr al-Dln went out 
to meet him, received him with great honour and 
ceremony and obeisance, and established him in 

1 Lit. lie commanded (men) to the good and restrained (them) 
irom the disapproved/' a Qor'anic phrase which became stereotyped 
m this sense. 

_ s Usually known as BektSsh, from the spelling adopted by the later 
Imtonans. J 






Hhe place of his brother Shams al-Muluk. He 
issued orders to the amirs, officers, and troops, to 
render obedience to the prince's commands, and 
to serve him with all loyalty, and installed him 
on the throne of the kingdom on Saturday 24th 
Dhu’l-Hijja of this year 497 (17th September, 
1104). Thus affairs were securely established and 
he enjoyed the confidence of the people. 

But in accordance with the predestined decree, 
against which neither prevention nor guard is of 
avail, there were found those who plotted to 
disturb this arrangement and overturn this settled 
disposition of affairs, by causing the king Muhyl 
al Din Irtash to become estranged from Zahir 
al-Din Atabek and from the Khatun Safwat 
al-Mulk, the mother of Shams al-Muluk. His 
mother instilled into his mind fear of these two, and 
led him to imagine that they would probably 
intrigue against him and kill him, though in fact 
the position was exactly contrary to the tales told 
to him by the mischief-makers. He became afraid 
of them in consequence and when it was suggested 
to him that it would be advisable to abandon the 
city and kingdom of Damascus and return to 
Ba 'albek, so that his adherents and the soldiery 
should join him there, he left the city secretly in 
Safar of the year 498 (began 23rd October, 1x04). 
Aytakin al-Halabl, lord of Bosra, also fled thither 
in pursuance of an agreement made between them 
with a view to this evil strife. They began to lay 
waste in concert the region of the Hawran and 
corresponded with Baldwin, king of the Franks, 
asking aid of him ; moreover they went to. him and 
stayed with him for a time in the midst of the 
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'Ffafiks, inciting them to march against Damascus 
and urging them to ravage its districts. But their 
manoeuvres came to no result and they gained no 
profit by them, and when they despaired of 
receiving assistance, and their hopes of a favourable 
answer were disappointed, they set off together 
towards al-Rahba through the desert. After their 
departure Zahlr al-Din's position was securely 
established and he assumed sole control of affairs 
and governed on his own authority. Under his 
administration and good government, Damascus 
and its dependencies were prosperous and in 
flourishing condition. At this time also there befel 
by the decree of God the death of Tutush, the son 
of the king Shams al-Muluk Duqaq mentioned 
above. It happened also that prices were low 
and grain was abundant and the people took a 
pleasure in the cultivation and improvement of 
their estates within and without Damascus, owing 
to the benevolence and generous dealings of Zahlr 
al-Dln, and to the prevalence of justice amongst 
them and the prevention of causes of oppression. 

In this year a report • arrived from Tarabulus 
that Fakhr al-Mulk Ibn ‘Ammar, its lord, had gone 
out with his ‘askar and the town levies and 
marched to the castle which was built by St. Gilles 
over against them. They made an assault upon it 
and the garrison were taken by surprise and killed. 
Its contents were plundered and it was set on fire 
and reduced to ruins. Fakhr al-Mulk, having 
obtained from it a great quantity of weapons, 
money, rich stuffs and silver, returned to Tarabulus 
safely and laden with booty on 19th Dhu’l-Hijja 
(12th September). It was reported also that 
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Bohemond, lord of Antioch, had taken ship and 
gone to the Franks, to ask them for assistance and 
reinforcements against the Muslims in Syria. He 
stayed in their country for a time, and then set 
out to return to Antioch. 


A.H. 498 

{2yd September, 1104, to 12 th September, 1x05) 

In this year Zahir ad-Din Atabek was seized 
by an illness, which grew worse and could not be 
shaken off. He feared that it might prove fatal 
and was tilled with anxiety for his family., his 
children, his men-at-arms, and his subjects, should 
anything happen to him. Moreover, letters, and 
envoys were constantly arriving from Fakhr 
al-Mulk ibn 'Aramar at Tarabulus, asking for aid 
and reinforcement against the Franks who were 
besieging his city, and urging him to make haste 
to send to his assistance all the troops who could 
come to him, in order to relieve him of his distress 
and allay his anxiety. Now the amir Sukman b. 
Ortuq and the amir Jikirmish, lord of Mosul, had 
made a compact to prosecute the Holy War against 
the polytheists and to aid the Muslims, and when 
Zahir ad-Din was attacked by his alarming illness, 
he conceived the. idea of sending an invitation to 
the amir Sukman b. Ortuq to come to Damascus 
with his ‘askar, in order that he might nominate 
him as his successor and that the defence of 
Damascus might be entrusted to him. At the 
same time there reached Sukman letters from Ibn 
‘Ammar urging him to hasten to respond to his 
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appeal and set. out to his assistance, ano protnising 
him a .large sum of money in return for his aid, 
Sukman, on learning the contents of the letters, 
agreed to the proposals which had been made to 
him After hasty preparations, he bent his course 
towards Damascus and pressing on his journey 
night and day in the intensity of his zeal and 
eagerness, crossed the Euphrates for the object to 
the prosecution of which he had been exhorted and 
to attack the Franks. When he arrived at al- 
Oaryatain and news of his movements was biought 
to the atabek, Zahlr al-Dm’s officers and associates 
upbraided him for his precipitancy in making this 
plan without seeking counsel, pointing out the 
folly of his judgment in summoning Sukman, and 
giving him cause to fear the consequences of his 
action They said to him: " When the amir 
Sukman b. Ortuq reaches Damascus, and deprives 
you of control of it, what will become of you and 
of us ? Were you not. acquainted with the fate of 
Atsiz, and how, when he called in the sultan 
Taj ai-Dawla, son of Alp-Arslan, and handed over 
Damascus to him, he at once proceeded to compass 
his destruction ancl spared neither him nor his 
family ? ” Thereupon Zahir al-Dln awoke to his 
error and realized the extent of his heedlessness 
and sorely repented, so that by reason ot this to 
his bodily sickness there was superadded sickness 
of heart. Rut while he and his officers were 
deliberating what action to take with regard to 
Sukman, and what treatment, to accord him on jus 
arrival, 1 the report arrived from al-Qaryatam that 
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5 is apparently the meaning ot the phrase tadbtr tnfn halat iw, but 
tog offers difficulties ; I. Athlr has Wayyt htiofm yaruddmuhu. 
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TKe amir Sukman, at the very hour of his arrival 
and encampment with his 'askar at al-Qaryatain, 
was attacked with a grievous illness, with which 
he terminated his predestined span, and passed to 
the mercy of his Lord. His officers immediately 
prepared his body for transportation and set off to 
return with it whence they had come. The atabek 
was so greatly rejoiced at this turn of affairs, that 
' from that time began his fortune and the restora¬ 
tion of health to his body. Glory be to Him who 
orders the lives of His creatures by His wisdom 
and who determines all events by His power. 
They went to the province of al-Jazira (Mesopo¬ 
tamia) ; this was early in Safar of this year (end 
of October). 

In this year also arrived the news of the death 
of St. Gilles, the leader of the Franks who vrere 
besieging the fortress of Tarabulus, on 4th First 
Jumada (22nd June, 1105), after an armistice had 
been concluded between him and Fakhr al-Mulk 
Ibti ‘Ammar, lord of Tarabulus. The terms agreed 
upon were that the suburbs of Tarabulus should 
belong to St. Gilles with the proviso that he would 
not cut off supplies from the town, nor prevent 
travellers from entering it. 

On 1st Sha'ban (18th April) Zahlr al-Din 
Atabek set out for Ba 'albek with the ‘askar and 
encamped before it, as he was displeased with the 
freedman Gumushtagin al-Taji, its governor, on 
account of several matters which had come to his 
ears about him and of which he disapproved. 
When Zahir al-Din descended upon him and 
besieged him, Gumushtagin, perceiving what was 
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in his mind, sent to him proffering* submission 
and homage, denying the charges brought by his 


: 


culumniators, clearing himself of what had been 
attributed to him, and swearing to his innocence 
of the allegations trumped up against him. Zahlr. 
al-Dln thereupon dropped the charges made 
against him, received him back into favour, 
confirmed his authority, and ordered his courtiers 
to refrain from their malignity towards him, 
Thence he continued his advance to the district 
of Hims, where he marched on Rafamya and en¬ 
camped before it. A large contingent joined him 
from Jabal Bahra, and together they made an 
assault on Rafamya when its people and garrison 
were off their guard, and killed all those who were 
in the town and its dependencies and in the castle 
built above it by the Franks. All that could be 
burned in the castle and elsewhere was burned, 
and the castle itself destroyed. The forts of 
Rafamya were captured as well and their defenders 
put to death, and the 'askar returned to Hims. 


In Rajab (March-April) the king Fakhr al~ 
Mitluk Rudwan; lord of Aleppo, came out and 
collected a great host, with the intention of march¬ 
ing to Tarabulus to assist Fakhr al-Mulk Ibn 
‘Ammar against the Franks who were besieging 
f him. The Armenians who were in the castle of 
Artah had surrendered, the castle to him, because 
of the injustice and grievous tyranny which they 
suffered from the Franks. On learning of this, 
Tancred left Antioch to march on Artah and 
recover it, and having assembled all the Franks 
who were in his territories he laid siege to the castle 
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and moved with his army against Fakhr al-MuIuk 
to hold him off from it. Now Fakhr al-Mulfik had 
collected and levied all the troops that he could 
from the province of Aleppo, as well as the young 
men of the city, 1 for the object of waging the 
Holy War. On approaching each other, the 
armies engaged in battle; the Muslim infantry 
held their ground, but the cavalry were routed, 
and the footsoldiers were slaughtered. None 
escaped but those whose salvation God had 
decreed ; and when the broken remnants reached 
Aleppo and .the losses among both horse and foot 
were reckoned up, they were found to be about 
three thousand souls. When the news of this 
reached the Muslims who were in Art ah, they fled 
to a man. The Franks then marched on the city 
of Aleppo ; its population fled from it in panic, 
and numbers of them were plundered and enslaved. 
This was on 3rd Sha'ban (20th April), and the 
people of Syria, 2 after enjoying security and peace, 
were brought into a state of distress and anxiety. 

In this year also there came up from Egypt a 
vast army, exceeding in number ten thousand horse 
and foot, under the command of the amir Sharaf 
al-Ma'ali, the son of al-Afdal. Letters were sent, 
to Zahlr al-Din Atabek praying for his assistance 
and support to the waging of the Holy War 

1 al-'ahdciih al-halaMyin, It is difficult to assign a precise meaning 
to al ahddth, which may be loosely applied to young men generally, 
apprentices, or even the town rabble. On the other hand, from certain 
passages (e.g., p. 175 beLow), it would appear that they were a definite 
military organization , aad in these instances the term is provisionally 
translated by “ armed bands ” or “ gens d'arnies." 

1 Sham , which is usually applied to Damascus itself, is used by I bn 
al-Qa’anisI to denote the area extending roughly from Ba 'albek tu 
Aleppo. 




mm 

I 


M 

I 

m 

■i 


■ 


iyp 

■§ 


mm 


CRUSADES 

against the infidels, but he was unable to accede 
to the request, on account of certain matters which 
hindered him from sending aid. He proceeded 
with the ‘askar to Bosra, and encamped before it 
with the intention of besieging it, because the king 
Irtash b. Taj al-Dawla and Aytagin of Aleppo 
were in the town and were engaged in the negotia¬ 
tions with the Franks of which an account has 
already been given. Then he changed his mind 
and, judging that the wisest course would be to 
join the Egyptian army in order to support them 
in the Holy War, he set out thither, reached the 
outskirts of Ascalon and encamped near the 
Egyptians. The Franks, on hearing of this, collec¬ 
ted their forces and marched towards Ascalon. 
The armies joined battle on 14th Dhu'l-Hijja 
(27th August) of this year, between Yafa and 
Ascalon, and the Franks gained the victory over 
the Muslims, killing the governor of Ascalon and 
capturing some of the commanders. The Egyptian 
‘askar fled to Ascalon and the ‘askar of Damascus 
to Bosra. It is said that the number of Muslims 
who were killed was about equal to the number of 
Franks who were killed. Zahlr al-Dln, on return¬ 
ing with the ‘askar to Bosra found that the king 
Irtash and Aytagin of Aleppo, despairing of 
support from the Franks, had proceeded to al- 
Rahba, where they stayed for some time and then 
separated. 

A.H. 499 

(13 th September, 1105, to 1st September, 1106) 
In this year the Franks marched out to the 
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Sawad of Tiberias, 1 and began the construction of 
the castle of 'Al'a] between the Sawad and al 
Bathaniya. 2 * 4 It was one of those castles which 
are described as impregnable. When Zahir al- 
Dln Atabek learnt of this intention of theirs, he 
became anxious to prevent its completion, lest, 
once done, it should prove difficult to undo, 
• Setting out with the 'askar, he marched against 
them before they 2 became aware of the disaster 
that threatened them, fell upon them and slew 
them to the last man. Having obtained possession 
of the castle, with all the war material, animals, 
and utensils of the Franks that it contained, he 
returned to Damascus with their heads, and with 
the Franks he had captured, and an immense 
quantity of booty taken from them, on Sunday 
14th Second Rabi' (24th December). 

In this month also, there appeared in the 
western sky' a comet with a tail" resembling a 
rainbow, extending from the east to the centre of 
the heavens. It had also been seen near the sun 
in the daytime before it began to appear at night, 
and it continued for a number of nights arid 
disappeared. 

On 26th First Jumada (3rd February, 1106), 
the report was received of the assassination of 
Khalaf b. Mula ‘ib, 1 lord of Afamiya, by a party 
of the Batiniya, dispatched from Aleppo by the 

1 The cultivated land in the region of the Upper Jordan. 

* The district between the Jordan and the Hauran (modern Ajlun), 
with its capital at Adhra'ah (Dar 'a). 

• Reading hum for huwci. 

4 An Arab of the tribe of Kilab, nominated to the governorship of 
Afamiya by the Fatimid Caliph of Egypt in 489/1096. 
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man known as Abu Tahir the Persian goldsmith, 
who had taken amongst the Batimya the place of 
al Hakim al-Munajjim the Batini, after his death. 
His emissaries acted in collusion with one of their 
missionaries known as Abu’l-Fath of Sarrnin, who 
was living at Afamiya. This man had arranged it 
with the townspeople, who made a hole in the 
city wall to give the assassins access to the 
governor. When they approached him and he 
became aware of them, he faced them boldly, but. 
one of them dashed at him and drove a dagger 
into his belly. He then threw himself into the 
tower, trying to reach one of the harem apart¬ 
ments, but another of them delivered a second 
blow, and he died in a few minutes. The assassins 
raised the battle-cry upon the tower and pro- 
. claimed their allegiance to al-Malik Rudw r an. 
The sons and general of the murdered man came 
in from the wall, but the Batinlya seized the place 
from them and killed a number. His son Musbih b. 
Khalaf b. Mula ‘ib escaped and made his way to 
Shaizar, where he remained for a time until lie 
was permitted to leave it. After this affair, 
Tailored arrived at Afamiya in the hope of seizing 
it ; with him w r as a brother of Abu'l-Fath of 
Sarmin, the missionary, a prisoner in his hands. 
He imposed upon the Batini a fixed tribute, and 
having received payment of this sum withdrew. 

In this year also Qilij Arslan b. Sulaiman b. 
Qutulxnisli arrived with a large army, and moving 
on al-Ruha encamped in its vicinity. The officers 
of Jikirmish who were occupying Harran sent an 
invitation to him to take over that city and lie 
marched towards them and took possession of it. 
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The people were filled with joy at his arrival to take 
part in the Holy War, but after a short stay he 
fell ill of a disease which forced him to return to 
Malatiya, while his officers remained at Harran. 

The report arrived that Musbih b. Mrda 'ib,-who 
escaped from the coup de main at Afamiya, had 
taken refuge with Tancred, lord of Antioch, and 
had urged him to return to Afamiya and raised his 
hopes of seizing it, owing to the shortage of pro¬ 
visions in it. Accordingly, Fancred marched 
thither, encamped before the town and'blockaded 
it, and at length received its surrender by capitula¬ 
tion on 13th Muharram of the year 5 00 ( J 4 th 
September, 1106). When the Batinx Abu’TFath 
of Sarmin fell into his hands, he put him to death 
by torture, and carried away Abu Tahir the gold¬ 
smith and his companions with him as prisoners, 
but he did not observe the terms of capitulation 
which he had granted. The supplies of food at 
Afamiya were completely exhausted, and the 
captives remained in his hands until they ransomed 
themselves by the payment of a sum of money to 
him, 1 when he released them and they went to 
Aleppo. 

A.H. 500 

(2nd September, 1x06, to 21 st August, 1107) 

In this year the ravages of the Franks in the 
district of the Sawad, Havvran, and Jabal 'Awf 
were greatly increased. When the reports of this 

1 Text : “ to them/’ i.e., to the Franks, if the reading is correct. 




arrived and tlie population of those parts sent 
petitions to Zahir al-Dm Atabek, he assembled the 
'askar, with additional forces from the Turkmens, 
and marching out with them established a camp 
in the Sawad. The amir Tzz al-Mulk, governor of 
Tyre, had previously set out from that city with 
his *askar on an expedition against the castle of 
Tibnin in the territories of the Franks, and had 
attacked its suburb, killed all its inhabitants, and 
plundered it for booty. When the news of this ■ 
reached Baldwin, king of the Franks, lie marched 
against him from Tiberias. The atabek marched 
to a castle in the vicinity of Tiberias, in which was 
a body of Frankish knights, and; having attacked 
and captured it, he slew all who were in it, and 
retired to al-Madan. 1 The Franks turned back to 
deal with him, and when they approached him the 
‘askar withdrew in haste towards the district of 
Zurra. 2 The scouts of both armies encountered 
one another, and they determined to draw up for 
a general engagement. The Muslims were in high 
spirits. On the following day, the 'askar mounted, 
having prepared for battle in accordance with this 
purpose, and advanced to the site of their encamp¬ 
ment, where they found that the Franks had 
already moved off and were retreating to Tiberias, 
whence they withdrew to 'Akka. Thereupon 
Zahir al-Dm led the 'askar back to Damascus. 

In this year also a succession of letters reached 
the [Saljfiqid] sultan Ghiyath al-Dunya wal-Din 
Muhammad, son of Malik Shah, from Zahir al-Dm 

1 al-Madan is defined by William of Tyre ( B.H C.Occ. I, 585) as the 
plain east of the junction of the Jordan and the Yaimuq. 

* In the Hawrfm. 
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Atabek and Fakhr al-M'ulk Ibn ‘Arnmar, lord of 
Tarabulus, informing him of the widespread dis¬ 
order which the Franks had wrought in tiie land, 
of their seizure of the fortresses and castles in 
Syria and on the coast, and of their slaughter of 
the Muslims and blockade of the port of Tarabulus, 
appealing to him for aid and reinforcement, and 
urging him to send prompt assistance to the people. 
The Sultan, on learning of this state of affairs, 
deputed the amir Jawall Saqawa, with one of the 
chief commanders of his ‘askar, to set out with a 
large ‘askar of Turks, and assigned al-Rahba and 
the Euphrates districts to him as a fief. At. the 
same time he wrote to Baghdad and to the amir 
Saif al-Dawla Sadaqa b. Mazyad 1 and to Jikir- 
mish, lord of Mosul, instructing them to strengthen 
him with money and troops for the Holy War, and 
to do their utmost to assist and reinforce him. 
His order was received with displeasure by both 
these lords ; the amir was repulsed by Ibn Mazyad, 
and proceeded towards Mosul to request from 
Jikirmish what the sultan had assigned to him. 
But. Jikirmish hesitated to assist him, so he fell 
upon the fort of al-Sinn 2 and plundered it, and 
a great host [of volunteers] joined him. Jikirmish 
now went out to engage him, but Jawall Saqawa 
captured him and exterminated bis ‘askar. His 
son fled to Mosul and held the city, whereupon . 
Jawall Saqawa followed him up, put his father 

1 Sadaqa (reigned 1086-1107) chief of the Arab tribe of Mazyad, and 
founder of an independent dynasty in Lower ‘Iraq, with its capita! at 
al-//il!a, built in 1101. He and his son Dubai3 (1107-1134) were 
constantly engaged in guerilla warfare with the Saljuqid governors of 
Baghdad, and their plundering raids on Baghdad and its neighbourhood 
became celebrated exploits. 

* At the confluence of the Lower Zab with the Tigris. 
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Jikirmish to death, and sent his head to Mosul. 
When his son learned of this he wrote to Qilij 
Arslan b. Qutulmish, summoning him to his "aid 
from Malatiya and promising to surrender to him 
the city and all the districts which he held. Now 
jikirmish had collected a vast revenue from the 
Jazlra and Mosul, and was popular amongst his 
subjects, just in his government, and noted for 
his uprightness in all his territories. When there¬ 
fore Qilij Arslan was apprised of the contents of 
the letter which was written to him by the son 
of jikirmish, he agreed to his request, and setting 
out towards him with his ‘askar arrived at Nasibin. 
The son of Jikirmish, summoned by him from 
Mosul, went to join him, and Qilij Arslan entered 
Nasibin, since he had with him only a portion of 
his 'askar, the remainder being in Anatolia, to 
assist the king of Constantinople against the 
Franks. When the 'askar of Qilij Arslan drew 
near to the ‘askar of Jawall Saqawa, and the 
vanguards of both sides engaged in battle, a party 
of the troops of Qilij Arslan defeated a party of 
the troops of Jawall Saqawa, killing some and 
taking others prisoner. Thereupon Jawall set 
out with the main body to attack the army of 
Qilij, having learnt that he had sent to summon 
the remainder of his 'askar from Anatolia, and 
that he had only a small force with him. He made 
for the district of the Khabur, and went thence to 
al-Rahba, encamped before it, and besieged it. 
At the same time he wrote to Muhammad, who 
governed the town on behalf of the king Shams 
al-Muluk Duqaq, lord of, Damascus, and had with 
him the king Irtash b. Taj ad-Dawla, who had 
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fltd from Damascus after the death of his 
the king Duqaq, summoning hirn to surrender it 
to him but he paid no heed to his letter, and gave- 
him to despair of his request. Jawali remained 
there for a time prosecuting his siege of the city. 

Here he was joined by the amir iNajm al-Pin 
Il-Ghazi b. Ortuq, with a great company of ns 
‘askar of Turkmens, and he sent a request iur 
support in his attack on the town to the king 
Fakhr al-Muluk Rudwan, who joined him wit him 
‘askar having first made a truce with 1 ancre< 
lord of Antioch. But when he left Aleppo, and 
Toscelin lord of Tell Bashir, learned of his absence 
from the city, he made a series of raids upon the 
districts of Aleppo in all directions. Jawali 
remained in his Lines before al-Rahba from the 
beginning of Rajab (began 26th February, 1107), 
until 22nd Ramadan (17th April), when tlie 
Euphrates rose with its customary flood aud 
Tawali’s troops embarked in boats and sailed up 
towards the city walls, with the collusion of some 
of the townsmen. But they were unable to effect 
anything with their co-operation, and the tioops 
made instead an assault on the wall, captured the 
town, and set about plundering it, confiscating 
the goods of many of the inhabitants, and forcing 
them to produce their hidden treasures by torture. 
After a time Jawali ordered the plundering to 
cease, promised the people security, and restored 
them to their dwellings. 1 he citadel surrendered 
to him five days later, on 28th Ramadan (23rd 
Mavfi Tawali then confirmed the appointment ox 
Muhammad as governor of the town, and swore 
him to allegiance, but a few days later he arie»ted 
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In iff on account of some matter which had come 
to his ears and roused his displeasure with him, 
arid had him confined in the citadel. The king 
Irtash also became one of the dependants of 
Saqawa, and was no longer free to act on his own 
behalf. Now this Muhammad, the governor, had 
sent previously to Qilij Arslan b. Sulaiman, 
appealing for his aid and assistance in defending 
the city against J a wall. Qilij Arslan consequently 
advanced with his ‘askar towards al-Rahba, but 
when he heard of its capture, he turned back and 
halted at al-Shamsanlya, having no intention of 
coming to blows with Jawali. Meanwhile, Jawali 
set out and after a halt at Maksin determined to 
advance towards the province of Mosul. With him 
was Fakhr al-Muluk Rudwan, and it chanced that 
they marched on the ‘askar of Qilij, and the two 
parties joined combat on Thursday iqth Shawwal 
(13th June). 

It was then mid-summer, the heat was intense, 
and the ground scorching, and most of the horses 
on both sides perished. The 'askar of Qilij Arslan 
charged on the 'askar of Jawali, and Jawali sought 
out Qilij Arslan in the press and struck him several 
blows with his sword, without producing any 
effect on him. The ‘askar of Qilij Arslan was 
routed, the lord of Amid separated from him during 
the battle, along with the lord of Mayyafariqin, 
and the remainder fled. The sword did execution on 
the forces of Qilij Arslan, and Qilij himself in the 
rout fell into the Khabur and perished in the water, 
and was not seen again. .Some days later he was 
found dead. Jawali returned to Mosul, and the 
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king Fakhr al-M'uluk Rudwan in fear of him left 
him and returned to Aleppo. Jawall seized Najm 
al-Din Il-Ghazi b. Ortuq and demanded of him 
repayment of the money he had spent on the 
Turkmens, but came to terms with him and agreed 
to accept instead a sum of money to be paid to him. 
He took hostages from him pending the payment 
of this sum, and Il-Ghazi continued to furnish them 
to him 1 subsequently. 

Now Qilij Arslan had dispatched one of his 
principal"commanders to Anatolia with a great 
host of Turkmens, to reinforce the king of Con¬ 
stantinople against Bohemond and those Franks 
who were with him, making their way to Syria. 
These troops therefore set olf to join the king of 
the Greeks and the armies of Greeks which he had 
assembled. When the opposing forces had 
mustered their full strength they set their ranks 
and engaged in battle. The Greeks were victorious 
over the Franks and drove them in a shameful 
rout which destroyed the greater part of them by 
death or captivity. The remnant of them who 
escaped broke up into small parties to make their 
way back to their own country. Qilij Arslan’s 
Turkish troops also separated to their own places, 
after he had honoured them with ceremonial 
banquets and robes and distributed bounty 
amongst them. 

When Jawall Saqawa returned from 2 al-Rahba 
and encamped before Mosul, he sent messages to 

1 Text: aqama l ahu biha, perhaps’ " Jawall retained them as a 
guarantee of his good conduct/' or (substituting qama for aqama) 
“ Ii-Ghaz! paid him the amount." , 

.» Reading min for 'il&. 
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its inhabitants and the garrison in the city, who, 
being unable to defend it against him or keep him 
at a distance, surrendered it to him, after receiving 
from him a guarantee of security for all within its 
walls. The son of Qilij had taken refuge in the 
city, and Jawall seized him and had him conveyed 
to'the [Saljuqid] Sultan Muhammad, with whom 
he remained until he escaped from the camp at 
the beginning of the year 503 (began 31st July, 
1109), and made his way back to his father's 
kingdom in Anatolia. It is said that when he 
arrived there, he formed a plot against his uncle's 
son and having killed him, firmly established 
himself in the kingdom in his stead. 1 

In this year the Turkmen amir al-Ispahbad 
arrived at Damascus from his own province. 
Zahir al-Dxn, having received him with honour and 
entertained him, assigned to him as an apanage 
Wadi Musa (Petra), Mo'ab, al-Sharat, al-Jibal, 
and the Balqa', and he set out for these districts 
with his 'askar. Now the Franks had penetrated 
into those parts and had killed, enslaved, and 
plundered all that they could lay hands on in them. 
When the Ispahbad reached them, he found their 
population in the utmost fear and misery on 
account of what they had suffered from the Franks. 
So he established himself there, but the Franks, on 
hearing of his arrival, marched towards him 
through the desert, and encamped opposite the 
place in which he was encamped. They left him 

* This passage apparently refers to Malik-shah (500-510), whom 
Qilij left in command of Mosul on his advance against Jawall (lbii 
al-Athlr X, 297). 
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Unmolested until they found an opportunity 
against him, then attacked him when he was off 
his guard, and he fled with most of his askar. 
The remainder perished and the Franks took 
possession of his baggage-train. He arrived at 
‘Ain al-Katlba in the district of Hawran, at a 
time when the 'askar of Damascus was encamped 
before it. Zahir al-Din received him with expres¬ 
sions of sympathy for what had befallen him and 
of consolation for what he had lost, indemnified 
him, and bestowed upon him a gift which retrieved 
his fortunes. 1 


A.H. 501 

(22nd August , 1107, to 10 th August, 1108) 

In this year Baldwin, king of the Franks, 
collected his broken faction and God-forsaken army 
and marched On the port of Tyre. He encamped 
in face of the town and began the construction of 
a castle in its outskirts on Tell al-Ma ‘shuqa. He 
remained for a month, after which the governor of 
the tow r n purchased his withdrawal for seven 
thousand dinars, and he took them and withdrew^ 
In this year also the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dunya 
wal-DIn Muhammad, having [defeated and slain 
Sadaqa b. Mazyad, 2 and] settled the affairs of 
al-Hillah, set out to return to Isfahan at the 
beginning of the month of [Shawwal]. 3 Before 

1 Ibn al-Athlr (X, 318) records the return of the Ispalibadh 5 abftwu 
from Damascus 1:o. al/Iraq in the following year ( 5 0T ) • 

a Sec above p. 76 n.r. „ , .. , c 

» The month is omitted in the text, and has been supplied from 
Ibn al-Athlr, X, 318. 


setting out he laid it as a duty upon the amir 
Mawdud and the 'askar to march on Mosul, 
reduce it by siege, and take possession of it, 
Mawdud and the anny therefore proceeded oh 
their way and encamped before Mosul. Now 
Jawali, lord of the city', had driven out most of 
the people, and his troops had behaved themselves 
ill in it and committed every kind of excess. So 
he betook himself to al-Rahba and deputed one of 
his officers in whom he had confidence to remain 
in Mosul and defend it. The 'askar of the sultan | 

had remained before it for some time, when seven 
of the townsmen resolved upon conniving at its 
capture, and opening one of the city gates delivered 
over the town to Mawdud. Upon entering he 
made a great slaughter of the troops of Jawali, but 
gave quarter to the ..garrison in the citadel, and 
dispatched them and mil that was with them to 
the Sultan. 

In Sha'ban of this year (began 16th March), the 
situation of Fakhr al-Mulk Ibn ‘ Ammar at Tarabulus 
became critical, owing to the siege of the Franks, 
and the length of time which it had lasted, the 
long-drawn-out watch for the coming of reinforce¬ 
ments, and the continued procrastination in 
sending assistance. In consequence of this, he 
sent to Damascus, asking that the amir Ortuq b. 

‘Abd al-Razzaq, one of the amirs of Damascus, 
should visit him, in order that he might discuss 
with him what was in his mind. The amir con¬ 
sented to this, and having asked and received 
permission to go from Zahlr al-Din, set out towards 
him, Meanwhile, Fakhr al-Mulk had left Tarabulus 
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y land with about 'five hundred horse and foot, 
taking with him a quantity of gifts and precious 
objects to be presented to. the Sultan when he 
went to visit him at Baghdad. When Ortuq 
reached him and they met together, it was decided 
between them that Fakhr al-Mulk should go to 
Damascus in his company. He proceeded to 
Damascus accordingly, and was lodged at Marj 
Bab al-Hadid (the meadow by the Iron Gate) 
outside the walls. Zahir al-D!n showed him every 
possible honour and mark of respect, and the 
amirs and commanders of the troops presented 
him with as many horses, mules, camels and other 
gifts as each of them found it within his means 
to give. 

Now Fakhr al-Mulk had left as his lieutenants 
in the defence of Tarabulus Abu’l-Manaqib, who 
was his uncle’s son, and the principal officers of 
his troops and his guard, 1 and having bestowed 
upon them six months’ pay, he bound them by 
oaths of allegiance and fidelity. His cousin, 
however, revolted against him and declared his 
allegiance to al-Afdal, the son of the Amir al- 
Juyush, in Egypt. When Fakhr al-Mulk learned 
of his action, he wrote to his officers bidding 
them arrest him and remove him to the castle of 
al-Khawabi. This was done, and Fakhr al-Mulk 
proceeded on his way to Baghdad, in the company 
of Taj al-Muluk Burl, son of Zahir al-Din Atabek. 
For the Atabek had learned that at the Sultan’s 
court there were envious rivals of his, who were 
undermining his position by insidious slanders and 
seeking to injure him and to bring him into dis- 

1 Ghitman, slaves, i.e., members oi the Turkish 'askar or guard. 




favour with the Sultan. On this account he dis¬ 
patched along with his son a quantity of presents 
and precious objects, such as horses, rich stuffs, 
and other articles which are suitable for sending 
as gifts. He appointed as wazlr to him Abu’l- 
Najm Ilibat-AUah b. Muhammad b. Badf, who 
had been chief accountant ( mvstawfi) to the 
martyr-Sultan Taj al-Dawla. He gave this man 
full control over the prince, and empowered him 
to act as envoy between him and those to whom 
he was sent. The start of the journey was made 
on 8th Ramadan, 501 (21st April, 1108). When 
they arrived at Baghdad, Fakhr al-Mulk was 
received by the Sultan with such marks of honour 
and esteem as even exceeded his hopes. 1 he 
Sultan commanded a number of the great amirs 
to go with him to give him assistance and reinforce¬ 
ment in repelling those who had invested his city, 
and to inflict condign punishment upon them, and 
drive them off. He gave instructions to the 'askar 
which was detailed to go with him to make a brief 
halt by the way at Mosul and wrest it from the 
hands of Jawall Saqawa, and thereafter to proceed 
to Tarabulus. The result of this was the events 
which have been related above. Meanwhile, 
Fakhr al-Mulk was detained [at the Sultan’s 
court] so long that he grew impatient and returned 
to Damascus in the middle of Muharram 502 (end 
of August, iio8h 

As for Taj al-ivluluk, son of Zahir al-Dm, the 
affair for which he h*d been sent proceeded to his 
utmost satisfaction, 'and he received from the 
Sultan gratifying favours both for his father and 
for himself. Having beefl honoured by the be- 
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'stowal of magnificent robes from the Caliph as 
well as from the Sultan, he returned to Damascus 
and reached it at the end of Dhu’l-Hijja of this 
same year (early August, 1108). 

Fakhr al-Mulk Ibn ‘Am mar, on his return to 
Damascus, remained there for some days, and set 
out thence with a troop of cavalry which had 
been detached from the ‘askar of Damascus to 
accompany him, together with his own cavalry. 
[He marched to the port of Jabala] 1 and entered 
it, and the inhabitants gave him their allegiance. 
The people of Tarabulus sent to al-Afdal in Egypt, 
begging him to send them a governor by sea, 
accompanied by vessels with grain and provisions, 
that he might take over command of the town. In 
response to their appeal, Sharaf al-Dawla, son of 
Abu Tayyib, came to them as governor on behalf 
of al-Afdal, bringing with him supplies of grain. 
As soon as he arrived and established himself in 
the town, he arrested all the partisans and officers 
of Fakhr al-Mulk Ibn ‘Ammar, together with his 
stores, ecpiipage, and furniture, and had them all 
sent to Egypt by sea. 

In this year also Zahir al-DIn Atabek marched 
out by night with the ‘askar to Tiberias, and 
dividing his troops into two detachments, sent 
one of them into Palestine, and with the other 
made a raid oh Tiberias. The lord of the town, 
called Gervase, 2 one of the chiefs,of the Franks 
who were noted for knightliness, courage, gallantry, 
and prowess in combat, a m an of the stamp of 
King Baldwin m his leadership of the Franks, came 
out against him with his nten-at-arms. When they 

1 These words are missing in the printed text. * Jaffa*. 
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engaged in battle, the Turkish cavalry surrounded 
him and his companions, and most of them were 
killed. Gervase himself was captured with some 
others, and they were taken to Damascus. Some 
of them were sent as a present to the Sultan, and 
Gervase and those of his companions who were in 
captivity with him were executed, after they had 
offered a sum of money for their release, but the 
atabek refused to accept it. 

In this year Baldwin marched with his forsaken 
army of Franks to the port of Sidon, invested it 
by land and sea and built a wooden tower for an 
assault upon it. The Egyptian fleet arrived to 
defend it, and gained a victory over both the 
Genoese fleet and the land forces. News also 
reached the Franks of the approach of the askaT 
of Damascus for the defence of Sidon, whereupon 
they withdrew and returned to their own places. 



A.H. 502 

(xi th August, 1108, to 30 th July, 1109) 

In this year the lord of ‘Arqa sent an envoy to 
Zahfr al-Din Atabek requesting assistance from 
him to repel the attacks of the F ranks, and 
desiring the despatch of an officer to take over the 
town. " Zahir al-Din accordingly dispatched one 
of his trusty officers, who took over control and 
remained as governor of the town, in expectation 
of the arrival of the (askar and the fulfilment of 
Zahir al-Din’s promise to bestow a robe of honour 
and rewards upon him. But there occurred at that 
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heavy falls of snow and rains that hindered 
the march of the ‘askar to 'Arqa; the provisions 
in the town ran short and supplies were cut off from 
it, and the Franks made haste to besiege it. There¬ 
upon ZahTr al-Dln set out towards it, but found 
that the Franks had already invested the place, 
and that his own strength was insufficient to drive 
them off. He retired to the castle of al-Akma, 1 
and encamping before it, began an attack upon it* 
When the Franks learned of this, they marched 
against him with about three hundred knights in 
order to reinforce the garrison in al-Akma, and 
joined them under cover of night. Their spirits 
were so raised by this that the atabek, in view of 
the increased strength of the garrison, judged it 
necessary to retire, and. withdrew like one defeated. 
The Franks were emboldened against him, and in 
their pursuit of the 'askar took an immense booty 
in horse and other animals. The troops dispersed 
amongst the woods and mountains and reached 
Hirns in the most wretched and pitiable condition, 
though there had been no fighting at all. There¬ 
after the Franks returned to 'Arqa, and its pro¬ 
visions being exhausted, they gained possession of 
it by capitulation., 

In Sha 'ban of this year (6th March to 3rd April, 
1109) Raymond, 2 the son of the St. Gilles who had 
formerly besieged Tarabulus, arrived from the 
land of the Franks by sea with sixty vessels, loaded 
up with Franks and Genoese, and encamped before 
I arabiflus. A dispute arose between him and 

* Perhaps represented by the modern Akun, on the- lower slopes of 
Lebanon, 32 km. S.W. of Hum and 9 km. S E. oi Oubai ‘at. 

* Rttimand , i.e., Bertram son of Kay monel. 
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Cerdagne, 1 tlic son of St. Gilles' sister, and 
Tailored, lord of Antioch, came to him in order to 
support de Cerdagne. King Baldwin, lord of 
Jerusalem, also arrived with his army and restored 
peace between them. De Cerdagne returned to 
'Arqa, and finding a certain Frank in the fields 
there, he desired to strike him, but the Frank 
struck and killed him. When this news reached 
Raymond, son of St. Gilles, he sent one of his 
officers to take over "Arqa. The Franks now 
descended with their hosts and levies upon 
Tarabuius, and set about attacking it and blockad¬ 
ing its population from 1st Shawwal (4th May) to 
nth Dhul-Hijja of this year (12th July). They 
set up their towers against the city wall, and 
when the townsfolk saw with their own eyes the 
army and fighting men they repented bitterly, and 
were convinced of their doom. Their spirits were 
lowered by universal despair at the delay of- the 
Egyptian fleet in bringing provisions and rein¬ 
forcements by sea, for the stores of the fleet had 
been exhausted and the direction of the wind 
remained contrary, through the will of God that 
that which was decreed should come to pass. The 
Franks pressed their attack upon the city, and 
delivered an assault from their towers, and 
captured it by the sword on Monday nth DhuT- 
Hijja (12th July) of this year. They plundered all 
that was in it, took the men captive, and enslaved 
the women and children ; the quantities of material 
that fell into their hands from its merchandise and 
storehouses, and the books in its college and in the 
libraries of private owners, exceed all computation. 

1 al-Satddnl. 




The governor of the city and a number of his troops, 
who had asked for quarter before its capture, were 
spared ; and after it was occupied, they were set 
free and arrived at Damascus a few days later. The 
townsmen were cruelly handled, their money was 
confiscated and their treasures dug up from their 
places of concealment and they were reduced to 
the utmost destitution and bitter distress. 

It was agreed between the Franks and the 
Genoese that a third of the town, with what had 
been plundered from it, should belong to the 
Genoese, and two-thirds to Raymond son of St. 
Gilles, and they set aside for Ring Baldwin from 
the choicest of the booty, a portion with which he 
was content. Meanwhile, Tancred, since he had 
not. gained what he desired from supporting de 
Cerdagne, had withdrawn, and attacked and 
captured Bulunyas, 1 giving a promise of security 
to its population, in Shawwal (May) of this year. 
Thereafter he descended upon the port of Jabala, 3 
in which Fakhr al-Mulk Ibn ‘Ammar was living. 
The town was but scantily stocked with foodstuffs 
and he blockaded it and its inhabitants without 
intermission until Friday 22nd Dhu’l-Hijja (23rd 
July), when he sent an envoy to them, promising 
them immunity, and on their acceptance of his 
terms, took possession of it by capitulation. 
Fakhr al-Mulk Ibn ‘Ammar marched out of it 
without molestation, though Tancred had pro¬ 
mised to show a benevolent regard for him and to 
grant him the town as a fief. 

1 Text : Banyas. Bulunyas, (Balanea) was near the coast, ten miles 
South of Jabala. 

* Text: JubaiL 


„ _ Jit CRUSADES oi 

~PC little later there arrived the Egyptian fleet, 
such a fleet as had never before been dispatched 
by the Egyptians in regard to the number of men 
and vessels and quantity of equipment and pro¬ 
visions, for the purpose of defending Tarabulus 
and of strengthening it by abundant food stuffs, 
men and money for the space of a year, and also 
for the strengthening of the coast towns and 
population belonging to Egypt. They arrived at 
Tyre on the eighth day after the capture of 
Tarabulus, having been forestalled in their purpose, 
by reason of the calamity preordained for its 
people. The fleet remained on the coast for a 
time, and distributed the provisions in the various- 
districts. The people of Tyre, Sidon, and Bairut 
sought to retain it, and made representations of 
their lamentable condition and their incapacity to 
fight against the Franks, but the fleet could not 
stay and weighed anchor to return to Egypt when 
the wind became favourable. 

In Shawwal (May) of this year reports were 
received that the amir Sukman al-Qutbl, 1 having 
besieged the city of Mayyafariqln and blockaded 
its people for a number of months, had captured it 
by capitulation, after its provisions had given out 
and its inhabitants were reduced to starvation. 


In the same year, Bohemond, lord of Antioch, 
arrived from the land of the Franks on his way back 
to his kingdom with a great host. He halted in 

1 He was a Turkish general oi the Saljuqids, who had seized AkhlaC 
one of the principal cities oi Armenia, at the western end of Lake Van, 
from its former Kurdish rulers in noo, Mayyafariqln (Martyropolia) 
at this time was in the possession of an independent atabek, Khumart&sh, 
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the vicinity of Constantinople, and its king went 
out against him, accompanied by a great host of 
Turkmens from the districts bordering on his 
territories. They fought against one another for 
some days, and the king sought to disunite them 
by every means, until they broke up, and became 
dispersed throughout the land. Bohemond made 
his peace with the king, and being admitted to 
his presence lie and those with him paid homage to 
him. 1 Thus God, to Him be praise, delivered 
us from them and diverted their fury from Islam. 


In this year a succession of envoys from King 
Baldwin came to Zahir al-Dln witli proposals for 
an armistice and the establishment of amicable 
relations. An agreement was reached between 
them that the Sawad and Jabal 'Awf should be 
divided into thirds, the Turks to have one-third, 
and the Franks and peasantry two-thirds. The 
compact was concluded on this proposition, and 
the terms written down on this basis. 

When the Franks captured Jabala, Fakhr al- 
Mulk I bn ‘Ammar had left the town and gone to 
Shaizar, the lord of which, Sultan b. ‘All b. al- 
Muqallad b. Munqidh al-Kinanl, received him and 
his followers with honour, and proposed that he 
should remain with him. He refused the invitation 
and set out for Damascus to rejoin Zahir al-Din 
Atabek, who welcomed him, assigned him a 
residence, and bestowed on him the town and 
districts of al-Zabdanx as a fief in M'uharram of 
the year 503 (August. 1109). 

1 Literally : “ trod his carpet." 



When the Franks finished with Tarabulus, after 
capturing it and putting the affairs of the city and 
its districts into order, they marched to Rafanfya. | 

Zahir al-Din also, learning that they entertained 
this purpose, marched towards Rafamya with the 
'askar to protect it, and.pitched his camp at Hinas \ 

over against them. The Franks were unable to 4 J 
besiege or to invest the town, and there passed 
between them and Zahir al-DIn some correspon¬ 
dence and negotiations, which led to both parties 
agreeing to make an amicable settlement regarding 
their respective territories and to establish peaceful 
relations. A treaty was concluded on the terms 
that the Franks should receive one-third of the 
produce of the Biqa' (Coele-Syria) and that the 
castles of al-Munaitira and Ibn 'Akkar 1 should be 
delivered up to them, that they should abstain 
from their plundering and ravaging in the provin- | 

c-es and outlying districts, that the castles of 
Masy&f,* Hisn al-Tufan and Hisn al-Akrad should 
be included in the terms of the treaty, and that 
their inhabitants should pay a stipulated sum 
annually to the Franks as protection-money. The 
Franks observed these conditions for a short time, 
but they did not long continue within the terms of : | | 
the agreement and returned to their customary 
ravaging and destroying. 

In First Jumada of this year (began 26th 

i Ibn 'Akkar is apparently Hisn 'Altkar north of Tarabulus. 

* Text; Masyath. 
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bvember) news was received from al-Traq of the 
arrival at Baghdad of the Sultan Ghiyath al- 
Dunya wal-Din 1 Muhammad son of Malik-Shah, 
and of his despatch of letters to all his territories, 
announcing his firm resolve to proceed to the Holy 
War. It was reported also that he had issued a 
command to Zahir al-DIn Atabek to make no 
advance until such time as the troops should arrive 
in Syria, when he should join with them and take 
control of their operations, because he had dis¬ 
patched a constant succession of letters with 
appeals for assistance and reinforcements against 
the infidel opponents. But certain obstacles arose 
in the way of that design, and various hindrances 
which diverted him from his object. When the 
time of waiting lengthened out, and the boldness 
of the infidels was increased by the dilatoriness of 
the Sultan’s armies, Zahlr al-Din’s zeal for the 
of Islam and his Turkish resolution led 


cause 


him to prepare to journey in person to Baghdad, 
to pay homage at the high court of the Successor 
of the Prophet, the Caliph al-Mustazhir, and the 
stations of the Sultanic majesty of Ghiyath al- 
Dunya wal-Din, and to appear before them and 
make, complaint of what had befallen the Muslims 
within their realms, of the seizure o:f cities, the 
slaying of men and enslavement of women and 
children, and of their covetous ambition to reach 
out, to the conquest of the provinces of al-Jazira 
and al-Traq. Having made preparations for the 
journey, he took with him Fakhr al-Mulk Ibn 
‘Amman, lord of Tarabulus, and bis personal 
officers, and all that he could dispose of in (he 

1 The printed text has by error Rukn al-Dunya wal-DJn, 
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waylrfswift Arab horses, rare Egyptian stuffs and 
precious objects and gifts of every costly kind, 
such as were suitable for presentation, to those high 
quarters, and set out through the desert by way of 
al-Samawa. As his lieutenant in Damascus he 
appointed his son Taj al-Maluk Buri, and coun¬ 
selled him in regard to his duty of remaining on 
the alert in defence and protection [of his domin¬ 
ions], of benevolent conduct towards his subjects, 
of dissimulating to the Franks, and maintaining 
the amicable relations which had been established 
with them until his return. After he had set out, 
however, and had reached the valley in the desert 
called Wadi'l-Miyah (Valley of Waters), he received 
the report of a statement circulated by the 
alarmists in Baghdad, that the Sultan had in vested 
with the governorship of Syria certain amirs who 
were singled out by name, and indicated in this 
connection. This report caused him such dis¬ 
quietude as made it necessary for him to abandon 
his journey and he” commissioned Fakhr al-Mulk 
Ibn ‘Ammar, with certain of his officers in whom 
he had confidence, to go on to Baghdad together 
with the gifts and treasures which he had brought 
with him, and to represent him in putting an end 
to the state of affairs which had caused him to 
abandon his journey. Fakhr al-Mulk reached 
Baghdad with the gifts which he had brought, and 
was received with pleasure at his coming and regret 
at the return of the atabek, that he had not pro¬ 
secuted his journey and seen in person the fulfil¬ 
ment of his desires beyond his utmost hopes, and 
the demonstration of the falsity of those alarmist 
reports as baseless calumnies, A succession of 
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letters arrived [from Baghdad] about these matters, 
conveying messages of a gratifying and reassuring 
nature, and apologising for the spread oi this 
calumny and these false reports. , 

As Zahir al-Din Atabek was returning from 
Wadi’l-Miyah he had received information chat 
the freedman Gumushtagin al-Tajl, the governor 
of Ba ‘albek, had communicated with the Franks, 
seeking a friendly accommodation with them and 
inciting them to raid, the frontier districts, and 
had sent his brother the freedman Baitagm al~ 
Tail to the Sultan, that by slanderous intrigue be 
might find a way to rouse discord and dissension. 
When Zahir al-I)In heard of this report and of the 
despatch of Baitagm, he summoned a troop ot 
his‘askar and gave them instructions to proceed 
to the roads and highways by which he must 
necessarily pass on his journey, and to fetch him 
to him, but he failed to obtain any news of 
Baitagm. Zahir al-Din himself with the askai 
turned aside from his road [to proceed to Ba albekj 
and at the same time wrote to his son Laj al- 
Muluk, ordering him to set out with the askat 
to Ba ‘albek, and to encamp before it. laj al- 
M'uluk hastened to carry out his command, and 
setting out thither, encamped before it when the 
townsmen were oil their guard and not expecting 
him. Thereupon he addressed a letter to the 
freedman, summoning him to return to his allegi¬ 
ance and surrender the place to him, warning him 
of the consequences of persisting m his disobedi¬ 
ence and rebellion, and threatening him it lie 
maintained an attitude which must lead to the 

i i e., to set the Sultan against Zahir al-Dtu. 
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^Shedding of blood. Notwithstanding that lie 
couched this warning and ultimatum in the 
strongest terms, Gumushtagln rejected his de¬ 
mands, and persisted in his opposition and 
insubordination. Shortly afterwards, Zahir al- 
Dm came up with his ‘askar and the forces of 
tootsoldiers which he had collected, and disposed 
his troops in battle positions opposite Ba ‘albek. 
He set up catapults against it, and began the 
construction of an engine of war and breaching, 
in order to find the weak spots in its defences, and 
to take advantage of the opportunity offered by 
them. A number of troops from the town bands 
and the garrison made their submission to him, 
and he showed them favour and bestowed robes 
upon them. He then made an assault upon the 
wall, and killed a number of its defenders. When 
the townsfolk saw the energy with which he fought 
and his persistence in maintaining the siege, they 
inclined towards making submission to him. The 
freedman sought the remission of his fault and 
promised to surrender the town and citadel upon 
a definite stipulation and the assignment to him 
of a specified fief. He asked that one of the 
commanders might come to him to discuss matters 
with him and bring them to a successful conclusion 
for himself. So he sent the amir Baltash to him, 
on account of his standing with the government. 
A settlement having been reached on the conditions 
he had proposed, he surrendered to Zahir al-Dln 
both town and citadel, which was exceedingly 
formidable and inaccessible, one of the most 

• celebrated of fortresses and a marvel of construc¬ 
tion, and went out to him. The atabek followed 

G 
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his generous custom, of pardoning those who had 
done evil to him and raised rebellion against him, 
giving him in exchange for JBa albek the castle of 
Sarkhad, which is likewise celebrated for its 
strength and inaccessibility, and restoring to him 
the property and estates of whicji he had deprived 
him, and • , ^ to Damascus. Zahn al-Dln 

Atabek made over the governorship of Ba ‘albelc 
to his son Taj al-Muliik Brin, and established a 
garrison in it under trustworthy officers in whom 
he had confidence, and settled its affairs. The 
space of time spent in besieging the city was 
thirty-five clays, and it was surrendered^ ^ on 
22nd Ramadan 503 (14th April, a no). Zahlr 
al-DIn gave orders to relieve the inhabitants of 
Ba 'albek from oppressive imposts and to remit a 
portion of their land tax, and he restored to them 
properties which had been wrongfully seized bom 
them in former times, whereupon the people 
showered blessings upon him and expressions of 
gratitude reached him from all sides. He set out 
thereafter to return to Damascus, where he 
received news of the Sultan s return from Baghdad 
to Isfahan in Shawwal of this year (beg, 231 d 
April). 

News arrived of the death of the amir Ibrahim 
[son of] Yanal (Inal), lord of Amid ; he was a 
man of evil conduct, and spoken of as a tyrant 
to its people, so that a number of its inhabitants 
had left the city because of his persistent oppression 
of them and his injustice towards them. Thus 
there was general relief at his loss, and hope of 

1 A word or words, missing in the. text, perhaps sent him. 
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• his death. Fie was suc¬ 
ceeded by his son, 1 who was a man of more upright 
character and more humane nature than his father. 

In this year also Tancred marched out from 
Antioch with his host and Ids God-forsaken rabble 
to the Syrian frontiers, 2 and having captured 
Tarsus and the adjacent territories and expelled 
the representative of the king of the Greeks from 
them, returned to Antioch. Next he marched out 
to Shaizar, and after ravaging its territory, 
imposed upon it a tribute of ten thousand dinars, 
to be paid to him at once. He then besieged Hisn 
al-Akrad, which was surrendered to him by its 
inhabitants, and proceeded to ‘Arqa. King 
Baldwin and the son of St. Gilles had in the mean¬ 
time invested the port of Bairut both by land and 
sea. Tancred returned to Antioch, and Joscelin, 3 
lord of Tell Bashir, journeyed to the port of Bairut, 
in order to assist the Franks who were investing it, 
and ask their support against the 'askar of the 
amir Mawdud, 1 which was investing al-Ruha. 
The Franks set about constructing a tower and 
planting it against the wail of Bairut, but when it 
was completed and they moved it up it was broken 
by stones from the catapults and rendered useless. 
Thereupon they set to work upon another, and the 
son of St. Gilles constructed a third tower. During 
this time nineteen war vessels of the Egyptian 
fleet arrived by sea, and having overcome the 

1 Sa'd al-Dawla Aikaldi (Aigild!) or Il-Aldl. 

» Cilicia and the districts bordering cm Anatolia, 

a Jusalln. 

* Mawdud, son of Altuntash and nephew of Karbiiqa, the former 
Turkish governor of Mosul (see above p. 83). He was not the brother 
of Sultan MuAaniniad (Ghlyith al-Dunya wal-HIn). 
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vessels of the Franks and captured some of them, 
they entered Bairut with supplies. The spirits 
of the population were raised by this success. 
King Baldwin sent to al-Suwaidiya, asking aid of 
the Genoese who were there with their ships, and 
forty of their vessels came to Bairut in response, 
laden with fighting men. The Franks now attacked 
both by land and sea with their entire forces, on 
Friday 21st Shawwal (13th May). They set up 
two towers against the wall and fought with the 
utmost vigour. The commander of the Egyptian 
fleet was killed, together with a great host of the 
Muslims, and never before nor after did the Franks 
see a more hard-fought battle than this. The 
people in the town lost heart and became assured 
of their destruction. At the close of this day the 
Franks made an assault on the town and captured 
it mightily by the sword ; the governor who was 
in it fled with a party of his troops, but he was 
brought to the Franks, and put to death with all 
his companions, and they plundered all the 
treasure he had taken with him. The city was 
sacked, its inhabitants enslaved or inade prisoner, 
and their goods and treasures confiscated. Shortly 
afterwards there arrived from Egypt three hundred 
horsemen as a reinforcement for Bairut but. when 
they reached the Jordan province 1 a small 
detachment of Franks came out against them, and 
the Egyptians fled before them to the hills and 
many of them perished. When the affairs of 
Bairut had been set in order, King Baldwin 
departed with the Franks and encamping before 

1 The province of Urriunn included most of Samaria and Galilee 
in addition to the valley of the Jordan. 
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tBe port of Sidon, sent an envoy to its inhabitants 
summoning them to surrender the town. They 
asked of him a respite for a space of time which 
they specified, and he granted them a respite 
after exacting from them a sum of six thousand 
dinars to be paid to him as annual tribute, their 
former tribute having been two thousand dinars. 
Thereafter he departed for Jerusalem to perform 
the pilgrimage. 

On 8th DhuT-Qad ‘da of this year (29th May) 
there appeared in the sky a comet from the East 
with a tail extending southwards. It continued 
until the end of Dhu'FHijja (mid-July) and then 
disappeared. 

In this year also the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dunya 
wal-Din wrote to the amir Sukman al-Qutbi, lord 
of Armenia and Mayyafariqm, and to the amir 
Sharaf al-DIn Mawdud, lord of Mosul, commanding 
them to set out with their troops to the Holy War 
against the Franks and the defence of the territories 
of Mosul. Having collected their troops and 
recruited their levies, they set out and halted at 
Jazirah Bani N urn air, until the governors of all 
the outlying districts had joined them, together 
with a great host of volunteers. They were joined 
also by the amir Najm al-Din Il-Ghazi son of 
Ortuq, with a great host of Turkmens, and the 
Muslim armies assembled in such force as all the 
Franks would not suffice to withstand. They 
agreed unanimously to open the Holy War by 
making for al-Ruha and blockading it until God 
should facilitate its capture, in view of its strength 
and impregnability. Setting out therefore with 
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all their forces, they encamped before it, between 
the 10th and 20th of Shawwal (3rd to 12th May), 
and surrounded it on all sides like a girdle, pre¬ 
venting all ingress and egress. The city was short 
of. provisions, and the inhabitants reached the 
verge of destruction. The price of foodstuffs rose 
to a height and the siege and blockade was main¬ 
tained over a long space of time. When the F ranks 
learned of this condition of affairs, they set about 
gathering their forces and levies and preparing 
their armaments arid taking measures for its; 
defence. In face of these circumstances unanimity 
was restored between them ; 'fancied, lord of 
Antioch, the son of St. Gilles, lord of Tarabulus, 
and King Baldwin, the chiefs of the governors of 
the provinces among the Franks, met together 
and made a solemn agreement with one another to 
remain steadfast in battle and to meet adversity 
with resolution. When a clear understanding was 
established between them, they set out with all 
their host towards al-Ruha. The news also reached 
Zahar al-Din Atabek, together with information of 
the agreement reached between the hranks, and 
setting out with the 'askar from Damascus he 
encamped at Salamiya. Here he learned that the 
Franks had attacked Rafanlya on their way, and 
that when they encamped before the town its 
governor, the amir Shams al-Khawass, made a 
sortie with his cavalry and killed a number of 
them. On Zahir al-Din's arrival at the camp of 
Salamiya, he was joined by a great host [of 
volunteers] who assembled together from all parts 
of Syria. News was brought that the Franks had 
reached the Euphrates and were preparing to cross 
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it in the direction of 1 al-Ruha. The atabek at 
once set out and made towards the district of 
al-Raqqa and Qal ‘at Ja 'bar. Having crossed the 
Euphrates, he delayed there until he heard news 
of the Franks and learned that they had resolved 
not to cross over, owing to the distribution of 
squadrons and scouting parties of the armies of 
Islam throughout all these parts and on all the 
roads leading to the river. 

When the Muslims learned that the Franks were 
in their neighbourhood, they agreed amongst them¬ 
selves to give them a clear passage so that they 
might be able to attack them in the open ground 
east of the Euphrates. They withdrew therefore 
from al-Ruha, at the end of Dhul-Hijja (ended 
19th July), and encamped in the land of Harran 
with the intention of deceiving the enemy and 
leading them into a trap, Harran had previously 
come into the possession of the amir Mawdiicl, and 
he had given it to Najm al-Din Il-Ghaz! son of 
Ortuq. The Muslims refrained from attacking the 
Franks until they should be close upon them and 
the 'askar of Damascus should join them. The 
Franks, perceiving the object of this manoeuvre 
and that the Muslims had acted thus by agreement 
amongst themselves, became alarmed, and with 
premonitions of disaster and defeat turned back in 
panic upon their tracks to the banks of the 
Euphrates. On the receipt of information of their 
movements, the Muslims advanced in their wake, 
and the foremost of the cavalry overtook them 
when some of their leaders had just crossed the 

1 "In the direction of ” is a conjectural restoration by the editor 
of the text. 
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river. Their transport and baggage train fell as 
booty to the Muslims, who annihilated an immense 
number of their followers by slaughter, capture and 
drowning in the Euphrates. The hands of. the 
Muslims were filled with spoils, plunder, captives, 
and animals, but they were unable to cross the 
river to overtake the remainder by reason of their 
occupation with the siege of aTRuha and their 
return thither. The Franks had evacuated all the 
helpless civilians from the city, leaving a garrison 
of Armenians to defend it, and had provisioned 
it with the stores which accompanied the relieving 
army, in order to strengthen it. Its lord, Baldwin 
the Little, 1 also left the city and set out in company 
with the retreating Franks. The army of Islam 
remained on the Euphrates for some days, en¬ 
camped opposite them, and then withdrew to 
prosecute the siege of al-Ruha. Zahlr al-Din 
Atabek, on learning of their retirement in this 
manner, withdrew to return to his own government 
in order to protect it from the Franks, after 
dispatching a numerous contingent from his camp 
to assist the besiegers of al-Ruha. He arrived at 
Damascus, and those of his ‘askar whom he had 
sent to al-Ruha remained there until the besieging 
army evacuated the country, w'hen they were 
given permission to return to their own places, 
after the bestowal of honours and bounties upon 
them. 

The frequent exchange of envoys between the 
atabek Zahir al-Din and the amir Sharaf al-Din 
Mawdud led to the consolidation of the friendship 

* Baghdawln aiyis, literally t4 tlie chieflet. 
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ariT'Che establishment of unity of purpose between 
them, and strengthened the bonds of comradeship. 
When the stay of the army of Islam at al-Ruha 
was prolonged by reason of its strength and power 
of resistance, and the supply of provisions to the 
camp began to fail and their stores to give out, 
necessity"compelled them to retire from it, and 
they dispersed, after first organizing a detachment 
to remain behind and harass al-Ruha from a base 
at Harran. Najm al-Din Il-Ghazi conceived an 
aversion to Sukman al-Qutbl, on account of an 
old quarrel which broke out afresh between them, 
and fled from Harran to Hardin ; Sukman then 
seized the son of his brother Ralak, and carried 
him with him in chains to his own town. After the 
dispersal of the Muslim armies from ar-Ruha, its 
lord, Baldwin the Little, returned and entered the 
city, though raids were continually being made on 
its borders. 

The king Fakhr al-Muluk Rudwan, lord of 
Aleppo, on learning of the defeat of the Franks, 
had gone out into the districts of Aleppo, and had 
recovered such of them as the Franks had captured, 
and raided the province of Antioch, taking a 
quantity of booty until, on hearing the report of 
their return, he returned to Aleppo. Shortly 
afterwards the Franks arrived and ravaged part 
of the province of Aleppo, killing and taking 
captive a great number of persons. Tancred on 
his return descended on al-Atharib, and captured 
it after a long siege and blockade in Latter Jumada 
of this year. 1 He spared its garrison, and those 


1 An obvious error for '* of the following year,” irG., Latter jumada 
504 (15th December, mo to 12th January, mi). 
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who desired to go out went out, and those remained 
who preferred to remain. Thereafter a treaty of 
friendship was agreed upon between the king 
Fakhr al-Muluk Rudwan and Tancred, on the 
conditions that the king should pay him annually 
a tribute of twenty thousand dinars from the 
revenues of Aleppo, with ten head of horses, and 
the release of the prisoners, and peace was restored 
upon this basis. 

In this year also King Baldwin, lord of Jerusalem, 
arrived in the district of Ba ‘albek with the object 
of plundering and creating devastation in the 
district of the Biqa‘. A correspondence ensued 
between him and Zahir al-Din Atabek in regard to 
this, until it was agreed to establish amicable 
relations between them on the condition that one- 
third of the produce of the Biqa‘ should belong 
to the Franks, and two-thirds to the Muslims and 
the peasantry. A protocol was drawn up between 
them on these terms in Safar of this year, 1 and 
he set off to return to his own province, retaining 
possession of the plunder from Ba ‘albek and the 
was j n his hands and the hands of 


Biqa‘ which 
his troops 


Reports were received in this year of the arrival 
of one of the kings of the Franks by sea, with more 
than sixty vessels laden with men-at-arms, for 
the purpose of making the pilgrimage and raiding 
the lands of Islam. He went up towards Jerusalem, 
and when Baldwin came out to meet him, it was 
agreed between them to attack the Islamic 

1 Began 30th August, 5109, but probably again for Safar 504 
(beginning 19th August, mo). 
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territories. On their return from Jerusalem, they 
encamped before the fortified port of Sidon on 
3rd Second Rabi' of the year 504 (19th October, 
mo) and blockaded it by land and sea. The 
Egyptian fleet was then stationed at the port of 
Tyre, but it was unable to bring support to Sidon. 
The Franks made a tower and moved it forwards 
towards the town, having draped it with branches 
of vines, mats and damp ox-hides, as a protection 
against missiles and greek fire. When they had 
completed its construction in this skilful fashion, 
they moved it up at intervals of several days on 
pulley-wheels inserted beneath it. On the day of 
the attack, when it had been brought close up to 
the wall they moved it forward, having placed in 
it supplies of water and vinegar to put out fires, 
and fighting machines. When those in Sidon saw 
what was afoot, their hearts sank, and they feared 
a repetition of a disaster like that at Bairut. 
The qadi and a number of the principal men of th6 
town were sent out to the Franks, and they asked 
Baldwin for a guarantee of safety. He agreed to 
their request and promised also security to the 
troops who were with them in respect of their 
lives and property, and to allow those who wished 
to leave the town to proceed to Damascus. When 
they had sworn him to these terms, the governor 
and controller of the administration, together with 
all the troops and guards and a great number of 
the townsmen, went out and proceeded to Damas¬ 
cus on 20th [First] Jumada 504 (4th December, 
mo), the siege having lasted forty-seven days. 
After establishing a garrison in the town and 
regulating its affairs, Baldwin returned to Jeru- 
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Salem, but a short time later he returned to Sidon, 
and exacted from those who had remained in it a 
tribute exceeding twenty thousand dinars, whereby 
he reduced them to poverty and stripped them of 
their possessions, and confiscated the property of 
a.ll of them who were known to have any residue. 


A.H. 504 

(noth July, mo, to gth July , ini) 

In this year news arrived that a company of 
travelling merchants, chafing at their prolonged 
inaction, lost patience and set out from Tinnls, 
Damietta and Misr 1 with a great quantity of 
merchandise and moneys. The Egyptian fleet 
was unable to go to sea, but they took upon them¬ 
selves the risk and set sail. They fell in with some 
Frankish vessels and were captured, and merchan¬ 
dise and moneys to the value of more than a 
hundred thousand dinars were seized by their 
captors, who held them as prisoners and tormented 
them, until they ransomed themselves by all 
that remained of their deposits at Damascus and 
elsewhere. 

On returning from Sidon, Baldwin marched to 
Ascalon, and made an attack upon it. Its governor 
Shams al-Khilafa opened negotiations with him, 
and a settlement was reached between them, the 
terms of which were that on receipt of a sum of 

1 Misr, the name usually applied to Fustf2U, now Old Cairo; the 
modern Cairo, founded in 969, being at this time restricted to the 
royal suburb. 
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money from the governor, Baldwin would retire 
and refrain from molesting Ascalon. Now Shams 
al-Khilafa was more desirous of trading than of 
fighting, and inclined to peaceful and friendly 
relations and the securing of the safety of travellers, 
and he levied from the people of Tyre seven thou¬ 
sand dinars, to be paid to him in the space of a year 
and three months. When the news of this reached 
al-Afdal, the ruler of Egypt, in Shawwaf (rath 
April to ioth May), he disapproved of his action 
and bore him a secret grudge on that account, but 
concealed it from all his associates, and equipped a 
strong 'askar to proceed to Ascalon under a 
governor to replace Shams al-Khilafa. When it 
approached Ascalon, and Shams al-Khilafa 
learned its purpose, he rebelled against al-Afdal 
and raising the standard of revolt drove out all 
the regular troops who were under his command. 
His reasons for this action were a fear that they 
might turn against him at the instigation of al- 
Afdal (since he was well aware of several actions 
on account of which al-Afdal was dissatisfied with 
Inm and bore him a strong ill-will) and also because 
he had entered into correspondence with Baldwin, 
desiring his friendship and assistance with men 
and provisions, and promising that if he should be 
overtaken by any calamity, he would deliver up 
the city to Baldwin, and ask Baldwin to compen¬ 
sate him for it. Al-Afdal, on learning of this, was 
afraid lest this arrangement should be carried out, 
and wrote to him to allay his suspicions, dissimu¬ 
lating with him, and assigning Ascalon to him as 
a fief. He further confirmed him in possession 
of his fief in Egypt, and put a stop to all interfer- 


* *#► 
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ence with his property in horses, merchandise, and 
household possessions in Egypt. Shams al- 
Khilafa, in fear of the townspeople, called in a 
company of Armenians and established them in 
the town, and this state of affairs lasted until the 
close of the year 504. The townsmen were 
indignant at his action, and a party of Kutama 1 
set upon him as he was riding, and wounded him. 
He fled to his house, but they pursued him, dis¬ 
patched him and plundered his house and property, 
as well as the houses of several of the respectable 
citizens - and the common people. The report of 
this was brought to the postmaster, 3 who hastened 
to the town. The inhabitants submitted to his 
authority, and sent the head of Shams al-Khilafa 
to al-Afdal in Egypt, together with a full account 
of his actions. Al-Afdal was gratified by the news, 
and rew arded those who brought the good tidings, 
but ordered the prosecution and incarceration of 
the assassins for what they had plundered from his 
house and seized of his property and the property 
of the townsfolk. The postmaster arrested a 
number of the townsfolk and conveyed them to 
Egypt, where they were incarcerated on their 
arrival. 




In First Jumada of this year (15th November to 
14th December) the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dunya wal- 
DI11 Muhammad, son of Malik-Shah, arrived at 
Baghdad from Hamadhan. Here he received 
letters and envoys from Syria, acquainting him 

1 The Kiitama were the Berber troops of the Fahmid Caliphs of 

k* Ht. ff the witnesses,” see p, 49, ii. r. 

* Sahib al-Sayyarah, 
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vn^rme state of affairs and the activities of the 
Franks after their return from the Euphrates:,; 
and the disaster at Sidon and al-Atharib and in the 
districts of Aleppo. On the first Friday of Sha ‘ban 
(17th February, mi) a certain Hasliimite sharif 1 
from Aleppo and a company of Sufis, merchants 
and theologians presented themselves at the 
Sultan's mosque, and appealed for assistance. 
They drove the preacher from the pulpit and broke 
it in pieces, clamouring and weeping for thecmis- 
fortunes that had befallen Islam at the hands of 
the Franks, the slaughter of men, and enslavement 
of women and children. They prevented the people 
from carrying out the service, while the attendants 
and leaders, to quieten them, promised them on 
behalf of the Sultan to dispatch armies and to 
vindicate Islam against the Franks and the infidels. 
On the following Friday they assembled again, 
•went to the Caliph’s mosque, and repeated their 
performance with much weeping and clamour and 
appealing for help, and lamenting. Shortly after¬ 
wards the princess, the Sultan’s daughter and wife 
of the Caliph, arrived at Baghdad from Isfahan, 
in such magnificence and with such quantities of 
jewellery, moneys, utensils, carriages and riding 
beasts of all kinds, furniture, varieties of gorgeous 
raiment, attendants, guards, slave-girls, and 
followers, as exceeds all reckoning. Her arrival 
coincided with these appeals for assistance, and the 
tranquillity of the city and joy at her coming were 
marred arid disturbed. The Caliph, al-Mustazhir 

* Sharif (pi. ashrdf), a lineal descendant of MuAammad through his 
daughter Falima, the wife of 'All; or more generally a descendant of 
Muhammad's clan, the B&aft ti&shita. 
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TFillah, Commander of the Faithful, was indignant 
at what had happened, and determined to seek out 
him who had been its instigator and cause, in 
order to mete out to him condign punishment. 
The Sultan prevented him from doing so, and 
excused the action of those people, and directed 
the amirs and commanders to return to their 
governments and make preparations for setting 
out to the Holy War against the inlidels, the 
enemies of God. 


In Latter Jumada of this year (15th December to 
12th January), the envoy of the tyrant 1 of the 
Greeks arrived with gifts, precious objects, and 
letters, the purport of which was an exhortation 
to attack the Franks and inflict summary chastise¬ 
ment upon them, to unite to drive them out of 
these territories, and abandon all remissness in 
regard to them, and to put forth the utmost 
exertions to exterminate them before they were* 
too firmly established in their menacing position 
and their malice became uncontrollable. He 
stated that he had prevented them from traversing 
his dominions to the Lands of the Muslims and had 
gone to war with them, but if their ambitious 
designs upon the land of Islam led to a constant 
succession of their armies and reinforcements 
proceeding thereto, he would be impelled by 
imperious necessities to come to- terms with them 
and to give them free passage and assistance in 
their aims and objects, and concluded with 

1 The Arabic text has here, as in some other passages, not the word 
malik (king), but mutamallik, lit. “would-be king,” or “ self-pro¬ 
claimed lting. M The reason for the distinction is obscure. 
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exhortations and incitements in the strongest of 
terms to take concerted action to fight them and 
root them out of these lands. 

In this year also King Baldwin, lord of Jerusalem, 
violated the truce agreed upon between the atabek 
and himself, and wrote to the son of St. Gilles, 
lord of Tarabulus, summoning him to bring his 
army and join him at Tiberias. Having collected 
his forces, he set out in the direction of Jerusalem, 
to dispose of a matter which he had in mind, but 
was seized on the way by an illness which detained 
him for some days, and after his recovery from it 
he became convinced that no further action calling 
for his attention was likely on their part. On 
learning of his intention Zahlr al-Dln Atabek set 
out with his 'askar and encamped at the. station 
called Ra’s al Ma’, whence he marched to the 
Lejah. The Franks followed him up to al- 
Sanamain and the atabek, by breaking up his 
forces so that detachments should operate against 
them from various directions, and posting cavalry 
patrols on the crossings and roads to prevent 
supplies from reaching them, put them in such 
■straits that they were compelled to revert to the 
the rule of peace and amicable relations. Negotia¬ 
tions were carried on to this end until it was agreed 
that Baldwin should have half the yield of Jabal 
‘Awf and the Sawad and al-Jabaniya, in addition 
to what he possessed, as well as of those neighbour¬ 
ing districts which were in the hands of the 
Bedouins of the Al al-Jarrah. This stipulation 
was set out in writing between them, and each of 
them returned to his own government at the end 
of Dhu’l-Hijja of this year (early July,, mi). 
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'After the appeal for assistance at Baghdad 
which has already been described, it had. been, 
agreed by the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dunya wal-Din 
that he should dispatch his troops and. command 
his amirs to prepare for setting out to the Holy 
War. They made preparations accordingly, and 
the first of them to set out for the provinces of the 
Franks was the amir the isfalisallar 1 Sharaf 
al-I)In Mawdud, lord of Mosul. He marched with 
his ‘askar to Sanjatan, and captured Tell Murad 
and a number of castles thereabouts by the sword 
and by capitulation. He was joined by the amir 
Ahmadil with a powerful ‘askar, who was followed 
in turn by the amir Sukman al-Qutbi from Armenia 
and .Diyar Bekr. They joined forces in the land of 
Harran, where a letter reached them from Sultan 
b. ‘All b. Munqidh, lord of Shaizar, informing them 
that Tancred, lord of Antioch, had descended upon 
the land of Shaizar and had begun to build Tell 
ibn Ma ‘shar opposite it and [was preventing] 2 the 
transport of grain to it. He therefore appealed to 
them for assistance and urged them to come to 
him. On learning of this they set out for Syria, 
and crossed the Euphrates in the middle of 
Muharram of the year 505. They encamped 
before Tell Bashir on 19th Muharram (28th July, 
mi) and remained there awaiting the arrival of 
the amir Bursuq b. Bursuq, lord of Hamadhan, 
who had been ordered by the Sultan to proceed to 
join them. He arrived with part only of his 
‘askar, and was himself suffering from gout ; 

1 A militarv title frequently conferred at this period, from Persian 
sipah-salar, co mmander-in-chief. 

» The word \nan 'ahu, which is not in the text, seems to be required 
by the sense. V, 
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Stifeman al-Qutb! also was ill, and the two dis¬ 
agreed with each other’s plans. Meanwhile the 
volunteers and common soldiers attacked this 
fortress and made a breach in it. Thereupon 
joscelin, lord of Tell Bashir, sent to the Kurdish 
amir Ahmadil, bribing him with money and gifts 
and promising to be with him and to take his part. 
Now the greater number of the regular troops were 
with Ahmadil, and when Joscelin begged him to 
withdraw from the castle and humbled himself to 
Mm, he consented to his request in spite of the 
disapproval of the other amirs. The illness of 
Sukman al-Qutbi grew worse, and Ahmadil deter¬ 
mined upon withdrawal, in Ms eagerness to receive 
the grant of Sukman's lands from the Sultan, since 
some connection and marriage relations had been 
established between them. The armies therefore 
withdrew from Tell Bashir to Aleppo, where they 
encamped before the city, ravaged its territories, 
and created worse devastation than the Franks had 
done. They had expected that either the king 
Fakhr al-Muhlk Rudwan, lord of Aleppo, would 
himself come out to join them, or else his officers 
would join them by his command. But he paid 
no heed to any of them, and shut the gates of 
Aleppo, took hostages from the townsmen into the 
citadel, and organized his troops, with the armed 
bands 1 of the Batinis and the loyal citizens, for 
garrison duty to guard the city wall and prevent 
the citizens fron ascending it. Besides this he 
gave a free hand to the brigands * to seize whomso¬ 
ever they could from the fringes of the army. 

1 dhdath, see above p, 70 n. 1. 

* al-hardmiya, apparently in the sense of " irregulars” ; c£. UsSma 
86.2. 
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i” At the time when these amirs assembled and 
crossed the Euphrates, they had corresponded with 
Zahir al-Dln Atabek asking him to join them and 
committing to him the direction of their enterprise. 
As a letter of similar import had reached him from 
the Sultan, the position of affairs as well as his 
own good judgment demanded that he should set 
out towards them Math the ‘askar to lend his aid 
in the Holy War and strengthen their resolution to 
protect these lands against the people of poly¬ 
theism and false doctrine. Having collected what 
men he could from Hims, Hamah, Rafaniya, and 
all the other Syrian strongholds, he marched up 
to them and joined them outside Aleppo. They 
received him with honour and marks of high 
respect, and their spirits were raised and their loins 
strengthened by his arrival; but in spite of the out¬ 
ward joy they displayed at his coming amongst 
them, he did not find in them any true determination 
to wage the Holy War nor to protect the country. 

As for Sukman al-Qutbi, his illness became 
aggravated, and being on the point of death, he 
separated from them and returned to his own town, 
and the report arrived of his death on the way, 
before he reached the Euphrates. As for Bursuq b. 
Bursuq, be was carried about on a litter, and could 
neither act nor speak, while Ahmadil was firmly 
set on returning because of Sukman’s lands and 
his eagerness to receive them as a fief from the 
Sultan. Zahir al-Din Atabek persuaded them to 
advance into Syria, and setting out at the end of 
Safar (beginning of September, nn), they en¬ 
camped at Ma 'arrat al-Nu 'man, where they acted 
as they had done formerly [at Aleppo]. The troops 
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seized what provisions they required from the 
district and were unable to carry with them any 
supplies of food or forage. The ill-will displayed 
by the generals towards Zahlr al~Dlix at length 
alienated him from them and inspired him with 
aversion to a longer stay amongst them ; it was 
told him, moreover, that the king Fakhr al-Muluk 
Rudwan had negotiated with one of the amirs to 
form a plot against him and assassinate him. He 
came to an agreement, therefore, with the amir 
Sharaf al-Dln Mawdiid, by which their friendship 
and alliance was securely established, and presen- 
ted to the remainder of the amirs the gifts which 
he had brought with him for them together with 
precious objects, swift Arab horses, and rare 
■Egyptian stuffs. They were accepted from him 
with profuse expressions of thanks and apprecia¬ 
tion and acknowledgment of indebtedness. 
Mawdiid faithfully carried out his promises to 
Zahir al-Dln, and remained steadfast in friendship 
to The atabek now urged the amirs to march 
on I arabulus, promising to supply them with all 
the provisions ■ which they should require from 
Damascus and its government, and, if they should 
be overtaken by the winter, to provide quarters for 
them m his cities, but they refused to carry out 
ins suggestion and dispersed like the tribes of 
oaba. 1 Bursuq b. Bursuq and Ahmadil withdrew 
and followed up the ‘askar of Sukman al-Qutbi. 

1 he amir Mawdud alone remained behind with the 
atabek, and they set out together from al-Ma ‘arra 
and encamped on the 'Asi (Orontes). 

t Uras ^ referring to the legendary dispersal of the 
ancient South Arabian tribes after the rupture of the dam of Marib. 
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When the Franks heard of the withdrawal and 
dispersal of the armies, they assembled and 
encamped at Afamiya in full force. On this 
occasion Tancred, Baldwin, and the son of St. 
Gilles, notwithstanding their hostility to one 
another, and their mutual aversion and disagree¬ 
ment, joined forces and formed a united front 
against Islam and its people. On their advance, 
Sultan b. Munqidh came out of Shaizar in person 
with his followers, and at a meeting with the atabek 
and Mawdud urged them to engage in the Holy 
War and belittled the strength of the Franks to 
them. They set out therefore, and crossing the 
‘Asi encamped in the southern part of Shaizar. 
The troops set up their bazaar in the bazaar of 
Shaizar, and Mawdud’s ‘askar encamped near the 
town. Ibn Munqidh and his followers showed the 
greatest zeal in serving them and. maintaining a 
supply of provisions; he lodged the atabek and 
Mawdud and their personal attendants in the 
castle of Shaizar, and himself, along with his 
family, attended to them. The Franks encamped 
to the north of Tell Ibn Ma ‘shar. The dispositions 
of the 'askar were planned with the utmost skill; 
the cavalry was posted on all sides of the Franks, 
patrolling round them, harassing them and pre¬ 
venting all approach to them, and they put them 
in sore straits. Moreover they cut them off from 
water and prevented them from approaching the 
‘Asi owing to the multitude of archers posted on its 
banks and on the south side of the river, so that 
no Frank could come near it without being killed. 
The Turks became emboldened against them, and 
made light of them. The cavalry of the Muslims 
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was equal in number to the cavalry of the Franks, 
but their f oot. soldiers were more numerous. The 
Turks.advanced against them in battle order, and 
when the Franks descended to engage them from 
a hill on which they were camped, they charged 
upon them from their western flank and plundered 
a portion of their camp, capturing a number of 
their tents and some of their baggage, and wheeled 
round about them. The Franks then withdrew 
and returned to their former position. This 
occurred in the month of First RabI' (7th Septem¬ 
ber to 6th October, mi). The fear of the Franks 
for the Turks increased, and they remained for 
three days, no t one of them daring to show himself 
nor any person to approach them. When the 
Muslims retired for the Friday prayer in the mosque 
of Shaizar, the Franks marched off to Afamiya, 
but passed by it without halting there. On learn¬ 
ing of their withdrawal, the Muslims pursued them 
aud seized their stragglers and all whom they 
found marching in their wake. They returned to 
Shaizar and thence marched to Hamah, and ail 
the people were rejoiced at the discomfiture of the 
Franks in this wise. 

ATI. 505. 

(10 th July, mi, to 2 jth June , 1112) 

The friendship between Zahlr al-I)In Atabek 
and the amir Mawdud took firm root. 

In this year king Baldwin assembled all whom 
he could of the Franks and marched to the port 
of Tyre. The governor ‘Izz al-Mulk and the 
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citizens wrote in haste to Zahir al-Din Atabek at 
Damascus, asking him for help and reinforcement 
and promising to surrender the city to him. They 
besought him to make haste to send a large 
number of Turks and urged that they should come 
to them speedily to assist and strengthen them, for 
should there be any delay in sending them assist¬ 
ance necessity would compel them to surrender 
the city to the Franks, as they despaired of help 
from al-Afdal, the ruler of Egypt. The atabek 
dispatched with all speed a large contingent of 
Turks, consisting of over two hundred horsemen, 
archers of proved worth, with full equipment. In 
addition to this contingent, the citizens were 
reinforced by numbers of footsoldiers from Tyre 
and Jabal ‘Amilah who embraced their cause, 
together with footsoldiers from Damascus. The 
atabek also prepared to dispatch another detach¬ 
ment. When Baldwin learned of the arrangement 
between the atabek and the people of Tyre, he 
made haste to invest it with the forces which he 
had assembled, on 25th First Jumada 505 (29th 
November). He ordered the fruit trees and palms 
to be cut down and constructed permanent 
dwellings before the city, and delivered regular 
assaults upon it on several occasions, only to 
retire discomfited and frustrated in his object. It 
is said that in one attack the people of Tyre dis¬ 
charged twenty thousand arrows in a single day. 

Zahir al-I)in on learning that the Franks had 
invested Tyre marched out and made his camp 
at Banyas, whence he dispatched his squadrons 
together with bands of brigands into the territories 
of the Franks with a free hand to plunder, kill, 
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rob” destroy and burn, with the object of causing 
them vexation and forcing them to abandon the 
siege. The second contingent which he sent to 
Tyre attempted to enter the town but was unable 
to gain entrance. Zahlr al-Din himself marched to 
al-Habls, a strong and forbidding castle in the 
Sawad, and after a vigorous attack captured it by 
the sword and put the entire garrison to death. 
The Franks set about constructing two wooden 
towers with which to make the assault on the wall 
of Tyre, and Zahlr al-Din deployed his forces 
against them several times in order to distract 
them so that the troops in Tyre might make a 
sortie and burn the towers. The Franks became 
aware of his object in these manoeuvres, and 
having dug a trench around them on all sides, 
posted armed men along it to defend both it and 
the towers, paying no heed either to what he might 
do or to the raids which were made upon their 
territories and the slaughter of their inhabitants. 
When the winter storms commenced, they did no 
harm to the Franks since they were encamped on 
hard, sandy soil, while the Turks on the contrary 
suffered great hardships and bitter distress in 
their position, yet they did not cease from raiding 
and making booty, and cutting off supplies and 
provisions from the Franks,- and seizing all that 
was conveyed to them. 

The Turks also cut the mole by which access 
was gained to Sidon, in order to cut off supplies 
from it as well, whereupon they changed their 
tactics and sent out requests to all parts for supplies 
to be sent to them by sea. Zahlr al-Din, realising 
this, set out with a detachment of his ‘askar to the 
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district of Sidon and raided its suburbs, killing a 
number of the seamen and burning about twenty 
vessels on the shore. And withal he did not neglect 
to send letters to the men of Tyre, encouraging 
them and urging them to perseverance in face of 
the Franks and zeal in fighting against them. 

The construction of the two towers and the 
battering-rams to be placed within them was 
completed in about seventy-five days, and on 
loth Sha ‘ban (nth February) they began to be 
moved forward and employed in the attack. They 
were brought up close to the city wall and fierce 
fighting went on round about them. The height of 
the smaller tower exceeded forty cubits and that 
of the greater exceeded fifty cubits. 1 On ist 
Ramadan (2nd March) the men of Tyre made a 
sortie from the bastions with greek fire, firewood, 
pitch, and incendiary equipment, and being unable 
to penetrate to either of the towers, threw the fire 
close to the smaller one where the Franks could 
not protect it from the flames. The wind blew 
the lire on to the smaller tower, which was com¬ 
pletely burned after severe fighting around it and a 
hand-to-hand struggle in its defence. Many coats 
of mail, long shields, and other objects were 
recovered from it as booty. The fire also gained 
the large tower. The news spread to the Muslims 
that the Franks had desisted from the attack on 
the town owing to their preoccupation with the 
fire in the tower, whereupon they began to with¬ 
draw from the fighting round the bastions. The 
Franks then made a vigorous attack upon them, 

1 'ihe cubit (dhira‘) employed in these measurements was probably 
slightly over 2 a inches. 
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drove them clear of the tower, and put out the 
fire that had caught hold of it. Thereafter they 
set a strong guard of their picked men to protect 
the tower and the catapults on all sides. 

They continued their assault upon the city with¬ 
out intermission until the end of Ramadan, and 
brought the tower close up to one of the bastions 
of the wall, having filled in the three trenches 
which were in front of it. The townsmen had 
recourse to the underpinning 1 of the wall of that 
bastion which was opposite the tower of the Franks 
and cast fire at it. The underpinning caught fire 
and the face of the wall fell in front of the tower 
and prevented it from being moved close up to 
the wall. The place which they had intended to 
attack was now defended only by a low wall, but 
as it was commanded by the city bastions, the 
tower could not be brought up to that point. The 
Franks cleared away the debris, and dragged the 
tower towards another of the bastions of the city 
where, having pushed it up until it was close, to 
the wall, they battered the wall with the rams 
which were within it and shook it, so that some of 
the stones were dislodged from it and the towns¬ 
folk were on the point of destruction. Thereupon 
a certain man of Tarabulus, one of the leaders of 
the seamen, who was acquainted with forging, and 
possessed some understanding and experience of 
warfare, set to work to construct grappling irons, 
with which to seize the ram, as it was butting the 
wall, by the head and the sides by means of ropes, 
which were then pulled by the townsmen until the 
wooden tower almost rocked with the vigour of 

1 ta ‘ llq. 
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their pulling on them. Sometimes the Franks 
themselves would then break the ram, fearing for 
the safety of the tower, sometimes it would be 
bent aside or rendered useless, and sometimes it 
was broken by means of two stones tied together 
and thrown down upon it from the city wall. The 
Franks made a number of rams, hut they were 
broken in this fashion one after the other. Each 
of them was sixty cubits in length, and was slung 
in the wooden tower with ropes and at the head 
of each was a piece of iron weighing more than 
twenty pounds. 

When the replacing of the battering-rams had 
gone on for a long time and the Fra nks brought the 
' tower close up to the wall, this same seaman took 
a baulk, long, tough and strong, and erected it on 
the city bastion which w r as opposite the tow r er of 
the Franks. At the top of this was another baulk 
of wood, set crosswise and forty cubits in length, 
which turned on pulley wheels [by tackles] led to 
a windlass 1 in whatever direction was desired by 
the man in charge of it, on the same principle as 
the [yards on the] masts of sailing-ships. At one 
end of this rotating crosspiece was an arrow of 
iron, and at the other end were ropes arranged 
round about it as the man in charge desired. He 
used to hoist on this contrivance jars of filth and 
impurities, in order to distract them from the 
rams by upsetting the contents over them on the 
tower. This was very disagreeable'to the assail¬ 
ants and distracted them from their tasks and opera¬ 
tions. The same sailor also took baskets of vine 
leaves and rushes, and having filled them with oil, 


i Literally, “ a screw ” ( lawlab ). 
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pitch, kindling wood, resin, and peelings of canes, 
put fire in them, and when the fire caught he fixed 
them on the contrivance we have described, so 
that they hung over the tower of the Franks and 
the fire dropped down on top of it. They would 
make haste to extinguish it with vinegar and water 
and he would quickly hoist another, at the same 
time also throwing boiling oil on the tower in 
small pots. This caused a great conflagration, and 
when the fire extended and by spreading from one 
part to another increased in violence, it overcame 
the two men who were in charge of the top of the 
tower, one of whom was killed and the other fled 
below. The fire now gained control of the top 
storey, and being fed by the wooden structure over¬ 
came all who were in the storeys round about, so 
that they were unable to extinguish it and fled, 
together with all the Franks who were near it. 
The men of Tyre then went out to it, and plundered 
its contents, gaining an indescribable quantity of 
weapons, arms and equipment as booty. 

Thereupon the Franks despaired of capturing 
the city and prepared to retire. They burned the 
houses which they had built in their camp to 
dwell in, as well as many of the vessels belonging 
to them on the shore, since they had removed their 
masts, rudders, and equipment for their towers. 
The number of these vessels was about two' 
hundred, large and small, about thirty of them 
being war vessels, and they used some of them for 
the transport of their "light baggage. They 
departed on ioth Shawwal of tins' year (ioth 
April), having prosecuted the siege of Tyre for 
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the space of four and. a half months, and proceeding 
to ‘Akka dispersed to their own provinces, lhe 
men of Tyre came out and seized as booty every¬ 
thing belonging to them that they could hnd and 
the Turks who had been sent to assist them 
returned to Damascus. The number of men whom 
they had lost in the fighting was about twenty, 
and they received their pay and allowances theie 
every month. No other tower of the Franksuithtr 
before or after met such a fate as befel this towei, 
by being burned from top to bottom, and the 
cause that contributed to this was that the two 
towers [that of the Franks and the bastion ot the 
city] were equal in height; had one of them 
dominated the other, the lower would have been 
destroyed. The number of the men of I yie^ who 
were lost was four hundred souls, and the losses of 
the Franks in this engagement, according to a 
reliable statement/ about two thousand souK 
The Tyrians, however, did not carry out their 
promise to surrender the city to Zahir ahDm 
Atabek, and he did not openly demand it of them 
but said “ What I have done I have done only tor 
the sake of God and the Muslims, not out of desire 
for wealth or kingdom.” Blessings and thanks, 
were showered upon him for his noble action, and. 
he promised them that when a similar danger 
should threaten them, he would hasten to the city 
and do his utmost to assist it. He then returned 
to Damascus, having suffered great hardship in 
warring agaiAst die Franks until God ddiveved 
the men of Tyre from their distress.- 1 he 1 ynans 
set about repairing the damage done by the irardcs 
to the wall, restoring the trenches to their former 
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state and digging them out afresh, and fortifying 
the city, and the footsoldiers who were in the city 
dispersed. 

On 2nd Sha ‘ban (3rd February) news was 
received of the death of Bertram 1 son of St. 
Gilles, lord of Tarabulus, as the result of an illness 
which had seized him. He appointed his son to 
succeed him, but as he was yet a young child, his 
officers, acting as his guardians, made a settlement 
on his behalf with Tancred, lord of Antioch. The 
boy was enrolled amongst Tancred's knights, and 
received from him the fiefs of Antartus, Safxtha, 
Maraqlya, 2 and Hisn al-Akrad. 

In this year there broke out in Egypt the violent 
pest whereof a great number, said to be about 
sixty thousand souls, perished. In the same year 
the report came from al-Traq that the Sultan 
Ghiyath al-Dunya wal-Din Muhammad arrived in 
Baghdad in First Jumada (5th November to 
12 th. December) and remained there for a time, 
during which his presence weighed heavily upon 
the people and prices rose, until he withdrew, 
when conditions became normal and prices fell, 
in this. year also reports were received of the 
coming of the amir Sharaf al-Din Mawdud, lord 
of Mosul, with his 'askar, and of his encampment 
before al-Ruha and consumption of its green 
crops for forage in Dhu’l-Qa 'da (April). He 
remained there until Muharram 506 (began 28th 
June), and afterwards marched to Saruj, where he 
sent out his horses to pasture on the crops in an 

1 BadrfiTi' 

3 Oil tlie coast, opposite the island of ArwM (Aradus). 












ImimM 


■ 





y THE DAMASCUS CHRONI 

■unguarded moment, without takingPi*'gut|ms 
against marauding enemy or suspem "jnsmu. 
Suddenly, as the horses were dispemed over then 
oasture-ground, Joscelm, lord of Tell Bashir, Ann 
SfSfah knights swept town ugm «temlrom 
the district of Saruj, caught Mawdud and ms 
companions unprepared, killed a numbei of mb 
including some of their leaders, and drove oh mosx 
nf the beasts Those of the Muslims who were 
off Jheir guard woke up and prepared to engage 
him but he returned to the castle of Sa.ru]. 

His place was taken by his son Klur l _ 
Oarafa, who followed his example of tyranny 
and his pattern of injustice and misrule. 


A H. 506 


(28 th June, m2, to 17 th June, 1113) 
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In this year, the men of Tyre, in great fear lest 
the Franks should return to besiege them, con 
certed whh Tzz al-Mulk Anushtagin al-Afda , 
who was governor of the town, to surrender it to 
Zahir al-Din Atabek, in virtue of theassistance 
which he had rendered them in their hou. 
Xtreane danger They therefore dispatched an 

Swyh, «Som they hah 

discuss the matter with Zahir al-Dm Atabek. 





The envoy, on reaching Banyas, spoke with its 
governor, the amir Saif al-Dawla Mas ‘ud, who set 
out with him to Damascus, that the matter might 
be decided in his presence. Their arrival at 
Damascus happened at a time when Zahir al-Din 
Atabek had gone to Hamah to settle matters 
between himself and Falchr al-Muluk Rudwan, 
lord of Aleppo. The. amir Mas ‘ud, fearing that if 
action was delayed until the return of Zahir al-Din 
from Hamah, Baldwin would anticipate them by 
investing Tyre, and the object desired by the 
citizens he frustrated, arranged with Taj al-Muluk 
Buri, who was the atabek’s representative in 
Damascus, that he should accompany him to 
Banyas and seize the opportunity by nominating 
Mas ‘ud to take over Tyre. Buri agreed to this 
and went with him to Banyas, and Mas ‘ud, taking 
with him a body of the ‘askar on whom he could 
rely, went on to Tyre without waiting for the 
atabek, and took up his residence there. When 
news of what had happened reached the atabek, 
he dispatched a strong detachment, of Turks to 
Tyre to strengthen its defences, and they too 
reached the town and took up their quarters in it. 
The Turks were thus firmly established in control 
of the city; the cost of their maintenance, was 
sent to them from Damascus, and the apprehen¬ 
sions of the townsfolk were dissipated. The 
government of the town was conducted exactly as 
before ; they continued to profess allegiance to 
the ruler of Egypt, apd to strike coins in his name, 
and no outward change ivas made in their practice. 

Zahir al-Din Atabek wrote to al-Afdal in Egypt 
informing him that Baldwin had collected his forces 
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o invest Tyre, and that its inhabitants having 
asked him for reinforcements and requested him 
to protect them from him, he had made haste to 
send thither those in whose bravery he had 
confidence, to defend the city and to hold him at' 
a distance.from it, and that they were now estab¬ 
lished there; further that, when there should 
arrive from Egypt a governor to take control of 
the affairs of the city and to defend it, he would 
hand it over to him and withdraw' his representa¬ 
tives, and adding " And I for my part hope that 
the affairs of Tyre will not be neglected, but that 
a fleet will be dispatched to provision and streng¬ 
then it.” 

When Baldwin received news of this, he set out 
immediately from Jerusalem for ‘Akka, only to 
find that the opportunity was tost, and that the 
Turks were already in Tyre. He remained at 
‘Akka, until a man of the Arabs of Ruzaiq came 
to him from the town of Ascalon with a message 
that the Damascus caravan had left Bosra on its 
way to Egypt with a rich convoy, and offering to 
guide him to it on condition that he liberated the 
prisoners of his tribe. Baldwin at once set out 
from ‘Akka in pursuit of the caravan. Now it 
happened that a part of the Banu Hawbar had 
seized part of the caravan, but they had escaped 
from them and reached the settlement of the Banu 
Rabi ‘a, 1 who detained them for some days but 
afterwards let them proceed. When they emerged 
from the pass of ‘Azib, which is two days’ journey 
from Jerusalem for a horseman, and entered the 

* They were the ruling family of the Xayy Arabs in Transjordan and 
the Syrian desert. 
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wadi, the Franks appeared above them. All who 
were with the caravan fled, and those who climbed 
the hill escaped with'their lives, but lost their 
property. The Arabs captured most of the men, 
and the Franks seized all the goods and merchan- 
disc in the caravan, while the Arabs pursued those 
who. fled and took them prisoner. Baldwin 
obtained more than fifty thousand dinars and three 
hundred captives from it, and returned to ‘Akka. 
there was not a town [in Syria] but had some 
merchants among the victims in this caravan. 


I n , this year the son of the king Takash, son of 
the Sultan Alp Arslan and brother of the Sultan 
Malik-Shah the Just, arrived at Hims fleeing from 
his cousin, the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dunya wal-Din 
Muhammad. Being unable to remain at Hims or 
at Hamah, he went on to Aleppo, but as the son 
of Fakhr al-Muluk Rudwan, lord of Aleppo, was a 
member of the Sultan’s household, he feared to 
stay there and made his way to Tancred, lord of 
Antioch, and besought his protection. Tancred 
promised him protection, and treated him with 
honour and generosity, so he remained with him 
and a company of Turks who were in Tancred’s 
^ervice attached themselves to him. On 1st Latter 
Jumada (24th November) Tancred left Antioch for 
the province of Kogh Basil. 1 the leader of the 
Armenians, who had just died, being consumed 
with desire to seize bis lands, but he was seized 
on the way by an illness which necessitated his 
return to Antioch, and hi's illness becoming acute. 


the Extern ^ °* * f****** « 
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fe died on Wednesday 18th 1 Latter Jumada 
(nth December). 

He was succeeded by the son of his brother, the 
Sire Roger, 2 who took possession of Antioch and 
its provinces, and became securely established in 
them, after a dispute which arose between the 
Franks in regard to him had been composed by 
the priests. He demanded from the king Rudwan 
the stipulated tribute from Aleppo, namely twenty 
thousand dinars and a certain number of horses, 
and it was paid by Rudwan at his demand ; he 
demanded also the tribute from Shaizar, amounting 
to ten thousand dinars, and its lord too consented 
to his demand. 

Baldwin continued to make incessant raids on 
the district ot al-Bathanlya, one of the provinces of 
Damascus, as a result of which the road was 
intercepted, its supplies of food were depleted, 
and the prices there rose. A succession of lettcis 
was sent by Zahlr al-Dln Atabek to the amir 
Sharaf al-Dln Mawdud, lord of Mosul, containing 
an account of these events in these provinces and 
urging him to join him, that they might take 
common action to drive back the impious enemies 
and to gain the merit of the Holy War 


Now 


Mawdud' had been calumniated to the Sultan 
Ghiyath al-Dunya wal-Din .with various vile 
accusations trumped up by jealous enemies, which 
inspired the Sultan with a certain suspicion of 
him and aversion from him. It was said, for 
instance, that he was making up his mind to revolt 
and that he and the atabek were hand and glove 
with one another, holding like views and animated, 

i The text has 8th. 8 Sir Rajal. 
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by like ambitions. On learning of this, Mawdud 
sent his son and his wife to the court of the Sultan 
at Isfahan to clear him of these suspicions and 
justify his conduct, to prove the falsity of the 
accusations and calumnies which had been trumped 
up against him and of the intentions which had 
been attributed to him, and to assert Ids innocence 
of them, to regain the Sultan’s favour, and make 
known that his actions were inspired by the same 
loyal obedience, submissiveness, and faithful ser¬ 
vice and zeal for the Holy War which the Sultan 
had ever found in him. Thereafter he assembled 
his 'askar of Turks and Kurds, and all whom he 
could muster, and setting out for Syria, crossed the 
Euphrates in Dhu’l Qa‘ da of this year (19th April 
to 18th May). 

When the news of this reached King Baldwin, he 
was disturbed and filled with anxiety. Now 
Joscelin, lord of Tell Bashir, had quarrelled with 
bis maternal uncle Baldwin the Little, lord of 
al-Ruha, and had joined Baldwin lord of Jerusalem, 
who gave him Tiberias as a fief. It was agreed 
between these two that Joscelin should write to 
Zahlr al-Dln Atabek, promising friendship, and 
moving him to desire the establishment of amicable 
and peaceful relations, also that Joscelin should 
surrender to him the castle of Thamanln, in 
the neighbourhood of the castle of . . 3 and 
Jabal ‘Amila, and receive in exchange the castle 
of Habls in the Sawad together with half of the 
Sawad, and should promise on behalf of Baldwin 
the loyal observance of these conditions and 
maintenance of friendship and cessation of attacks 

1 Perhaps Tibnln, near Banyas. The text has a blank. 
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on any of the provinces of Damascus, provided 
that the atabek on his part did not attack any of 
the provinces of the Franks. Zahir al-Dln rejected 
these proposals and set out from Damascus with 
the 'askar to meet the amir Mawdud and join him 
in the Holy War. They united at Marj Salamlya 1 
and, having agreed to attack Baldwin, set out 
together. The atabek was accompanied by the 
entire ‘askar, together with troops from Minis, 
Hatnah, and Rafaniya. On the Feast of Sacrifice 
(ioth Dhul-Hijja, 28th May) they encamped at 
Oadas, 2 and marched thence by ‘Ain al-jar in the 
Biqa/ and Wadi Tl aim to B any as, whence a portion 
of the army proceeded to the district of fhamanin, 
but failing to achieve its design there returned. 

At this point Baldwin came up with them. On 
learning that nothing was to be expected of his 
overtures of peace to the atabek, he had. prosecuted 
his raids and ravages in Syria until the Sultan s 
army entered his own territory. the atabek 
showed the utmost honour and respect to the 
amir Mawdud and made large presents of clothing, 
food, and horses to him and to the commanders 
of his ‘askar and the members of his suite. 1 here- 
after they resumed their march, having given 
instructions to encamp at al-Quhwana. 3 Baldwin 
was joined by Sire Roger, lord of Antioch, and the 
lord of Tarabulus, and they agreed together to 
encamp to westward of the bridge of al- Sannabra 
and thence they would cross to al-Quhwana to 

• Near Hims ; *to be distinguished from the better known Qadas 
(Kaxlesh Naphthali), by Lake HuleU. 

* Or al-UqAuw&na, on the shores of the Lake of Tiberias. 

♦ 3 miles from Tiberias, on the Damascus road. 
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engage the Muslims. They had already unloaded 1 
their baggage on the other side of the bridge, 
unknown to the Muslims, who were also unawnre 
that the Franks had marched on a parallel course 
with them to this camping ground. The Turks 
were the first [of the Muslim units] to encamp at 
ai-Quhwana and some of 2 the Turkish troopers 
crossed the bridge in search of fodder and corn. 
They found that the Franks had already pitched 
their tents, for Baldwin had marched ahead in 
order to be first at this camping ground, and the 
lords of Antioch and Tarabulus had encamped- 
behind him, following him up. 

Battle was then joined between the foraging 
party and the Franks. The shout was raised, and 
the troops sprang to arms and crossed the bridge, 
thinking that it was Joscelin, since he was lord of 
Tiberias. The atabek took up his stand on the 
bridge and a great host of the troops made haste 
to cross it, amongst those who crossed being the 
amir Tamlrak b. Arslantash with a strong detach¬ 
ment of the ‘askar. Battle was joined on both 
sides without any preparations for an engagement, 
pitching of tents, settling down in camps, or 
preliminary skirmishing. Both sides engaged in a 
hand-to-hand fight, and God the Bountiful, to 
Him be praise, gave victory to the Muslims after 
three charges. Of the Franks there were killed 
in this battle about two thousand men of rank 
and warriors of note, and the Muslims captured 
all the tents which they had pitched, together with 

1 Heading ihtattu instead of ihtatu ‘aid (" they had surrounded ”) 
of the printed text. 

4 Reading ba *d for ba ‘d. 
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the famous church. Baldwin escaped only after 
being captured and having his weapons seized. 
The animals and effects of the footsoldiers were 
captured, and a great number of them were 
drowned in the lake. The water was so mixed 
with blood that the troops abstained from drinking 
of it for some days, until it was purified from it 
and became clear again. Those of the Franks 
who escaped fled for refuge to Tiberias, most of 
them with wounds. This battle took place on 
Saturday nth Muharram 507 (28th June, 1113). 

When it was all over, the rest of the Franks, 
the troops of Tancred and the son of. St. Uilles, 
came up, and having blamed Baldwin for his 
precipitancy and criticised his plan, they pitched 
those of their tents that were saved before Tiberias. 
On the day after the battle a body of the Turkish 
troopers marched towards Tiberias, and coming out 
above the Franks in the neighbourhood of Tiberias, 
proposed to charge down upon them and extermin¬ 
ate them. The Franks were in fear of them and 
convinced of their own doom, but the Turks, after 
remaining on the hill all day long, retired to their 
camp. Thereupon the Franks climbed the hill 
and fortified themselves on it, owing to the difficulty 
of its ascent. It lay to the west of Tiberias, and no 
water was accessible to those on it. The Muslims 
determined to ascend it and attack them, and the 
atabek summoned the Arabs of Tayy, Kilab, and 
Khafaja, who arrived in great numbers with large 
and small waterskins and camels for carrying 
water. The scouts, on ascending the hiLl from the 
north, found that it was impossible to fight on it, 
owing to its impracticability for both horsemen 
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and infantry. The Muslims therefore, knowing 
that the signs and evidences of their victory were 
manifest, the enemy humbled, broken, defeated 
and dispirited, and that the squadrons of Islam 
had penetrated to the environs of Jerusalem and 
Yafa, wrought havoc and destruction in their 
territories, driven off their livestock and cattle, and 
plundered all that they found in them, abandoned 
the project of making the ascent, and matters 
remained in this state until the end of Safar (middle 
of August). 

After this engagement there arrived from Aleppo 
a hundred troopers from the 'askar of the king 
Fakhr al-Muluk Rudwan by way of support, in 
flagrant violation of his undertaking and his 
promises, Zahlr al-Din Atabek and Sharaf al~Dih 
Mawdud, in disgust that he should have done no 
more than this, revoked their previous decision to 
support him and acknowledge him as their over- 
lord. 1 This happened on xst First Rabx' 507 
(16th August, 1113). They dispatched an envoy 
to the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dunya wal-DTn at Isfahan 
with the good tidings of this victory, and sent 
with him a company of Frankish prisoners, with 
heads, horses, shields, tents and weapons of various 
kinds. . 

Thereafter the ‘askar moved from its encamp¬ 
ment to Wadi'l-Maqtul, whereupon the Franks 
descended from the hill to their camp and took 
up a defensive position on a hill in the camp, 
where provisions, rations, &nd reinforcements were 

1 lit. " insert his name in the Khu/ba,” the allocution at the Friday 
service in which blessings are invoked on the sovereign by name. 
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sent to them from all parts of their territories. The 
Turkish troopers of the ‘askar, numbering between 
ten and a score of regiments, came back from their 
camp without baggage to engage them, and kept 
this up for some days, hoping that they would 
come out to fight with them, but they would not 
leave their defences, and remained huddled up, 
horse and foot together, in one place, and not a 
man of them showed himself. The Turks then 
set about attacking them, shooting down those 
of them whom they could approach, and prevent ¬ 
ing their supplies and forage from reaching them, 
for they had surrounded them like a girdle or 
the halo of the full moon at its setting. Their 
position became critical, and they withdrew from, 
their camp, retiring about three miles in three 
days. When night fell they made for the hill 
which they had previously occupied, in order to 
take refuge on it and defend themselves there. 
The Muslims were assiduous in pursuing them 
and eager to capture the troops and spoils which 
were slipping out of their hands by their con¬ 
tinued retirement, but the officers; of the ‘askar 
restrained them from precipitate action against 
the Franks and from attacking them in. their 
camp, and promised them that an opportunity of 
engaging them would present itself. When the 
period of waiting grew prolonged, the troops of 
Mawdud became impatient owing to their distance 
from their homes and the delay in their return and 
the failure to gain their objects. The greater 
number of them dispersed and returned to their 
own lands, while others asked for and were granted 
permission to return. Mawdud himself determined 
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to remain in Syria in the vicinity of the enemy , 
awaiting the commands of the Sultan, and the 
reply to his letter informing the Sultan of what 
had happened and explaining the situation, in order 
to act in accordance with his instructions. There 
was not a Muslim left in the land of the.Franks 
who did not send to the atabek begging that he 
should guarantee him security and confirm him in 
the possession of his property 1 and a part of the 
revenue of Nablus was brought to him. Baisan was 
plundered, and not a single cultivated estate was 
left between ‘Akkii and Jerusalem while the 
Franks remained blockaded on the hill. It was 
then judged necessary that the atabek and Mawdud 
should withdraw, and they returned together to 
Damascus on 21st First Rabf 5°7 (5U 1 September, 
11x3). Mawdud took up $ts residence in the 
apartments on the Green Maidan, and the atabek 
showed him the,utmost honour and reverence, ami 
manifested his regard for him in every way that 
he could, and the friendship and affection between 
them was strengthened and confirmed. 



A.H. 607 


(18 th June, 1113, to 6th June, 1114) 

We have already followed the sequence of events 
of the year 506 into the beginning of the year 507, 
fr om a desire to present the narrative asaconnected 
whole without interruption. 

On the last Friday of Second Rabi‘ of the year 

1 taqrlr hdlihi. 
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507 (2nd October) the amir Mawdud came as was 
his custom from his encampment at the meadow 
outside the Iron Gate to the Cathedral Mosque, in 
company with the atabek. When the prayers were 
completed and Mawdud had performed some 
supplementary prostrations, they went out to¬ 
gether, the atabek walking in front by way of 
showing respect for him. Surrounding them both 
were Daylamites, Turks, Khurasanls, gens d’armes 1 
and armour-bearers, with weapons of all kinds, 
fine-tempered blacks and keen thrusting-swords, 
rapiers of various sorts and unsheathed poniards, 
so that they were walking as if in the midst of a 
tangled thicket of intertwined spikes, while the 
people stood round about them to witness their 
pomp and the magnificence of their state. When 
they entered the court of the mosque, a man leapt 
out from among the crowd, without exciting the 
attention of anyone, and -approaching the amir 
Mawdud as though to call down a blessing upon 
him a.nd beg an alms of him, seized the belt of his 
riding cloak with a swift motion, and smote him 
twice with his poniard below the navel. One of 
the blows penetrated to his flank and the other 
to his thigh. As the assassin struck his second 
blow swords fell upon him from every side and he 
was struck with every kind of weapon. His head 
was cut off that it might be known who he was, 
but he could not be recognised, so a fire was 
kindled for him and he was thrown upon it. The 
atabek had moved on some paces during the 
occurrence and was surrounded by his own 
officers, while Mawdud, controlling himself, walked 

1 al-ahMth. 
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on till he was close to the north gate of the mosque. 
There he collapsed, and was carried to the residence 
of the atabek, who walked alongside him. The 
people were at first cast into great commotion and 
confusion, but afterwards calmed down on seeing 
the amir walking on, and thought that he had 
escaped with his life. The surgeon'was sent for 
and sewed up part of the wounds, but he died, 
may God have mercy upon him, a few hours later 
on the same day. The atabek was distressed at 
his death in this wise, and manifested his intense 
sorrow, grief, and disquiet ; so also did all the 
troops and the citizens, grieving at his loss, and 
there was general mourning for him. He was 
enshrouded and buried at the hour of afternoon 
prayer on that day in a tomb inside the Gardens 
Gate of Damascus', while every eye that witnessed 
it wept and tears poured down every cheek. His 
followers began to make preparations for their 
return to their own places at Mosul and elsewhere, 
and the atabek gave orders to issue to them all 
that they requested for their journey. They also 
took back with them his baggage, jewels, and 
treasure* 

His conduct in government was at first tyran¬ 
nical 1 and his treatment of the citizens of Mosul 
unpraiseworthy, so that a great multitude fled 
from his province because of his tyranny. ^ But 
when he heard of the Sultan s change of attitude 
towards him, he renounced that conduct ; his 
actions became upright, his justness and fairness 
was manifested, and he’made a fresh start along 
lines which were the very antithesis of his former 

1 Reading ja’irah ; the text has ha’irah (" irresolute "). 
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reputation. He became assiduous in religious 
exercises and . almsgiving, and in practising and 
enforcing the precepts of the Faith, so that his 
doings were noised abroad with praise and his 
actions with approbation. Thereafter he died the 
death of a blessed martyr, and he remained buried 
in his tomb, his grave attended by servitors and 
Qur'an-reciters, until the end of Ramadan in this 
year (early March, 1114), when a party, sent by 
his son and his wife, arrived to carry his coffin 
back to them. 

The attack on Tyre and the transference of its 
government to Zahir al-Dln Atabek, with his 
delegation of Mas hid to defend and protect it 
and to organise its garrison, and his despatch of 
an envoy to al-Afdal to explain the situation in 
the town, have already been described above. 
The envoy who was sent to Egypt remained there 
until Dhu’l-Hijja 506 (ended 17th January, 1x13). 
Al-Afdal, on learning the state of affairs in lyre 
and realizing the facts of the situation, sent back 
the envoy with a favourable answer, to the effect 
that this arrangement was most, satisfactory to 
him, and admitting the wisdom of Zahir al-Din’s 
judgment in the plan which he had adopted, and 
praising his design. He gave orders to equip a 
fleet for Tyre with corn, provisions, money for 
the pay of the levies and regular troops, and with 
grain stuffs to be sold to the townsmen. In 
pursuance of this command the fleet, commanded 
by Sharaf al-Dawla Badr b. Abu’l-Tayyib al- 
Dimashqi, who was formerly governor of Tarabulus 
at the time when the Franks captured it, arrived 





at Tyre, at the end of Safar 507 (first half of 
August, 1113) with all that was required, so that 
prices in the town were lowered and its conditions 
improved, its situation was firmly re-established 
and the desire of the Franks to possess it was 
quenched. With the cargoes of the vessels were 
magnificent robes of honour of rare Egyptian 
stuffs, destined for Zahir al-Dln, his son Taj al- 
Muliik Burl, and his suite, and also for Mas Md, 
the governor appointed as his lieutenant in Tyre. 
The fleet remained off Tyre until the wind became 
favourable for its return, when it weighed anchor 
and left during the last ten days of First Rabf of 
this year (5th to 14th September, 1113). King 
Baldwin sent an envoy to the amir Mas Md, the 
governor of the city, desiring of him a truce and 
the establishment of amicable and peaceful rela¬ 
tions, so that no cause of annoyance might remain 
on either side. Mas Md agreed to his request and 
matters were arranged between them to their 
mutual satisfaction. The highways became safe 
for travellers, merchants, and dealers coming from 
all parts. Mas Md died (God's mercy upon him) 
on 10th Shawwal 507 (20th March, 1114). 1 

Now when the lord of Antioch had separated 
with his army from King Baldwin to return to 
Antioch, the son of the king Takash, son of the 
Sultan Alp Arslan, left him and went to Tyre, 
whence he sent to Zahir al-DIn Atabek asking his 
permission to come to Damascus. The atabek 
replied refusing his. request in the most delicate 
manner, with polite excuses and acceptable argu- 

1 There is some error here, as Mas 'ud is referred to in 516 (see 
below p. 165) as still governor of Tyre. 
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merits, and. when he despaired of finding a refuge 
with him, he set out for Egypt, where al-Afdal 
received him with the marks of honour and deep 
respect in which he delighted, and assigned him 
revenues sufficient to ensure him a comfortable 
'existence and the realization of his hopes. 

In Latter Jumada news arrived from Aleppo 
that the king Fakhr al-Muluk Rudwan, lord of the 
citv, had been seized by an illness, which clung to 
him and became acute, and that he had died, may 
God have mercy upon him, on the 28th of that 
month (10th December, 1113). There was general 
perturbation in Aleppo at his death,_ and his 
officers were grieved at his loss. It is said that he 
left in his treasury about six hundred thousand 
dinars in specie, movable property, weapons and 
vessels. His position was secured after him by his 
son Alp-Arslan, who was sixteen years of age a.nd 
had an impediment and stammer in his speech , 
his mother was the daughter of the amir Yaghi 
Siyan, [the former] lord of Antioch. He arrested a 
number of his father’s courtiers, some of whom he 
put to death, and seized the property of others. 
The control of affairs was shared with him by his 
father’s freedman Lulu’, and both of them 
governed badly. He also arrested his two brothers, 
his full brother Malik-Shah and half-brother 
Mubarak, son of his father and a slave girl, and 
put them both to death. His father, al-Mahk . 
Rudwan, had at the outset of his reign acted in 
the same manner, by putting to death his two 
brothers Taj al-Dawla Abu I alib and Bahraiu- 
Shah, both of whom were exceedingly beautiful. 




ffflli CRUSADES 


| 


... . ... mfm' ■ 145 

So the fate of his sons when he died was a recom¬ 
pense for what he had deliberately done to his 
brothers. 

The Batinlya had by now become strong in 
Aleppo and their power there was formidable. 
Ibn Badf, the chief of the gens d’armes in Aleppo, 
and the principal men of the town were afraid of 
them because of their numbers, the strength of 
their corporate organization, and the protection 
which they assured by their numbers to those of 
their sect who sought their help. Al-Haklm al- 
iVIunajjim and Abu Tahir the goldsmith 1 were the 
first who openly professed this detestable doctrine 
in Syria, in the days of the king Rudwan. They 
sought to gain his sympathy by deceitful devices 
and intrigues, and were supported by a great host 
of the Isrna ‘Ills of Sarrnin, the Jawr, Jabal al- 
Summaq, and Banu ‘Ulaim. Ibn Badf, the prefect 
of Aleppo, set himself to speak with the king Alp-. 
Arslan son of Rudwan about their movement, and 
reached a decision with him to use rigorous 
measures against them and root them out. In 
pursuance of this design, he arrested Abu Tahir the 
goldsmith and all the adherents of his sect, about 
two hundred souls. Abu Tahir the goldsmith was 
immediately put to death, along with the mission- 
ary Isma ‘11, and the brother of al-Hakim al- 
Munajjim, and the other leaders in their movement 
who have been referred to. The remainder were 
imprisoned and their properties were confiscated. 
Some of these were interceded for, some were set 
free, some were thrown from the top of the citadel, 
and some were executed. A number escaped, fled 

* See above p. 58. 
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'to the Franks, and dispersed- throughout the 

C °Theking Alp-Arslan now found it necessary to 
look to someone to assume control over his affairs 
and supply his deficiencies, and ins choice fell 
upon Zahir al~DIn Atabek, lord of Damascus. He 
therefore wrote to him to this effect, p aced himself 
under his guidance, and relied upon him to bring 
order into his affairs. At first he begged him 
come to Aleppo and supervise its administration, 
but the course of events made it necessary for him 
to proceed in person with his suite to visit the 
atabek in Damascus, in order to meet him and have 
matters put on a sound footing between them. H 
arrived in the middle of Ramadan of this year and 
the atabek received him with the honours due '.o 
Z aSval oTone of his rank, invited Imn into he 
citadel of Damascus, and seated him on the 
throne of his uncle Shams al-Muluk Duqaq, son of 
Tdi al-Dawla, while he and his courtiers stood m 
homage to him. He also brought and presented 
t 0 him all the gifts and precious objects suitable 
to S&. which he was able to offer, and made 

presents likewise to all who ^ 
rnnroanv Alp-Arslan remained thus toi some 
days 1 ! and set out to return t° Aleppo on nt 
Shawwal (nth March), along with Zahir al Dm 
Atabek, who accompanied him to Aleppo air 
staved there for some days with the gi eater part 
of Ms ‘askar. Some of Alp-Arslan^ associates 
advised him to arrest a number of Ins Fgn«pal 
military officers and also his wazir Abu 1 -Fadi b. 
al-Mawsul who was upright in administration and 
noted for his beneficent activities and avoidance of 


»pig 
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'e$H. ■ He carried out this advice, but Zahir al-Din 
Atabek took into his own service from amongst 
them the amir Gumushtegin al-Ba‘labakki, the 
commander of his ‘askar. Alp-Arslan rejected the 
sage counsel and laudable direction of the atabek, 
and when the latter sa.w for himself the iniquity 
and folly of Alp-Arslan’s conduct, and realized the 
viciousness of his government and that matters 
were falling out contrary to his expectations 1 he 
decided that the best thing that he could do was 
to return to 1 Damascus. On his return he was 
accompanied by the mother of the king Rudwan, 
at her own desire and choice. When he reached 
Damascus, a correspondence was carried on 
between him and Baldwin, king of the Franks, with 
a view to the conclusion of an armistice and 
establishment of amicable and peaceful relations 
between them, in order that the provinces might 
be restored to cultivation after their devastation 
and the roads be secured from the malice of evil¬ 
doers and robbers. An agreement was reached 
between them.to this effect, and each of them took 
an oath to tiie other to observe faithfully and 
loyally the terms of the treaty and live in friend¬ 
ship and peace.. Thus the roads and provinces 
were made safe, conditions became normal, and 
produce was abundant. 

. In this year also news was received from 
Shaizar that on the Easter day of the Christians a 
company of the Batinlya composed of a hundred 
footsoldiers from Afamiya, Sarmin, Ma 'arrat al- 
Nu 'man and Ma 'arrat Masrln made an assault on 
the castle of Shaizar when its garrison were off their 

* Or perhaps " the opposition ol his destiny ” (ikhtildf aNaqdtr). 
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guard, and having seized it and driven out many of 
its defenders they closed the gate of the fortress, 
mounted to the citadel and captured it together 
with, its towers. The Banu Munqidh, lords of 
Shaizar, had gone out to witness the festival of the 
Christians. This attack had been organized a long 
time before, and the Banu Munqidh had shown 
every kindness to these men when they came on 
their errand of mischief. The men of Shaizar, 
before they entered, hastened to the outer tower 1 
and pulled up the women from the windows [of 
the citadel] by ropes so that they remained safely 
under their c.are. a Here they were joined by the 
Banu Munqidh, lords of the castle, who climber 
up to them, and. shouting Attaint Akbar engaged 
the Batinls until they forced them back into the 
citadel. The Batinis became disheartened arid 
subdued, and the men of Shaizar attacked, them in 
increasing numbers, put them to the sword, and 
killed them to the last man. AD. those who were 
of their views in the town were put to death, and a 
strict watch was kept against a repetition of this 
attempt. 


A.H, 508 


(fth June, 1114, to 26th,May, 1115) 


In this year news arrived from Aleppo that 
Baba, 1 ' known as Lu'hT, the freedman * atabek 


1 al-bashura, i.e., the "barbican. , . . , - 

* Text: sdru ma 'ahum, but tlie masc. plural of the verb is frequently 


found U e., in Usama) replacing the feminine, 

» A term applied by Turkish rulers to their tutors or guardians. 


Or eunuch. 
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of the king Taj al-Dawla Alp-Arslan, son of the 
king Rudwan, lord of Aleppo, had plotted against 
him and conspiied with a number of his associates 
to attack and murder him on a suitable opportunity 
presenting itself against him. When the oppor¬ 
tunity occurred, they leapt upon him and killed 
him in his palace in the citadel of Aleppo. After 
his death there was general confusion, for his 
administration both of his own affairs, and of his 
army and his subjects was vicious and disordered 
to a degree which left no hope of good or better¬ 
ment, so he went his way unlamented and without 
sorrow at his loss. 

In this year also a great earthquake occurred in 
Syria. The earth shook with it, and the people 
were anxious, but as the tremors ceased, their souls 
were restored from palpitation and distress to 
tranquillity, and their hearts were comforted after 
disquiet and fear. 

In this year also the amir Najm al-Din Il-Ghazi 
b. Ortuq encamped before Hims, the governor of 
which was Khir-Khan b. Qaraja. Now when 
Najm al-Din drank wine and it got the better of 
him, he habitually remained for several days in a 
state of intoxication, without recovering his senses 
sufficiently to take control or to be consulted on 
any matter or decision. - Rhir-Khiin, who knew of 
this disgraceful habit and unexampled heedlessness 
in him, on learning chat he was in this state, made 
a sortie from the citadel of Hims with his men-at- 
arms and surprising him in his camp, took advan¬ 
tage of the opportunity’ against him, seized him, 
and carried him into "Hims. This happened in 
Sha 'ban of this year (January, 1115). When the 
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news of this reached. Zahar Si-Din Atabek.he was 
annoyed and wrote to Kliir-Khan, 
and showing Ms displeasure a wha had be n 
done to Il-Ghazi. Klur-Khan therefore cnangoi 
. his attitude towards him,- and -- 

Ghazi in detention for some days, released him ana 

let him go his way. 1 


is 
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A.H. 509 


(27th May, m 3 . to *5th May, ?« 6 ) 


Tn this vear the might of the Franks in Rafaniya 
»SS and hfving fortified 
and placed a strong garrison m it, they sehabout 
laving waste and ravaging with the utmost 
ferocity. Zahir al-Dm therefore turned his atten¬ 
tion to acquiring information on then condi.^ 
and to investigation of their activities within 1- 
orovinces and to watch for an opportunity to 
attack them when he should ^arn that^hey wero^ 
off their guard. He gave orders to the pnnupal 
officers and commanders of his ajar to m 
preparations and hold themselves in readiness to 
set out m a certain direction to agrore 
of the Holv War and to deal with a mattu . 
importance^ Thereafter he made a rapid night 
march towards Rafaniya and came upon he 
garrison as they were lying unguarded m then 
quarters, unconscious of dangep uritil d st|r 
surrounded them on every side. The 1 urks made 


(p-157)' 
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an assault upon them and battered tlieir way into 
the town and captured it. All its inhabitants fell 
into captivity and suffered the yoke of humiliation 
and violence, some being killed and others taken 
prisoner. The amount of booty which the Muslims 
gained from their baggage "train, beasts, and 
belongings filled their hands and rejoiced their 
hearts, and was such as to exhilarate their spirits. 
This happened on Thursday 2nd Latter Jumada of 
this year (22nd October, 1115). The Muslims 
returned to Damascus, victorious, rejoicing, and 
booty-laden, without having lost a single man. 
With them were the prisoners and the heads of the 
slain, and they were led in procession through the 
town so that the rejoicing was redoubled by the 
spectacle of them, and the loins of the army were 
strengthened in the cause of the Holy War and the 
raiding [of the infidels]. 

When the report was noised abroad in the 
districts of ‘Iraq and the Court of the Sultan of the 
vigour and boldness with which God had endowed 
Zahir al-Din Atabek in fighting against the 
abominable Franks, and what He had granted him 
of victory over them and slaughter among them, 
in the defence of the people of Syria and warding 
off the Franks from them, and of his upright 
government over them, so that men blessed his 
name in the assemblies of the citizens and mer¬ 
chants and spoke of him with gratitude in the 
companies of traders from all parts, a number of 
high officers at the court of the Sultan Ghiyath 
al-Dunya wal-Din became jealous of him and 
sought to disparage and calumniate him, desiring 
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“ to do him an injury, and with the design of thwart¬ 
ing his hopes and undermining his position with 
the Sultan. The Sultan’s confidence in him was 
disturbed, and the fact became known and spread 
abroad in every direction. Zahir al-Din, being 
informed of this by letters from his friends, who 
sought his welfare and were anxious on his behalf, 
was filled with disquietude. For this reason he 
set about making preparations to proceed on a 
visit to the court of the Caliph al-Mustazhir and 
the court of the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dunya wal- 
Dfn at Baghdad, the City of Peace, in order to 
make formal acknowledgment of their patronage, 1 
and to pay homage to them and gain their goodwill 
by hastening to them, to lay before them a true 
account of his situation and to remove by visiting 
them the impression which had been created in 
men’s minds. He was advised to abandon 

this project and warned against it, and efforts were 
made to make him overlook the matter, but he 
paid no heed to this advice and answered no 
questions. He prepared for his journey with the 
utmost energy and thoroughness, and made ready 
various acceptable gifts to take with him, such as 
crystal vessels, jewellery, Egyptian stuffs of various 
sorts, and swift Arab horses, suitable for conciliat¬ 
ing these high dignitaries. 

He set out with his domestic officers and a body 
of his guards on whose loyalty he could depend, on 
Sunday 24th Dhu’l-Qa ‘da of this year (9th April, 
1116)/ When he approached Baghdad and the 
news of his arrival was announced, he was met by 

’ Reading littawalll ma *ahum , ' 

9 Text Uaannahu ; read perhaps limakanihi “ owing to his position/ 
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a number of the domestic officers from the high 
prophetic household of the Caliph and from the 
court of the Sultan, together with the officers of 
state and the notables of the population, who 
showed him the utmost honour and respect. The 
warmth of this reception increased the joy of his 
friends, 1 and broke the power of his detractors and 
enemies. He made plain the objects for which he 
had come, and heard nothing but expressions of 
apology, of praise of his action and of eulogy of his 
activities, which set him at ease and removed his 
disquietude. When he proposed to return to 
Damascus, and received permission to depart, he 
was honoured by rich robes and magnificent gifts, 
and received from the Sultan a diploma investing 
him with the military and financial government of 
Syria, and giving him a free hand in disposing of 
its revenues at his own discretion and choice. 2 
So he set out to return to Damascus with all his 
affairs in excellent order, safe and sound both 
himself and all his company, and increased in power 
and honour, and entered it on Tuesday 12th First 
Rab.i‘ (25th July, in6). 



A.H. 510 

(16 th May , iii6, to 4th May, 1117) 

In this year news arrived that Bertram 3 son of 
St. Gilles, lord of Tarabulus, having assembled his 

1 The text is obscure ; the rendering given above is based on the 
reading tnd for wamd, 

* The full text of this diploma is quoted here by the author, 

* By error for Pons son of Bertram.. 
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forces and used his utmost endeavours, had. 
marched towards the Biqa' to lay it waste by 
devastation and ravaging. The Isfahsallar Saif 
al-Din al-Bursuqi, lord of Mosul, 1 had at this time 
arrived at Damascus with part of his ‘askar in 
order to assist Zahlr al-Din Atabek. against the 
Franks and to join in the expeditions against them, 
and the atabek received him with the utmost 
honour and the respect due to his rank. It hap¬ 
pened at this moment that news was brought 
of the approach of the Franks to the Biqa‘, and 
they agreed to move out against them together. 
By means of forced marches night and day they 
succeeded in making an att ack on the Franks when 
they were off their guard and lying unsuspectingly 
in their camp. The ‘askar advanced upon them 
before they were able to mount their horses or seize 
their arms, and God granted the Muslims the victory 
over them. They plied the sword amongst them, 
slaying, taking captive, and plundering ; the foot- 
soldiers, who were a great multitude collected by 
the Franks from thei r provinces, they completely 
annihilated, and having made captive their princi¬ 
pal knights and commanders and their outstanding 
warriors, they put the remainder to death. None 
of them escaped save their leader Bertram son of 
St. Gilles and the commander called the Constable 2 
and a small party along with them, who were 
saved by the swiftness of their horses and the 
protection of their destiny. The Turks obtained 
possession of vast quantities of equipment, horses, 

1 Aq-Sunqur al-Buxsuql, governor of Baghdad from 498-1105. 
Mosul was added to his command in 507-1113, cm the death of Mawdud. 

* Kund Istabl. 
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transport animals, and baggage. Expert _ eye¬ 
witnesses have stated that the losses in slain in 
this engagement of the Frankish cavalry, Ser¬ 
jeant ry * and footmen and the Christian cavalry 
and footmen 2 amounted to more than three 
thousand souls. Zahlr al-Dln Atabek and Saif 
al-Dln Aq-Sunqur al-Bursuql returned with their 
‘askar to Damascus, rejoicing in the glorious 
victory and the rich booty and the abundant 
blessings, not a man of either of the 'askars having 
been lost nor any misfortune or injury having 
befallen them. When they reached the city with 
their prisoners and the heads of the slain, the 
population came out from the city to see them and 
rejoiced at the spectacle, mingling their joy with 
praises to God, the Lord of victory and Giver of 
power, and gratitude to Him for the manifest 
succour which He had afforded them in this signal 
victory. Aq-Sunqur al-Bursuqi remained at 
Damascus for some days thereafter, and set out 
to return to Ms own town, after a firm friendship 
and affection had been established between him 
and Zahlr al-Din, and an agreement had been made 
between them, to support one another in the Holy 
War, whensoever any occasion should arise or 
danger befall. 

In tills year also reports were received from 
Aleppo that Lu’lu’, the freedman who had seized 
the authority in it and had brought about the 
assassination of his master’s son the king Alp- 
Arslan b. Rudwan, was killed inDhu’l-Hijja (April) 

* Arabic sarjuniiya, which looks like a Perso-Arahic formation 

(" head-troops ”); c£. UsAma (ed. Hitti, 67 6-7). . 

• i.e„ Eastern Christian (Armenian, etc.), in contradistinction to 
the Franks. 
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iAis a result of a plot formed against him by the 
officers of the late king. 



■Si; 1 


A H. 511 

(5 th May, 11x7, to 23 rd April, xxi8) 

In this year reports were received from ‘Iraq of 
the death of the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dunya wal- 
Din Muhammad, son of Malik-Shah (may God 
have mercy upon him) at Isfahan, as the result of 
an illness which attacked him and lingered with 
him until he died on nth DhuT-Hijja of this year 
(5th April, 1118). He was succeeded in the 
Sultanate by his son Mahmud, and his authority 
was duly established and recognized. 

In this year also news arrived from Aleppo that 
the IsfahsaUar Yaruqtash, the freedman who held 
the cliief military command in Aleppo, had made 
a truce and established peaceful relations with the 
Franks, and had surrendered to them the castle of 
al-Qubba. It was said also that the amir Aq- 
Sunqur al-Bursuql had left al-Rahba with his 
‘askar and had marched to Aleppo and invested it, 
in the desire to take possession of it. But his hopes 
were not realized, and he broke off- the siege and 
returned to Mosul. News arrived: also that the 
above-mentioned IsfahsaUar Yaruqtash had been 
driven out of the citadel of Aleppo and that the 
chief military command and supervision of finances 
had been remitted to the amir Abu’l-Ma ‘all al- 
Muhassin b. al-Malhami, the army inspector from 
Damascus, who took over control of its affairs 
and governed its territories. 
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Tift he middle of Muharram of this year (about 
20th May) the Franks made an assault on the 
.suburbs of Hamah on the night of an eclipse of 
the moon, and killed about a hundred and twenty 
of its inhabitants. 

News was brought of the death of the Duke of 
Antioch. 

In Muharram of this year the amir Najm al-Din 
Il-Gliazi son of Ortuq arrived with his'askar at 
Aleppo, and took over control of its affairs for the 
period of Safar (4th June to 2nd July). His plans 
having miscarried, he left the town, but his son 
Husam al-Din Timurtash remained behind him. 

In this year reports arrived from Constantinople 
of the death of Alexios, king of the Greeks 1 ; he 
was succeeded in the kingship by his son John, 
whose authority was established and who followed 
in the footsteps of his father. 

In this year news arrived also of the perishing of 
Baldwin, King of the Franks and lord of Jerusalem, 
by reason of an illness which lingered with him 
and was the cause of his death in Dhu’l-Hijja 
(26th March to 23rd April, 1118). He was suc¬ 
ceeded in his rule by the King Count. . . 


A.H. 512 

(24^ April, nx8, to 13th April, 1119) 

In this year various reports and rumours from 
the land of the Franks gained wide currency, con¬ 
cerning their desire to possess themselves of 

1 Mutamatlik al-Rum Alihdikas, see above p. 112 n. 

* Kundahri or Kundahii, 
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fortresses and cities and their decision to proceed 
against them with destruction and devastation, 
owing to the neglect of Islam to make raids upon 
them and to prosecute the Holy War. It was said 
that they were engaged in preparations to this end, 
and Zahir al-Dln Atabek sent out letters to the 
commanders of districts and high officials, urging 
them to co-operate in repelling the malice of the 
accursed ones by assisting one another and 
persevering in the common cause. News arrived 
that the amir Najm al-Din Il-Ghazi had set out 
with his ‘askar for Damascus, in order to join 
Zahir al-Din Atabek and deliberate on the action 
to be taken and measures to be adopted. Before he 
set out he, sent envoys to the Turkmen tribes 
inviting them to carry out the obligation of Holy 
War and urging them to instigate one another 1 to 
enrol for that purpose and to assemble their forces. 
The amir arrived at Damascus from Aleppo with 
some of his suite and household officers, and lmd a 
meeting with the Atabek, at which they coven¬ 
anted with one another to devote their entire 
means and energies to warfare with the infidel 
enemy and to drive them back, before they could 
make mischief in these fortresses and cities. It 
was agreed between them that the amir Najm 
al-Din Il-Ghazi b. Ortuq, for the better executing 
of his undertaking, should proceed to Mardin 2 in 
order to assemble the Turkmens from his provinces, 
and urge them to destroy the factions 3 of infidelity 

1 Reading at-tabd ‘uth. 

* This reading is based on a conjec tural emendation of the text (which 
can hardly be correct as it stands) reading ’an yantra after * aid and 
Hid in place of wall . 

• Reading ahzdb for ihhrdb. 
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v s^t:&rof. It was considered desirable that the 
amir Zahir al-Din should go with him to reinforce 
their purpose and facilitate the realization of their 
hopes, They set out together during the first ten 
days of Ramadan 512 (16th to 25th December) 
and Zahir al-Din left him and returned in Safar of 
the year 5x3 (14th May to nth June, 1119), after 
they had exacted a promise from the Turkmen 
tribes to set their affairs in order and to make 
preparations for moving into Syria with their 
numerous hosts and invincible determination, that 
they might unite for the succour of the Faith and 
the rooting out of the stiff-necked misbelievers. 
Zahir al-Din remained at Damascus until the 
appointed time of meeting drew near, and set out 
for the district of Aleppo on xst First Rabf 5x3 
(12th June, 11x9). 


A.H. 513 

(14$ April, 1119, to 1st April, 1120) 

When Zahir al-Din Atabek arrived at Aleppo to 
join forces with Najm al-Din, according to the 
plan arranged between them, at the expiration of 
the period specified in their deliberations, he found 
the Turkmens already assembled thither from 
every quarter 1 and every direction, in vast 
numbers and manifest strength, as lions seeking 
their prey and gerfalcons hovering over their 
victims. News reached them that Roger, 2 lord of 
Antioch, had marched out of his city with an army 


1 lit. " ravine/ 


Rujlr . 
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which he had assembled, composed of parties of 
Franks and Armenian footsoldiers from all their 
provinces and districts, so that their number 
exceeded twenty thousand horse and foot beside 
camp followers—an immense army indeed—com¬ 
pletely equipped and perfectly armed, and that 
they had encamped at the place known as 
Sharmada, 1 or some say Danith al-Baqal, between 
Antioch and Aleppo. When the Muslims learned 
this, they flew towards them with the wings of 
hawks flying to the protection of their nests, and 
no sooner was eye matched with eye and each 
side approaching the other than the Muslims 
charged down upon them and encompassed them 
on all sides with blows of swords and hails of 
arrows. God Most High, to whom be the praise, 
granted victory to the party of Islam against the 
impious mob, and not. one hour of the day of 
Saturday seven[teen]th First Rabf 513 {28th 
June, 11x9) had passed ere the Franks were on the 
ground, one prostrate mass, horsemen and footmen 
alike, with their horses and their weapons, so that 
not one man of them escaped to tell the tale, and 
their leader Roger was found stretched out among 
the dead. A number of the eyewitnesses of this 
battle have related that they made a circuit of the 
scene of this combat in order to see the glorious 
sign wrought by God Most High, and that they saw 
some of the horses stretched out on the ground like 
hedgehogs because of the quantity of arrows stick¬ 
ing into them. This victory was one of the finest 
of victories, and such plenitude of divine aid was 

1 24 miles W. of Aleppo, See on the site of this battle Dussaud, 
Topographic .. . dn lu Syria, 220-221. 
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never granted to Islam in all its past ages. Antioch 
was left defenceless and bereft of its protectors 
and trusty men-at-arms, a prey to the attacker, 
and an opportunity to the seeker. 

But the opportunity of attacking it was neglec¬ 
ted owing to the absence of Zahlr al-Din Atabek 
from this battle, since the Turkmens had hurried 
ahead to engage the Franks without making 
preparations for the battle, in accordance with 
tire predestined decree, and owing to the pre¬ 
occupation of the troops in taking possession of 
the spoils, wherewith their hands were Filed and 
their spirits fortified, and with whose beauty their 
hearts were rejoiced. “ These are their dwellings 
wasted,” and " Praise be to God, Lord of the 
Worlds.” 1 Zahir al-Din Atabek returned to 
Damascus after this victory and entered it on 
Saturday, the penultimate day of First Jumada 
573 (6th September, 1x19). 

In this year also some who came from Jerusalem 
told of the discovery of the tombs-of the prophets 
al-Khalil (Abraham) and his two sons Isaac and 
Jacob, may blessing from God be upon them and 
. peace. They related that they were all together 
in a cave in the land of Jerusalem, and that they 
were as if alive, no part of their bodies having 
- decayed, and no bones rotted, and that suspended 
over them in the cave were lamps of gold and silver. 
The graves were then restored to their former 
condition. This is the story precisely as it was 
told, but God is more knowing of the truth than 
any other. 



1 Qur’an 27, 53 and i, i. 
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( 2nd April, 1x20, to 21st March, 1121) 

In this year the report arrived from Aleppo 
that the amir Najm al-Din Il-Ghazi son of Ortuq 
had abolished the tolls levied on the people of 
Aleppo, together with the duties on natural 
products and other contributions, and had re¬ 
scinded the oppressive innovations and objection¬ 
able imposts introduced by the evildoers. This 
action of his was received with gratitude, praise, 
appreciation and blessings. It was related that a 
great storm of hail had fallen at Mar din, in unac¬ 
customed violence and unprecedented amount, 
which killed the cattle and destroyed most of the 
vegetation and trees. In this year also Najm 
al-DIn dismantled Zaradna, and the amir Balak son 
of Ortuq defeated Gavras 1 the Greek near the 
castle of Sirman in the land of Arzinjan, killi ng 
about five thousand of the Greeks and capturing 
their commander Gavras. 

In this year also news was received of the arrival 
of the Count, king of the Franks, with a number 
of ships. He took possession of most of the 
fortresses. 

In this year a truce was made between Najm 
al-Din Il-Ghazi son of Ortuq, lord of Aleppo, and 
the Franks, and it was agreed to establish amicable 
and peaceful relations and that each of the two 
parties should refrain from doing injury to the 
other. 

1 ‘Afras or Ghafrds, he., Theodore Gavras, duke of Trebizond, who 
had been asked for assistance against the Ortuqids by the ruling prince 
of Arzinjan (of the house of Manguehak). 
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It was reported that Joscelin had made a raid 
upon the Arabs and Turkmens dwelling in Siffm 
and had seized some of them and a quantity of 
their livestock on the bank of the Euphrates, and 
on his return had destroyed the fort of Buza 'a. 1 


A.H. 515 


(22 nd March, 1121, to nth March, 1122) 


In this year news arrived of the assassination of 
al-Afdal, son of the Amir al-Juyush, the holder of 
authority in Egypt (God’s mercy upon him) on the 
second day of the Festival of the Fast breaking 
(13th or 14th December), as the result of a plot 
which was organized against him for a time when 
an opportunity should present itself. ... It was 
asserted that the Batinis were responsible for his 
assassination, but this statement is not true. On 
the contrary it is an empty pretence and an insub¬ 
stantial calumny. The real cause, upon which all 
accurate and' indisputable narratives concerning 
this affair are agreed, was an estrangement between 
him and his lord, the [Fatimid] Caliph al-Amir 
bi-ahkami’llah, arising out of al-Afdal’s constraint 
upon him and restraining him from following out 
his inclinations, and the aversion which he had 
shown to him on several occasions. . . . When he 
was killed al-Amir manifested unconcealed joy 
before all the courtiers and men of rank in Misr 
and Cairo. It is said also that the place of his 
assassination was in Misr on the middle of the 

1 Between i/atnah and Aleppo. 
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bridge at the head of al-Suwaiqatan ! on Sunday, 
the last day of Ramadan 515 (nth December, 
1121). He was fifty-seven years of age at this 
time, having been born at ‘Akka in the year 458 
(1066). He was a firm believer in the doctrines of 
the Sunna, upright in conduct, a lover of justice 
towards both troops and civil population, judicious 
in counsel and plan, ambitious and resolute, of 
penetrating knowledge and exquisite tact, of 
generous nature, accurate in his intuitions, and 
possessing a sense of justice which preserved him 
from wrongdoing and led him to shun all tyrannical 
methods. ' All eyes wept and all hearts sorrowed 
for him ; time did not produce .his like after him, 
and after his loss the government-fell into disrepute. 

In this year , also reports were received of the 
appearance of the Georgians from the Durub a and 
their descent on the territories of the king Tughrul. 
The latter asked for assistance from the amir Najm 
al-Dln U-GhazI son of Ortuq, lord of Aleppo, and 
also from the Turkmens and from the amir Dubais 
b. Sadaqa b. Mazyad. They consented to his 
urgent request, and set out to join him with a great 
host. The army of the Georgians fled in terror, 
and the Muslims pressed upon them and besieged 
them in the Durub ; but the Georgians turned 
upon the Muslhris, and having put them to flight, 
killed large numbers of them. Thereafter they 
advanced on the city of Tiflls and captured it by the 
sword, and put its inhabitants to death. 

1 Literally “ the two small markets.” 

* i.c., the Pyles, the passes west of Darband. Tughral b. MnAammad, 
later Saijuqid Sultan of al-'Iraq, was governor of Qazwin, Gilan, and 
the N,W, frontiers [ef. Bandar!, p, 134). 
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A.H. 516 



(izth March, 1122, to 28 th February, 1123) 


It was said that the amir Najm al-Din b. Ortuci 
marched out of Aleppo with his ‘askar and having 
crossed the Euphrates encountered the Franks, but 
they did not engage him in battle, and after 
destroying whatsoever he could lay hands on in 
then- territories, he returned to al-Funaidiq, in the 
en virons of Aleppo. 

In this year also the Egyptian fleet arrived at 
fyie carrying marines and a section of the troops 
lhe commander privily intended to dupe the amir 
Saif al-Dawla Mas ‘ud, who was governor in Tyre 
on behalf of the amir Zahir al-Din Atabek, and 
Anen Mas ud went out to greet the commander of 
the fleet, they invited him on board and arrested 
him as soon as he set foot on the. commander’s' 
vessel. 1 hus the plot was successfully carried out 
and the town fell into their hands. When the fleet 
set sail and reached Egypt, bearing the amir 
Mas ud, he was received with honour, lodged in a 
house and supplied with all that he required. 

1 he reason of this stratagem was that a succes- 
sion of complaints had been sent by the men of 

t r V»/ l A mir and al A fdal, relating the injuries 
which Mas ud was inflicting upon the civil popula¬ 
tion, his disregard of their customs, and opposi¬ 
tion to them. 1 It was considered necessary in 
consequence to take measures against him and 
to terminate the governorship which he held, but 
tne result of lus leaving the town and of the bad 

Reading al-muwaqafuti for al-muwdfaqati (“ agreement with ”). 
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•i Management of its affairs was that it was lost to 
the Franks. 

In this year also the report arrived that the 
amir Nur al-Dawla Balak son of Ortuq had set 
out with his askar during Rajah (5th September 
to 4th October), and having marched against the 
Franks at al-Ruha, had fallen upon them and 
defeated them at Saruj, taking prisoner their 
commander Joscelin together with Gale ran, 1 the 
son of his maternal aunt, and a number of their 
leaders. 

News arrived also of the death of the amir Najm 
al-Din Il-Ghazi son of Ortuq from an illness which 
befel him, while stopping in a village called al- 
I'uhul in Diyar Bakr, in the government of 
Mayyafariqin, on 6th Ramadan (8th November) of 
this year. His place was taken after his death' by 
his son Shams al-Dawla Sulaiman and the latter’s 
brother Timurtash, who took possession of Mardin. 
lhey remained in concord for some time, but a 
quarrel afterwards broke out between them, on 
which both of them were unyielding. 


A.H. 517 . 

(is/ March, 1123 to 18 th February, 1124/ 


hews was brought from Aleppo that an armistice 
had been concluded between the amir Badr al- 
Dawla sen oi ‘Abd al-Jabbar b. Ortuq, lord of 
Aieppo, and the Franks, on the condition of the 
surrender of the castle of Atharib to the Franks. 
It was surrendered to them accordingly and they 


Kalyan, 
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'entered into possession of it. Friendly relations 
were maintained on this footing, the provinces 
prospered on both sides, and the roads became 
safe for travellers between the districts of the 
two parties. This was in Safar (April) of this 
year. 

In this year also news was brought, of the 
advance of Baldwin. King of the Franks, with his 
army on 9th Safar (8th April) towards the province 
of Aleppo in order Jo attack the amir Balak b. 
Ortuq, who was besieging the castle of Karkar. 1 
Balak advanced towards him and the two armies 
met in the vicinity of Manzara. Baldwin was 
defeated and captured and became a prisoner in 
Balak’s hands along with a number of his principal 
knights. Balak confined him in a dungeon in the 
castle of Kliartbart (Kharput) together with 
Joscelin and the leaders of the Franks. 

At the end of Safar (end of April) Zahir al-Dln 
Atabek led out the 'askar and delivered an assault 
on the suburb of Hims, which he plundered and 
set on fire, together with some of the houses of 
the city. But since Tughan Arslan son of Husam 
al-Dawla had come to Hims to assist its lord 
Khir-Khan, Zahir al-Din withdrew from it and 
returned to Damascus. 

News arrived from Aleppo that the amir Balak 
b. Ortuq had descended upon it in First Rabi‘ of 
this year (May), and having burned its crops and 
blockaded the city, at length obtained possession 
of it by capitulation on Tuesday 1st First Jumada 
(26th June) from Badr al-Dawla, son of his uncle 

1 ? Qargar, on the right bank of the Orontes, a little to the north of 
the site of Afamiya (Dussaud, Topographie, 242). 
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4 bd al-Jabbar b. Ortuq. 1 He had already ' 
obtained possession of the city of Harran in th 

month of First Rabi*. n , 

In this year also news was brought of the arrival 
in Egypt of a numerous force of the army of the 
Luwlta [Berbers] from the region of: thewest 
They ravaged its provinces, and al-Mamun Abu 
‘Abdallah, son of al-Bata’ihi the successorr of the 
martyred al-Afdal, son of the Amir a bjuyush 
went out towards them with the Egyptian army 
by the command of the Imam al-Amir son o a- 
Musta‘ 11 . Fie met them and inflicted a severe 
defeat upon them, killing and capturing a gieal 
multitude, and imposed upon them a fixed tnbme 
to be paid by them each year. The^onth^ 
returned to their own places and al-Mamun re¬ 
turned to Misr, booty-laden and victonous, and 
reioiced at his good success. The report also 
arrived that the Egyptian fleet had met the 
Venetian fleet at sea, and that a battle, was fought 
in which the Venetian fleet gained the upper hand 
over the Egyptian fleet and captured from it a 

number of galleys. f lhk vear 

In the first ten days of First Rabi of this year 
(between 28th April and 8th May) the ainir balak 

1 The following genealogical table will make clear the relationships 
of the Orfcuqids :— 

ORT.UQ 


Su'km&n 


Ibrahim Pa'ud 
(Branch of Him 
Haifa and Amid) 


Il-Ghazi I 


•AW i -jabbar Baliram 


Sulaiman Timurtash 
(Branch, of Mardin) 


1 


Sulaiman 
(Badr al- 
Pawla) 


Balak 
(N'fir al- 
Dawla) 
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i&TDrtuq captured the castle of al-Bara and took 
its bishop prisoner. 

In this year also the report arrived from 
Khartbart that King Baldwin the Little and 
Joscelin, the leaders of the Franks, together with 
others of the captives of the amir Balak who were 
imprisoned in the fortress of Khartbart, had 
devised a stratagem amongst themselves and had 
seized the castle and fled. . . .' King Baldwin 
and he escaped, and they could not recapture him. 
On the same day also the Bishop of al-Bara 
escaped from his confinement. In the same month 
the amir Nur al-Dawla Balak marched with his 
‘askar to Khartbart and besieged its citadel until 
he recovered it from the Franks who had taken it 
by surprise. He established a garrison in it to 
protect it and be on their guard in its defence. 

In this year also the news was received that 
Mahmud b. Qaraja, governor of Hamah, had 
marched out with his men-at-arms and made 
towards Afarniya, the suburb of which he attacked. 
An arrow from the castle struck him in the hand, 
and when it was extracted his hand festered, and- 
growing worse, caused his death. Fie w r as de¬ 
bauched, tyrannical, and unscrupulous, and had 
put a number of the leading citizens of Hamah to 
death unjustly and illegally on the ground of 
slanderous accusations brought by them against 
one another. When Zahir al-Din learned of this, 
he dispatched one of his trusty officers to Hamah 
to take over the town and govern it. 

In this year also befel the disaster to the ‘askars 
of Zahir al-Din Atabek of Damascus and Saif 


1 lacuna in MS. 
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al-Din Aq-Sunqur al-B : ursuqi, when they joined 
forces and made an attack on *A?,az, in the province 
of Aleppo. They pressed on its siege by breaches 
and battles until its capture had become an easy 
matter, but the Franks assembled together from 
every quarter and sought to drive the 'askar away 
from it. The two armies met, and the army of the 
Muslims was broken and dispersed, with severe 
losses in killed and captives. Zahir al-Din returned 
to Damascus in First Jumada of this year (27th 
June to 26th July). In the month of Ramadan 
(23rd October to 21st November) of this same 
year the chamberlain ‘Ali b, Hamid proceeded to 
Egypt as an envoy from Zalhr al-Din Atabek 1 . 


ATI. 518 

(19 th February, 1124, to 6th February, 1125) 

In this year the Franks gained possession of the 
port of Tyre by capitulation. An account lias 
already been given of the causes which compelled 
the removal from Tyre of its governor, the amir 
Saif al-Dawla Mas ‘ud, and his being taken on the 
fleet to Egypt, so that it is not necessary to repeat 
this. When the governor who had been dispatched 
from Egypt after Mas ‘ud arrived in the town, he 
gained the goodwill of the townsmen and wrote to 
Zahir al-Din explaining the situation. The latter 
replied that the responsibility in this matter rested 
With those who had conceived it, and that the 
governor must look for assistance to their measures 
and dispositions. It befel that when the Franks 

* This paragraph appears to be misplaced from A.H. 519- 
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\fearned of this state of affairs,' and that Mas ‘ud 
had been removed from the governorship of Tyre, 
their desire for it. was stirred up and they persuaded 
themselves that the opportunity for capturing it 
was now come ; whereupon they set about gather¬ 
ing their forces and making preparations to besiege 
and invest it. When the governor was informed of 
what was afoot, he, realizing that he could not resist 
the Franks nor hold out against their siege on 
account of the shortage of troops and provisions in 
the town, wrote to apprise al-Amir, lord of Egypt, 
of this. Thereupon it was judged necessary to 
restore the government of Tyre to Zahir al-Din 
Atabek, in order that he should take measures for 
its defence and protection and for the warding off 
[of the Franks] from it, as he had been wont to do. 
The diploma of investiture was written in his 
name, and he deputed as its governors a body of 
men who had neither ability, capacity, nor bravery. 
In consequence of this its affairs fell into disorder, 
and the desire of the Franks was directed towards 
it. They set about forming a camp and making 
preparations for the blockade, and having en¬ 
camped outside the city in First Rabf of this year 
(18th April to 17th May), they blockaded it by 
fighting and siege until the supplies of food in the 
city ran short and its provisions were exhausted. 
Zahir al-Din marched with the 'askar to Banyas 
for the defence of Tyre. Letters were dispatched 
to Egypt with appeals for assistance to be sent to 
the city, but when day after day passed their 
. hearts sank and the citizens came to the brink of 
destruction. Zahir al-Din, being made aware of 
the true state of affairs and the impossibility of 
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lefnedying the critical situation of the town, and 
despairing of assistance being sent to it, opened 
negotiations with the Franks, and finessed, cajoled, 
threatened, and incited, until an agreement was 
reached to surrender the city to them, on the condi¬ 
tions that all who were in it should be given a 
guarantee of security, and that those of the troops 
and citizens who desired to depart should do so 
with as much of their property as they could 
remove, and those who desired to stay should stay. 

, The atabek then took up a position with his 
askar facing the Franks and the gate of the city 
was opened, and permission given to the people to 
depart. Each of them carried with him all light 
property that he was able to carry and left all 
heavy property behind. They filed out thus 
between two ranks, without a single Frank 
molesting any one of them, until the entire body of 
troops and citizens had leit, and none remained 
behind but those who were too weak to leave 
They were dispersed throughout the country and 
some of them came to Damascus. The date of 
the surrender of the city was 23rd First Jumada 
5*o (7th or 8th July, 1124), 

In the same year news was received that the 
Franks had assembled from their provinces des¬ 
cended upon Aleppo, and set about fighting'with 
its inhabitants and besieging the city. The siege 
w'as prolonged until the supplies of food in the 
town became deficient and its people were on the 
brink of destruction. When they were reduced to 
extremity and their endurance was exhausted 
they wrote to the amir Saif al-Din Aq-Sunqur 
al-Barsuqi, lord of Mosul, complaining of their 
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situation and describing what had befallen them; 
and begging him to send them support against the 
Franks and deliver them from the hands of the 
infidels. He was much distressed thereat and his 
happiness was dissipated, and he made prepara¬ 
tions at once to set out to their assistance and 
turned his attention to repelling their enemies. 
When he reached them in Dhul-Hijja of this year 
(January, 1125) an d the Franks received news of 
him and of his approach towards them, and of the 
exceeding might of his army, they fled in panic 
and withdrew in defeat. The vanguard of the 
cavalry pursued them, picking up all upon whom 
they could lay hands from among their com¬ 
panies, 1 and not one fugitive amongst them turned 
aside to any halting place until they were safely 
within Antioch. In their camp they had erected 
houses and huts to protect them from heat and 
cold, and they were determined to remain there to 
prosecute their siege, but God Most High—to Him 
be the praise !—showed mercyUpon the people of 
Aleppo and delivered them from disaster and 
snatched them from the coils of destruction. By 
this noble action Aq-Sunqur al-Bursuql acquired 
great merit and renown, and having entered 
. Aleppo, he governed it with uprightness and pro¬ 
tected the interests of its people, and made every 
effort to defend the city and keep the enemy at a 
distance; from it. Thus its affairs were set in order, 
its districts restored to prosperity, its roads made 
safe, and caravans frequented it with their 
merchandise and objects *of trade. 

1 This appears to be the meaning of the reading fi a ‘naqihitn in the 
. text, but perhaps read fi a *qdbihim " from amongst their rearmost men.” 
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In the winter of this year no rain fell in the land 
of Syria during December, January, and the greater 
part of February ; the crops perished and prices 
rose, and famine became general in most of the 
Syrian districts. Thereafter God overtook His 
servants with His mercy arid the sending down of 
rain after they had despaired of it, restoring the 
earth thereby to life after its death, 1 and recovering 
the seed crops after their loss, and all hearts were 
gladdened and care and distress were removed 
from them. Prices became high in this year in 
Aleppo, Damascus, and all its territories as far as 
al-Rahba, al-Oal ‘a, and Mosul. This state of 
affairs lasted into the year 19 and many poor 
people perished of starvation. 


A.H. 519 


(jth February, 1125, to 26 th January, 1x26) 

In this year news arrived from the quarter of 
Baldwin, king of the Franks, lord of Jerusalem, 
of his assembling of troops and making prepara¬ 
tions to invade the region of Hawran in the govern¬ 
ment of Damascus, in order to ravage and devas¬ 
tate it. He began to dispatch raiding parties to 
the districts near Damascus, placing them in sore 
straits, and laying ambushes on the roads for those 
who journeyed to them. On receiving confirmation , 
of this news, Zahir al-Din Atahek set about making 
preparations to encounter him and assembling his 
allies to wage the Holy War against him. He sent 


A Qur'anic reminiscence. 
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letters to the amirs, leaders and principal men of 
the Turkmens, informing them of the state of 
affairs, asking for their help against the Franks, 
and promising them generous treatment and 
reward. Meanwhile, having received news that 
the r ranks were near Tiberias and intending to 
advance on the immediate neighbourhood' of 
Damascus by way of Marj al-Suffar and Sharkhub, 
he led out his 'askar and camped at Marj al- 
Suffar, whence he wrote to the governors of the 
provinces to send him reinforcements of foot- 
soldiers. At this moment the Turkmens arrived, 
to the number of tw ; o thousand horsemen, men of 
great valour, filled with desire for the Holy War 
and eager to be first in the fight, and a great host 
assembled to assist him. The,Franks, on learning 
that the Atabek and the ‘askar were encamped at 
Mar] al-Suffar, inarched towards him and set up 
their tents over against him, so that both armies 
were to face and the outposts of the two forces 
engaged in skirmishes. 

i ^ Ionda y DhuTHijja of this year 

(25th January, 1126), there were assembled, in 
accordance with the predestined decree of God and 
1 is ineluctable wisdom, a great host from the 
armed bands and untried youths of Damascus the 
men of the Ghuta, the Marj, and the outlying 
districts, and the armed bands of the Batinlya 
noted for courage and gallantry, from Hiros and 
elsewhere and from al-'Aqaba, Qasr al~Hajjaj, 
am. al-Shaghur, 1 both footmen and horsemen. 



., b A3l . th ! ee were suburban districts to the south of Damascus if bv 
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fully armed, together with others accompanying 
those who had volunteered out of religious zeal. 
They set out to join the ranks before the battle 
was begun, when the news had spread of the 
strength and multitude of the army of Islam and 
of its superiority over the party of the Franks and 
its exceeding might, and no one doubted but that 
the Franks were doomed to destruction on that 
day and would fall an easy prey to the Muslims. 

It fell out that a strong party of the Turkmen 
troops made an attack on, the fringes of the Franks 
and gained the advantage over them, whereupon 
the Franks, moved by fear, and knowing that they 
could do nothing against such a multitude, but 
certain only of their own destruction, withdrew in 
a body from the camp which they had occupied, 
to return to their own districts, in the utmost fear 
and panic and humiliation. A body of the Turk¬ 
mens became engaged with a detachment of them 
as they were on the march, and captured a rich 
booty in their baggage train and animals, in 
addition to seizing the famous church which they 
had in their camp. Thereupon the army became 
emboldened against them and charged upon them, 
while the Franks, on their part, fled without 
venturing to turn against their pursuers, or to 
wait for stragglers, so panic-stricken were they. 
The Muslims pressed upon them and harassed 
them so mercilessly that at length they were forced 
to throw themselves upon their pursuers, be the 
issue for them or against them. Rallying their 
ranks, they turned to face the Muslim cavalry and 
charged upon them with their famous onset, broke. 
them and drove them in flight, killing all those of 
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therearmost who were deflected by fear or betrayed 
by destiny. The flight of the 'askar became a head¬ 
long rout, and the Franks turned against all the 
footmen, who were an immense number and a vast 
host, and put them to the sword until they made an 
end of them. They pursued and slaughtered the 
fugitives until they reached the pass of Shuhura, 1 
and approached the city [of Damascus] from 
Sharkhfib, notwithstanding the greatness of this 
distance and the. powers of endurance of their 
horses. Zahir al-DIn Atabek and the ‘askar 
reached Damascus at the close of the same clay, 
and arranged between themselves to attack the 
Franks early the following morning in. order to 
inflict a decisive defeat upon them, but they found 
that they had already set . off to return to their 
own district, for fear of the determination of the 
Muslims to attack and pursue them. God dis¬ 
poses as He wills. 



A.H. 520 

(27 th January, 1126, to 16th January, 1127) 

In this year the report was received from Mosul 
of the martyrdom of the amir isfahsallar Saif 
al-DIn Aq-Sunqur al-Bursuqi, lord of the city, in 
the cathedral mosque there at the hands of the 
Batinls in Dhul-Qa ‘da of this year (beg. 18th 
November). 2 This amir (God's mercy upon him) 
was upright in conduct and action, of laudable 
character, a lover of justice and fair dealing, 

1 The important pass giving access to the plain of Damascus, about 
ten miles south of the city (Dussaud, 318). 

3 Details of the assassination omitted. 
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-frequent in his religious observances, praiseworthy 
in his aims, fond of welldoing and welldoers, and 
generous to men of learning and religion. The 
people grieved for him and mourned his loss in 
this tragic fashion, and when Zahir al-Din Atabek 
learned of it, he was troubled and distressed at 
the news. 

Al-Bursuqi was succeeded by his son, the amir 
Mas ‘ud, who was noted for the nobility and purity 
of his character, and famous for his gallantry and 
capacity. 1 The domestic officers, wazir, and 
secretaries of his father all continued in his service, 
and he maintained the laudable conduct and aims 
of his father ; his power was thus firmly established 
and his affairs rightly and excellently ordered. 

In this year Zahir al-Din Atabek marched 
towards Tadmur (Palmyra) and remained on 
campaign until he recovered the town from the 
hands of those who governed it, and who had 
assassinated its former governor, the son of Zahir 
al-Din’s brother. The town was captured on 
Thursday 12th Second Rabi' (6th May), and it 
was decided that it should be given as an apanage 
to the amir Shihab al-Din Mahmud son of Taj 
al-Muluk Burx son of Zahir al-Din Atabek. It was 
delivered up to him accordingly and he went out 
to it, accompanied by some of [Zahir al-Din’s] 
trusty officers, to whom the guardianship both of 
him and of the town had been assigned. 

In this year also, when Zahir al-Din returned 
from Aleppo, the first signs of illness were showing 
in him. He entered Damascus in Sha ‘ban (beg. 

1 Reading ghana' for ‘ana’. 
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August 22nd) and in the same month Amin al- 
Dawla Gumushtagm, governor of Bosra, came to 
him from Egypt bringing the reply to the letter 
with which he had been sent. In his company 
there came the amir al-Muntadi b. Musafir al- 
Ghanawi, the ambassador of al-Amir, ruler of 
Egypt, bringing magnificent robes of honour and 
costly Egyptian presents, 

In this year also the position of Bahram, the 
propagandist of the Batiniya, grew so formidable 
that he became a factor to be reckoned with in 
Aleppo and Syria. He lived in extreme conceal¬ 
ment and secrecy, and continually disguised him¬ 
self, so that he moved from city to city and castle 
to castle without anyone being aware of his 
identity, until he appeared in Damascus in 
pursuance of an agreement which Najm al-Dln 
Il-Ghazi son of Ortuq had made with the amir 
Zaliir al-Dln Atabek, and with a letter containing 
strong recommendations on his behalf. He was 
received with honour as a measure of precaution 
against his malice and that of his organization, and 
every consideration was shown him, and protection 
was assured him after suffering many vicissitudes of 
fortune. He moved about from place to place and 
gained a following among the ignorant and witless 
mob, and foolish peasantry, men lacking both 
intelligence and religion, who sought in him and 
his party a means of protecting themselves and 
injuring others. He found an ally in the Wazlr 
Abu 'All Tahir b. Sa ‘d al-Mazdaqanl, who, even 
though he was not of his way of thinking, assisted 
him to spread his malicious devices and to manifest 
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his secret objects. When his organization came 
into the open and extended far and wide, and this 
wazir of Zahir al-Din consented to become an 
accomplice in his activities and to strengthen his 
hands in his operations, he requested of Zahir 
al-Din Atabek a castle in which to take refuge and 
a fortress in which to defend himself. Zahir al-Din 
accordingly delivered up to him the frontier fort 
of Banyas in Dhu’l-Qa 'da 520 (November to 
December, 1126), and when he had established 
himself in it, he was joined there by his rabble of 
varlets, half-wits, peasants, low fellows and vile 
scum, whom he had seduced by his lying and his 
false pretensions, and had won over to his side by 
his intrigues and deceits. This public establish¬ 
ment of their cause 1 created a grievous calamity 
and a public terror ; men of learning, piety, and 
religious authority, the people of the Sunna and 
the Tradition of the Fathers, and true Believers of 
honourable and peaceful life were sore distressed, 
and none of them dared say a word about these 
people or complain about any man of them, in 
order to ward off their malice and guard .against 
their vengeance upon him. For they set about, 
killing all those who opposed them, and supporting 
all who gave them assistance in their impious ways, 
so that neither Sultan nor Wazir would condemn 
them, nor could any general or amir break the 
edge of their malice. 


In this year also the Franks marched on 
Rafaniya and regained possession of it from the 
Muslims after a siege. 

1 Reading sababihim. 
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A.H. 521 

[ijth January, 1127, to 5 th January, 1128) 

An account has been given above of the martyr¬ 
dom of amir Saif al-Dm Aq-Sunqur al-Bursuql, lord 
of Mosul, in the mosque of the city at the hands of 
the Batinis, and of the succession of his son, the 
amir Mas ‘ud, in his place. When his authority 
was firmly established and his might became 
formidable, he grew arrogant and being puffed up 
by his youthful impetuousness he conceived the 
idea of taking the field against the cities of Syria, 
trying to seize the Muslim fortresses, and throwing 
himself into the Holy War against the Frankish 
bands with adversaries of resolution and upright¬ 
ness, vigour- and bravery in acquiring the merit of 
the Raid and the Holy War. The news of his 
activities was brought to Zahrr al-Dm Atabek, 
accompanied by tales illustrating the prince's 
jealousy of him, on account of the respect and fair 
reputation which he had won, and by reports that 
he was determined to arm and gather his forces in 
order to set out for the provinces of Syria and to 
sow in them disorder and devastation. Zahxr 
al-Din Atabek, on learning of these proposals, the 
like of which would not be put forward by any man 
of sense, nor be contemplated by any prudent and 
intelligent person, determined to make prepara¬ 
tions for marching against him with his ‘askar and 
quench his desire by the massacre of his own party. 
But it was not more than a few days later that the 
pitcher of his youth was broken and the decree of 
his predestination descended upon him in the out- 
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skirts of al-Rahba through the assault of a severe 
illness which carried him off to that predestined 
end from which there is no refuge and against 
which there is no protector. I hus his sword was 
shattered, and his counsellors and Ins army forsook 
him his defenders abandoned him to fate, and his 
intimates and trusted officers separated from him. 
At the same time perished his wazir, his partner 
and adviser in his folly, by reason of a severe 
illness which came suddenly upon him and led him 
into the snares of death. A number of the |»pggg 
Turkish slaves of his father fled with the standards 
which he had caused to be made for his purpose, 
and which had been fashioned with the utmost skill 
in accordance with his specifications and choice 
and brought them to Zahir al-Dm Atabek, in order 
to present them to him and by this means to gam 
his goodwill. He received them, graciously and 
showed them exceeding honour and favour, took 
them, into his own service and included them m 
the number of his trusted officers and private 
associates, and rewarded them for their auhesion 
to him by bountiful deed and high pay. 

In Sha ‘ban of this year (12th August to 9th 
September, 1127) Baldwin, king of the hnmks lord 
of Jerusalem, marched with his army to Vv adi 
Musa (Petra), and having plundered and enslaved 
its inhabitants and scattered them he wthdrew 
and left them. In Latter Jumada (ipth May to 
nth Tune) of the same year the report was 
received that the amir Khutlugh Abah al-Sultam 
had been appointed governor of the city of Aleppo, 
and had occupied its citadel by means of a party 
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of secret agents which had been selected for the 
purpose. He had been but a short time in posses¬ 
sion when his affairs fell into disorder and an 
enmity sprang up between him and the town bands 
of Aleppo, who besieged him in the citadel until 
the ‘askar of the amir ‘Imad al-Dln [Zanklj 
Atabek arrived at Aleppo. Khutlugh Abah was 
then surrendered to ‘Imad al-Din from the citadel 
and imprisoned, until at the request [of his enemies] 
he gave permission to blind him’, and this was done. 


A.II. 522 


(6th January to 24th December, 1128) 


1 In this year the illness of Zahlr al-Din Atabek 
increased in violence and persisted with him until 
it sapped his strength and weakened his bodily 
frame, and brought him to the brink of that, event 
which no device can. ward off nor any force pro¬ 
hibit. Thereupon he summoned his son the ainlr 
Taj al-Muluk, together with the amirs of his 
kingdom, his household officers, his trusted advisers 
and the leaders of the troops, and informed them 
that he felt in himself the approaching end of his 
span. " Naught remains (he continued) but my 
injunctions concerning the action to be taken and 
the conduct of government after my death and its 
carrying on in future. This my son Taj al-Muluk 
Burl is my eldest son, who has been trained up to 
occupy my place after pie and who is looked to 
in order to fill the gap of my loss. I have no doubt 
as to the uprightness of his conduct, Ms desire to 

1 This passage is slightly abridged. 
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Ho that which is best, and his love [of justice], nor 
that he will follow in my footsteps in preserving 
the hearts of the amirs and troops and act accord¬ 
ing to my example in dealing equitably with the 
notables and subjects, If he accepts this my 
testament, and walks in the way of approval in 
extending justice and fair dealing to all, and 
removes from them by his good government all 
causes of anxiety and fear, that is what is ex¬ 
pected of such an one as he and hoped for from 
his uprightness and good action. If he turns aside 
from this conduct to follow any other way, and 
inclines from the uprightness which is sought of 
him in secret and in open, he will now himself call 
you to witness against himself in such a case, and 
declare sentence against himself in such a turn of 
events.” Thereupon Burl, saying “ Nay, but I 
shall faithfully carry out [your testament] as you 
would desire, and I shall not transgress the path 
of rectitude ” confirmed his pledge to him to this 
effect with an emphasis which conveyed his 
sincerity to Zalur al-Din and satisfied him. There¬ 
after he was called to the mercy of God on the 
forenoon of Saturday 8th Safar of this year (nth 
February), and all hearts and eyes mourned his 
loss, and no voice was heard but was afflicted with 
sorrow, mindful of his generous actions and giving 
thanks for his reign. His son Taj al-Muluk Burl 
assumed control after him, and dealt beneficently 
with his personal followers, his subjects and Ms 
army. 

This blessed amir (Zahlr al-Din) had gone to the 
utmost lengths in enforcing justice and restraining 
from oppression. He restored to a number of the 
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subjects a quantity of neglected properties in the 
outskirts of the city, which had been seized from 
them by violence in the time of insolent and 
tyrannical governors, or had been subjected to the 
payment of tribute in kind or ruined by ravishing 
hostile hands, and assessed them at their old- 
established rate of land-tax and duties, removing 
from them all‘causes of oppression and injury, and 
relieving their owners from all disputation regard¬ 
ing their title at all places and times. By this 
measure he gained the gratitude and fervent 
prayers of the people. 

Following this he had addressed a petition to the 
Commander of the Faithful, the Caliph al-Mustar- 
shid biilah, at the time of his journey to Baghdad, 
and visit to the courts of the Imam al-Mustarshid 
and the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dln. In this petition, 
having exposed the condition of neglected areas in 
the government of Damascus and of cultivated 
estates and land fallen out of cultivation which 
bad no owner, that there was nothing to be gained 
from leaving them uncultivated, and that neither 
courtier nor citizen received any benefit from them 
owing to their ruinous state and the disappearance 
of their workshops and [consequently] of the 
duties [formerly levied on them], 1 he asked the 
Caliph for permission to sell them to whosoever 
desired them and sought to bring them under 
cultivation, in order that the benefit of their crops 
and produce might be gained, and to apply the 
revenues accruing from their sale to the purpose of 
the troops enrolled for the Holy War. The Caliph 

1 ma *dmiliha wa rusumiha, but perhaps read ma 'dlimihd “ boundary 
marks and lines of division/’ 
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accorded him full and emphatic permission to carry 
out. this proposal, declaring it lawful to him, and 
assuring legal possession to those who acquired an 
estate by purchase from him, and endorsed the 
petition to that effect, by granting execution and 
invalidating legal disputation in regard thereto, 
and forbidding the revocation of any part of his 
decision or the revision of his decree ; moreover he 
confirmed his acceptance of the atabek’s proposals 
by the noble sign-manual of the Imam al-Mustar- 
shid, and brought in to witness thereto witnesses 
of known probity. The atabek then carried out 
the sale of these properties to those who desired 
them, and a number of estates which had been 
desolate wastes, lying in ruins and of no value or 
use to anyone, were put into cultivation, their 
springs of water made to fiorv, and restored to the 
most flourishing of their former states. . . . 

The Reign of Taj al-Muluk Burib. Atabek 

Now when the preordained decree was executed 
upon Zahlr al-DIn Atabek (God’s mercy upon 
him) and his son, the amir Taj al-Muluk, reigned 
in his place, he confirmed his father’s wazir Abu 
'Ali Tahir b. Sa’d al-Mazdaqani in his wazirate 
and maintained him in his position as his personal 
representative, and did not remove any governor 
of his of proved loyalty from his post or source of 
income, but on the contrary increased their 
emoluments and bestowed upon them robes of 
honour and rich bounty. He also' confirmed the 
fiefholders in their fiefs and all recipients of state 
salaries in their stipends, so that he was greatly 
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praised and blessed by all. To his wazlr al- 
Mazdaqam he showed great liberality, and assigned 
to him the tenth part of his revenue together with 
the fees payable on presentation of petitions 
regarding fiefs, 1 salaries and grants for maintenr 
ance. When the power of the Batinls increased 
and their malevolence redoubled in consequence of 
his father's policy of giving them protection and 
humouring them in order to ward off their malice, 
he had privily formed a decision concerning their 
organization which he did not communicate to 
any of his intimates or more trusted courtiers. 
When, therefore, God empowered him over them, 
he began to take action by devising a means to 
punish them and by exterminating them, and took 
those steps which will, be related in their proper 
place. 

An account of what befel in Damascus and its 
districts by reason of the Batiniya and the destruc¬ 
tion and obliteration of landmarks resulting from 
their activities during the remainder of the year 
522. 

A sufficient account has already been given of 
Bahram, the missioner of the Batiniya, and the 
cause which necessitated the deliverance to him 
of the frontier castle of Banyas. When he had 
established himself in Banyas he set about fortify¬ 
ing it and rebuilding what of it was in ruins or out 
of repair. In all directions he dispatched his 
missionaries, who enticed a great multitude of the 
ignorant folk of the provinces and foolish peasantry 
from the villages and the rabble and scum, persons 

1 h uqiiqn'l 'ardi ‘ani'l-'iqia 'ati. 
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without intelligence to restrain them from mischief 
or fear of God to prevent them from wrong-doing. 
Their evil power was thereby increased and the 
true nature of their false doctrine made manifest ; 
their hands and tongues were lengthened with 
slander and abuse against the men of repute 
amongst the subjects, and with greed and spolia- 
tion against lonely travellers on the highways, 
whom they seized with violence and used despite- 
fully, and with the slaying of men outrageously 
and unjustly. They were assisted to these depths 
of misdoing by the wazir Abu ‘ All Tahir b. Sa d al- 
Mazdaqani, who carried his partisanship to extreme 
lengths. But he suffered the dire consequences 
and bitter penalty of his action when an agreement 
was established between him and Bahrain the 
missioner to furnish [one another with] aid and 
support—an agreement made in flat disregard ot 
and disobedience to God, and inspired by the 
desire to take joint action against those who sought 
to injure them and pursue a common aim against 
those who had evil designs upon them. Taj al- 
Muluk was by no means pleased at this nor did lie 
consent to it; but sound statesmanship, a strong 
spirit of forbearance, and penetrating knowledge 
moved him to close his eyes, with whatever pain, 
to their activities and to bear patiently then- 
rankling injury. Meanwhile he secretly meditated 
taking steps against them, without disclosing his 
design until such time as he should, find an oppor¬ 
tunity which facilitated his object and a clear 
predominance over the enemies of God, wheieupon 
the opportunity would, be seized and the quarry 
hunted down. 
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Now it chanced that Bahrain the missioner, since 
it was the will of God that he should perish, con¬ 
ceived the idea of slaying Baraq b. Jandal, one of 
the chiefs in Wadil-Taim, not for any cause which 
impelled him to do so, or for any crime which 
required him to take action against him, but in 
sheer disregard of the fate of tyrants who shed 
inviolate human blood and in culpable ignorance 
of the warning of God to those who seek to do so 
and venture npon it in His words “ And whoso 
slayeth a Believer of set purpose, his recompense 
shall be Hell, to dwell therein to eternity; God 
shall be wrath with him and shall curse him, and 
shall make ready for him a mighty chastisement/’ 1 
So Bahrain used deceit with Baraq until he came 
into his hands, when he put him in fetters and 
killed him in cold blood. There was general 
lamentation at the murder in this way of such a 
man notwithstanding his youth, his gallantry, and 
personal beauty, and imprecations and reproofs 
were openly uttered against Iris murderer in all 
gatherings and assemblies, and by all, both far 
and near. His brother Dahhak b. Jandal, with 
his clan and family, impelled by the ardour of their 
Muslim pride and their passion for the honour of 
the family to seek revenge for his blood, assembled 
and made a compact together and swore to one 
another to remain steadfast in meeting their 
enemies, to devote themselves to the pursuit of 
their vendetta and to spend their life-blood and 
their souls in attaining their revenge. They set 
about making preparations to this end with stead¬ 
fastness and watchfulness for an opportunity, until 

1 Qur’an, Sura IV, v. 95. 
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l 'ffleir predestined doom laid Bahram and his band 
by the heels, and God decreed their uprooting and 
extirpation. 

With forces gathered together from all quarters, 
and swelled by adherents who came in from every 
side, Bahram marched out from Banyas in the year 
522 and made in the direction of Wadl'l-Taim in 
order to crush these persons of whom we have 
spoken, but. they were prepared to meet him 
and watching for an opportunity to engage him 
in battle. When they were made aware of his 
approach to them, they rose to meet him in a 
body like lions rising from their lairs to defend 
their cubs, and flew at them as mountain-hawks 
at partridges. O11 approaching his broken faction 
and Godforsaken host they charged upon them 
when they were in their camp and off their guard. 
Shouting the battlecry, they took them unawares, 
and ere the horseman could mount his steed or the 
footsoldiertfxmld seize his weapons death overtook 
the greater part of the Batinis, by smiting with the 
sword, abrading with the poniards of fate, sprinkling 
with the arrows of destruction, and stoning with 
the rocks of predestination. 

Bahram meanwhile was in his tent, surrounded 
by a company of his partners in his folly and error, 
ignorant of what had encompassed him and his 
sectaries. On hearing the uproar and shouting 
they had leapt up to seize their weapons, but the 
men of Wadl'l-Taim rushed upon them with their 
keen swords and death-dealing poniards and killed 
the whole company. Bahrain's head and' hand 
was cut off, after he had. been dissected by swords 
.and knives, and one of the slayers who took these, 
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aioiig with his ring, to Egypt, carrying the joyful 
tidings of his death and destruction, was vested 
with a robe of honour and rewarded. The news 
of this event spread far and wide, and all the people 
were united in joy and congratulation at their 
destruction, and derived the fullest share of 
pleasure from this victory. 

_In consequence of this, the numbers of the 
Batinis were diminished and their power of 
offence was weakened. The place of Bahrain was 
taken by his friend Ismail the Persian, his 
comrade in error and violence, and his accomplice 
in intrigue and rebellion, who set about enticing 
the witless, exactly as Bahrain had done, and 
even surpassed him in folly to an extent which 
made plain the weakness of his intelligence and 
Iris malignity. Round him gathered the remnants 
of the abominable sect from all provinces and 
districts, and all those of them who were scattered 
throughout the country. The wazir Abu ‘All 
^ al-Mazdaqam maintained towards 
Isma II the same policy as he had observed towards 
.Bahrain, by assisting him to achieve his purposes, 
in order to guard himself against their malice and 
out of desire for his own safety, not knowing that 
the end of such actions is bitter repentance and 
wide digression from the path of security. As it 
has been said, “ Many an one who gives himself 
up is saved by his surrender, and many an one 
who guards against evil finds therein his bane.” 
Ihe complaints of the people, men of rank and 
commons alike, continued to multiply, and their 
losses at the hands of the deluded fanatics to suc¬ 
ceed one another, until Taj al-Muluk, son of Zaiiir 
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al-Dm Atabek, set about their extirpation and 
whetted the blade of his determination to purify 
the provinces of them. He considered that the 
most advisable step necessitated by his plans for 
attaining this object was to make away in the first 
instance with the wazir Abu f Ali, since he was the 
most certain mark at which to aim and the first to 
be sought. He therefore laid upon one of his 
household officers in whom he had confidence the 
duty of killing him, and arranged with him that 
he should strike his head with a sword when he 
himself gave him the signal On Wednesday 17th 
Ramadan 523 (4th September, 1129), the wazir 
presented himself as usual with all the amirs and 
commanders in the Rose Pavilion at the Palace of 
the Citadel at Damascus, and various matters 
were transacted and. discussed in the council with 
Taj al-Muluk and those present, until the hour of 
their withdrawal and return to. their houses. The 
wazir rose to withdraw after them, according to 
his custom, and at that moment Taj al-Muluk 
gave the signal to his antagonist, who struck his 
head several blows with his sword and killed him. 
His head was then cut off, carried with his dead 
body to the ashheap at the Iron Gate, and thrown 
upon it, that all the people might see the act of 
God upon one who plotted and sought other helpers 
than Him. His body was burned with fire some 
days later, and reduced to ashes strewn by the 
winds. "This is the reward for that which his 
hands wrought, and God is not unjust towards 
His creatures/’ 1 

The report of this spread immediately, and the 

1 Reminiscence of Qur’an 22, 10. 
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^ b.'mds at Damascus, assisted by the mob and 
tlie refuse of the city, rose with swords and naked 
poniards and put to death all the Batinis and their 
adherents 1 upon whom they could lay hands, and 
every person connected with them or related to 
them. They pursued them into their dwellings, 
fetched them out of their places, and dispatched 
them all either by dismemberment with swords or 
by slaughter with poniards, and they were thrown 
out upon the dungheaps like abandoned carrion. 
A large number of individuals among them who 
had taken refuge with various high quarters in 
order to protect themselves, and who hoped for 
safety through their intercession, were forcibly 
seized and their blood was shed without fear o'f 
consequences. By the next morning the quarters 
and streets of the city were cleared of the Batinis 
and the dogs were yelping and quarrelling over their 
limbs and corpses. “ Verily in this is a sign to men 
of intelligence.’' 2 

Amongst those who were captured was the man 
known as Shadhi the freedman, the pupil of Abu 
Tahir the Batiru goldsmith who was formerly at 
Aleppo. This accursed freedman was the root of 
all the trouble and evil, and was repaid with the 
severest punishment, at which the hearts of many 
of the Believers were comforted. He was crucified, 
along with a few others of the sect, on the battle¬ 
ments of the wall of Damascus, in order that it 
might be seen how God had dealt with the oppres¬ 
sors and brought signal chastisement upon the 
infidels. The chamberlain Y usuf b. Firiiz, military 


1 Text asbabikim , perhaps for ashyci'ihim . 
* Another Qur'anic reminiscence. 
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governor of the town, and its worthy mayor, 
Thiqat al-Mulk Abfi’l-Dhuwad Mufarrij b. al- 
Hasanibn al-Sufi, had displayed the utmost zeal in 
urging on the destruction of the abominable 
sectaries. They adopted in consequence elaborate 
precautions against the sudden onslaught of 
emissaries who might be sent against them from 
the Batiniya of Alamut, the centre of the Batinlya, 1 
by wearing iron and surrounding themselves with 
large numbers of guards carrying quantities of 
weapons ready for action. So disaster came upon 
the evildoers and rejectors of God, and felicity to 
the upright and heedful of admonition. 

As for Isma ‘II the missioner, who was living at 
Banyas, and those who were with him, when they 
heard the report of this disaster, they were filled 
with despair and humiliation and began to lay the 
blame upon one another, while their supporters 
dispersed throughout the country. Isma 'll him¬ 
self, knowing that disaster threatened him if he 
remained at Banyas and being unable to put up 
an obstinate resistance, sent to the Franks, 
promising to deliver up Banyas to them, in order 
to seek safety with them. He surrendered it to 
them accordingly, and he with a number of others 
came into their hands and slunk away from Banyas 
into the Frankish territories in the utmost abase¬ 
ment and wretchedness. Isma 'll was smitten by 
the disease of diarrhoea, and dying of it was buried 
in Banyas at the beginning of the year 524. So 

> The castle of Alamut f Eagle's Nest") in the mountain legion, 
N.E. o£ Qazwln (Kasvin), in North-Western Persia, which was seized 
"bv the founder of the Batiai sect, Hasaa-i Sabbah, in 1090, and remained 
the mother-convent of the order until its destruction by the Mongols. 
(See the Geographical Journal for January, 1931.) 
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•this district was rid of them and purified from 
uncleanness. 
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A.H. 523 

(25 th December, 1128, to 14 th December , 1129) 

An account of the defeat of the Batinxs and of 
matters relating to other persons during the years 
22 and 23 has already been given, as required by 
the sequence of the narrative. When the Franks' 
heard the news of the disaster among the Batinxs 
and the transference of Banyas from them into 
their own hands, it stirred up in them a covetous 
desire for Damascus and its provinces. After much 
talk about marching on it, they sent out their 
envoys to the districts to gather the men-at-arms 
and call up their levies, and all who were in their 
territories of al-Ruha, Antioch, Tarabulus, and 
the coast-lands assembled to join them. They 
were reinforced also from sea by the king Count, 1 
he who took the place of Baldwin amongst the 
Franks when he died, having with him a vast 
host. Having joined forces they halted at Banyas, 
where they established a camp and set out to collect 
supplies and provisions for their stay. Reports of 
their movements were brought by a number of 
persons who had seen them, and their numbers 
were reckoned to exceed sixty thousand horse and 
foot, the majority being footsoldiers. 

When Taj al-Muluk learned of their resolution, 
he made preparations to deal with it and turned 
his attention to laying in large stocks of equipment, 

1 Falk, Count of Anjou, and the new force ol Knights of the Temple. 


' arms, war stores and appliances which were re¬ 
quired in order to overcome all difficulties. He 
sent letters to the amirs of the Turkmens by the 
hands of envoys who were specially deputed to 
ask them for reinforcement and aid, and lie 
promised such an amount of money and grain as 
moved them to hasten to answer his summons. 
He was joined by all the men of valour and might 
in battle from their various tribes, eager to per¬ 
form the obligation of Holy War and hastening 
to raid the infidel antagonists, and he hastened to 
deliver to them what they required for their food 
and fodder for their horses. 

The accursed ones set out from Banyas, advanc¬ 
ing slowly and in battle order towards Damascus. 

On the- 1 of Dhu’l-Qa ‘da 523 (16th 

October to 14th. November), they halted at 
the Wooden Bridge 2 and the famous plain 
adjacent thereto, and encamped there. The ‘askar 
had that morning moved out of Damascus, and 
had been joined by the Turkmens from their 
encampments around the city and by the amir 
Murra b. Rabi ‘a with his Arab auxiliaries. They 
broke up into squadrons [which surrounded the 
Franks] on all sides and took up positions facing 
them, in the hope that a detachment of the 
Franks might come out [against them] when they 
would hasten to advance upon them and meet 
them in battle. But not a knight of them came 
out, nor did a single footsoldier appear ; on the; 
contrary they drew in their flanks and remained 
fast in their camp. The Muslims stayed in this 
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1 Blank in the text. 

* Near Darayya, about six: miles S.W. of Damascus. 
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position for several days, expecting them to 
advance towards the city, but nothing was to be 
seen of them save their assembling, their peram¬ 
bulation round their camp, and the glitter of their 
helmets and weapons. Enquiries were made as to 
what they were doing and what it was that delayed 
their advance and caused them to remain station¬ 
ary. It was said that they had dispatched the 
bravest of their cavalry and stoutest of their 
footsoldiers to Hawran with mules to collect such 
provisions and corn as were required for a long 
stay and a siege, and that they could not move nor 
had they any strength until the return of these 
persons. 

On hearing of this state of affairs Taj al-Muluk 
made haste to detail a detachment consisting of 
the doughtiest of the Turks of Damascus, with hi$ 
Turkmen allies and the Arabs who had come with 
the amir Hurra, to whom he added the amir Saif 
al-Dawla Sawar with the ‘askar of Hamah, and 
instructed them to set out at the close of the same 
day, to march with all speed through the night 
and reach in the morning the district of Buraq, 1 
for it was estimated that the accursed ones would 
then have reached that place on their way back from 
Hawran. They hastened to carry out his instruc¬ 
tions, and by daybreak were at their destination in 
overwhelming force, for they had with them the 
entire train of their 'askar, consisting of an innu¬ 
merable body. The Muslims at once opened an 
attack upon the Franks, many of whom were 
killed by arrows before they could complete their 
mounting. Thereupon they formed battle-ranks 

1 At the northern edge of the LejS, about 25 miles S. of Damascus. 
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and stood in a solid phalanx. The Muslims 
charged upon them, but they held their ground, 
until, when the army of Islam had repeatedly 
returned to the attack and made great slaughter 
amongst them,' they became discouraged and lost 
heart and were convinced of their doom. Their 
leader and hero Guillaume 1 turned and fled with 
a party of knights, whereupon the Turks and 
Arabs made a mighty assault and surrounded the 
remainder with blows of swords and thrusts of 
lances and showers of arrows, and ere more than a 
part of-ihe day had gone they were prostrate upon 
the ground aiid befouled with dust beneath the 
horses' feet. The victors took from them a spoil 
with which their hands were filled, consisting of 
horses, arms, prisoners, men-at-arms, and mules 
of all sorts, in cyuantity beyond reckoning. None 
of them escaped to their camp except the few 
knights whose fleet and well-conditioned horses 
carried them to safety. The Turks and Arabs 
returned to Damascus at the close of the same 
day victorious, booty-laden and rejoicing. 

' The people were overjoyed at this felicitous day 
and noble victory and their spirits were raised and 
their breasts dilated. The 'askar determined to 
deliver an assault upon their camp early upon the 
following morning as soon as all the units arrived. 

A strong body of horsemen went forward to open , 
the attack upon them, thinking as they saw the 
multitude of fires and the smoke rising in the air, 
..that they were still occupying the camp. But when 
they approached it, they found that, the Franks 
had retired at the close of that night, when the 

1 Kilydm Dabur (i.e., the Constable Guillaume de Bures). 
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p reached them. 
J5ura! tfifeir tram,' their 


news [of the disaster at - rram Tnpir . 

They had burned their baggage| ince they had no 

a5ZT e ?V na th f them, when they 

£ S ** Z WmC y t0 l0ad ow such that they 
realized that the position was n ;owing as th did 

that tWT jl ° on> umbered them and 

hat the Turkish troops far ou n istand their attack, 
that they were too weak to wit^ neither turning 

hey had no choice but to reipp{ n g f or stragglers, 
aside tor isolated units nor sto :amp and g ain ^ :1 an 

I he troops went out to their < n j s hinf7s and nrnvi 
g^ense quantity of their f;ar: lso a ^mher of the 
sions as booty, fhey found/ a |ere dead when they 

f nw d d d S thc ttle ' wh( f ' [ w ir places, while thehr 
•, ed and weie huietl m the numerous wounds, 
horses were prostate with ^ was overtaken 5 

Ihe rearguard cf the fugitiv ber of persons separ- 
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and visited by unlook m God —to Him be praise 
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als and appointmentsiuraea to their abodes with 
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host ot the infidels abasement and loss of horses, 
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the hearts of tfte M of stout-hearted warriors. So 
and restored to sec lis ^ ms were relieved from terror, 
assured that after! urit y after fear, and all men felt 
possible for the in this disaster it were scarcely 
so many of theWfidels to assemble in full force, 
numbers of their m knights had perished, such 
of thei baggage 1 si en were destroyed, and so much 


A.H. 524 

(15 th December, iN 

12',9, to 3rd December, 1130) 

In this year, news' 

Ale-nun of the afnih whs received of the arrival at 
son 1 of Aq-Sunqur' 1 T^Uf J-DIn Atabek Zangi 
his ‘askar, with thet ord oi Mosul, together with 
the Holy War. He • determinaion to prosecute 
son of Zahir al-Din A, wrote to 7aj al-Muluk Burl 
-ance and aid in the: tab ok, requesting his assist- 
adversaries, and rnes coniilct with his Frankish 
between them in regani cn &' ers wen t to • and fro 
al-Muluk agreed to his rt m atter* un ^ ^ 

officer to ffim to swear hipest, a nd dispatched an 
ship and bind him by oatl™ to loyalty and friend- 
ment and have confidence 8 to observe liis engage- 
Taj al-Muluk]. Having obt j l trie good faith [of 
confirmation of th»s promiselained the amir Zangi’s 
tees in which he could trus. with binding guaran- 
mind, he at once detached \t with tranquillity of 
of his ‘askar with a body of fiv’the principal officers 
and wrote to his son Baha al-Die hundred horsemen, 
instructing him to set out wit, n Sawinj at Hamah, 
the 'askar of ’ Damascus which his ‘askar, and join 

•as commanded by 
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the amir Shams al-Unriara al-Iyhawass with a 
number of amirs and officers. fSawinj, in accor¬ 
dance with his. instructions, quitted Hamah with 
his men-at-arms and full war e<4u,ipment, and the 
joint forces proceeded together to the camp of 
'•Imad al-Diii Atabek. He received them with 
honour, and treated them; with the utmost 
liberality, but after neglecting them for some 
days he perfidiously plotted ajgainst them, arrested 
Sawinj b. Taj al-Muluk and a number of the 
officers, and plundered thei?r tents, baggage, .and 
animals. Some of them escaped by flight, and 
the Atabek placed the remainder in confinement, 
had them carried to Aleppo, and ordered them to 
be detained there. 

On the same day he marched to Hamah, which 
was stripped of its garrison, and took possession of 
it and all that was in it. Thence he marched to 
Hims, the lord of which, Khir-khan b. Qaraja, was 
accompanying him with his ‘aslcar, devoted to his 
service, and obedient to his commands. It was he 
indeed who had supported him and instigated him 
in his treachery towards and seizure of Sawinj 

i- 1 [and ’Imad al-DIn seized him] when he 

encamped before it, in rank treachery towards 
KMr-Khan, its lord, and having imprisoned him, 
plundered his tents ahd baggage, and put him in 
chains, he demanded that Hims should be surren¬ 
dered to him. Khlr, ; -Khan wrote to this effect to 
his lieutenants in thjf city and to his son, but they 
paid no heed to his letter and refused to consent 

1 Some words have been omitted owing to haplography on the part 
of the copyist (waqahdihi • . . waqalmdahu) : cj. Sib; in R.H.C. Ill, 
- 569 . 
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his request. , The Atabek remained before the 
city for a long time, engaging its defenders and 
prosecuting the siege with the utmost vigour, but 
he was unable, to gratify his desire for it or to 
achieve his object;. He set out thence towards 
Mosul, taking with him Sawinj b. Taj al-Muluk 
and the officers of the 'askar of Damascus, and 
kept the remainder in confinement at Aleppo 4 
correspondence ensuqd in regard to the liberation 
of the prisoners, but the Atabek refused [to re¬ 
lease them] and dernanded a ransqni of fifty 
thousand dinars fcr them, which Taj al-Muluk 
consented to find and to pay 


ATI. 525 


(4« December, 1130, to 22 nd November, 1131) 


When the news of the disaster and destruction 
winch God had decreed If or and caused to light 
upon the Batiniya reached their fellows at Alamiit, 
they were filled with sorrow for them and distress 
at what had befallen them, and set about spreading 
the nets of their wickedness and setting the snares 
of their foul perfidy and deceit. They deputed 
emissaries from amongst the ignorant members of 
their brotherhood and their murderous gang to 
seize laj al-Muluk unawares and assassinate him, 
and their choice fell upon t yo simpletons from 
Khurasan, to whom they gave instructions to 
-f° me , 7neans °£ gening access to Taj 
al-Muluk and to kill him in bis palace when ah 
opportunity should offer. These two men reached 
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Damascus in the guise of Turks, wearing the qala 
and. the sharbush (high triangular cap), and made 
their way to some acquaintances of theirs amongst 
the Turks, whose good offices they asked to enable 
them to enter the employment [of the amir] and 
have a regular salary assigned to them. Having 
thus deceived them—for the Turks had no 
suspicion of their purpose—-they gradually pro¬ 
gressed by insinuation and deceit until they found 
a place in the body of Khun asa iian troops organ¬ 
ized as a cortege for the protection of Taj al-Muluk. 
They were regularly employ ed 111 thise service, and 
were thought to be complet; e H trustworthy, since 
they had been guaranteed, they watched for an 
opportunity to strike down Taj al-Muluk until, on 
Thursday 5th Latter Jumada 525 (7th May, 1131), 
when he had been to the bath and come back, and 
had reached the gate of his jalace in the citadel 
of Damascus, all the mem! ers of his cortege, 
Khurasanians, Dailamites, and gens-d’armes, who 
were guarding him dispersed . and left him, and 
they leapt upon him. One of them struck him 
with a sword, aiming at his head, but only dealt 
him a wound in the neck which did not penetrate 
into it, and [the other] struck him in the flank 
with a knife, the blade passing between the flesh 
and the skin. Taj al-Muluk at once threw himself 
from his horse, and escaped with his life, while the 
men-at-arms mustered in increasing numbers 
against the two assassins and hacked them to 
pieces with swords. Physicians and surgeons 
skilled in curing wounds were sent for, and both 
wounds were treated. One of them, that at his 
head, healed, but that in his flank formed a running 
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i hereupon normal conditions were restored 
and he rode out again, and for some time he kept 
up the usual custom of receiving the high officers' 
askaris, and troops in his audience hall to present 
their salutations and to drink. 


, T ear also the report was brought from 

the village of Martian b. Hassan b. Mismar, that 
the amir Dubai; V Sadaqa b. Mazyad 1 had 
arrived before t. Ie village, having fled from 
al- Iraq with his h< )use ho!d officers and ghulams in 
* x, t £ e . C , ah P h a.-Af,istarshid billah, Commander 
of the faithful. I.» had lost his way, since he 
had with him no grade familiar with the roads 
and waterpoints. The object of his journey was 
the village of Mira b. Rabi 'a,* but most of those 
who were with him had perished, and after a 
number had died of thirst his party broke up, and 
he had arrived, in this village [of Maktum] like a 
solitary wanderer wit a but a few of his compan- 
ions, faj al-Muluk dispatched a troop of horse- 
men thither to fetch him, and they brought him 
to tite cxtadei at Damascus on the night of Monday 
6th Sha ban 525 (6th July, n 3 i). He gave orders 
. ■ 7 s.iould be lodged in an apartment in the 
citade, and shown honour and respect, and that 
he should be given food and drink of refined ami 
exquisite kinds; he sent him also such clothing 
and appointments as befitted his rank and his " 
dignity, and kept him confined in honourable, 
not dishonouring, confinement. He transmitted a 
report of these events to the Noble Court of the 


1 See above p. 76 n. r. 

2 Ihe chief of the Tayy Arabs, see^ above p. 130. 
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iCfUiph al-Mustarshid, and received a reply bidding 
him secure his person and take precautions against 
Iris escape pending the arrival of an officer to 
take him into custody and conduct" him to 
Baghdad. 

When 'Imad al-Dln Atabek Zariki, lord of Mosul, 
learned of this, he dispatched an envoy to Taj al- 
Muluk, requesting him to deliver up Dubais to 
him, for which he would remit in return the fifty 
thousand dinars fixed for the ransom of his son 
Sawinj and the rest of the troops of Damascus 
who were kept in detention, Taj al-Muluk having 
given his assent to this, an agreement was reached 
upon the terms proposed. It was further agreed 
that the 'askar of ‘Imad al-Dm should proceed 
to the district of Qara, 1 bringing with him the 
' prisoners, that the amir Dubais should he sent 
thither also with the ‘askar of Damascus, and that 
when the latter received the prisoners they would 
surrender Dubais to Zanki’s officers. They set 
out with him from Damascus accordingly and 
brought him to Qara, and having received the 
prisoners from ‘Imad al-Dm’s ‘askar handed over 
Dubais to them on Thursday 8th Dhu’l-Qa ‘da of 
this year (and October, 1131). Each of the 
‘askars returned to its own quarters, and Sawinj 
with the. rest'of the party arrived at Damascus/to 
the joy and relief of Taj al-MulQk, 

In this year the report arrived from Sarkhad 
of the death of its governor’, Fakhr al-Dawia 
Gumushtagin, the freedman of Taj al-Muluk, in 
Latter Jumada (May),. He was upright in conduct, 
enjoyed a good reputation, and was assiduous in 

* A large village on this Damascus-Wims road, to the north of Nebk. 
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Trefigious exercises, and loyal in observance of his 
duties. 1 

In Dhu’l-Qa 'da (September to October) of the 
same year Sadld al-Dawia I bn al-Anbari, the 
secretary of the Caliph al-Mustarshid billah, 
Commender of the Faithful, arrived [at Damascus] 
as an abvoy from him to treat of various matters* 
which aiad necessitated his coming, and also to 
press fihj the surrender of the amir Dubais to the 
officer who was to conduct him to Baghdad. 
Although it was too late for that, Taj al-Muluk 
entertained him honourably and was rejoiced at 
his arrival. Having accomplished the objects of 
his mission, and been presented with the gifts 
due to his rank and station, the envoy set out to 
return to Baghdad. On the way he was encoun¬ 
tered in the neighbourhood of a.l-Rahba by the 
cavalry of the amir Mmad al-Dln, who seized him, 
plundered all his baggage, and killed some of his 
guards. He suffered great hardships from im¬ 
prisonment and ill-usage before he was freed and 
returned to Baghdad. 

On Thursday 26th 2 Latter Jumada of this year 
(28th May), Taj al-Muluk assembled a company 
of the amirs, officers, courtiers, leaders of the 
troops, secretaries, jurists, and principal citizens in 
his audience-chamber, and having announced to 
them his premonitions of his. approaching death, 
as the result of his wound, proposed as his successor 

* lit. ,c praiseworthy in hi? aims." 

* The reading in the text (" three nights past ”) must be corrected 
to ".three nights remaining," see above p. 203. 
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' x Uiis'''eldest'son Abu'l-Fath Isma‘ 11; 1 They replied' 
ff The command is thy command, which is not 
disobeyed nor discarded, and tl decision thy 
decision; it is not for us to de art therefrom. 
Our obedience to thee in thy life is is our obedience 
. to thy son after thy death. Ma God give thee 
extension of years and graciously bestow upon 
thee fulness of health and hasten thy recovery.” 
He was gladdened by their words and thanked 
them for" these sentiments which bore witness to 
the nobility of tlieir character.. Thereupon he 
formally designated his son as kis successor, and 
exacted a promise from them. act in obedience 
to him and carry out his comrr ids, and bestowed 
upon him magnificent robes honour, befitting 
one in his lofty r station. On the same day the 
prince rode in these robes to his residence m the 
citadel in great pomp and state, in the midst of 
the amirs, commanders, Khurasanian troops, 
ghulams, armour-bearers, mace-bearers and 
heralds. 2 Their pleasure and joy were thereby 

redoubled and all the troops inclined towards him, 

and were assiduous in paying service and present¬ 
ing their greetings to him every day* 


ATI. 526 

(23 ni November y 1131, to nth No vem ^ er * IX 3 2 ) 

In this year the ne js arrived from the quarter of 
the Franks of the ,ath at ‘Akka, on Thursday 

1 This is the substance of ,.s address, which given /* a ia tiie tcxt ‘ 

8 maqra 'ddriya wa javjt My 
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zgtli Ramadan, of Baldwin the Little, king of the 
Franks and lord of Jerusalem . 1 He was an old 
man whom tin' had worn down 1 with its hardships, 
and who had suffered many rigours of fortune from 
its vicissitudes < id calamities. On. many occasions 
he fell into the ands of the Muslims as a prisoner, 
in times both of war and of peace, but he always 
escaped from them through his famous devices 
and historic stratagems. After him there was none 
left amongst them possessed of sound judgment 
and capacity, to govern. His place was taken after 
him by the new. t unt-King, the Comte d'Anjou,® 
who came to Ther by sea from their country, but 
he was not soun in his judgment nor was he 
successful in his ministration, so hat by the 
loss of Baldwin they were thrown into confusion 
and discordance.- ; 

In this year also the illness of Taj al-Muluk 
caused by his wo- md became aggravated and his 
recovery was despaired of. It dragged on until 
he grew weary of life and longed for death ; b s 
weakness and the wastage of hi? body and strength 
increased, his chid drew high, and his hopes of 
restored healt. i were- c'isappointed. He was 
called to. the forgiving mercy arid indulgence, of 
God after the /passage of oine hour of the day of 
Monday 21st l^ajab of this •year ( 6 th June, 1133), 
and all hearts 1 were filled with sorrow at his loss 


1 This is obvious i„ under th© ;ronf? year 25th Ramadan 

wa 
In 



When death with claw-like nails 
Strikes at her prey, no amulet avail 






PART II 


The Reign of Shams ai,-M.uluk Abu’l-fath 
Isma 'II, SON OF Taj al-Mui.uk Buri son of 
Zahir al-Din Atabek 

When the amir Taj al-Muluk Buri, son of the 
Atabek (God's mercy upon him), passed in bliss 
from this transient world to the everlasting abode, 
bearing an honoured name and the glory of martyr- 


. dom, and his son Shams al-Muluk Abu’l-Fath 
Isma ‘T1 ruled in his stead, according to the testa¬ 
ment made in his favour by Taj al-Muluk before his 
death, he showed himself beneficent in his rule and 
his conduct and single-minded in his actions and 
secret motives. He spread abroad justice amongst 
his subjects and multiplied his gifts to all the 
troops and ‘askaris. He confirmed the fief-holders 
in possession of their lands, and the recipients of 
state-pensions in their appointments, and increased 
the distribution of largesse. He confirmed his 
father’s wazlr in the wazirate, and maintained 
the cadres of governors-and officials as they were. 
He gave the decision and control of affairs into 
the hands of the chamberlain Yusuf b. Firuz, the 
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litary governor of Damascus, and relied upon 
him in all matters of importance, and showed 
complete confidence in him both openly and in 
secret. His first act. of government was to give 
attention to the conditions of his subjects and of 
the artisans and husbandmen. He relieved them 
of the quotas of the tax called faVa which had been 
exacted from them annually, abolished the practice 
and forbade it to be levied, recompensing from 
other sources those whose pensions were charged 
to this head of revenue. This was in Rajab 526 
(beg. 18th May, 1132), and in all parts of his 
dominions men praised him and blessed his name. 
He displayed also a gallantry, vigour, courage, 
boldness,. and resolution, which none had ever 
imagined him to possess, and the instances of this 
which we shall relate in due course will by their 
vividness dispense with the necessity of description. 

An example of this was afforded in the first 
place by his capture of the castles of al-Labwa 
and. al-Ra's, 1 which had been in the hands of 
officers who were deputed to hold them on behalf 
of his father Taj al-Muliik and whom he had con¬ 
firmed in their appointments. 

Shams al-Muluk received information that his 
brother, Shams al-Dawla Muhammad, lord of 
Ba 'albek, had taken measures against them and 
having forced them to surrender these castles to 
his authority, had sent confidential officers and 
governors of his own stab and choosing to hold 
them [on his behalf]. Shams al-Muluk, displeased 
and exasperated at such an action directed against 

1 Labwa (Lebona) and Ra’s Ba ‘iabakk (" the Source of Ba 'albeit,” 
i.e., of the river Ovont.es), both in the BiqS', to the N. of Ba 'albek. 
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■ liiinself, wrote to his brother, rebuking him in 
friendly terms, pointing out the folly .of adopting 
such an attitude, and requesting him to abandon 
bis pretensions to 1 the two castles and restore 
them to their former condition. His brother 
refused to consent to this demand. Shams al- 
Muluk then paid no further heed to the matter, 

, not even referring to it in speech, for a long time, 
but nevertheless made all preparations for deliver¬ 
ing an attack upon the two castles, though no one 
was aware of his determination or the object which 
he was seeking. When at length he set out from 
Damascus with the ‘askar and war equipment, in 
Dhu’l-Qa 'da (beg ; 13th September, 1132) of this 
year [526], he let it be thought that he was going 
north, but he subsequently turned back along 
another road and made westwards instead of 
eastwards. Before the garrison of the castle of 
Labwa. were aware of his approach, he had en¬ 
camped before it and immediately delivered an 
assault with a decision and vigour whic|i could not 
be resisted. The governor, foreseeing defeat as the 
inevitable end of such violent fighting, and aware 
that under no circumstances could he count upon 
a deliverer, sent on the same day to ask for 
quarter. His request was granted and his hopes 
fulfilled, whereupon he issued from the castle and 
surrendered. it to Shams al-Muluk, who put a 
garrison in it and appointed an officer on whose 
ability and energy he could rely to hold it. As 
soon as he had finished at Labwa he marched 
to the castle of al-Ra’s, ’whose governor acted in 

1 The text has an-nuxula ‘alaihip ■•>?, " to besiege them," but * alaihimd 
is probably an error for ‘anhuma. 
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Precisely the same way, so that he took possession 
of it also and appointed a governor to hold 

^ He marched thence and encamped before 
Ba'aibek, whose lord, his brother, had made 
preparations and called up levies, and had in 
addition the support of a great host of peasants 
from'the Biqa’ and the mountains, as well as other 
bands of ravaging brigands. He besieged, and 
blockaded them in the city and assaulted them 
with his horse and foot. The fighting men m 
Ba ‘albek came out against him in a body, and 
some were killed and a great many were •wounded, 
as well as man) r of those on the wall. A few days 
later he made a vigorous attack on the outer 
town, which they had filled with men, distributing 
the 'askar around it so as to make the assault from 
all sides at once. He thus captured it and the 
'askar occupied it after the greater number of 
those who were in it were killed and wounded. He 
now set up catapults against the city and the. 
castle, and made persistent assaults upon them. 
When the lord of the city saw the vigour of. his 
action and that he was set upon remaining there ; 
and prosecuting his 1 attack, he sent a message 
promising obedience and loyalty, and asking that 
he might be confirmed in the possession of what he 
had enjoyed in the days of his father. Shams 
al-MuIuk~ moved by brotherly affection to bear 
with what had happened and to overlook the past, 
consented to his petition and graciously granted 
him what he had requested. A settlement was 
reached between them on this footing, and Shams 
al-Muluk returned with the 'askar to Damascus 
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joyful and victorious at the beginning of Muharram 
(middle of November). 1 



ATI. 527 

(12ih November, 1132, to 31st October, 1133.) 

In Muharram reports were received from the 
quarter of the Franks that a dispute had arisen 
amongst them—Though a thing of this kind was 
not usual with them—and fighting had taken place 
between them, in which a number of them were 
killed. 

In the same year a force of Turkmens encoun¬ 
tered the lord of Zaradna with his cavalry, and 
defeated him, killed him and those with him, and 
seized all their horses and animals. It is said too 
that Ibn Danishmand s defeated and destroyed a- 
considerable party which had come out of Con¬ 
stantinople, and killed the Greeks and others who 
composed it. 

On 17th Tatter Jumada (25th April, 1133), the 
amir Sawar made a raid with his horsemen from 
Aleppo upon Tell Bashir. The Frankish knights 
who were in the city came out to meet him, and 
about a thousand of them, horse and foot, were 
killed and their heads taken to Aleppo. 

When Shams al-Muliik returned from Ba ‘albek, 
after coming to the settlement with his brother, its 
lord, as related above, there reached him from the 
quarter of the Franks information regarding their 


* The text adds " of this year.” 


See above p. 50 n. 
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evil intentions and their determination to violate 
the treaty established by mutual agreement.. 
Certain of the merchants of Damascus complained 
to him that the lord of Bairut had seized from them 
a number of bales of linen to the value of a con¬ 
siderable sum of money. He wrote therefore to 
the commandant of the Franks, requesting them 
to return them to their owners and restore them 
to those who had most right to them, but notwith¬ 
standing a prolonged interchange of letters on the 
subject, they failed to produce what he desired. 
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Anger and resentment bade him retaliate for this 
act by the like, but'he concealed it within himself, 
and revealing his purpose to none of his household 
officers or intimate courtiers, turned his attention 
and determination to making preparations to besiege 
Banyas and to snatch it from the hands of the 
accursed ones who had seized possession of it.. He 
set out thither towards the end of Muharram of 
this year, and having encamped before it on 
Sunday ist Safar (nth December), led the 'askar 
in an assault upon it. It was garrisoned by a 
considerable body of horsemen and footsoldiers, 
but they were filled with alarm when he came upon 
them thus suddenly, and became downcast and 
disheartened. He approached their wall with 
vaulted shields, 1 accompanied by the Khmasani- 
ans 2 and w'all-breakers, and at the moment when 
he dismounted from his horse the Turks likewise 
dismounted in a body, and discharged a hail of 
arrows at the defenders upon the wall. These 
concealed themselves, and not a man of them 


1 ad-daraq al-jafatiyat . 

‘ i.e., sappers ; cf. Usama (ed. Hitti) p. 73, trails, p. 102. 
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showed his head upon it again because of the 
multitude of archers. Shams al-Muluk then fixed 
the vaulted shields against a part of the will which 
he had seen to be weak, and the tunnellers bored 
there until they pierced right through the wall, 
when they rushed through the breach and entered 
the town hr ever-increasing numbers. The Franks 
who were in the town took refuge in the citadel'and 
the bastions, where they defended themselves and 
resisted all assaults. Meanwhile, Shams al-Muluk 
took possession of the town, opened the gate, and 
killed or took captive every Frank who was 
encountered in it. When the troops who had fled 
to the citadel and the bastions saw what had 
befallen them, that the town was captured and 
that they themselves were objects of attack, and 
that there was none to help them or to hinder the 
enemy from attacking them, they asked for 
quarter, and on their request being granted sur¬ 
rendered and were all made prisoners. Shams 
al-Muluk, having sacked the town and established 
in it a garrison of valiant men to defend and protect 
it, set off from it with the ‘askar, carrying the 
prisoners and the heads of the slain, the women¬ 
folk and children of the former governor, and much 
war equipment, and reached Damascus on Thurs¬ 
day 6th Safar of this year. 1 The people came 
out of the city to meet him and to gaze at the 
quantities of prisoners in ropes and of heads on 
; lances. The spectacle refreshed their eyes and 
rejoiced their hearts and strengthened their loins, 
and they were gladdened by it and gave abundant 

1 An error has crept into this date, which must be either Thursday 
5th or Friday 6th Safar (15th or 16th December), 
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thanks to God Most High for this glorious victory 
and striking success which He had vouchsafed. 
The report of it spread amongst the Franks and 
filled them with awe and alarm that such a thing 
should have happened. Their hearts were filled 
with fear and terror, and they were greatly aston¬ 
ished that. Banyas should have been taken with 
such ease and in so short a time in spite of the 
strength of its fortifications and the number of 
its defenders ; they grieved also over those of the 
knightly horsemen and footsoldiers who had been 
killed. 

In this year, Shams al-Muluk Isma ‘II deter¬ 
mined to makp for Hamah in order to besiege it 
and recover possession of it from the hands of 
those who had seized it. He had concealed this 
design from all, and set about making preparations 
towards it and for the march thither, but news of 
his determination came to the ears of its com¬ 
mander, who displayed the utmost energy in 
strengthening its fortifications and preparing to 
defend it. and made ready for that purpose all 
the requisite equipment. The report of this was 
brought to Shams al-Muluk, but he took no account 
of all this activity and was not deflected from his 
design. On the contrary, he moved out during the 
last ten days of the month of Ramadan of the 
year 27 (end of July, 1x33). There was not one of 
the principal amirs and courtiers but advised him 
not to make this movement and sought to restrain 
him from it, but he paid no heed to what anyone 
said nor was he ever heard to answer any speech. 
He was urged to postpone the march until the 
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conclusion of the fast of the latter days, but few 
in number, of the blessed month 1 and the celebra¬ 
tion of the feast [at the close of it], and to set out 
to his objective thereafter. But he would not 
hearken to this advice from any one nor act accord¬ 
ing to the counsel of any man, and held fast to the 
project of marching on it when its population and 
garrison would be off their guard, secure in the 
belief that no one would move during these days 
but would wait until after the feast, when the 
troops had finished holiday-making. Thereupon 
he set out at once on the march thither, and by 
moving with speed encamped before it and made 
an assault upon its inhabitants on the feast day 
itself (ist Shavnval = 5th August). They were 
terror-stricken at the disaster which threatened 
them, and when he straightway advanced against 
them with a considerable and fully-armed force, 
they defended themselves in the alleys and 
buildings and bravely faced the hail of arrows. 
That day the 'askar returned [to its camp] after 
inflicting severe losses upon them in killed and 
wounded and in plunder and booty. Next day 
Shams al-Muluk opened the attack upon them in 
the early morning with both horse and foot, and 
having distributed them around the city [so as to 
engage the defenders simultaneously] from all 
sides, he led the assault with his personal guard of 
Turkish ghulams and a considerable force of foot- 
soldiers and horsemen. He selected a weak spot 
in the defences of Hamah, and directing himself 
towards it, aimed at forcing his way into the city 

1 The month of Rfiinadfaiti is observed annually as a fast by all 
Muhammadan?. 
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through it. The vigour of his attacks upon the 
men and archers who .were defending the place 
drove them off before him and he forced an 
entrance in person at that point. The citizens 
took refuge in asking for quarter and a body of 
the garrison came to him. offering to surrender if 
their lives were spared. He hot only spared them, 
but bestowed robe:! of honour and gifts upon them. 
He also made proclamation that none should lay- 
hands upon them, and forbade any molestation of 
the citizens and restored what had been plundered 
from them. The greater number of troops in the 
citadel came out to him in consequence to beg for 
quarter, and he bestowed robes upon them and 
spared them also. When the governor saw this 
and realized his powerlessness to hold out against 
him, he too begged that he would guarantee him 
safety, and Shams al-Muluk gave him his promise. 
The governor then surrendered the citadel with all 
that it contained to him, so that it fell into his, 
hands along with the city with the greatest ease 
and in the shortest time. Having furnished it 
with a garrison under the command of a trust¬ 
worthy and reliable governor, he set out thence and 
made towards Shaizar, and encamping before it 
gave orders to devastate and lay waste its neigh¬ 
bourhood. He remained in this position until he 
was conciliated, and his goodwill won over by 
what was brought to him, when he set out to 
return to Damascus, into which he entered joyful 
and triumphant in Dhu’l-Qa ‘da of this year 
(September, 1133). 


In this year the amir al-Muntadi Abul-Fawaris 
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'v\ aththiib b. Musa fir aJ-Ghanawi arrived on a 
mission from Egypt, on Saturday 26th Dhu’i- 
Qa ‘da (30th September), with the reply to a letter, 
emanating from Shams al-Muluk. He presented 
the gifts which he had brought with him, magnifi¬ 
cent robes, chests of Egyptian stuffs, horses and a 
sum of money, and the letter which had come by 
his hand was read. He remained at Damascus 
until all was made ready for his journey, and set 
out to return to Egypt on Saturday 28th First 
Rabf of the year 28 (27th January, 1134). 

In Dhu’l-Hijja (October) news was received of 
the arrival of a considerable military force of the 
Turkmens in the northern district, and that they 
had made raids upon Tarabulus and the Frankish 
castles in its provinces, had killed and taken 
captive a great host of the Franks and acquired a 
vast quantity of booty and animals. It was said 
that the lord of Tarabulus, Pons, son of Bertram 
of St. Gilles, 1 came out against them with the 
forces wb’ch he mustered from his provinces and 
engaged the' ‘askar of the Turkmens, but they 
loutecl him, and God gave them the victory over 
his broken muster and forsaken assembly. The 
greater number of his men and the main body of 
his defenders and knights were killed, and he fled 
with a small party from the castle known as 
. nn “ anc l they took refuge in it and held out 
behind its -walls. The army of the Turks 3 en¬ 
camped before if and reinained besieging it for so 

> ^ Um t? e ^ aj B un d) T al u!a ibn Badran as-SanHlf. 

. Mons I-errandus, to the N. of -Rafanlva 
* i'll-A Irak. " . ‘ 
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Tong that the supplies of provisions and water"m 
the castle were exhausted and the greater number 
of their men and horses perished. The Franks 
then devised a stratagem and seized an opportunity 
when the Turkmens were neglecting their watch to 
make their way out of the castle. Those who came 
out were about twenty men in all with their leader, 
and they made good their escape to Tarabulus. 
The king Pons (Talula), lord of Tarabulus, wrote 
to the king of the Franks at 'Akka, imploring aid 
of him and of the Franks in his territories, and 
urging them to assist him. A great host of the 
Franks assembled to join him, and they marched 
against the Turkmens in order to make them 'raise 
the siege of Ba ‘rin, and to rescue those of their 
own men who were still in it. The Turkmens, on 
learning of their determination and purpose, mo v ed 
forward to meet them, slew a great number of 
them, and were on the point of inflicting a total 
disaster upon them had they not retired in a body 
to Rafaniya. Thereafter word was brought tq. 
them that the Franks had departed fro *n there 
and were returning by the coast road, and in 
distress at this and sorrow at the booties which 
had escaped them, they separated to their own 
districts. 

In Safar of this year, the lord of Jerusalem king 
of the Franks, marched witki his horsemen to the 
frontiers of the province o f Aleppo and arrived at 
a place called Nawaz. 1 The amir Sawar, who was 
[Zankfs] lieutenant in Aleppo, marched out 
against him with the ‘askar of Aleppo-and some 

1 S.W. of Atharib. T he printed text bas-Nawar. 
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of Che Turkmens, who joined his forces. The two 
armies met, and engaged in fighting and skirmish¬ 
ing until they came to the territory of Qinnasrin, 
when the Franks made an attack upon the Muslims 
and drove them in a disastrous rout, in which they 
killed about a hundred of the Muslim horsemen, 
including several leaders of name and reputation. 
Of the Franks themselves more than that were 
killed. The routed army reached Aleppo, while the 
Franks continued their advance to Qinnasrin and 
thence successively to al-Muqawama and to 
Naqirad The amir Sawar again marched out 
against them from Aleppo with what remained 
of the ‘askar and the Turks. They met a party of 
the Franks and fell upon them, drove them in 
flight, and killed of them about a hundred horse¬ 
men. The Franks withdrew defeated to their 
own lands and the Muslims returned with the heads 
of the slain and their prizes to Aleppo. Thus the 
sorrow of the first reverse was removed by the 
bestowal of the second favour. The Icing came to 
Antioch and news was brought to Sawar of the 
movement of the cavalry of al-Ruha. On hearing 
this, he and Hasson al-Ba ‘labekki marched out, 
fell upon them in the north country, and extermin¬ 
ated them to the last man, and took captive all 
who came into their lands alive. Thereafter they 
returned to Aleppo, victorious and safe, bringing 
the prisoners and the heads. 

1 Naqira, one stage N. of Ma 'arrat an*Nu'man, The text has 
Naqira at-Akharin (?) 
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(i st November, 1133, to 21s ;t October, 1134.) 

In this year, Shams al-Muiuk Isma ‘11 b. Taj 
al-Muluk marched out with his ‘askar to Shaqif 
Turin, which is in the mountains overlooking the 
coastal zone of Bairut and Sidon, and obtained 
possession of it on Friday 24th Muharram (24th ' 
November) seizing it from the hands of Dahliak b. 
Jandal al-Tamirni who had made himself master 
of it. 

In this year also, Shams al-Muluk went out in 
the latter part of First 1 Rabf (end of January) to 
the hunting ground in the neighbourhood of 
Saidnaya and ‘Asal. 2 On Tuesday 9th Second 
Rabi‘ (6th February), as he was separated from 
his guards and personal officers, one of the Turkish 
mamluks of his grandfather Zahir al-l)ln Atabek, 
named Ilba, seizing the opportunity when they 
were alone together, rushed at him with his sword 
and aimed a terrible blow at him, intending to 
strike off his head. But God Most High .decreed 
his safety and the sword fell from the mamluk’s 
hand before he had accomplished anything. He at 
once threw himself to the ground and struck a 
second blow at the prince, which fell on the neck 
of his horse and dispatched it. The prince got 
between him and his horse and kept him until the 
guards came up to him in increasing numbers, 
when the man fled. He sent off a troop of horse- 

g 

1 The text has u Second Kabr," which conflicts with the date immedi¬ 
ately following. 

* 15 to 20 .miles N. of Damascus. 
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men in pursuit of liim, in order to track him down 
and seize him, and himself returned to tire city. 
When the report of this occurrence spread abroad, 
there was some excitement and concern for him, 
but tranquillity was restored when he was seen to 
be safe and sound. The horsemen and guards who 
had been dispatched to pursue the assassin made 
a vigorous search for him in the mountains, high¬ 
ways, and paths, until they found him, and even 
then he wounded many of them by arrows before 
they captured him. When they brought him to 
Shams al-Muliik, he put him to the question and 
asked him “ What moved you to this action ? " 
He replied, “ I did it solely to gain the favour of 
God Most High by slaying you and giving the 
people relief from you, for you have oppressed the 
poor and weak, the artisans, workers, and culti¬ 
vators, and have wronged both the troops and the 
civil population.” He also mentioned the names 
of several innocent members of the guard whom 
he charged with complicity in this crime. The 
prince arrested them, included them in the charge 
with him, and had them all put to death at once 
in cold blood. The people blamed him for thus 
killing these guards on the bare word of this 
malefactor without the establishment of any proof 
or the production of any evidence. Even the 
unjust execution of these men did not satisfy 
him; indeed he suspected his brother Sawinj b. 
Taj al-Muluk and put him, though he was the 
elder brother of Sawinj, to a horrible, death by 
starvation in a chamber. He went to excess in 
these evil and tyrannical actions and stopped at 
no limits. 
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. i'-in Dhu’l-Qa ‘da of this year (began 23rd August, 
1134), reports reached Shams al-Muluk from the 
quarter of the Franks of their determination to 
break the terms of the armistice and denounce 
the friendly relations established between them, 
and of their preparations for assembling their 
forces and raiding and ravaging the provinces of 
Damascus. On receiving news of this Shams al- 
Muluk began gathering his men-at-arms and 
summoned to his aid the Turkmens from all the 
provinces. Word was brought to him that the 
Franks had set out in the direction of Hawran, 
whereupon he moved out with the 'askar and 
proceeding towards them, encamped over against 
them. The Franks set about devastating the 
principal cultivated estates of Hawran, and^ some 
skirmishing took place between the two forces. 
Now the Franks had a host of horse and foot so 
vast that they besieged the Muslims in their camp, 
ami neither horseman nor footsoldier could venture 
forth without being riddled with arrows and 
snatched to his death. This archery duel between 
the two sides had continued for some days, when 
Shams al-Muluk threw them off their guard and 
marched out, nnperceived by them, with a con¬ 
siderable body of the ‘askar. Making for their 
towns of ‘AlckS, Nazareth, and Tiberias and then- 
environs, he seized an .uncountable quantity of 
cattle, beasts of burden, women, children, and men, 
killing all whom he encountered, enslaving ail who 
were in his path, burning everything that he found, 
and the hands of the Turkmens were filled with 
their-booty. When the news of this reached the 
Franks, they were dismayed and disquieted, and 
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X '"''-ifeeyat once withdrew in disorder from their camp,- 
making for their own territories. Shams al-Muluk, 
learning of this, withdrew to his camp by way of 
al-Sba ’ra, 1 himself and all his force unharmed. 
Victorious and booty-laden. When the Franks 
reached their districts and saw what had happened 
to them and the disaster, that had befallen their 
people, they were grieved, dispirited and dis¬ 
heartened,-their unity was dissolved, and they were 
humbled and besought [Shams al-Muliik for] the 
establishment of peace between -them. Shams 
al-Muluk returned joyfully to Damascus at the 
end of Dbu'l-Hijja of this year (middle of October). 

In the same year hews was received that the 
amir ‘Imad al-Dln Atabek and the amir Husam 
al-Din Timurtash, son of II Gliazi b. Ortuq, had 
• joined forces in an attack on the territories ol 
Da’ud b. Sukman b. Ortuq. Da ud marched 
against them with Ms ‘askar, and the two forces 
met at the gate of Amid ; Da’ud was put to flight, 
his ‘askar scattered, several of his children cap¬ 
tured, and a number of his officers killed. This 
happened on Friday the last day of Latter j umada 
(27th April). ‘Imad al-Din encamped before 
Amid, besieged it, and cut down its trees, but he 

gained no success therefrom and withdrew. News 

was received also that Imad al-Din Atabek had 
encamped before the castle known as al-Sur and 
had captured it after a siege in Rajab of this year 
(28th April-27th May): In this year too a succes¬ 
sion of reports was received from the neighbour- 

1 A common place-name in Syria (“thebush”) ; here probably the 
district N. of Lake Huleli and Qunaifra. 
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bod of the amir ‘Imud al-Dm Atabek to the effect 
that he had determined to make preparations for 
an advance on the city of Damascus, in order to 
besiege and blockade it, and that he was devoting 
his attention to preparing for this purpose. 


A.H. 529 

{22nd October, 1134, to 10 th October, 1135) 

In this year reports .spread among both the 
officials and the general public in Damascus 
concerning its lord, the amir Shams al-Muluk 
Abu’l-Fath Isma 'll. It was said 1 that he went 
to every excess in the indulgence of immorality 
and in the doing of acts which, being prohibited 
by religion, indicated the corruption of his 
intelligence, his love of injustice, and the trans¬ 
formation in his character from the impetuous zeal 
for the interests of the Faith which formerly 
marked him, and the eagerness to prosecute the 
Holy War against the heretical foe. He set about 
sequestrating the property of the officials and 
governors, and bringing malignant and slanderous 
charges against the employees in the provinces. 
He took into his service a certain Kurd who came 
to him from Hims known as Bertram the Infidel, a 
man who was ignorant of Islam and its principles 
and of the Faith and its tenets, and who disre¬ 
garded without scruple every obligation under¬ 
taken towards any Muslim, and employed him to 
extract the property of those officials and men of 

* This paragraph has been abridged in translation. 
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reputable character who were made liable to 
confiscation, by evil methods of torture which he 
devised and various abominable forms of threaten¬ 
ing and abusive language. In addition to this 
wicked way and outrageous behaviour, Shams al- 
Muluk showed increasing avarice and a constant 
inclination towards low and unworthy actions, 
such as behaving in a hostile and tyrannical 
manner towards humble and contemptible persons; 

• . . Over and above these blameworthy actions 
and abhorrent qualities, he secretly proposed to 
confiscate the property of his confidential secre¬ 
taries and of his domestic officers and personal 
attendants among the amirs and chamberlains. 
He decided to make a beginning first of all with 
the chamberlain Saif al-Dawla Yusuf b. Firuz , 1 
who had enjoyed the* highest esteem of his father 
formerly and of himself subsequently. His purpose 
became known, and Yusuf b. Firuz fled from him 
to ladmur, considering the greatest prize to lie in 
his distance from the prince’s malevolence and 
relief from his supervision. In the midst of this 
disorder and disturbance,* Shams al-Muluk wrote to 
the amir f Imad al-Dm Atabek, on learning of his 
determination to proceed to Damascus to Under¬ 
take the siege and blockade of the city and of his 
desire to possess it, urging him to make haste to 
come thither in order that he might surrender the 
city to him of his own freewill and enable him to 
wreak vengeance upon all the commanders, amirs 
and notables with whom he. was displeased by 

*r \ The ?* ihna or military governor of Damascus. He had acquired 
.Ladmur (Palmyra) as a fief from Taj al-Muluk and had strong!v fortified 
and provisioned it, and fled tliither on 1st Mu Aar ram of this year. 
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patting'them to death, seizing their property, and 
expelling them from their dwellings. All this was 
due to some imaginary cause and some unbalanced 
design which he had conceived in his mind. He 
kept sending letters to him urging him.to make 
all speed and to avoid lingering and delay, and 
would say to him in the course of such a parley 
“ If there should chance in this matter any neglect, 
inadvertence, or delay, I shall he compelled to 
summon the Franks from their territories and 
shall surrender Damascus with all it contains to 
them, and the sin of the blood of its inhabitants 
shall be upon his [i.e., ‘Imad al-Dm’s] neck.” He 
concealed this design, however, revealing it to 
none of his principal officers or courtiers, for his 
letters to this effect were written with his own 
hand. He. also set. about transferring money, 
vessels, and garments from his treasury to tire 
castle of Sarkhacl, until the entire contents had 
been removed thither, with the idea that he would 
turn it all to his own profit and put all his courtiers 
to death afterwards. 

When this began to appear plainly and his secret 
motives became known, and he set about 1 
arresting his officers, secretaries, and officials, as 
well as citizens of Damascus and intendants of 
estates , 2 the amirs, commanders and leaders of the 
former guard of the atabek, together with all the 
‘askaris and. the citizens, were exasperated at his 
action and afraid of their own destruction should 
tins objectionable plan succeed, knowing as they 
did what the conduct of Tmad al-Din Atabek 
would be if he should capture the city. They 

* Reading washura 'a for shat a "a. * muqciddctml dd . 
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therefore discussed the matter between themselves 


and represented the situation regarding the prince 
to his mother, the Khatun Safwat al-Mulk. She, 
in distress at this state of affairs and abhorrence 
of his action, summoned him and upbraided him 
in strong terms. Her benevolence, sound spirit of 
religion, and well-balanced intelligence moved her 
further to consider how tins evil might be excised 
and the wellbeing of Damascus and its inhabitants 
restored. She therefore examined the position 
with a firm and prudent eye and sound judgment, 
and found no cure for the ill wrought by him save 
relief from him and the excision of the causes of 
the ever-augmenting disorder due to him. The 
leaders and chief officers of the guards advised 
her to this action, supported her judgment, and 
urged her to carry it out with all speed, before it 
should be divulged and the opportunity lost, 
adding that nothing was of any avail for him and 
no warning of any.effect upon him. She turned her 
attention in consequence to the carrying out of 
her plan, and watched for an opportunity to 
present itself when he was alone. When at length 
the desired object was rendered possible at a 
moment when he was without his guards and 
armour-bearers, she ordered her guards to kill him 
without delay, showing neither mercy for him nor 
sorrow at his loss, because of his evil actions, the 
corruption of his mind, his vile conduct, and blame¬ 
worthy behaviour. She gave orders to carry out 
his body when he was killed and to lay it in a 
certain part of the palace in order that it might 
be seen by his guards. Everyone was rejoiced at 
his overthrow and pleased to be rid of him, and 
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gave abundant thanks to God Most High for 
granting the opportunity whereby he was made 
away with, and multiplied blessings and praise 
upon her. This took place in the forenoon of 
Wednesday 14th Second Rabf 529. 1 

Now the person known as Bertram the Infidel 
(may God curse him) had, on the Tuesday pre¬ 
ceding the Wednesday on which the prince was 
killed, left his presence after he had secretly 
instructed him as to some evil which he should 
carry out for him. 'When he reached his home 
at noon on that day, God sent upon him a terrible 
disease which seized his breath, and his tongue 
swelled until it filled Ms mouth, and he perished 
forthwitl). The other event followed on the next 
day, and all the people exerted themselves to the 
utmost in praising God Most High and thanking 
Him for this glorious sign and outstanding act 
of power. 

Proclamation of allegiance was at once made to 
the brother of Shams al-Muluk, the amir Shihab 
al-Dln Mahmud, son of Taj al-Muluk b. Atabek. 
He sat in his brother's seat, in the presence of his 
mother, the Khatun Safwat al-Mulk, and the amirs, 
chief representatives of the troops, and notables 
among the citizens presented themselves and 
saluted him with the amirate. They were sworn to 
render obedience to him and to his mother, to be 
loyal in their service, to aid their partisans and 
strive against their enemies, and every man of 

1 The calendar date corresponding to this is Friday ist February, 
1135, it is clear by comparison with the dates below that the 
Damascus reckoning was at least one day in advance of the astrono¬ 
mical calendar. 
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them took the oath in gladness of heart and fulness 
of hope. The joy manifested by all, both high 
and low, at this happy event and these laudable 
doings is beyond description, for they made sure 
of their escape from the dread which overshadowed 
them, and public affairs were set in order and hopes 
realized. 

During this time a succession of letters was 
received from all parts with news of the advance 
of ‘Imad al-Din with his 'askar and of his crossing 
of the Euphrates in all haste in order to receive 
possession of Damascus from its lord Shams al- 
Mulfik. His envoys arrived [shortly afterwards] in 
order to draw up the protocol of surrender, 1 only 
to find that the state of affairs was quite otherwise 
and the plan of action to the contrary. Neverthe¬ 
less they were received with honour and respect, 
generously entertained, and sent back with a most 
polite and friendly letter in reply, and 'Imad 
al-Din. was informed of the true facts of the case 
and of the unanimity of the population in the 
defence of the dynasty and protection of its 
inheritance, together with exhortations to show' a 
friendly regard and return to an attitude of 
sincere sympathy. * 

When this reply reached him and he learned its 
contents, ‘Imad al-Din refused to pay heed to it, 
lured oh by the desire to possess himself of 
Damascus and imagining that the amirs and 
leaders of the guards were divided by factional, 
strife. Now the position was exactly contrary to 
what he imagined. He continued to prosecute his 
march and to hasten on his advance until he 

1 liiaqrtri Tamri. 
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replied the outskirts of Damascus and cncamj 
the area extending from ‘Adhra’ to al-Qusair 
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the early part of First Jumada 529 (began 16th 
February, 1135). Preparations to meet his attack 
had been actively made on receipt of the news 
of his determination. The outlying estates were 
abandoned in panic, and their population came 
into the city. Everything was in readiness to 
engage him in battle when lie took up his siege 
positions, and all were united in the purpose of 
opposing him and driving him back. This situation 
of affairs remained unchanged and the firm stand 
made against him never relaxed in its temper. 
All minds were inspired through the greatness of 
their zeal and their resolution in combat with the - 
desire to meet him in battle and to prepare them¬ 
selves for his advance and approach to the city. 
Meanwhile he had moved from 'Adhra' and en¬ 
camped below the southern Pass. 2 Again and 
again he brought up his ‘askar, which he. had 
distributed between a number of points, like so 
many cavalcades, 3 until they were close to the 
city, when the sight of the multitudes who issued 
from the city, oi the 'askars and town bands 
bristling with weapons, and of the Musalla and 
other places filled [with troops] and ambushes laid 
on all the roads, would inspire him with fear and 
deter him from making any further advance. 
Every day too a considerable number of deserters 
from bis ‘askar would come in on receiving promise 
of safety, in addition to [the losses which he 

1 About to miles N.E. of the city. 

* al 'Aqaba al-qibl'iya, see above p. 177 n. 1. 

8 Reading fcalmawakibi for halmarakibi (“ Hire vessels' 1 ), unless the 
latter is used in the se 3 ' • *• the former. 
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sii&red]' by the plundering of their horses and 
seizure of booty from their horsemen. 

When day after day went by and his efforts met 
with no result and liis object w - as no nearer attain¬ 
ment, he sent an envoy to ask for peace and 
recognition of his suzerainty, and requested that 
the amir Shihab al-Din Mahmud, son of Taj 
al-Muluk,.. should come out to his 'camp to pay 
homage to the Sultan’s son, who had accompanied 
him, promising to bestow upon him robes of 
honour and to give him safe return to his city. 
He couched his letter to this effect in friendly 
language and made fair promises, but his request 
that Shihab al-Din should go out was refused, and 
it was agreed that his brother Taj al-Muluk 
Bahrain-Shah,' son of Taj al-Muluk, should go out 
[in his place]. 

It happened at this juncture that the ra’is 
Bishr b. Karim b. Bishr arrived as an envoy from 
the Caliph al-Mustarshid Billah, Commander of the 
Faithful, to Txnad al-Din Atabek bearing robes of 
honour specially designated for him and an order 
to retire from Damascus and abandon all inter¬ 
ference with it, and to come to al-Traq in order to 
take over its government and assume control over 
its affairs, and commanding also that the name of 
the Sultan Alp-Arslan who was living at MosuL, 
should be mentioned in the Khutba. 1 This envoy, 
with the qadi Bah a al- Din Ibn al-Shahrazuri, 

* See above p. 137 n. AlpyArsl&n, the " Sultan’s son,” referred to 
in the preceding paragraph, was tlie son of Mughtth al-Din Mamn.ua 
(reigned 1117-1131), and nephew of the reigning Sultan 01 ‘Iraq, 
Ghiyath al-DIn Mas‘ud b. MuAammad (1133-1152). 

Mustarshid was on the point of a quarrel (which cost him his life) with 
the Sultan Ghiyath al-Dln. 
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. enured Damascus in order to draw up an agree¬ 
ment and see to the due observance of the order 
at the Friday service on 28th First Jurnada (15th 
March). An agreement was drawn up and the 
oaths were sworn, and the two envoys, after 
attending the cathedral mosque for the Friday 
prayer, when the Sultan Alp-Arslan was pro¬ 
claimed from the pulpit by order of the Commander 
of the Faithful, returned to the Atabek’s camp. 
Bahram-Shah went out and was received with 
honour by ZankI, and sent back with the utmost 
courtesy. The Atabek set off on his return journey 
on Saturday, the morrow of that day, and the fear 
felt in all hearts was replaced by security, all 
minds were restored to tranquillity after distress 
and pailic, and unceasing gratitude and abundant 
praise were rendered to Him. 

On his arrival at Hamah the atabek became 
displeased with its governor. Shams al-Umara ai~ 
Khawass, on account of some action of his which 
came to his notice x< and of the increasing volume of 
the complaints made by its inhabitants against his 
officers and representatives, and having removed 
•him from his governorship appointed in his place 
another person of his own choice. 

The amir Shuja ‘al-Dawla Bazwaj and the amir 
Mu ‘in al-Dm Unur both distinguished themselves 
during these operations by the jcapacitv they had 
shown and the satisfactory way in which they had 
handled the regular troops and levies [of Damascus] 
during the dispositions for battle,, and they were 
thanked and praised for their services. 


1 Heading zahara for ' azkara. 
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{nth October, 1135, to 2 8th September, 1136) 


In the month of First Rabf (began 9th Decem¬ 
ber) the amir Shihab al-Din Mahmud, son of Taj 
al-Muluk, received possession of the city and 
citadel of Hinas. When the sons of Khir-Khan b. 
Qaraja, who were in Hims and its citadel, and 
Khumartash, who governed it on their behalf, saw 
how the amir Trnad al-Din Atabek persisted in 
his siege ol: the city and with what energy he 
prosecuted his ambition to seize it and hold it, 
how he had taken the neighbouring town of 
Hamah, and the vigour with which he attacked it, 
weakened its defenders, and directed constant 
raids against it, and when they realized that they 
were powerless to hold the city because of the 
scarcity of food and provisions in it, they sent 
envoys to Shihab al-Din requesting him to dis¬ 
patch an officer of his own choice to take possession 
of Hims and to give them in exchange for it what¬ 
soever he might judge to be suitable. The 
chamberlain Saif al-Dawla Yusuf b. Firuz, who 
had undertaken to arrange this matter, from a 
desire to occupy Minis and transfer thither from 
1 adniur, since it is a well fortified place and a 
formidable fortress, acted as mediator and asked 
for permission to come to Damascus for discussion 
and the formulation of an agreement to this effect. 
Permission being granted to him, he' came to - 
Damascus and a prolonged interchange of views 
took place, leading to the conclusion that Hims 
and its fortress should be surrendered to Shihab 
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al-Din, and that Tarhmir should be given tip to 
Rhumartash in exchange for it. These conditions 
were endorsed and their observance secured by 
oath. .Shihab al-Din marched out of Damascus 
with the ‘askar and proceeded thither. On his - 
arrival Khuinartash, together with the sons and 
family of Khlr-Khan, evacuated the citadel with 
their possessions, and delivered it up to him. He 
took possession of it on Sunday 22nd First. Rabi' 
530 (29th December, 1x35), occupied it, and 
established a garrison in it, entr usting the governor¬ 
ship of it to the chamberlain Yusuf b. Firuz, on 
the understanding that his position in it was that 
of lieutenant of the amir Mu ‘in al-Din Unur 
al-Atabeki, as had been arranged. Shihab al-Din 
also wrote to the various districts to dispatch 
foodstuffs to it and strengthen it with provisions, 
and alter setting its affairs in order he returned, 
to Damascus. 

The amir Sawar, lieutenant of ‘Imad al-Din in 
Aleppio, and the atabek's. governor in Hamah set" 
about making raids upon the districts and corn- 
lands of Hixns. I11 consequence of this an inter¬ 
change of envoys and letters took place, which 
resulted in an armistice and the maintenance of 
amity and peaceful relations for a stated period, 
to such effect that the causes of conflict were 
eliminated and matters were set on a sound footing 
on both sides. 

On Saturday 13th Sha‘ban (16th May) reports 
arrived from the north that the amir Mas ‘ud 
Sawar had marched from Aleppo with a body of 
Turkmens who had joined him into the Frankish 
provinces, that they had taken possession of the ‘ 
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greater part of them, and that their hands were 
filled with the spoils that they had gained. 
Confirmatory reports of this success were received 
from all quarters, magnifying and exaggerating it. 
A letter was received, from Shaizar conveying the 
glad tidings of this event and giving an exact 
account of it, and its contents have therefore been 
set down in this place in order to confirm the report 
and corroborate the descriptions and accounts 
given of it. It ran as follows : 

The latest news received by us in this neigh¬ 
bourhood is something which we are bound for 
the sake of the Faith to make known and to 
congratulate all Muslims upon. The Turkmens 
(God multiply them and succour them !) assem¬ 
bled to the number of three thousand horsemen, 
forming a fully-equipped force, and set out 
suddenly for the towns and districts of al- 
Ladhiqlya when they were not expected and 
little had been done to guard against their 
attack. They returned from this raid to Shaizar 
on Wednesday nth Rajab (15th April), carrying 
with them more than seven, thousand captives, 
men, women, boys and girls, and a hundred 
thousand head of livestock, consisting of cattle, 
sheep, goats, horses and asses. The area which 
they covered and devastated 1 exceeded a hundrea 
villages large and small. They have been 
coming in successive batches, 2 and all Syria is 
filled with captives and beasts. Such a calamity 
as this has never befallen the northern Franks. 
Moreover not one prisoner amongst them will 



.Read ijiahii.hu for ihtajuhu. 
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be sold except at his proper value, and no 
' reduction will be made on the price first asked. 
They are taking them to Aleppo, Diyar Bake, 
and the Jazira. 

At the close of the day on Wednesday 24th May, 1 
there came up over Damascus black clouds which 
darkened the world, so that the day became like 
night. Thereafter there came up red clouds which 
lit up the world, so that those who saw them might 
imagine that they were bunting fire. Prior to this 
a violent and tempestuous wind had sprung up 
which damaged many of the trees. It is said "that 
at the same time and hour large hail and violent 
rains fell in Hawran, so that the riverbeds ran 
with them, and during the night there was a great 
storm of rain bringing another fall of hail of such 
size as had never been seen. 


A.H. 531 

(29 th September, 1136, to 18m September , 1137) 

In this year news was received that Emanuel (?) 2 
king of the Greeks, had emerged from Constanti¬ 
nople in Dhu’l-Qa 'da of the year 30 (began xst 
August) or, according to a contradictory report, on 
1st Muharram 531. He reached the island of 
Antakiya (?) and remained there until his warships 
arrived with the heavy baggage, provisions, money, 

l , When he speaks of weather or crops, the author usually gives the 
date according to the Syrian (solar) calendar. 

51 The text has Kiyalyanl, which may perhaps be a copyist’s perver¬ 
sion of Imdnydl. 
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and war-equipment on roth April. He then 
besieged Nicaea and captured it (or, according to 
another account, its inhabitants came to terms 
with him) and advanced to the marches, where he 
gained possession of Adhana and al-Massisa and 
other places, and forcibly captured ‘Ain Zarba 1 
after a siege. He captured also Tell Hamdun, the 
lord of which was Ibn Haitham the Armenian, and 
removed its population to the island of Cyprus, 
then he restored the port of al-Iskandarfya 
(Alexandretta), and thence proceeded to Antioch 
and encamping before it blockaded its inhabitants 
at the end of DlvuTQa ‘da (middle of August). 
A reconciliation was effected between him and its 

lord, Raymond, son of ——-, 2 and he set out 

to return'to the Gates, and having captured all 
the castles that remained in the hands of the son 
of Leo the Armenian, he wintered there. 

In Rajab of this year (began 25th March) the 
amir Bazwaj marched with a considerable force of 
Turkmens from the ‘askar of Damascus towards 
Tarabulus. Its Count came out to meet him with 
his army, and they engaged in battle. Bazwaj 
routed him and killed a considerable number of his 
men, and captured the castle of Wadi Ibn al- 
Ahmar amongst others. 

In Rajab also Ibn Sal ah, the governor of Hamah, 
marched with his men-at-arms to the castle of al- 
Khariba 3 and captured, it. 

I Anazarbus of the Crusaders, afterwards Nawarza, between Sis 
and al-Massl-sa (Mamis-tra). 

II The read?rig of this name is uncertain ; perhaps for bldafvn — Poitc- 
via ( ? ), or the first part may be Kund =Comte,'the latter part having 
been corrupted. 

8 See Dussaud, Topographic, 145-7. 
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In Sha ‘ban (began 24th April) a report was 
received that ‘Imad al-Din Atabek, son of Aq- 
Sunqur, had set out with his 'askar from Mosul and 
crossed the Euphrates during the first ten days of, 
the month. He marched on Hims, preceded by 
Salah al-DIn with the advance-guard of the ‘askar, 
and they encamped before it and besieged it. The 
governor. Mu ‘in al-DIn Unur, who was in the town, 
on receiving his summons to surrender it, refused, 
on the gromid that it belonged to the amir Shihab 
al-Din and that he was the latter’s lieutenant in it. 
The Atabek thereupon opened hostilities against it 
•and besieged it for some days, but his efforts 
were of no avail and he retired on 20th Sliawwal 
(nth July) and encamped before the castle called 
Ba ‘rm, in order to wrest it from the hands of the 
Franks. When they learned of this, the)'' assem¬ 
bled their forces and encamped in the .neighbour¬ 
hood, in order to defend it and to support their 
men who were in it. ‘Imad al-Din, on receiving 
news of their approach, laid an ambush for them. • 
When the two armies met, a party of the Turks 
turned to flight before the Franks, and they killed 
a considerable number of them. 1 on their return to 
the site of their encampment. ‘Imad al-Din then 
came out upon them with those who had lain in 
wait to ambush them, and he mowed down the 
footsoldiers and seized their baggage and train. 
When the Franks approached the encampment and 
witnessed the disaster which had befallen them, 
they were disheartened and overcome with dismay. 
The ‘askar of ‘Imad al-Din now r charged upon them, 
routed them, and wiped out the whole force by 

1 The pronouns may refer to either side. 
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An enormous quantity of 


booty in animals, baggage-train, and furnishings 
fell into their hands and ‘Imad al-Din returned to 
the castle of Ba ‘rin, whither their king, the 
Count of Anjou, had fled with those of the leaders 
of the Franks who accompanied him, in the 
extremity of weakness and fear. ‘Imad al-Din 
therefore encamped over against them and besieged 
them in this castle, and they remained thus, 
suffering his blockade and his attacks, until the 
provisions which were with them were exhausted 
and they ate their horses. All the rest of the 
Franks in their territories and strongholds assem¬ 
bled together and joined the son of Joscelin and 
the lord of Antioch, and having collected their 
levies they set out to come to the aid of the for¬ 
saken ancl. sorely-pressed garrison of Ba ‘rin and 
to deliver them from the distress, fear, and 
destruction to which they were exposed. When 
they drew near the Atabek's camp and the news of 
their approach was confirmed to him, it became 
necessary under the circumstances to grant the 
besieged their liberty, and he made an agreement 
with them upon the condition that they ac¬ 
knowledged his suzerainty, and stipulated for. 
a sum of fifty thousand dinars, which they 
should pay to him forthwith. He then set them 
free and took possession of-the castle from them, 
and the forces which had assembled to aid them 
returned. 

News was received 1 ' from the north that the 
amir ‘Imad al-Din Atabek left Aleppo With his 

1 This and the following paragraph are repetitions, with some 
additional details, of the events already described above. 
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on Friday 16th Ramadan (27th Mo 
ar and encamped before Hims, set up bis 
tents" and engaged in operations against it. The 
envoy of the king of the Greeks reached him 
[there]. 

On 4th Rajab of this year (28th March) the amir 
Bazwaj marched towards Tarabulus with the 
‘askar and with those of the Turkmens whom lie 
had mustered and collected. Its lord came out 
against him with his Frankish horsemen, but he 
laid ambushes for them in a number of places, 
and when the Franks reached the place known as 
al-Kura, the men in ambush came out against them 
and drove them in flight. Most of them were put 
to the sword, and only a few escaped. Bazwaj 
then made an assault upon the castle which is at 
that place and plundered it, killing the leaders 
and followers who were in it. He captured also a 
number of persons who paid much money for their 
ransom, and both he and his 'askar gained large 
sums. 

In Shawwal (began 22nd June) an armistice and 
friendly agreement was established on a sound 
footing between Tmad al-Din and Shihab al-Din, 
lord of Damascus. 

In Dhu’l-Qa ‘da news was received of the with¬ 
drawal of the king of the Greeks with his army 
from Antioch towards Ba 'rln, in its province, 1 on 
the 24th of the month (13th August), and he sent 
his envoy to ‘Imad al-Din Atabek. The amir 
Sawar, the atabek’s lieutenant in Aleppo, overtook 
with a considerable squadron a number of the 

1 This seems to be an error ; perhaps Ba 'rln is by mistake for 
Bagliras (Pagrae). 
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Sf&ek troops, killed some .and captured others, and 
brought them to Aleppo. 

In this year also the people of Aleppo set about 
fortifying it, digging out its trenches, and making 
themselves secure in it against the Greeks, because 
of their proximity to the city. 



A.tL 532 

(igth September, ,1137, 7 ^ September, 1138) 

The first day of Muharram of. this year was 
Monday 20th - September. 

During this month the chamberlain Hasan, who 
had been sent to the king of the Greeks, arrived, 
in company with the envoy of the king Tmad 
al-Din Atabek. 

On 14th Muharram (3rd October) the atabek 
arrived with his 'askar at Hamah, and set out 
thence in the direction of the Biqa'. He captured 
the castle of al-Majdal 1 from the Damascenes, and 
Ibrahim b. Turghut, the governor of Banyas in 
the province of Damascus, acknowledged his 
suzerainty. 

A report was received that the lord of Antioch 
had arrested the Frankish patriarch there and had 
plundered his house. The reason for this was said 
to be that the king of the Greeks, when peace was 
established between him and Raymond, lord of 
Antioch, had stipulated as one of the conditions 
of peace that he should set up in Antioch a 
patriarch for the Greeks, as had been the custom of 
old, but had lapsed in later years. Raymond, lord 

1 Majdal ‘Ainjar, see above p. 134. 
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•ofAntioch, went out to the king of the Greeks, who 
was in camp with his army at Marj al-Dibaj, and 
having negotiated an armistice and •agreement 
with him returned to Antioch. 

In Second Rabi' (began 17th December) ‘Imad 
al-Din Atabek withdrew from [the province of] 
Damascus to Hamah and after encamping before 
it marched to Iiims and encamped before the city, 
besieging it. 

In this year the Franks broke the armistice 
agreed upon between them and ‘Imad • al-Din 
Atabek, manifesting rebellion and stiff-neckedness, 
and creating evil and disorder, in spite of his good 
offices to their leaders and his withholding his 
hand from them when God gave them into his 
power, and they arrested a number of the Muslim 
merchants and men of Aleppo and traders, about 
five hundred men, in Antioch and the coast towns 
in Latter Jumada (began 14th February). 

In this year the sultan Mas 'ud wintered in 
Baghdad and his envoy came to the Atabek at 
Hints. The king of the Greeks wintered in the 
marches and the Pyke and encamped at Marj 
al-Dibaj [in the outskirts of al-Massisa]. 

On Sunday 15th [First] Jumada (30th January) 
the amir Bazwaj set out from Damascus with his 
'askar for the quarter of the Franks. His relations 
with Shift a h al-Din, lord of Damascus, had become 
strained owing to his overbearing manner and his 
audacity in evil measures, and he was proscribed 
in consequence of the corruption of his ways, the 
evidence of his treachery and deceit, his barbarity, 
and his outrageous conduct. He remained in the 
outskirts of the city for some time, until a recon- 
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'"• cjligllfiix was effected, when he re-entered the town 
’ and set about living in an upright manner and to 
the utmost satisfaction of all hopes. Shihab 
al-Din however, plotted against him and killed 
him in the citadel of Damascus by the hands of the 
Shamsiya 1 on Monday 6th Sha ‘ban (18th. April). 
The cause of this was that Shihab al-Din bore a 
grudge against him on account of certain actions 
which he disapproved and which inspired him with 
an aversion towards him; moreover Bazwaj 
played fast and loose with the moneys of the 
revenue, squandering them in gratuities and 
largesses. He therefore devised a plot: to kill 
him, and maintained a friendly and reassuring 
attitude towards him until the opportunity of 
killing him should present itself. _ It came about 
that Bazwaj visited him in the Rose Pavilion in 
his palace in the citadel. Now Shihab al-DIn had 
. detailed a party of the Armenian- Shamsiya, who 
were members of his cortege, to deal with him and 
had given them instructions to kill him. When 
they were able to overpower him in the absence 
of his attendants, they killed him and carried him 
out wrapped in a cloak to the tomb built for liis 
wife, and he was buried there. 

On Sunday, 17th Sha‘ban 2 Shihab al-Din 
bestowed robes of honour on the amir Mu’In al-Din 
Unur 3 and appointed him to the office of Isfah- 


1 Sibf Ted. Jewett, p. 99, 1 . 20) reads as-Sumaniya (" Buddhists ") but 
trie Shamsiya were the Armenian sun worshippers (Are.vordih "sons of 
the sun ”) who were to be found in Mesopotamia down to the X\ intii 
century ; see Conybeaxe, Cat. of Armenian. MSS. in B. M., p. TOib , 
W. Brandt, Elchasai (Leipzig, 1912), pp. 124 . 

». Probably by error for Sunday iQth Sha ban (ist May), 

• This appears to be the correct reading of the name, usually read 
as Anar. 
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Jar (commander in-chief), with the title of 
Atabek. He also restored the office of Chamberlain 
to the Amlr-Hajib Asad al-Din Akiz, and having 
shown them marks of confidence, committed to 
them the control and disposal of all the provinces 
and of all matters of state. 

In tins month also, news was received from the 
north of the descent of the king of the Greeks with 
his army upon Shaizar, in order to besiege and 
blockade it. He set up a number of catapults 
against it, and battle was hotly joined' between 
him and its garrison. A number of Muslims in the 
city were killed, so that it was on the point of 
destruction, notwithstanding the zealous efforts of 
the amir ‘Imad al-Din Atabek to reinforce it with 
men, weapons,‘and war material, and his occupa¬ 
tion of a position opposite the Greeks, patrolling 
their flanks with his cavalry and killing all those 
of them who fell into his hands. Both sides 
remained in this situation until the Greeks wearied 
of their stay before the town and despaired of 
attaining their object in regard to it; news came 
of their withdrawal from Shaizar towards Antioch, 
and the people rejoiced at their departure empty- 
handed and broken—to God Most High be the 
praise for this bounty everlastingly. 

After this mention of the Greeks and their 
activities at this time, an account may be given of 
the beginning of their movements. They appeared 
first from the direction of the town of al-Balat 1 
on the great Thursday of their fast 2 and encamped 

1 An unidentified place north of Ath&rib, where the Crusading 
castle of Tell 'Aqibrin was situated, a little over 20 miles W. of Aleppo. 

2 i.e. Thursday before Easter, 31st March, 1138. 
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unexpectedly before the castle of Buza ‘a in the 
Wadi on the’Sunday, their festival. 1 Their cavalry 
raided the fringes of Hamah on 19th Rajab (3rd 
April). A number of infidel Turks 2 fled for protec¬ 
tion from them to Aleppo and warned those in 
Aleppo of the [approach of the] .Greeks. They 
profited by the warning, brought in their outlying 
posts, 9 posted watchmen, took measures to- defend 
themselves, made everything ready, and were on 
the alert a night before the attack. This warning 
by the refugees was a blessing and a favour from 
God. After these measures of defence and pre¬ 
cautions had been taken, the Greeks seized, as 
was their practice, a considerable number of the 
people of Aleppo and its neighbourhood. The 
men of Aleppo dispatched a group of their notables 
to ‘Imad al-DTn Atabek at his encampment before 
Hims, appealing to him for aid. He dispatched to 
their assistance all the horsemen, footsoldiers, and 
archers whom he could spare, together with a 
quantity of equipment, and the party reached 
Aleppo on 27th Rajab (10-iith April). 

News arrived that these Greeks captured the 
castle of Buza ‘a by capitulation on Saturday 25th 
Rajab (9th April),’after besieging and blockading 
it and engaging it with catapults. After receiving 
its surrender [the king] acted treacherously with 
its people and violated his oaths to them. He 
assembled those whom he had deceived and 
numbered them, and it is said that they were five 


1 Reading 'Idihim for 'indahum. 

1 jamci '(dun min kafiri turhin. This curious phrase occurs again on 
p. 275, 1, 9 (alwaq 'atu . . . baina*s-sultani Sinjara wa-baina kdf iri 
turhin al-wasili min nahiyuti’s-slni) and p. 277, 1. 8. 

* dammit atvajahum. 
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thousand three hundred souls. The qadl of Buza 'a 
turned Christian, together with a number of the 
respectable citizens and others, about four hundred 
in all. The king remained in his place thereafter 
for ten days, smoking out.some caves in which a 
number of persons had hidden themselves, and 
they were captured by means of the smoke. 

On Sunday, 1 5th Sha ‘ban (17th April) the 
Greeks descended on the land of al-Na ‘ura 2 and 
set out thence on Monday 6th and marched by 
Aleppo, accompanied by the army of Antioch, and 
the son of Joscelin. They encamped before 
Aleppo, and pitched their tents by the river of 
Quwaiq and the land of al-Sa ‘di. On the following 
day the king attacked with his horse and foot on 
the south and west of the city at the angle of the 
Burj al-Ghanam. A considerable force of the town 
bands of Aleppo made a sortie against them, fought 
with them and gained the victory over them, 
killing and wounding 3 a number. Amongst the 
casualties was a noted commander of the Greeks, 
who retired confounded to their camp. They 
remained before Aleppo for a very few days and 
withdrew on the morning of Wednesday, 8th 
Sha ‘ban, in the direction of Saida*. The garrison 
of the fort of ai-Atharib fled from it in panic on 
Thursday, 9th Sha ‘ban (31st April), having first 
thrown fire into its magazines. This became known 
to the Greeks and a detachment of them marched 

1 The text has Wednesday, which is obviously an error ; similarly 
" Monday 6th ” in the next line has been corrected from *' Thursday 
8 th ” in the text, 

• A few miles east of Aleppo. 

* Reading faqatahl {fthim) for faquCilH, which seems impossible in 
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to the fort, descended before it, seized it, and took 
possession of its contents. They drove the 
captives and prisoners whom they had taken 
from the castle of Buza ‘a into the suburb and 
trench of al-Atharib. The amir Sawar, the 
lieutenant in Aleppo, on learning of this and of 
the retirement of the Greeks from the city, 
marched out with the ‘askar of Aleppo, overtook 
them at al-Atharib, and after inflicting a severe 
defeat upon them freed the prisoners and captives, 
ail save a few. This took place on Saturday,, 
nth Sha ‘ban, and the men of Aleppo were 
greatly rejoiced at this victory. 

On Thursday, 9th of the same month, 'Imad 
al-Din Atabek marched from Hamah to Salamiya, 
and having dispatched his heav}^ baggage to al- 
Raqqa remained behind with his cavalry as a light 
detachment. On the Monday, the king of the 
Greeks set out from the town of al-Ma ‘arra and 
all the local troops who were posted in Kafr Tab 
fled in fear of their lives. A number of confir¬ 
matory reports were received that the army of the 
Turkmens had crossed the Euphrates towards 
Aleppo under the son of the amir Da ud [grand-] 
son of Ortuq, in order to make an expedition 
against the Greeks, and had encamped at Majma 
al-Muruj. A considerable detachment of the 
‘askar of Damascus also went out to join the 
expedition in the service of ‘Imad al-Din Atabek. 
The cause of the retirement of the Greeks empty- 
handed from Shaizar was the receipt of this news 
of the arrival of the Turkmens and the junction 
of the armies. The length of their stay before it 
was twenty-three days, and the date of the king’s 
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val at Antioch on his return was Sunday* 
8th. Ramadan (22nd May). A number of reports 
were subsequently received of the continued with¬ 
drawal of the Greeks to their own country, and 
all hearts were set at rest after their distress and 
fear. 

In this year, repeated messages were sent from 
the amir Tmad al-Dm Aiabek to the amir Shihab 
al-Dm, proposing a contract of marriage between 
him and the prince's mother the Khatfm Safwat 
al-Mulk Zumurrud, daughter of the amir Jawalu 
His proposal was at length accepted and an agree¬ 
ment was drawn up. Envoys were sent from 
Damascus to make the contract on her behalf in 
the Atabek-s camp at Hims on Monday, 17th 
Ramadan. The agreement provided for the sur¬ 
render of Hims to him, and he took possession of 
it and its citadel accordingly. Its governor, the 
amir Mu tin al-Din Unur, received the castle of 
Ba rin in compensation for it. The Khatfm 
Safwat al-Mulk, mother of Shihab al-Din, left her 
palace to proceed to the camp of Tmad al-Din 
Atabek in the vicinity of Hims and Hamah, in 
company with the officers of Tmad al-Din who had 
been deputed to escort her to him, about the end 
of Ramadan (early June). 


A.H. 533 

(8th September, 1138, to 2yth August , 1139) 

The first day of Muharram of this 3~ear was 
Friday [9th September]. 
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'-Mthis month, the- amir 'Imad al-Din Atabek 
met the Khatun Safwat al-Mulk, mother of 
Shihab al-Din, outside Hims, where there was 
assembled with Mm a great company of envoys 
from the Caliph, the Sultan, Egypt, the Greeks, 
Damascus, and elsewhere. In the same month the 
Franks made a raid in the neighbourhood of 
Banyas. Shihab al-Din went out with the ‘askar 
to pursue them, but failing to overtake them 
returned to the city. 

On the morning of Friday 23rd Shawwal 
(23rd June), there was made known the plot 
directed against the amir Shihab al-Din Mahmud, 
son of Taj al-Muluk, son of Zahir al-Din Atabek, 
and his assassination while he was asleep in his 
bed during the preceding night, by the hands of 
his accursed slaves, Albaghash (?) the Armenian, 
to whom he had shown special favour and on 
whom he relied in all. his occupations, the eunuch 
Yusuf, whom he trusted to sleep by him, and al- 
Kharkawl,. the groom of the bed-chamber, who 
used to sleep in proximity to him. . . . These three 
accursed malefactors used to sleep round about his 
bed. When this thing was agreed upon with them, 
they lay down in their places as usual, and at 
midnight, when they were assured that he was 
asleep, they attacked and killed him in his bed 
upon his couch. Another groom who was with 
them called out and they killed him too. They 
planned out their course of action, concealed their 
secret, and so got out of the citadel. W'hen the 
assassination became known, search was made for 
Albaghash, but he had fled and his house was 
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plundered. The other two were seized and cruci¬ 
fied on the wall over the Jabiya gate. Letters 
were sent, to his brother the amir Jamal al-Din 
Muhammad, son of Taj al-Muluk, lord of Ba ‘albek, 
acquainting him with tire state of affairs. He came 
in haste to Damascus, without losing a moment, 
and took the place of Shihab al-Din. He was 
formally invested with authority, and the oath of 
allegiance and loyalty was taken by the amirs, 
commanders, and notables. Matters were thus 
settled and calm restored. 

When the news reached the Khatun Safwat 
al-Mulk, mother of the amir Shihab al-Din (God's 
mercy upon him) she was troubled and distressed, 
grieved at his loss, and indignant that such a 
fate should have befallen her son. She wrote to 
the amir Ttnad al-Din Atabek, who was at Mosul, 
acquainting him with what had happened, and 
spurring him on to march without delay to take 
vengeance. On learning this news, he was moved 
with the utmost detestation of the crime and was 
not one to be content with the continuance ot 
such actions. He therefore devoted his attention 
to making preparations for the task to which she 
had invited him, and having .mustered his forces 
for this purpose, bent the reins of his determina¬ 
tions towards Syria, marching with all speed upon 
Damascus in order to attain every object of his 
ambition. A series of reports brought confirmation 
of this purpose to Damascus, where all precautions 
were taken and preparations made to guard the 
city against him. This was followed by news of 
his descent upon Ba ‘albek on Thursday, 20th 
Dhu’l-Hijja, with a numerous army and vast host. 
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Trior to his arrival before it, the town had been 
garrisoned by men-at-arms and supplied with all 
equipment, and the appointment of its commander 
left to Mu'in al-Din Unur, whose position had 
become firmly established in the kingdom, in 
which he held the liighest rank and his commands 
and .injunctions were executed. The atabek set 
up a number of catapults against the city, engaged 
the garrison in constant attacks, and rigorously 
blockaded it. It is said that the number of 
catapults mounted against it were fourteen, by 
which it was bombarded in turn night and day, 
until the inhabitants were on the verge of destruc¬ 
tion. This went on until news arrived that it had 
surrendered on terms, owing to the greatness of 
the distress suffered by the inhabitants, the 
blockade and the breaching of the wall. The tower 
held out, defended by a party of the bravest of 
the Turks who had been specially deputed to 
protect it and prevent it from being captured, but 
when they despaired of help reaching them from 
Mu ‘In al-Din 1 and of the arrival of any force to 
deliver them from the impending disaster, they 
surrendered it to ‘Irnad al-Din Atabek, after receiv¬ 
ing from him solemn assurances, confirmed by his 
oath, of their personal safety. But when the 
fortress' was in his hands he violated his pledge 
and went back on his guarantee of security, owing 
to a personal grudge and irritation against its 
defenders wiiich he nursed in secret. He ordered 
them all to be crucified.and none of them escaped 
except those whose destiny guarded them. The 

1 There is a play of words in the original on the name Mu ‘in al-Din 
** Helper of the Faith/* 
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^people, were horrified at his action and at such an 
unheard-of breach of oath on his part. 

Prior to this, news had been received of Tmad 
al-Dm Atabek’s capture of the castle of al-Atharib, 
on Friday, ist Safar (7th October), of this year. 
In Ramadan of this year (May) the report was 
received that the amir al-Afdal Rudwan b. ab 
Walakhshi, the holder of power in Egypt, had 
left the country on account of a certain matter 
which: had put him in fear of his lord the [Fatimid] 
Imam ahHafiz li-Din Allah, Commander of the 
Faithful. lie came to Sarkhad, and it was reported 
that its governor, Amin al-Bawia Gum osht agin 
al-Atabeki, had received him with honour and the 
greatest respect. He stayed for some time enjoy¬ 
ing his hospitality and generosity, and thereafter 
left him to return to Egypt in .pursuit of a plan 
which he had devised and a purpose upon which 
he had decided. When he arrived in Cairo, tins 
plan miscarried with him, and he failed to attain 
what he had set his mind upon, and was placed 
in honourable confinement in the palace. 


A.H. 534 

(28 th August , 1139, to 16th August , 1140) 

The first day of Muharram of this blessed year 
was Tuesday [29th August]. 

In this month news was received that Tmad 
al-Dln Atabek, having completed his reorganiza¬ 
tion of the defence of Ba 'albek and its tower, and 
repaired the breaches in its fortifications, was 
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engaged in making ready for his descent upon the 
city of Damascus. Subsequently news arrived of 
his departure thence with the 'askar and of his 
arrival in the Biqa' in the month of First Rabf 
(began 26th October). 

He dispatched an envoy to the • amir Jamal 
ai-Din Muhammad, son- of Taj al-Muluk Burl h. 
Atabek, loi'd of Damascus, demanding that he 
should surrender the city to him and receive in 
compensation for it whatsoever might be dictated 
by his choice and suggestion. On the rejection of 
his demand, he moved from the - Biqa' and en¬ 
camped at Darayya, 1 in the outskirts of Damascus, 
on Wednesday, 13th Second Rabi' (6th December). 
As he was encamping at Darayya the advance 
guards had become engaged with one another ; he 
captured a number of them, and the remainder 
fled to the town. Thereafter on Friday, 28th 
Second Ra,bi‘, he advanced to the town with his 
'askar in fighting formation on the side of the 
Musalla. He defeated a considerable number of 
the armed bands of the town and the Gliuta, and 
put them to the sword; some of them suffered 
death or captivity, others returned to the town 
either wounded or unharmed. On tins day the 
town was on the verge of destruction, had it not 
been for the mercy of God. The Atabek returned 
to his camp with those who had been captured over 
and above those who had been killed, and refrained 
from fighting for some days. 

He- continued to send messages and to try to 
wheedle [the prince] into surrendering the city 
and accepting instead Hims, Ba ‘albek, and what 

1 A large township five miles S.W. of Damascus. 
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places he might suggest. Jamal al-Din; 
"Muhammad b. Taj al-Muluk inclined to give his 
consent to this proposal, on account ol the 
guarantee which it offered for the establishment of 
peace, the sparing of bloodshed, the prosperity of 
the provinces, and the restoration of calm, but 
when he asked advice on the matter from others 
they refused to entertain it. 1 The Atabek con¬ 
tinued to deploy his . ‘askar for attack on occa¬ 
sional days, but without putting vigour into the. 
fighting or rigorously enforcing the blockade, in the 
desire to spare bloodshed, with the restraint of one 
who was desirous of peace and loth to engage in 
combats and despoiling. In First Jumada (began 
24th December) Jamal al-Din fell a victim to a 
lingering disease, which was now more now less 
oppressive, coming and going, diminishing and 
increasing, until it became so aggravated that all 
hope of bis recovery was lost. Neither medical 
skill nor the charms of sorcerers availed him against 
it, and he remained in this condition until he came 
' to his predestined end and passed to the mercy of' 
God on the eve of Friday, 8th Sha ‘ban (20th 
March), at the same hour in which his brother 
Shihab al-Din Mahmud b. Taj al-Muluk (God’s 
mercy upon them both) was assassinated. The 
people marvelled at this coincidence of time and 
hour, and magnified God and hallowed His name. 
Jamal al-Din was prepared for burial and buried 
in the mausoleum of his grandmother in al- 
Faradls (“ The Gardens "). 

The leaders and holders of authority after his 
death took counsel together and agreed to fill the 

1 Reading ’abahu for ’iba'nti. 
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<ga|tfe^used by his loss by setting up his son, the 


amir ‘Adb al-Dawla Abu Sa ‘id Abaq b. Jamal 
al-Din. Muhammad, in his place. Pledges of loyal 
obedience and faithful service, confirmed by the 
most solemn oaths, were duly taken to him in this 
capacity. Order and administration was estab¬ 
lished on a sound footing, dissension was brought 
to _ an end, disturbance was succeeded by tran¬ 
quillity, and distress of mind by calmness. Tmad 
al-Din Atabek, on learning of this turn of affairs, 
advanced with his ‘askar towards the city, eager 
to take advantage of any dissension which might 
be caused between the leaders bv his death, so 
that he might attain thereby the fulfilment of 
some of his demands. The case turned out to be 
contrary to his hopes and the reverse of his 
imaginings. From none of the troops or armed 
bands of Damascus did he meet with anything 
but determination to pursue the struggle and 
steadfastness in the charge and the combat. He 
withdrew therefore to his camp weakened in spirit, 
and downcast at this failure. 

Meanwhile an agreement had been come to with 
the Franks to take common action and support 
one another, and to unite and join forces in driving 
pff the Atabek and preventing the achievement of 
his aims. A formal treaty to this effect was signed 
with solemn oaths and a guarantee of loyal 
execution of their pro.mise. In consideration of 
this the Franks asked for a stipulated sum of 
money to be paid to them forthwith, that it might 
assist them and strengthen them in their under¬ 
taking, and for a number of hostages to ensure 
their ease of mind. Their requests were granted ; 
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money was paid to them and hostages sent 
from among the relatives of the commanders. 
Thereupon they began to make preparations to 
send reinforcement and to give support, and they 
wrote letters to one another urging them to 
assemble from all the castles and cities in order to 
drive off the Atabek and prevent him from attain¬ 
ing his ambition at Damascus, before he should 
become too firmly settled to be dislodged and his 
might should become invincible, and he should 
be victorious over the Frankish bands and attack 
their cities. 

The Atabek, on his part, on learning the truth 
of the position in regard to this decision and to 
their assembling together to attack him in con¬ 
junction with the army of Damascus, retired from 
his camp at Darayya on Sunday, 15th 1 Ramadan 
(4th May), and made for Hawran, in order to oppose 
the Franks if they should approach him, and to 
pursue them if they should keep at a distance 
from him. He pursued this policy for some time, 
and then returned to the Ghuta of Damascus and 
encamped at 'Adhra' on Wednesday, 24th Shawwal 
(12th June). Having burned a number of farms in 
the Marj and the Ghuta as far as Harasta al-Tm, 
he withdrew northwards on the following Saturday, 
on learning that the Franks had encamped with all 
their forces at al-Madan. 

The terms of the treaty with the Franks pro¬ 
vided, amongst the promises made to them, for the 
recapture of the frontier fort of Banyas from 
Ibrahim b. Turghut and its surrender to them. 
Now it happened that Ibrahim b. Turghut, its 

1 The text has 5th, but this was in the middle of the week. 
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igo^^br, had gone out with his party towards 
Tyre, in order to raid, it, and there encountered 
Raymond, lord of Antioch, on his way to support 
the Franks in. giving assistance to the men of 
Damascus. They engaged in battle, and Raymond 
routed Turghut, who was himself killed in the 
encounter together with a few of his party. The 
remainder of them returned to Banyas, fortified 
themselves in it, and mustered for its defence the 
men of Wadil-Taim and elsewdiere, and all whom 
they could collect. The amir Mu Mn al-Din marched 
thither with the ‘askar of Damascus, encamped 
before it, and remained during the whole of 
Shawwal (began 20th May), engaging it with 
catapults and besieging it with military operations 
of various kinds, accompanied by a considerable 
detachment of the army of the Franks. News was 
received that the amir Tmad al-Din Atabek had 
alighted before Ba kilbek and had sent during 
Shawwal to summon the Turkmens from their 
abodes in order to proceed to Banyas. and to drive 
off the besiegers from it. The troops 'continued 
operations in this wise until the end of this year. 
... The siege of Banyas was prosecuted without 
intermission until the supplies in it were exhausted 
and the garrison were short of food. It was then 
surrendered to Mu ‘in al-Din, and the commander 
who was in it was compensated with a fief and a 
benefaction .'which satisfied him. Mu ‘in al-Din, 
having surrendered it’ to the Franks and carried 
out the terms of his agreement with them, set out 
thence to return to Damascus at the end of 
Shawwal (middle of June), having achieved his 
hopes and stultified his labours. 
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On the morning of Saturday, 7th Dhu’l-Qa ‘da 1 
‘Imad al-Dln Atabek appeared outside Damascus 
with his ‘askar on a flying raid. He reached the 
salla and approached the city wall unperceived, 
as the people were still in the last moments of 
their sleep. When dawn broke and the news of 
his arrival became known, shouts and cries were 
raised and the people rushed to arms and assem¬ 
bled on the walls. The gate was opened and the 
cavalry and footsoldiers made a sortie. ‘Imad 
al-Din had in the meantime dispersed his ‘askar 
in detachments to Hawran, the Ghuta, the Marj, 
and all the outlying districts for the purpose of 
raiding, while he himself remained with his 
personal guard facing the ‘askar of Damascus, in 
order to prevent any of them from pursuing any of 
iding horsemen. Battle was joined between 
mm and the ‘askar of Damascus, and a consider¬ 
able number of both sides were wounded. 2 He 
then withdrew from the engagement, owing to his 
preoccupation with the squadrons whom he had 
dispersed to carry out the raids. An innumerable 
quantity of horses at pasture, sheep and goats, 
cattle, and furnishings fell into their hands, as 
their raid was so unexpected and took everyone by 
surprise. The Atabek halted at Marj Rahit 3 on 
the same day', until his men assembled with their 
spoils, and set off to return by the northern road 
carrying a prodigious quantity of booty. 

• Calendar date 24th June ; probably Saturday 22nd June 
a Reading juriha for kharaja (“ went out 

* To tlie N.E. of the city. 
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A.H. 535 

{iyth August, '1140, to 5 tk August, 1141) 

In Ramadan (began loth April) of this year 
news was received of a sortie of the troops in 
Ascalon against the cavalry of the Franks which 
were raiding its territory; a number of them 1 
were killed and they retired broken and empty- 
handed. 

In this year also, word arrived from the north of 
the seizure of the castle of Masyath by. the Batinfe, 
by means of a stratagem.. 


A.H. 536 

{8th August, 1141, to 26 th July, 1142) 

In this year, news was received from the north 
that the Turkish amir Lajah, who bad left 
Damascus for the service of the amir 'Imad al-Diri 
Atabek, had made a r aid upon the country of the 
1 ranks, and had gained a victory over their 
ca valry and done so great execution amongst them 
that the number of their slain was said to be about 
seven hundred men. 

In this year also, word arrived of the death of the 
amir Sa‘d al-Dawla, lord of Amid, 2 and of the 
succession of his son Mahmud . . . also of the 
death of the amir the son of al-Danishmancl 3 
(God’s mercy upon him) and the succession of 
Iris son. 

1 Presumably the Franks, but the pronouns are ambiguous. 

51 Aigildi, see above p. 99. 

v Muhammad b. Gumushtagin, lord of Si was. 
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A.H. 537 



(27 th July, 1142, to i$th July, 1143) 

In this year, news was received of the sortie of 
the lord of Antioch towards Buza 'a, and that the 
amir Sawar, the lieutenant charged with the 
defence of Aleppo, headed him away from it and 
prevented him from attacking it. Reports were 
received also that the king of the Greeks had 
appeared on the Marches for the second time. 
The lord of Antioch went out to him, did homage, 
and having reached an accommodation with him 
and set his mind at ease, left him and returned to 
Antioch. 

In this year also a report was brought that the 
amir ‘Iroad al-Din Atabek had captured the 
citadel of Ashib, which was famous for its strength 
and impregnability. 1 . 

In Ramadan (began 20th March) news arrived 
of the death of the king of the Greeks. 


A.H. 538 


(16th July, 1x43, to 3rd July, 1x44) 

In this year news arrived of the capture of the 
citadel of Hizan 2 by the amir ‘Imad al-Din. 

On 3rd First Jumada (13th November) the 
amir and chamberlain Asad al-Din Akiz was 
arrested, his property seized, his eyes put out, and 
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jEcJhixnself placed in confinement, and his party 1 
deserted his cause. 

In this year also came the news from the 
neighbourhood of the Franks of the death of the 
Count of Anjou, king of Jerusalem, from an illness 
which befel him and proved fatal. His minor son 
and the boy’s mother were appointed to the king¬ 
ship in his place ; the Franks were satisfied with 
this and his position was established. 


A H. 539 


July, 1144, to 23 rd June, 1145) 


fn Second Rabi' (October) word arrived of the 
issue of an ‘askar against a considerable detachment 
of Franks which had entered the district of 
Ba albek in order to ravage it and dispatch raiding 
parties over it. Battle was joined and God gave 
victory to the Muslims over them, and they killed 
the greater number of them and seized all that they 
had with them. The hands of the Muslims were 
filled with their spoils and they returned safely to 
Ba ‘albek, rejoicing and booty-laden. The residue 
of the Franks returned to their own place broken, 
dejected, and empty-handed. 

In First Jumada (began 30th September) word 
was received from the north that the ‘askar of 
Aleppo had seized 4 considerable detachment of 
merchants, troops, and others, who had come out 
of Antioch to make their way to the country of 
the Franks, carrying much money, animals, stuffs 
and furnishings. They fell upon it, seized all that 
was in it, and killed all the Frankish horsemen 
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who were escorting it for protection, and returned 
to Aleppo with the money, captives, prisoners, and 
animals. 

In this year also reports were received from the 
north that the amir ‘Imad al-Din Atabek had 
captured the city of al-Ruha by the sword, not¬ 
withstanding its strength and impregnability and 
its capacity to withstand and defend itself against 
the assaults and sieges of mighty armies, and that 
it had come about in this wise. The amir 'Tmad 
al-Din Atabek had Jong been desirous of it, 
ambitious to possess himself of it, and on the watch 
to seize any opportunity against it. The thought 
of it never ceased to revolve within his mind and 
his ambition for it was ever present in his memory. 
At length he learned-that Joscelin, its lord, had 
left it with the bulk of his men-at-arms and with 
the chief men of his garrison and his most stalwart 
warriors, for some cause which, by reason of that 
which was decreed and doomed to befall, necessi¬ 
tated his absence from it. As soon as he received 
confirmation of this report, he made speed to march 
thither and hastened to encamp before it with a 
numerous ‘askar in order to blockade it and bring ' 
pressure to bear upon its inhabitants. He wrote 
to the tribes of Turkmens, calling upon them to 
give support and assistance against it and to carry 
out the obligation of the Holy War, and a great 
host and vast multitude of them joined him, so 
that they surrounded the city on all sides and. 
intervened between it and those who sought to 
bring supplies and foodstuffs to it. Even the 
birds could scarce approach it, in fear of their 
lives from the unerring shafts and watchfulness ot 
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-besiegers. He set up mangonels against its 
wails, and while these unceasingly bombarded the 
city, he engaged in constant and persistent 
fighting 1 with its, people. The men of Khurasan 
and of Aleppo who were familiar with the technique 
of sapping, and bold in carrying it out, set to work 
and made saps at a number of places which they 
selected as suitable for their operations. 5 They 
continued thus to push on with their sapping and 
to dig through the belly of the earth until they 
reached below the foundations of the bastions of 
the wall. They then shored these up with stout 
timbers and special appliances, and when they 
had made an end of that nothing remained but 
to set fire to them. They asked Tmad a 1-Din 
Atahek for instructions on this matter, and after 
he had entered the sap and seen in person what 
had been done and expressed his admiration he 
gave them their orders. When fire was applied to 
the shoring it caught the timbers and destroyed 
them, and immediately the wall fell down, The 
Muslims forced their way into the city, after a 
great number on both sides had been killed over 
the ruins ; so many of the Franks and Armenians 
were killed and wounded that they were compelled 
to abandon the town and the Muslims took 
possession of it by the sword in the early forenoon 
of Saturday, 26th Latter Jumada (23rd December, 
1144). The troops set to pillaging, slaying, captur¬ 
ing, ravishing and looting, and their hands- were 
filled with such quantities of money, furnishings, 

v, 1 Reading musirran for mudirran and supplying some such verb as 

masala. 

* laterally “ of whose condition they were aware and of whose 
strength or weakness they satisfied themselves." 
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-ffnimals, booty and captives as rejoiced their spirits 
and gladdened their hearts. ‘Imad al-Dln Atabek, 
after giving orders to cease killing, and plundering, 
set to work to rebuild what had been destroyed 
and patch up what had been damaged, detailed a 
select force to control its affairs, defend it, and 
make every effort on behalf of its interests, and 
reassured the citizens, giving them promises of 
good treatment and of the dispensation of justice 
to all of them, near and far. He then marched on 
towards Saruj, from which the Franks had fled, and 
captured it, and there was not one place or strong¬ 
hold by which he passed and before which he 
encamped but was immediately delivered up to 
him. . f:: ; 

Proceeding to the castle of al-Bira in those parts, 
which is of the utmost impregnability and difficulty 
of attack, ‘Imad al-Dln encamped before it and 
set about engaging and besieging it, and cut off 
from it all who sought to bring to it food, supplies, 
assistance or support. Fie continued thus besieg¬ 
ing, engaging, and blockading it until it grew 
weak and the supplies it contained were exhausted. 
As he was on the point of gaining possession of it, 
he was disquieted and troubled by the news that 
his lieutenant in Mosul, the amir Jaqar b. Ya ‘qub, 
had been attacked and slain, 1 and this brought 
about his withdrawal from it in order to investigate 
the conditions which had arisen in Mosul. 

In First Jumada a (began 30th October) word 
was brought that the amir ‘Imad al-Dln Atabek, 
on the receipt of news that the men of al-Haditha 

1 On 8th Dhu'l-Qa 'da (2nd May), 

51 i.e., before the expedition to Edessa. 
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and' Ana had thrown off their allegiance and 
revolted against him, dispatched against them ? 
considerable detachment from his & ‘askar wbb-h 
proceeded thither, and after fighting with Them 
ana blockading them captured them by the sword 

,£&g ££ number *- ir -^t’aXSS 

assembled at Antioch from Sf thefr Isfr ISs “ 

»t<ier itosuccour the men of al-Ruha . ■ 

Inud al-Dm Atiibek had dispatched a corps of 

considerable strength, made up of TurkmeT?and 

levies to deal with it. They nmde a sudrKtS 

apon it and fell upon all whom they found on'its 

a r d did such execution upon 

Tms V«T?Ti°n lmmediatdy ’ not before the Turk¬ 
mens had killed or captured many of the Franks 

tStiS nUmber £ their afimals! 

Most of the footsoldiers were put to the sword and 

Ss a y ppo S £ted d nf° th f r di8tr T CtS and castles > ^oken, 
disappointed of victory, and empty-handed 


A.H. 540 

(24th June, 1145, to izth June, 1146) 


In First Jumada of this year (began 2 oth 
October) a number of confirmatory reports were 

SyllDi!! 1 the mei^bourhood of the amir 
imad. al-Dm Atabek that he was giving his 
attention to gathering equipment, making prepara- 


150 nffft o£ S BaghSd h ° Wfssterly bend o£ the Euphrates, about 
3 lacuna in the MS. 
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dons and mustering levies for the purpose of the 
Raid and the Holy War, and stories were circulated 
about him to the effect that he would probably 
march into the territories of Damascus and besiege 
the city. There was a continuous stream of reports 
about this, and about his activities in preparing a 
prodigious number of mangonels and appliances of 
war and materials required for the subjugation of 
strong and impregnable places of every kind. This 
went on until the beginning of Sha ‘ban (began 
lyth January), when news arrived that his 
determination had been diverted from this project 
and the guiding-strings of his thought turned in 
another direction,.'and that the mangonels had 
been sent back from Ba ‘albek to Hims. It was 
said that word had reached him from al-Ruha that 
a number of the Armenians had formed a plot 
against it and were seeking to destroy all those 
who were garrisoning it, that, their hidden secret 
had been revealed, and that the guilty parties were 
seized, hunted out, and requited therefor with the 
punishments, such as slaying, crucifying, and 
scattering throughout the land, which are meted 
out to those who go to and fro in the earth to 
create mischief. 


A.H. 541 

(13 th June, 1146, to xst June, 1147) 


The narrative already given of the activities of 
‘Imad al-Din Atabek in the latter part of the 
year 540, of his encamping before the castle of 
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Dotwsar 1 at a moment unexpected by its garrison 
his attack upon and plundering of its suburb and 
seizure of its people, renders it unnecessary to 
repeat or to describe these events in detail 2 ' He 
was continuing to blockade the fortress and to 
engage in operations against its garrison in the 
month of Second Rabf of the year 541 when news 
arrived that one of his attendants, for whom he 
had a special affection and in whose company he 
delighted, a man of Frankish origin known as 
Yaranqash,* who nursed a secret grudge against 
lum on account of some injury previously done to 
- um Cie Atabek, had, on finding an opportunity 
when he was off his guard in his drunkenness, and 
with the connivance and assistance of certain of his 
comrades amongst the attendants, assassinated 
“s ®’ ee P on the eve of Sunday, 6th Second 
kabi‘ (night of Saturday, 14th" September). 
Although the Atabek had taken the utmost pre¬ 
cautions by surrounding himself with armed men 
and weapons, and had a strong guard posted 
around the enclosure of his tent, he slaughtered 
him upon his bed after a number of effective blows 
had been dealt upon his vital parts, and no one 
knew anything about them until the attendant who 
stew him had escaped to the fortress of Dawsar 
known at that, time as Ja ‘bar, the lord of which 
was the amir ‘Izz al-Din ‘Ali b. Malik b. Salim b. 
Malik. ... The armies of the Atabek dispersed 

“ a “® 1 of 4 he castle generally known as Qal'at 
J . TiC C,,? left bank of the Euphrates, a little above Raqqa 
■ h _ » lEES 1 r ? fRrie , d <» ls not contained in this MS., being 1 replaced 
UtleVhi hisTge! S10n e aUthOT ° n P° 15n P ous atewnwty of royal 
I he pronunciation is quite uncertain. 
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like the bands of Saba, 1 his stores of money and 
rich treasuries were plundered, and he himself was 
buried there without enshrouding until his body 
was removed, so it is said, to a mausoleum near 
al-Raqqa. The Sultan’s son who had been under 
his guardianship went with those who accompanied 
him or who attached themselves to him towards 
Mosul, and along with him went Saif al- Din Ghazi, 
the son of ‘Imad al-Din Atabek (God's mercy 
upon him). The governor in Mosul, 'All Kuchak, 
resisted their entry for some days until an agree¬ 
ment was reached between them, when he opened 
the gate and the Atabek’s son entered, assumed 
control, and took his father’s place. 

Meanwhile the. amir Saif al-DawIa Sawar and 
Salah. al-Din [al-Yaghlsiyam] returned to Aleppo, 
and along with them went the amir Nur al-Din 
Mahmud, son of ‘Imad al-Din Atabek. As soon as 
he entered Aleppo, he set about assembling troops 
and disbursing money to them, and his control 
-was established, and public order restored. The 
amir Salah al-Din, however, separated .from him 
and returned to his own governorship of Hamah, in 
distrust and fear of his life lest he should be the 
victim of a plot. Nevertheless all the towns were 
in confusion, the roads became unsafe, alter 
enjoying a grateful period of security and a note¬ 
worthy respect for authority, and the hands of 
the Turkmens and [Arab] brigands 2 were set free 
to do mischief and robbery in the outlying places 
and in all the country districts. 

When the report of the Atabek’s death was 
brought to Mu ‘in al-Din, and he learned the 

* See above p. 117 n. » aUharamlya ; see above p. 115. n. 2. 
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position of affairs, he set about making prepara¬ 
tions to proceed to Ba ‘albek and to seize the 
opportunity of recovering it, with instruments of 
war and mangonels. He advanced speedily 
towards it, and having encamped before it, 
blockaded it and engaged in battle with its 
defenders. Not more than a few days passed ere 
the deficiency of water in the place compelled 
them to submit to his authority. Its governor 1 
was a man of resolution, .intelligence and knowledge 
of affairs, and having stipulated for the grant of a 
fief to himself amongst other matters, he surren¬ 
dered both town and citadel to him. Mu 'In 
al-Dln carried out the terms of the agreement 
made with him, and took over all the grain-stuffs 
and war material in the city during the month of 
First Jumada (began 9th October). He corres¬ 
ponded also with the governor in Hims and an 
armistice and friendly arrangement was concluded 
between them, which conduced to the general 
well-being and prosperity of the provinces. A 
correspondence took place also between him and 
Salah al-Dln at Hamah, and a similar agreement 
was come to between them. Thereafter he led his 
forces back to Damascus, after completing his 
business at Ba ‘albek and establishing a garrison 
in it for its protection, and entered the city on 
Saturday, 18th Latter Jumada of this year. 2 
Here he found the attendant Yaranqash, the 
murderer of ‘Imad al-Dln Atabek (God's mercy 
upon him), who had left the castle of Ja ‘bar, in 

1 He was Najm al-Dln Ayyiib b. Shadhi, father of Saladin. 

„ 2 Apparently Saturday 23rd November (calendar date 16th Latter 

Jumada), unless 18th is an error for 8th, i.e., Saturday 16th November 
(calendar date 9th Latter Jumada). 

.. . s 
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x lest its lord should be summoned to give him 
up, and had come to Damascus in the confident 
belief that lie would be secure there, openly putting 
forward his action as a claim to consideration, and, 
imagining that he would be made welcome. 1 He 
was arrested and sent to Aleppo under the escort 
of a guard, and after some days there was 
carried to Mosul, where, it is said, he was put to 

death. , . , 

Meanwhile, during Latter Jumada, news arrived 
that the son of joscelin had assembled the tranks 
from all quarters and had attacked the city of 
al-Ruha unexpectedly with the connivance of the 
Christians who were living there, and had entered 
it, taken, possession of it, and slain all the Muslims 
who were to be found within it. The breasts of 
all men were anguished on hearing these disagree¬ 
able tidings. On the heels of this came the news 
that the amir Nur al-Din, lord of Aleppo on 
hearing this report, had set out with his askar, 
preceded by Saif al-Dawta Sawar and reinforced 
by the Turkmens who assembled from all quarters, 
so that they formed a great host of about ten 
thousand Horsemen. They marched with all speed, 
night and day and in the early hours of morning, 
so that the horses dropped by the roadsides from 
the fatigue of the march, and arrived at the town 
after the son of Joscelin and his associates had 
occupied it. ihe Muslims attacked them and put 
them to the sword ; a number of the Armenians 
and Christians of al-Ruha were killed, and the 
defenders were driven buck to a, fort called the 

1 Literally “ in the belief that the state of affairs was as he imagined 
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#aft;r-Tower, which was occupied by the son of 
Toscelin /with about twenty of his bravest knights. 
The Muslims surrounded them on ail sides and set 
to work to undermine the fort, and in less time than 
it takes to tell it fell down upon them. The son of 
foscelin made his way out and escaped from it 
secretly with his companions. The remainder 
were captured and the sword blotted out of 
existence all those of the Christians of al-Rulia 
upon whom the Muslims laid hands. Those of the 
Muslims who had been made prisoner were released 
and a great quantity of riches, furnishings, and 
captives were taken in plunder from the town. All 
men’s spirits were rejoiced by this victory after 
sorrow and prostration, and their hearts were 
strengthened after they had lost courage and felt 
their cause forsaken. The Muslims, returned with 
the spoils and the captives to Aleppo and the other 
districts. ' 

In Shawwal of this year (began 5th March) 
envoys and correspondence were exchanged be¬ 
tween the amirs Nur al-Din Mahmud son of Tmad 
al-Din Atabek, lord of Aleppo, and Mu ‘in al-Din 
Uxxur, until an agreement was concluded between 
them on the most friendly and cordial footing. A 
marriage was contracted between Nur al-Din and 
the daughter of Mu ‘in al-Din, and a firm settle¬ 
ment w r as reached on the basis of the proposals 
made by each party. The contract was drawn up 
m Damascus on Thursday, 23rd Shawwal (30th 
March) in the presence of the envoys of Nur al-Din, 
and the bridal outfit having been made ready the 
envoys set out to return to Aleppo, accompanied 
by the daughter of Mu in al-Din and a company 
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is household officers on Thursday, 15th Dhu’l- 
Qa ‘da (17th April). 

Mu ‘in al-Dln, having acquired implements of 
war and mangonels, and having assembled all 
whom he could assemble of horse and foot, set out 
towards Sarkhad and Bosra. He had concealed 
his design in order the more effectually to attain 
his object, and encamped unexpectedly before 
Sarkhad. It was then held by the person known 
as Altuntash, the ghulam of its former governor 
Amin al-Pawla Gumushtagin al-Atabeki. This 
person in his folly had deluded himself with the 
belief that lie could withstand whosoever should 
/become master of the city of Damascus and the 
hope that the Frank would help him to attain his 
object, together with whatsoever reinforcement 
and assistance he desired, and that they would 
support him in his proposed activities of raiding 
and sowing disorder. He had, in accordance with 
the predestined decree, left the castle of Sarkhad 
to proceed to the Franks in order to seek aid of 
them and draw up with them an agreed plan for 
their mischievous works, not knowing that God 
does not prosper the acts of evildoers, and ignorant 
of Mu ‘in al-Din’s plans to crush him by speedy 
action and to counter his hopes by? besieging [his 
city]. The latter cut off his return to either of the 
two castles [Sarkhad and Bosra] and for a long 
time fighting went on continuously between the 
garrison of Sarkhad and the besiegers, saps were 
prepared, and letters were repeatedly dispatched 
from the Franks to M11 ‘in al-Dln seeking to move 
him to restore peace by all manner of soft-speaking 
and by promises, threats and menaces, should he 
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to his request, while he for his part 
to a policy of dissimulation and evasion. In the 
meantime he learned of their mustering together 
and preparing to move against him, in order to 
disquiet him and cause him to abandon the siege, 
and this news compelled him to correspond with 
Nur al-Dln, lord of Aleppo, requesting of him the 
assistance of himself and his ‘askar against the 
infidel antagonists. Nur al-Dln consented to his 
request, and as, by a fortunate contingency, he 
was already in marching order with his ‘askar 
outside Aleppo, he directed the reins of his advance 
towards him, and marching with all speed reached 
Damascus on Wednesday 27th Dhu’l-Hijja. 1 He 
encamped at ‘Ain Shuwaqa, and after staying for 
a few days proceeded towards Sarkhad. No finer 
askar than his was ever seen, in appearance, 
equipment, and numbers. 

n When the two ‘askars united, the garrison in 
Sarkhad sent to them, offering to surrender, and 
asking, for a delay of a few days before giving up 
the place, but this was only dissimulation and 
guile on their part until the Frankish troops should 
arrive and force their besiegers to retire. But God, 
for the perfecting of his bounty to the Muslims and 
the advantage of the Faithful, decreed the arrival 
of one who brought news of the assembling and 
mustering of the Franks and of their advance with 
all speed with both horse and foot towards Bosra. 
Now there was at Bosra a large detachment of the 
'askar investing the town, and immediately on 
receipt of this news the ‘askar set out for Bosra 

1 Wednesday 28th May (calendar date 25th Dhti'kf/ijja), unless it 
is a textual error for 17th Dhn'l-Hijja (Wednesday 21st May). 




like falcons to their prey and hawks towards their 
partridges. By this means they reached Bosra 
before the Franks and blocked their way to it. 
The combatants drew up eye to eye, and their 
ranks closed up to one another, and the ‘askar of 
the Muslims gained the upper hand over the 
polytheists. They cut them off from . watering- 
place and pasture ground, they afflicted them with 
a hail of shafts and death-dealing arrows, they 
multiplied amongst them death and wounds, and 
set on fire the dried herbage on their roads and 
paths. The Franks, on the verge of destruction, 
turned in flight, and the Muslim knights and horse¬ 
men, seeing a favourable opportunity presented of 
exterminating them, made speed to slay and to 
engage in combat with them. Mu‘In al-Dm, 
howuver, endeavoured to restrain the Muslims and 
prevent them from attacking and pursuing the 
Franks on their retreat, for fear of a rally on their 
part and a counter attack upon the Muslims. Thus 
the Franks returned homewards on their tracks, 
defeated and disheartened, and encompassed by 
death and destruction. All hope of deliverance at 
their hands was lost, and Bosra was surrendered to 
Mu'In al-Dm, after an arrangement was come" to 
with its garrison and they were conceded possession 
of the fiefs which they proposed. Thence he 
marched back to Sarkhad, the surrender of which 
to him was earned out under the same conditions. 
The two ‘askars returned to Damascus, reaching 
it on Sunday, 27th Muharram of the year 42 
(29th June, 1x47), and Nur al-Dln stayed in the 
Atabek’s palace and set out to return to Aleppo 
on Wednesday, 30th Muharram of that year. 
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rtt. ibis time, Altimtasli, wlio had gone from 
^aixh'ad to the Franks in his ignorance and folly, 
arrived at Damascus from the land of the Franks, 
without a guarantee of security or permit granting 
his right of entry, imagining that he would be 
received with honour and taken into service after 
his odious evildoing and treachery to Islam. He 
was at once placed in confinement, and his brother 
Rhutlukh having brought a suit against him for 
the injury which he had done him by putting out 
his eyes, a tribunal was assembled to decide their 
case, it was attended by the qadls and jurists, who 
declared for Iris brother’s right of retaliation against 
him, and he was blinded in consequence, as he had 
blinded his brother. He was then permitted to 
reside in a house belonging to him in Damascus, 
and stayed there. 

A.II. 542 

{2nd June , 1147, to 2ist May, 1x48) 

In Safar (July) of this year the chamberlain and 
civil secretary Mahmud returned from Baghdad 
with the reply to the letters from Mu 'in al-Dln 1 
which had been sent by his hand, and accompanied 
by two envoys * from the Caliph and the Sultan. 
With them they brought the diploma of investiture 
and robe of honour for Mu 'in al-Dm. 3 The}' 
invested him with it and he appeared in public 4 

* Reading al-mu ‘inlya for al-mu 'aiyi-na, 

* The printed text has rasulan, which should be amended to rasulal- 

khaUfati . , , „ , , T , , , 

® Literally Zahiml-Din waMu ‘inuhu “Upholder and Helper oi the 
Faith.” 

* Reading zahara lor zakara. 
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aring it on Saturday, 18th First Rabl' 3 
ugust). They remained for some days and 
returned with the replies to the letters they had 
brought. 

On Thursday, 21st Second Rabl' (18th Septem¬ 
ber), an envoy from Egypt arrived at Damascus 
bringing a diploma of investiture and a gift of 
horses and money for Mu ‘in al-Dln in accordance 
with established custom in similar cases. 

In Latter Jumada (began 28th October), the 
governorship of the fortress of Sarkhad was con¬ 
fided to the amir Mujahidal-Dm Buzan b. Mamin, 
on his undertaking to furnish a quantity of money 
and grain and entering into and observing certain 
conditions and ■promises made on oath. He set 
out thither and occupied it in the middle of the 
same month, to the joy of all the inhabitants of 
that district, on account of his generous and 
upright character, strict observance of the princi¬ 
ples of religion, and personal scrupulousness, after 
his predecessors, who observed their duties towards 
God neither in matters of belief nor worship nor 
equitable dealing nor purity of heart nor generosity 
of action. 

In this year a succession of reports was received 
from Constantinople, the territories of the Franks, 
Anatolia, and the neighbouring parts, of the 
coming of the king of the Franks from their lands, 
amongst them being Alman and [the son of] 
Alphonso, 2 with a company of their nobles in 

1 The text has Second Rabl‘, which conflicts with the calendar and 
the date immediately following. 

i Alman wa.Alfunsh. The former is evidently taken as the proper 
name of Conrad/ Emperor of Germany, the latter is Bertram, son of 
Alphonso Jourdain* and grandson oi Raymond of Toulouse. 




TBE CRUSADES 



They were said to be making for the land of Islam, 
having issued a summons throughout their lands 
and strongholds to set out on expedition thither 
and hasten towards it and to leave their own 
territories and,cities empty and bereft of protectors 
and defenders. They brought with them amounts 
beyond reckoning of their moneys, treasuries and 
weapons, until it was said by some that their 
numbers amounted to a million horse and foot, and 
by others to be even more. They seized the 
dependencies of Constantinople and its king was 
obliged to humour them, maintain peace with 
them, and bow to their will. When the news of 
their approach became known, and their purpose 
was bruited abroad, the governors of the neigh¬ 
bouring lands and of the Islamic territories in their 
proximity began to make preparations for warding • 
them off and to muster their forces for engaging in 
the Holy War with them. They repaired to their 
outlets and mountainous defiles which hindered 
them from crossing and debouching on the land of 
Islam, and assiduously launched raids upon their 
fringes. Death and slaughter commingled with 
the Franks uiitil a vast number of them perished, 
and their sufferings from lack of foodstuffs, forage 
and supplies, or the costliness of them if thej? were 
to be had at all, destroyed multitudes of them by 
hunger and disease. Fresh reports of their losses 
and of the destruction of their numbers were 
constantly arriving until the' end of the year 542, 
with the result' that men were restored to some 
degree of tranquillity of mind and began to gain 
some confidence in the failure of their enterprise, 
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$nd their former distress and fear were alleviated 
in spite of the repeated reports of the activities 
of the Franks. 


(22nd May, 1148, to 10 th May , 1149) 

The first day of this year was Friday 21st May, 
the sun being in Gemini. 

In its early days several reports were received 
from different sources of the arrival of the ships of 
the aforementioned Franks at the sea coast, and of 
their landing on the shores of the coastal fortresses 
of Tyre and ‘Akka and their junction 1 with those 
of the Franks who were in these parts. It was said 
that after all that had perished of them by killing, 
disease and hunger, they still numbered about a 
hundred thousand men. They repaired to Jeru¬ 
salem, and carried out the obligation of their 
pilgrimage, after which a number of them returned 
to their own country by sea. A great host of them 
had perished by death and disease, including some 
of their kings, but Alman, who was their greatest 
king, remained with some others of lesser rank. 
There was a divergence of views amongst them, as 
to which of the lands of Islam and Syrian cities 
they should proceed to attack, but at length they 
came to an agreed decision to attack the city of 
Damascus, and their malicious hearts were so 
confident of capturing it that they already planned 
out the division of its estates and districts. This 
news arrived in a series of reports, and the governor 

1 Reading ijtima for ijma‘. 
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ofiivi city, the amir Mu ‘In al-Din Unur, set about 
making ready equipment and preparing to engage 
them and to counter their malice, fortifying the 
places where their attack was feared, setting men 
to guard the roads and passes, cutting off the 
movement of supplies to their stations, filling up 
the wells, and effacing the watering places. 

The Franks directed their march towards 
Damascus with their host, their might and their 
armoury, in numbers estimated at fifty thousand 
horse and foot, and accompanied by such quantities 
of baggage train, camels and cattle, as swelled their 
forces to a surpassing number. They approached 
the city and made for the site known as Manazil 
al-'Asakir, 1 but finding' no water there, since the 
supply had been cut off from it, they proceeded 
to al-Mizza, 8 owing to its proximity to water, and 
advanced on the town with their-cavalry and foot- 
soldiers. The Muslims drew up in face of them 
on Saturday, 6th First Rabi‘ (24th July) and battle 
was joined between the two forces. A great 
multitude joined in the struggle with them, 
composed of the levies and the death-dealing 
Turks, the town bands, volunteers afid ghazis , 3 
and death was scattered abroad among them. 
The infidels gained the upper hand over the 
Muslims owing to the superiority of their numbers 
and equipment. They gained control of the water, 
spread throughout the orchards, and encamped in 

1 “ The camps of the [Regiments, 3 ' located by Dussaud ( TopogvapMe 
historiqw, p. 315), beyond the Wooden Bridge, to the south of the 
city (see above p. 196). 

* A,large village to the S.E. of the city. 

; » The ghazis (ghuzdh) or “ Holy Warriors " were bands of imghar 
troops who moved to any part where fighting was proceeding gainst 
the Infidels* 
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era. They moved close up to the town and 
occupied a section of it which no troops either in 
. ancient or recent times had succeeded in holding. 
On this day the Malikite jurisconsult and imam 
Yusuf al-Findalawi (God’s mercy upon him) found 
martyrdom by the water near al-Rabwa, owing to 
his stand in face of the Franks and refusal to retire 
before them, in steadfast obedience to the com¬ 
mands of God in His Holy Book. 1 A similar fate 
befell the ascetic 'Abd al-Rahman al-Halhuli 
(God’s mercy upon him). 

The Franks now set about cutting down trees 
and building stockadesWith them, and destroying 
the enclosures. 3 The night passed in this wise, 
with all the people discouraged and straitened in 
spirit through fear because of the horror of what 
they had witnessed. They made a sortie against 
the Franks early on the following morning, Which 
was Sunday, and after charges by each side against 
the other, the Muslims gained the upper hand over 
them and multiplied death and wounds amongst 
them.. The amir Mu ‘in al-Dln distinguished 
himself in combat with them, and displayed a 
valour, steadfastness and gallantry such as •was 
never seen in any other, never wearying in repelling 
them nor taking respite from the struggle against 
them. The mill of war ceased not to grind between 
them, with the infidel horsemen ever delaying to 
make their famous onslaught until the opportunity 

1 Qur’an IX, 112 : " Verily God hath purchased from the Believers 
their lives and their goods in return for their possession of Paradise; 
they shall fight in the Path of God, and they snail slay and be slain— 
a promise binding upon Himself, - true.” V; 

* Reading probably haz&’ir (ci\ MS. and Abu Sham a), for which the 
editor has substituted qaaahr (“ sluices 
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sEmitd' be offered them, until at, length the sun 
inclined to its setting, night drew nigh, and men’s 
souls sought for rest. Each side returned to its 
own place, but the regular troops passed the night 
in the field facing the Iranks, and the citizens in 
watch and sentry duty on their walls, with the 
enemy in full view close to them. 

Meanwhile letters had been- dispatched to the 
governors of the outlying districts with appeals for 
assistance and reinforcement. Parties of Turkmen 
cavalry and of footmen from the outskirts were 
constantly arriving, and [next morning] the 
Muslims made an early attack upon the Franks, 
with their confidence renewed and their fears 
dissipated. They held their ground in face of the 
Franks and discharged upon them shafts of fate 
and arrows of wounding, which fell without inter¬ 
mission upon footman or knight, horse or. camel, 
in t heir camp. During this day there arrived from 
the Biqa" and elsewhere large numbers of bowmen, 
by whom the numerical strength [of the MuslimsJ 
was increased and their military equipment re¬ 
doubled. Each side separated from the other and 
retired to the position which it had established 
[at the end of] this day. In the early morning of 
the following day, Tuesday, the Muslims advanced 
to attack them with the swiftness of hawks 
swooping on mountain partridges, and having 
encompassed them in their camp and surrounded 
their sleeping quarters, they made havoc of the 
barricades which they had constructed with trees 
from the orchards, by a hail of arrows and bom¬ 
bardment of stones. The Franks on their part 
declined to come out, in fear and discouragement, 
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^rftd not one man of them showed himself. It was 
thought that they were planning a ruse and. 
preparing a stratagem. None of them appeared 
save a few horsemen and footsoldiers bv way of 
skirmishing and keeping off the enemy in case 
the latter should attack 1 before they found either 
a clear field for their own charge or some device to 
secure their escape. Not a man of them could 
approach [the Muslims] without being thrown 
prostrate by a shower of arrows or a lance thrust. 
A large number of footsoldiers of the town bands 
and men of the villages became emboldened against 
them, and made a practice of lying in wait for them 
on the roads, when they suspected no danger, 4 
and killing all those whom they captured, and 
bringing in their heads to claim rewards for them. 
A large number of heads were brought in. 

Meanwhile reports reached the Franks from 
several quarters of the rapid advance of the 
Islamic armies to engage in the Holy War against 
them and of their eagerness to exterminate them, 
and they became convinced of their own destruc¬ 
tion and of the imminence of disaster. Having 
taken counsel of one another, they found no way 
of escape from the net into which they had fallen 
and the abyss into which they had cast themselves 
save to retreat in disorder at dawn on the Wednes¬ 
day, the following day, and to flee, broken and 
forsaken. When the Muslims learned this, and the 
signs of the retreat of the Franks became clear to 
them, they moved out to attack them on the 

1 Reading almuhajimct tor almuh&jina . 

u IF* *5 the , readin o of the MS. ('amiml), for which the editor has 
substituted mthanaw (“ turned hack ”): cf, Aba Shama ( R.H.C IV, 58). 
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morxiilig of the same day and hastened towards 
them, pursuing them with arrows, so that they 
slew a large number of men, horses, and other 
animals in their rear files. In the remains of their 
camps, moreover, and along their highroads there 
were found such uncountable quantities of burial 
pits of their slain and of their magnificent horses, 
that there were stenches from their corpses that 
almost overcame, the bixxls in the air. They had 
also burned down al-Rabwa and al-Qubba al- 
Mamdudiya 1 during that night. - The people 
rejoiced at this mercy which God had bountifully 
bestowed upon them, and multiplied their thanks 
to Him for having vouchsafed to them an answer 
to the prayers which they had offered up without 
ceasing during the days of this distress, and to God 
be praise and thanks therefor. 

It came about after this mercy that Mu ‘In 
al-Dln joined forces with Nur al-Dxn, lord of 
Aleppo, on his approach to Damascus to succour 
it in the latter part of Second Rabi' (middle of 
September) of this year, and they proceeded 
together to the castle in the neighbourhood of 
Tarabulus which is called the Castle of ‘Araima. 8 
It was held by the son of King Alfonso,-one. of the 
Frankish kings mentioned above, who had perished 
at ‘Akka. With him were his mother and a 
considerable body of his personal attendants, 
knights and leaders, of his men. The Muslims 
surrounded the castle- and made an assault upon 

1 Suburbs of the city, al-Rabwa lying directly to the west of it. 
The site of al-Qubba (" The Long Pavilion ,J ) is uncertain. 

s The name, which is missing in the MS., has been, supplied by the 
editor from Tbn al-Ath!r. 'Araima was about seven miles S, by W. 
of 5 afitha. 
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it, the ‘askars of Nur al-Din and Mu ‘in al-Din 
having been joined by a detachment of about a 
thousand horse from, the ‘askar of Saif al-Din 
Ghazi, son of the Atabek [lord of Mosul], Both 
sides engaged actively in the struggle and most of 
the garrison were killed or made prisoner. The son 
of the king was captured, along with his mother, 
and all that the castle contained of war equipment, 
horses, and furnishings was plundered. The ‘askar 
of Saif al-Din retired to its camp at Hims, Nur 
al-Din returned to Aleppo, taking the king’s son 
and his mother and the captives with him, and 
Mu ‘in al-Din withdrew to Damascus. 

In the meantime there had arrived at Damascus 
the Sharif and amir Shams al-Din al-Husainl, the 
Naqib. 1 He had come on from Saif al-Din Ghazi, 
son of the Atabek, having been deputed as an 
envoy from the Caliphate to all the governors and 
to the tribes of the Turkmens, to urge them to 
assist the Muslims and engage in the Holy War 
against the polytheists. This was the reason for 
the fear of the Franks that continual reinforce¬ 
ments would join the forces opposed to them, and 
for their retreat in the manner described. He set ■ 
out to return to Baghdad with the answer to his 
mission on Wednesday, nth Rajah of the year 43 
(24th November). 

News arrived in Rajab from Aleppo that Nur 
al-Din, its lord, had set out with his ‘askar towards 
the Frankish territories, 2 and had captured a 

1 i.e., marshal and keeper of the register of the descendants of the 
Prophet. His full name has been omitted. 

“Insert from Abu Shfima ( R.H.C., IV, 60)“: "and made towards 
Afamiya and taken possession of a number of Frankish castles and 
fortresses." 
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considerable number of Franks ; further that the 
lord of Antioch had assembled the Franks and in 
an attack 1 upon Ntir al-Din at a moment of 
heedlessuess on his part had inflicted such losses on 
his ‘askar, baggage-train, and animals as had been 
decreed by their destinies. Nur al-Din himself 
and bis 'askar retreated, and he returned safely to 
Aleppo, having lost none but a few of his 'askar 
and killed a fair number of . the Franks. He re¬ 
mained for a few days in Aleppo making good the 
losses of his transport train and replenishing what 
he required in the way of weapons for the ‘askar, 
then returned to his camp, or, according to other 
reports, did not return. 


A.H. 544 

(nth May, 1149, to 29 th April, 1150) 

The first day of this year was Wednesday, nth 
May. 

In view of the frequent instances of ill faith on 
the part of the Franks living in Tyre., ‘Akka, and 
the coastal ports after their retreat from Damascus, 
and their disregard of the terms of the armistice 
which they had agreed upon with Mu 'in al-Din, 
by making ravages in the districts of Damascus, 
it became necessary for the amir Mu ‘in al-Din to 
set out towards their territories with the ‘askar of 
Damascus, in order to carry out raids and make 
devastations in them. In the latter part of 543 
he encamped in Hawran with the 'askar and 

1 Reading (with Abu Shama) waqasadahu for fasaddahu. 
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jikfrrespo'nded with the Arabs, and unceasingly 
directed raids against their towns and outlying 
districts, day in and day out. He summoned also a 
considerable body of the Turkmens and gave them 
a free hand in plundering their territories and in 
slaying all those of 1 the [Arab] brigands arid of the 
raiders and ravishers who might be seized in their 
districts. He did not cease from constricting them 
in this wise, and persisted in causing them vexation 
and distress, until, he constrained them to ask for 
terms of peace and for the renewal of the agree¬ 
ment for an armistice and amicable relations on 
payment of a' small annual tribute. Envoys went 
to and fro in, order to draw up the treaty and define 
its terms, and the oaths of loyal observance of its 
stipulations were taken in Muharram of the year 
544. The period of the truce was fixed at two 
years, and oaths were sworn to this effect. The 
strife ceased, and the population of both provinces 
were eased in mind, satisfied at its conclusion, and 
rejoiced at its provisions. 

Simultaneously with this, letters arrived from 
Nur al-Dln, informing him that the lord of Antioch 
had assembled the Franks of his land, and had 
come out seeking to do mischief with them in the 
districts of Aleppo. He added that he himself had 
moved out with his ‘askar to the environs of Aleppo 
in order to engage him arid avert his malice from 
the provinces, and that there was pressing need 
for Mu ‘In al-Dln’s assistance by marching to join 
him in person, with his- ‘askar that they might 
unite the forces of both their ‘askars against him. 
The state of affairs made it necessary for the amir 

1 min has apparently dropped out of the text before al-hardmiyah. 
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Mu‘tn al-Din to depute the amir Mujahid al-Din 
Buzin b. Mamin with a considerable detachment 
of the ‘askar of Damascus to set out towards him 
and to serve him with loyalty to the utmost of their 

abilities. The amir set out on- 1 in the first 

ten days of Safar (xoth to 19th June), while Mu ‘in 
al-Din' remained with the rest of the ‘askar in 
Hawran in order to investigate the condition of 
the Arabs, to protect their districts, and to 
encourage them to transport grain upon * their 
camels to Damascus, according to their usual 
custom. 

In Safar of this year also there arrived from Nur 
al-Din, lord of Aleppo, the glad tidings of the 
favour conferred upon him by God, to Him be the 
praise, in giving him victory over the deluded 
muster and broken host of the Franks, so that none 
of them escaped save a few to spread the news of 
their perdition and their sudden overthrow. When 
Nur al-Din was reinforced by the cavalry which he 
had summoned from the Turkmens and from the 
outlying districts, as well as by the detachment of 
the ‘askar of Damascus which joined him under 
the command of the amir Mujahid al-Din Buzin, 
his spirits were strengthened, his striking power 
became formidable, and the numbers of his host 
were swelled. He marched towards the; position of 
the Franks in the province of Antioch with an 
army of nearly six thousand fighting horsemen, 
exclusive of followers and baggage-train, whereas 
the Franks numbered about four thousand horse¬ 
men armed with lances, and a thousand fighting 
men on foot, exclusive of followers. When they 



5 Left blank in the MS. 


Reading ‘ala for 'em. 
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leached the place known as Inab, 1 Nur al-Din 
moved towards them with the victorious 'askar. 
When they met eye to eye, the infidels made their 
famous charge upon the Muslims, but the Muslims 
split up into detachments which attacked them 
from various directions and swarmed over them. 
The two forces engaged in a hand-to-hand struggle, 
enveloped in thick clouds of dust, and the swords 
of Islam had the final word against them. When 
the haze was dispersed, God, to whom be the 
praise and thanks, had bestowed upon the Muslims 
the victory over the polytheists, and they lay upon 
the ground prostrate and dust-befouled, 2 bereft of 
the fruits of their warfare. None of them escaped 
save a few individuals, whom fate had respited or 
to whose hearts fear had given wings, to carry the 
news of their destruction and annihilation. The Mus¬ 
lims set about seizing their spoils and possessing 
themselves of their baggage-train, and their hands 
were filled with the booty and animals taken from 
the Franks. The accursed Prince, 3 their leader, was 
found stretched out amongst his guard and his 
knights ■ he was recognized and his head cut off 
and carried to Nur al-Din, who rewarded the 
bearer of it with a handsome gift. This accursed 
one was amongst the Frankish knights who were 
famed for their gallantry, valour, power of cunning, 
and great stature, and had acquired special repute 
by the dread which he inspired, his great severity, 
and excessive ferocity. This engagement took 
place on Wednesday, 21st Safar (29th June) of the 
year 44. 

1 12 miles W. by N. of "Ma 'arxat al-Nu 'man. 

* Reading mu ‘affarlna. 3 al-balim, i. e., Raymond, 
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'---■^fBereafter Nur al-Din encamped with the ‘askar 
at the gate of Antioch, which, though it had been 
emptied of its guardians and protectors, and had 
none left in it save the townspeople [was yet 
protected by] the numbers of these and the 
impregnability of their city. Negotiations were 
begun between Nur al-Din and the citizens on his 
demand for the surrender of the city to him, in 
return for a guarantee of their safety and the 
inviolability of their lives and property, hut they 
put forward the plea that this was a step which 
they could not take until after all hopes of the 
arrival of a deliverer and succourer against those 
who were attacking them should have been lost. 
They brought to him all the precious objects and 
money which they could collect, and besought a 
respite, which was granted to them and consent 
given to their petitions. Thereupon Nur al-Din 
posted a detachment of the ‘askar to remain on 
guard before the city and to prevent any from 
entering it, and himself marched with the rest of 
the ‘askar to Afamiya. He had already dispatched 
the amir Salah al-Din [al-Yaghlsiyani] with a 
large section of the army to encamp before it and 
to engage in besieging it and in operations against 
it . When the garrison of the town learned of the 
destruction of the Franks, and lost all hope of 
means of reinforcement and succour, they asked 
to surrender on terms, and were promised that their 
lives should be spared. They then surrendered the 
town, and Nur al-Din observed his word to them, 
and posted in it such a garrison as he considered 
sufficient to guard and defend it. This was on 
18th First Rabi‘ of the year (26th July). 
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•'C^Nur al-Din now withdrew with his ‘askar 
towards Antioch . . A in the direction of Antioch, 
to reinforce those who were in it. Nur al-Din 
sought a favourable opportunity to attack and 
destroy- them, but they refrained from venturing 
into Iris neighbourhood and feigned to be engaged 
in other operations. It became necessary to 
conclude an armistice and agreement with those 
in Antioch, on the stipulation that everything in 
the proximity of the territories of Aleppo should 
belong to him, and everything in the proximity of 
Antioch to them. He therefore withdrew from the 
latter in the opposite direction to the Franks, 
since in this campaign he had captured the castles, 
forts, and strongholds around Antioch, and had 
taken abundant booty from them. The amir 
Mujahid al-Din Buzan, with the 'askar of Damas¬ 
cus, separated from him, and arrived safely at 
Damascus with all his company on Tuesday, 2 
4th Second Rabf of this year. In this engagement 
he and his party performed distinguished service 
and were gratefully remembered for their gallantry, 
courage, soundness of judgment, and knowledge 
of military tactics. It is from his own words and 
description that this narrative has been written, 
but with a view to abridgment and avoidance of 
prolixity. 

It fell out in the meantime that Mu ‘in al-Din left 
his ‘askar and came to Damascus during the last 
days of First Rabf 544, on account of some 
matter which necessitated his presence. lie ate a 

1 Insert irom Abu ShSLma {R.H.C . IV, 63) : “on hearing that a 
detachment of Franks was advancing from the coast.*" 

* Apparently an error for Wednesday, the first of the month, according 
to local reckoning having been Sunday 7th August. 
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,'y meal, as was his usual custom, and was 
seized thereafter by a loosening of the bowels. 
His zeal in the conduct of the business on which he 
M’as engaged moved him to return to the ‘askar in 
Hawran, though he was still suffering from this 
malady, which had in fact become aggravated and 
led to "the weakening of his strength. From this 
resulted the disease known as dysentery, 1 which 
acts upon the liver ; it is a disease to be feared 
and one from which its victim scarcely ever 
recovers. Some alarm was felt for him, he lost 
strength, and it was necessary for him- to return 
to Damascus in a litter to have it treated. He 
reached the city on Saturday, 7th Second Rabi 
(14th August), but his illness and the fears for his 
life increased, his strength' ebbed away and he 
breathed his last in the night preceding Monday, 
23rd Second Rabf of this year (night of Sunday, 
28th August). He was buried in the arched recess 
of the Atabek’s palace, in which he had resided, 
but was afterwards removed to the college' which 
he had founded. After his burial was over, a 
meeting was held between Husam al-Din Bulaq, 
Mu 'aiyid al-Din the prefect, 2 Mujahid al-Din 
Buzan, and the leaders of the troops, in the chamber 
•of Mujir al-Din, 3 to whom the chief authority and 
precedence belonged, and matters were arranged 
between them as was most advantageous in the 
circumstances. 

Word was brought from Mosul of the death of 
the amir Saif al-Din Ghazi, son of ‘Imad al-Din 



1 jQsantiryk, . „ • 

* The rals or prefect seems to have been the chief civil official in 
the town. 

* Abu Sa 'Id Abaq, the Bund amir of Damascus, see above p. 259. 
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-^Atabek (God’s mercy upon him), by reason of a 
prolonged attack of colic at the beginning of First 
Jumada of this year (began 6th September), and 
that he had devolved his authority upon his 
brother [Qutb al-Din] Mawdud b. ‘Imad al-Diit, 
imder the control of the amir ‘All Kuchak. 


News arrived of the movement of the Franks 
upon the provinces in order to devastate and create 
havoc, in them, 1 and [the amirs of Damascus] set 
about arming to ward off their attack. The report 
of the plundering and enslaving carried on by the 
Pranks in the districts of Hawran had been carried 
also to Nur al-Din-, who resolved upon arming to 
attack them, and wrote to those in Damascus 
informing them of his resolve to prosecute the 
Holy War, and demanding from them the assist¬ 
ance of a thousand horsemen, to be sent to him 
under the command of a reliable leader. Now 
they had made a treaty with the Franks to take 
joint action against any Muslim forces which should 
attack them, and therefore tried to put Nur 
al- Din off with specious arguments and dissimula¬ 
tion. On learning this, however, he set out and 
encamped at Marj Yabiis, and posted some of his 
troops at Ya ‘fur. 2 When he approached Damas¬ 
cus, and those in the city were informed of his 
advance, without knowing whither he intended to 
proceed, they had- sent news of him to the Franks 
and exacted a promise from them to send support 


1 In consequence of internal rivalries and factional struggles which* 
had broken out at Damascus, the details of which are omitted here. 

* Marj V abfis was on the main road from Damascus to the Biqa’ and 

Damascus ab0Ut 18 miles N ' W * oi the cifc ?' «* Yal0r I 4 miles due W. of 
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agaiiist him. The Franks had set out towards the 
district of Ascalon, in order to rebuild Gaza, but 
[on receipt of this message] their advance guards 
arrived at Banyas. Nur al-Din was informed of 
their approach, but he paid no heed to them, saying 
“I shall not turn aside from engaging them in 
Holy War.” Meanwhile he restrained Iris troops 
from plundering and doing injury in the villages, 
and adopted a benevolent attitude to the cultiva¬ 
tors, alleviating the distress [caused by the presence 
of his army], and prayers were continually being 
offered up for him by the people of Damascus and 
its provinces, and. all the cities and their districts. 
Prior to this the rains had been. withheld from 
Hawran, the Gliuta, and the Marj so long that 
the majority of the people of Hawran had aban¬ 
doned it on account of the scarcity and severe 
distress, the exhaustion (?) 1 of their flocks and 
herds, and lack of drinking water. When Nur 
al-Din reached Ba ‘albek, it happened by the 
predestined decree and celestial mercy that the 
heavens opened their fountains with rains, dews, 
outpourings, and heavy showers lasting from 
Tuesday, 3rd Dhu’l-Hijja 44 (4t.l1 April) until 
the following Tuesday. The watercourses over¬ 
flowed, the pools of Hawran were filled, the mills 
turned, and the crops and plants that had been 
withered up were restored to fresh green shoots. 
The people clamoured with blessings upon Nur 
al-Din, saying “ This is due to his blessed influence, 
his justice, and liis upright conduct.” 

Nur al-Din then moved from his camp on the 

1 The text has tarwi : one would expect some such phrase as ' the 
difficulty of waieiing " (sw *tibat tarawwi). 
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A -\vaj l and encamped by the Wooden Bridge 
[at the place] known as Manazil al-'Asakir 2 on 
.Tuesday, 26th Dhu’l-Hijja (25th April). He sent 
a message to Mujir al-Din and the ra ts, in which 
he said : ‘ It is not my purpose in occupying this 
encampment to seek to engage in warfare with 
you nor to besiege you. I have been prompted to 
this action solely by reason of the frequent appeals 
of the Muslims of Hawran and the Arab culti vators 
whose possessions have been seized, whose women 
and children have been scattered by the hand 
of the Franks, and who have none to succour 
them. It is not possible for me, in view of 
the powers with which God, to Him be praise, 
has endowed me in order to bring help to 
the Muslims and to engage in the Holy War 
against the polytheists, together with abitndance of 
wealth and of men, neither is it lawful for me, to 
withhold my hand from them and from giving 
assistance to them, since I am aware of your 
inability to guard and protect your dominions, 
and of the remissness which has led you to call 
upon the Franks for assistance in fighting against 
me, and of your bestowal upon them of the moneys 
of the poor and weak amongst your subjects, 
whom you thus rob and defraud of their due. " This 
is displeasing in the sight of God and of every 
Muslim, and there is no alternative but that you 
shall lend the aid of a thousand horsemen, all 
pretexts being put aside, who shall be dispatched 
with a commander whose courage may be relied 

1 The ancient Pharpar, flowing from Mt. Kermou and to the south 
of the city, 

* See above p, 2S3, n. 1. The reading al-kair in the text should 
be corrected accordingly. 
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upon in order to deliver the port of Ascalon and 
other places.” 1 

The answer to this letter was in these terms : 
“ Between us and thee there is naught but the 
sword, and a company of the Franks is even now 
on the way to aid us to repel thee, shouldst thou 
advance upon us and beleaguer us.” When the 
envoy returned to him with this answer and he 
read it, he was filled with intense astonishment and 
indignation at it, and determined to advance 
against the city and attack it on the morrow of 
that day, which was Wednesday, 26th 3 April. 
But thereafter God sent heavy and continuous 
rains which prevented him from carrying out this 
purpose, and diverted him from it. 


A H. 545 

(30 th April, 1150, to 19 ith April, 1151) 

The first day of this year was Monday (1st May}. 

In Muharram peace was concluded between Nur 
a hi) in and the rulers of Damascus. The cause of 
this was that Nur al-Din was loth to shed the 
blood of the Muslims [as he would do] if he were 
to continue to attack the city and to besiege it ; 
moreover he was brought certain reports which 
moved him to this course. It happened also that 
they promised to recognise his suzerainty, and to 
insert his name in the allocution from the pulpit at 
Damascus after those of the Caliph and the Sultan, 

' V' ' * Abu Sliama (p. 66) reads " Ascalon and Gaza." 

* The text lifts 25th. 
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mid also on the coinage. Oaths were duly taken 
to this effect, and Nur al-Dln bestowed on Mujir 
al-Din a full robe of honour with a collar, and 
escorted him back to the town with every mark of 
honour and respect. His name was read from the 
pulpit of Damascus on Friday 12th 1 Muharram 
(12th May). Thereafter the ra us was summoned to 
the camp, made the recipient of a full robe of 
honour also, and escorted back to the town. A 
company of the troops and domestic officers went 
out to visit him at the camp, and conversed with 
him. He made generous gifts to all the mendicants, 
the poor, and the distressed, so that none who 
sought him returned empty-handed, and none who 
begged of him was disappointed of a reward. He 
left his camp on the eve of Sunday to . return to 
Aleppo, having fully carried out his purposes 
and plans. 

News arrived from Aleppo on 5th Muharram 
that its ‘askar of Turkmens had captured the son 
of Joscelin, lord of A ‘zaz, with his company, and 
that he was now securely confined in the citadel 
of Aleppo. All the people rejoiced at this success. 
Word was brought also that the king Mas hid 2 had 
arrived with Ids ‘askar in order to attack Antioch. 
He encamped before Tell Bashir and blockaded it 
at some time during, the month of Muharram. 
Nur al-Dln also, after his withdrawal from 
Damascus and the confinement of the son of 
Joscelin in the citadel of Aleppo, set out with 
his 'askar to A/'zaz, the town of the son of Joscelin. 

1 The teatt has 14th. 

a Mas 'mi I son of Qilij-Arslan, Saljuqid Sultan of Anatolia, reigned 
1116-1156. 
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Re encamped before it, blockaded it, and perse¬ 
vered in hostilities against it. until God facilitated 
his capture of it by capitulation, though it was 
exceedingly impregnable, difficult of access, and 
lofty. After taking possession of it and establish¬ 
ing a trustworthy garrison in it, he set out to return 
to Aleppo joyful and triumphant, during the month 
of First Rabi' (began 28th June). Concerning Tell 
Bashir the report arrived on Friday 1st Second 
Rabl‘ (28th July) that after blockading if and 
engaging in hostilities against it, Mas 'fid had with¬ 
drawn from it for certain reasons which necessi¬ 


tated this course, and most of its defenders 
[subsequently] arrived in it. 

Word was brought of the arrival of Mankubars 
with a. company of Turks and Turkmens in the 
region of Hawran and of his junction with the 
amir Sirkhat, governor of Bosra, for the purpose of 
raiding and devastating the villages of Hawran. 
It was rumoured that this was done with the 
consent of Nur al-Din. They sought to create 
havoc and destruction at Sarkhad, and to besiege 
the town, and thereafter withdrew to other 
districts in order to make mischief and drive the 
cultivators from the fields. 

.In Rajab of this year (began 24th October) 
reports were received from Nur al-Din concerning 
his victory over the army of the Franks who were 
encamped in face of; him near Tell Bashir, that 
their losses and slain were enormous, and the hands 
[of the Muslims] were filled with spoils and captives, 
and that he had captured the castle of Khalid, 1 
which he was engaged in besieging and blockading. 

1 On the Sajur river, S.E. of Tell Bashir, 
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During the last ten days of Rajah, word was 
received from Hawran that the amir Ma.nku.bars 
had encountered al-Haji and his men from the 

askar of Damascus at the place known as-—-, 1 

and had defeated and mortally wounded him. 


A.H. 546 

(20 th April, 1151, to jth April, 1152) 

The first day of this year was Friday [26th April], 
On Wednesday, 13th 2 Muharram (2nd May) 
tire advance guard of the ‘askar of Nur al-Dln 
encamped on the l;ind of ‘Adhra in the territory of 
Damascus, and in the neighbouring parts. On 
the following Thursday, a considerable detachment 
of them repaired to af-Saham and al-Nairab, 3 and 
laid an ambush by the hill for the ‘askar of 
Damascus. When the ‘askar came out of the city 
to oppose them, they received warning of the 
ambush from one who came to them in haste, 
and the ambush having been disclosed, the troops 
retired to the city, and .escaped from disaster 
without loss, except for some of their rear files, 
who were wounded. 4 On the following Friday, 
Niir al-Dln arrived with his ‘askar and encamped 
at ‘Uyun Fasariya, between ‘Adhra and Duma, 
and extending into these localities. On the follow¬ 
ing Saturday they advanced from that place and 

1 The reading of the MS. and text is uncertain. 

1 The text lias 10th by error. 

* Al-Nairab was at the point where the Barada and its canals issue 
from the mountains W. of the city. 

* Reading jimha for kharaja. 
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city. This site had never in all previous years 
been selected for an encampment by commanders 
of armies. A number of skirmishes took place 
between the advance guard of Nur al-Dln’s ‘askar 
and some who went out against it from, the city, 
each side returning thereafter to its own place, 
but the ‘askar itself persistently abstained from 
advancing upon the city and opening the attack 
upon its inhabitants, from a desire to avoid the 
slaying of souls and the disablement by wounds of 
large numbers of the troops. , As a result the evil¬ 
doers on both sides were given a free hand to rob, 
to harvest the cereal-crops in the Marj, the Ghuta, 
and the outlying districts of the city, to demolish 
the houses in the villages, and fetch the materials 
obtained from their demolition into the city or 
the camp. The losses suffered by their owners, the 
husbandmen and peasants, were increased, and the 
appetite of the baser sort and the mob steadily 
mounted to an outrageous degree of plundering, 
without any control being exercised over them or 
measures taken to stop them. The supply of straw 
for the horses' fodder gave out in all parts, the 
price rose, and a serious situation came about. 
Meanwhile reports were received and confirmed of 
the mustering and assembling of the Franks to 
come to the aid of the people of Damascus, and all 
believing and right-minded men were filled with 
distress of mind and increasing aversion to such a 
hateful and repulsive state of affairs. No change 
took place in this uncomfortable situation, and 
skirmishes went on every day without any regular 
attack or fighting, until Thursday 13th Safar 
(31st May). 
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Thereafter the ‘askfir of Nur al-Din moved from 
this camping-station and halted in the districts of 
radhdya, flalfabaltain, 1 and al-Kharnisain, in the 
vicinity of the city, and no armies in former times 
were ever known to have ventured to approach 
these places. An engagement took place on the 
day mentioned; a large number of the Cavalry 
and footsoldiers of the city were wounded, and 
the livestock of the peasantry and the poorer 
classes were seized, together with the animals of 
the humble citizens Land the personal property of 
the peasants of tlnf Ghuta, the Mari, and‘the 
outlying districts. On Thursday, 20th 3 Safar 
(7th June) Nur al-Din moved back from there to 
Darayya, on receiving from several sources the 
alarm that the Frankish army was approaching the 
city to bring it relief. This action was taken in 
order that he might be close to their lines of 
advance and was dictated by the firmness of his 
resolve to engage them and the fullness of his 
preparations for battle with them. For the ‘askar 
of Nur al-Din had reached a number beyond 
computation for multitude and strength; and was 
in a state of continual increase by reason of the 
detachments which came in one after the other 
from the districts and the Turkmen tribes. Yet in 
spite of this he would not allow any of his 'askar to 
press forward into an engagement with any of the 
Muslims, whether troops of the city or its lower 
classes, owing to his scruples against shedding 
biood where it would not serve his ends, since it 
was only folly and vanity which moved them to 


1 These names should be corrected accordingly in the text. 
/ amuta alhqati mina'l-balad. i Text: 10th. 


Text : 10th. 
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rush out and display themselves, and they always 
returned with the worst of the bargain and 
driven in defeat. After remaining thus for some 
days he moved to the neighbourhood of al-A ‘waj, 
in view' of the proximity of the Frankish army and 
their determination to attack him. He then 
judged it necessary to withdraw to al-Zabdanf 1 
in order to lure on the Franks, but sent a detach¬ 
ment of his ‘askar, numbering about 4,000 horse¬ 
men, with several of the leaders, to join the Arabs 
in the districts of Hawraiwwith the objects of 
seeking out and attacking "the Franks and of 
keeping observation upon their arrival and the 
issue of the ‘askar of Damascus to unite with them, 
and ultimately of cutting them off. 

It fell out that the Frankish army reached the 
A ‘waj after his withdrawal and alighted there on 
3rd First Rabf (20th June) and a large body of 
them came to 2 the town [of Damascus] in 
order to supply their wants. Mujir al-Dln and 
Mu’aiyid al-Dln 3 went out with their domestic 
officers and a considerable number of the citizens 
and held a meeting with their king a.nd his domes¬ 
tic officers, but they found them in numbers and 
strength far short of what they had imagined. 

It was agreed between them that the two armies 
should encamp before the castle of Bosra, in order 
to take possession of it and draw' the revenues of 
its territories. Thereupon the army of the Franks 
marched to Ra's al-Ma 4 , but the ‘askar of Damas- 

1 At the headwaters of the Barada in the Anti-Lebanon. 

J Abu Sham a (p. 7T), reads dahhala (" entered ") for masala. 

* i,e., the ra'ls or prefect Ibn as-SufJ. 

* A camping-ground in Hawran, near Dilli, and about 20 m. N. of 
Dar 
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cus was not in a condition to go out to join them, 
owing to the weakness and mutual dissensions of 
the troops. The detachment of Mur al-Din’s 
‘askar which was in Hawran, together with those 
of the Arabs who had joined with them, marched 
in great force towards the Franks, in order to 
inflict signal chastisement upon them. The 
Frankish troops retired for refuge and self- 
preservation to the Lejah of Hawran. On news of 
this reaching Nur al-Din, he set out and encamped 
at 'Ain al-Jarr in the Riqa'’, intending to return 
towards Damascus and to attack the Franks and 
the Damascene ‘askar. Meanwhile the Franks, on 
joining forces* with the ‘askar of Damascus, had 
repaired to Bosra, in order to besiege it and engage 
in hostilities against it. But they were unable to 
carry this out, and when the governor of the town, 
Sirkhal; came out. against them with his men, they 
retired before him discomfited. The Frankish 
army returned to its own territories between the 
nth and 20th of First Rahi', and sent letters to 
Mujir al-Din.and Mu’aiyid al-Din demanding the 
residue of the tribute promised to them for causing 
the withdrawal of Nur al-Din from Damascus and. 
saying : “ Had it not been for us. driving him off, 
he would not have withdrawn from you.'’ 

At this time also news was received of the arrival 
of an Egyptian fleet at the coast towns in exceeding 
strength hind plenitiide of number and equipment, 
li: was said that it numbered seventy ships of war 
laden with men, such a fleet as had never come 
forth in previous years, and there had been spent 
upon it a sum said to be in ’the neighbourhood of 
three hundred thousand dinars. It approached 
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Yafa, one of the coast towns of the Franks, and 
[those on board] slew, and took captive, and 
burned whatsoever they laid hands on, besides 
seizing a considerable number .of Greek and 
Frankish vessels. Thereafter they proceeded to 
the port of ‘Akita, where they did likewise and took 
possession of a considerable number of Frankish 
ships of war, and killed a great host of pilgrims 
and others. Having dispatched all that they could 
to Egypt, they proceeded to the ports of Tyre, 
Bairut, and Tarabulus, and did likewise there. 
Nur al-Dln promised to march towards this fleet 
to give it his assistance in crushing the Franks, but 
it happened that he was preoccupied with the 
business of Damascus and of his return thither to 
prosecute its siege. He was in high hopes of taking 
possession of it, knowing its weakness, the sym¬ 
pathy felt towards him by the troops and citizens, 
and the reputation for uprightness. and justice 
which he enjoyed amongst them. It is related that 
Nur al-Din ordered his army to be paraded and 
counted, and that it reached “fully thirty thousand 
fighting men. Thereafter he set out, and encamped 
at al-Dalhamiya in the Biqa‘. Thence he pro¬ 
ceeded towards Damascus, and encamped at 
Kawkaba, to the west of Dara'yya, on Saturday, 1 
21st First Rabi‘ (7th July). Flis cavalry raided the 
road leading from Hawran to Damascus, and seized 
large quantities of camels, grain, and livestock. 
They raided also the Ghuta and the Marj and drove 
off all the animals which they encountered. On 
the Monday he moved from this encampmentkind 
halted near Darayya, towards the Wooden Bridge. 

* Probably an error for Sunday (8th July). 
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A proclamation was made in the city summoning 
the troops and town-hands to go out against him, 
but none of them put in an appearance except a 
few who had gone out formerly. On Wednesday, 
24th, he moved from this camp and halted at 
al-Qati 'a 1 and the neighbouring parts. Thence 
he approached the city until he came close up to 
it, and some skirmishing took place between the 
two parties, but without a regular assault being 
delivered or any vigour put into the fighting. 

News was brought to Nur al-Din that his 
lieutenant, the amir Hassan al-Manbiji, had 
captured the city of Tell Bashir by capitulation on 
Thursday, 25th First Rabf (12th July). The 
drums were beaten and the trumpets sounded in 
Ills camp to celebrate the joyful tidings. The 
messenger 8 was accompanied by a party of the 
notables of Tell Bashir who came to regulate the 
affairs of the city [with Nur al-Dinj. 

Nur al-Din remained fixed in his decision not 
to make an assault upon the city nor to engage its 
people and troops, out of a scrupulous aversion to 
the slaying of Muslims, saying : " There is no need 
for Muslims to be slain by the hands of one another, 
and I for my part will grant them a respite that 
they may devote their lives to the struggle with 
the polytheists/’ In accordance with these senti¬ 
ments, negotiations for the establishment of a 
treaty were carried ’on during the month of Second 
Rabf upon certain conditions and proposals which 
were specified. The negotiations were carried on 

% A southern suburb dose to the city, near the “ Mosque of the 
Footprint " (above p. 303, n. 2). 

* Reading al-mubashskir for al-maslr . 
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by the jurist Burkhan al-Din ‘All al-Balkbl and 
the amir Asad al-Din Shirkuh and his brother 
Najm al-Din Ayyub. The points of disagreement 
were gradually narrowed down, and negotiations 
continued, until an agreement was reached oil the 
basis of acceptance of the conditions proposed. 
The oaths to observe it and the ratification of its 
terms were exchanged between both parties on 
^Thursday, ioth Second Rabf (26th July) of this 
year. 

On the Friday, the morrow of that day, Nur 
al-Din set out towards Basra in order to encamp 
before it and besiege it, and requested from 
Damascus such supplies as he required of war 
materials and mangonels. The reason for this 
expedition was that Sirkhal, the governor who was 
in the town, was reported to have thrown off his 
allegiance and become a rebel, and had shown 
leanings towards the Franks and supported them, 
therefore Nur al-Dln, in displeasure at this conduct 
on his part, dispatched a considerable force from 
his ‘askar against him. 

On Thursday, 12th Rajab 546 (25th October), 
Mujir al-Din, lord of Damascus, proceeded to 
Aleppo with his domestic officers. On his arrival, 
he was conducted before Nur al-Din, lord of the 
city, who received him with honour and excelled 
in the munificence of his conduct towards him. 
After Mujir ai-Din had promised allegiance to him 
and to act loyally as his lieutenant in Damascus, 
he came to an agreement with him on certain 
matters which he laid before him, Mujir al-Din 
then left him and returned, rejoicing at the honour 
and high consideration shown to him by Nur 
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al-bin, and arrived in Damascus on Tuesday, 
6 tli Sha ‘Mn (20m November). 

At the end of Sha ‘ban (beginning of December) 
word arrived from Banyas that a considerable 
body of Turkmens had raided its suburbs and, 
when the Frankish governor of the castle vvent 
out with Inis party to oppose them, had killed 
and captured a number of the Franks, of whom 
none escaped save the governor himself and a 
handful of others. When the news reached those 
in authority in Damascus they were displeased at 
such an action as this, in view of the agreement 
made fox an armistice and peaceful relations, and. 
sent out against them a detachment of the ‘askar 
of Damascus. These fell in with some of the 
Turkmens who had fallen behind the rest of their 
party, and recovered the booty which was in their 
hands, and brought back three men of them. 1 

During the early days of Ramadan (began 
xath December) a report was received that the 
greater part of the army of the Franks had pro¬ 
ceeded to the Biqa' and, taking its inhabitants by 
surprise, had raided a considerable number of 
villages, seized all the men, women, elders, and 
children in them, and driven off their beasts of 
burden, livestock, and riding beasts. The news 
reached the governor of Ba ‘albek, who sent out 
his men against them, and his forces were joined 
by a great host of the men of the Biqa 1 . They 
hastened straight towards the Franks and over¬ 
took them at a time when God had sent down upon 
them such repeated falls of snow as delayed and 
distracted them. Thereupon they killed the 

1 Reading (a-du) bi-tkalathati nafarin in place of ihalathata. 
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greater number of their footsoidiers, and recovered 
those of the captives and animals who had not 
perished in the snow, but they were very few. 
The Franks returned in the most miserable 
conditions of discomfiture and distress, thanks 
be to God and gratitude for His aid to the 
Muslims. 


A.H. 547 

(8th April, 1152, to 28th March, 1153) 

The first day of this year was Tuesday [8th 
April]. 

In Muharram word arrived from Nrir al-Dln of 
his descent upon the castle of Antartus with his 
'askar and his capture of it. Those of the Franks 
who were in it were killed, and the remainder asked 
for and were granted security for their lives. 
Having placed -a garrison in it, he withdrew and 
took possession of a number of other castles either 
by the sword, accompanied by the capture of 
prisoners, and destruction and burning, or by 
capitulation. 

News arrived from Ascalon on Thursday 10th 
Muharram (17th April) of the victory of the men 
of Ascalon over the Franks in their neighbourhood 
at Gaza, when a great number of them perished 
and the remainder fled. 

In the latter part of Safar (began 8th May), 
Mujir a.l-Din set out with the ‘askar, accompanied 
by the wazir Mu’aiyid al-Din, towards the castle 
of Bosra, and encamped before it in order to 
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its governor, Sii’kKfi, and to blockade its 
popuTation, on account of his disobedience to his 
commands and prohibitions, his tyranny and 
injustice to the population of the villages in 
Hawran, and his imposition upon them of more 
than they could bear. In order to prosecute the 
siege Mujir al-Dln called for mangonels and other 
war equipment. It happened that he proceeded 
to Sarldiad [during the siege of Bosra], in order to 
see it for himself, and having asked permission to 
this effect from its governor Mujahid al-Dln 1 
the latter replied : “ This place is under thy rule 
and I hold it on behalf of thee.” He also sent 
instructions to his son, Saif al-Dln Muhammad, 
who represented him in it, to make all preparations 
which were necessary. He received Mujir al-Dln 
with all due ceremony, coming out of the castle 
to meet him with a party of his officers and bearing 
the keys, and paying him the respect due to him, 
cleared the castle of his own men, and Mujir al-Din 
entered it with his household officers. He was 

K leased at this, and marvelled at the action of 
tujahid al-Dln, thanked him for it, and having 
presented to him the gift, of horses and precious 
objects which he had made ready for him, left him 
and returned gratefully to his camp before Bosra. 
He continued operations against it for a number of 
days, until a reconciliation was effected and the 
governor undertook to cany out his wishes, when 
he returned to Damascus. 


J Buzan, see above p. 280. 
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A.H. 548 

(29 th March, 1x53, to xyth March, 1154) 

The first day of this year was Sunday, [29th. 
March]. 

On 26th Muharram (23rd April) news arrived 
from Egypt that al-'Adil, known as Ibn al-Sallar, 
who had attained to lofty rank and whose position 
in the wazirate had become firmly established, so 
that he exercised absolute control over all functions 
of government, 1 had been assassinated in his bed 
by the son of his wife, the amir al-'Abbas. He 
had just held a council to determine the expendi¬ 
ture on the manning of the fleet, in order to equip 
it for sailing to Ascalon with provisions to streng¬ 
then its garrison with money, men, and foodstuffs 
against the Franks who were encamped before it 
and blockading it with a vast assembly and mighty 
host, so that its people- were on the verge of 
destruction, 2 and had risen from the council, 
according to his custom, to rest after his labours 
and refresh himself by a light slumber. 3 . . . 

A succession of reports arrived from Nur al-Din, 
Sultan of Alejjpo and Syria, concerning the 
strength of his resolve to assemble the ‘askars and 
Turkmens from all the provinces and cities in 
order to lead an expedition to bring destruction 
upon polytheism and rebellioix against God, and 
to bring aid to the men of Ascalon against the 

1 Literally : "his commands to release and to seize, and his decisions 
in loosing and binding were executed." 

• The wording of the original is rather confused ; I read tmhmn for 
wuhuwu in the last line of p. 319. 

* The further details of the? assassination etc,, are omitted. 
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Franks who were besieging it. They had reduced 
it to sore straits by bringing up to its assault the 
God-forsaken tower, in the midst of a great host 
(may God defend it from their malice). It became 
necessary for Mujir al-Din, lord of Damascus, to 
proceed to join Nur al-Din with the entire body of 
bis ‘askar, in order that they might support one 
another in the Holy War. Fie set out on Saturday, 
13th Muharram 1 (nth April) and joined forces 
with him in the north. An agreement was reached 
between them and all the commanders, the amirs 
of the provinces and the Turkmens, who had come 
with vast forces. 

Nur al-Din had just captured by the sword the 
castle known as Aflis,* in accordance with a decree 
ordained by God and brought to pass by His 
furtherance and expedition, though it was of 
exceeding natural strength and strongly fortified. 
The Franks and Armenians found in the castle 
were killed and the troops gained a great quantity 
of money and captives." They set out thereafter 
[in company], making for the frontier-castle of 
Banyas, and encamped before it on Saturday, 
19th Safar 3 (16th May), at a moment when it was 
emptied of its defenders and the opportunity of 
seizing it was presented. In the meantime, 
repeated summons were received from the men of 
Ascalon and appeals to Nur al-Din for aid, where¬ 
upon God decreed that strife and slaughter should 
break out between the Muslim troops, who, though 

1 So in the MS., probably by error for 14th. 

1 Identified by Dussaud ( Tcpogvaphie , p. 237) with Afls, on the road 
from Ma'arrat al-Nu 'man to Aleppo, about 20 miles N.N.E. of the. 
former. 

4 The text has 29th, but possibly in error for 26th {23rd May). 




THE DAMASCUS CHRONIC 




m 

iiM:o 


tel 


|ney numbered approximately ten thousand horse 
and foot, retired from Banvas in disorder before a 
single. Frank had struck a" blow at them or any 
Frankish troops had come up with them. They 
encamped at the camping-ground known as ai- 
A 'waj and determined to renew the siege of 
Banyas and to capture it, but thereafter they 
reverted from this decision without cause or 
reason, and parted company. Mujir al-Dln re¬ 
turned to Damascus and entered it safe and sound, 
both himself and all his men, on Monday, nth 
First Rabi' 1 ; Nur al-Dln returned to Hints and 
encamped there with his ‘askar. 

News was received of the arrival of the Egyptian 
fleet at Ascalon. The spirits of its population 
were strengthened by the money, men, and food¬ 
stuffs [brought by the fleet], and they captured a 
considerable number of the vessels of the Franks 
at sea, while these for their part did not relax 
their siege and blockade of the city and constantly 
attacked it with the aid of the tower. . . .* They 
pressed upon it with attacks both morning and 
evening, until at length the way was opened to 
them to deliver an assault upon it at a certain 
point in the city wall. Having battered it down, 
they rushed into the town, and a. great host were 
killed on both sides. Necessity and force of arms 
compelled [the men of Ascalon] to seek terms of 
surrender, which were granted to them, and all 
of them who could depart left the city and pro¬ 
ceeded by land or sea to Egypt and elsewhere. 

1 So in the text, but the tith must have been a Friday or Saturday 
{5th or 6th June); an emendation to nth Second Rabf (Monday, 
6th July) scarcely fits in with the context. 

1 A paragraph relating to internal dissensions at Damascus is omitted. 
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It is- said that in this captured frontier-city there 
were innumerable quantifies of military stores, 
moneys, provisions, and grain-stuffs. When the 
news of its fall spread throughout the country, it 
was received with grief and distress, and the 
occurrence of such an event gave cause for re¬ 
doubled anxiety—magnified by He whose irresist¬ 
ible decree cannot be withstood nor the execution 
of His foreordained command opposed. 

In Dhu'l-Qa ‘da (began 18th January, 1154) 
prices rose in Damascus owing to the absence of 
the usual grain convoys from the north, Nur al-Dln, 
lord of Aleppo, having issued orders preventing and 
prohibiting this traffic.. This measure caused great 
distress among persons of humble condition and 
the poor and weak. The price of a sack of wheat 
reached twenty-five dinars and even more. A 
large number of persons withdrew from the town, 
and they suffered such hardship, distress and 
weakness that a great many died on the roadsides, 
and the supply of provisions was cut off on all 
sides. It was said that Nur al-Din was determined 
to proceed to the siege of Damascus and hoped to 
capture it by this means, since it was difficult for 
him to break down its resistance owing to the 
strength of its sultan and the number of its troops 
and auxiliaries—we pray God for speedy release 
from distress and to look upon His creatures with 
compassion and mercy, as He hath ever shown 
goodness and bounty to them in the past. 
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A.H. 549 

(x8 fh March, 1154, to 6th March , 1155) 

The first day of this year was Wednesday 
[17th March]. 

Between the nth and 20th of Muharram the 
amir and isfahsallar Asad al-Din Sliirkuh reached 
the outskirts of Damascus as envoy from Nur 
al-Din, lord of Aleppo. He encamped by al-Qasab 
in the Mar j with a body of troops numbering about 
a thousand. This action was resented and caused 
a feeling of hostility towards him; Mujir al-Din 
would not go out to receive him and refused to 
associate with him. Correspondence was ex¬ 
changed as circumstances required, but resulted 
neither in the establishment of concord nor in any 
satisfactory arrangement. 

The price of provisions rose owing .to the 
interruption of the grain-convoys, and Nur al-Din 
arrived with his ‘askar to join Shirkuh on Sunday, 
3rd Safar (i<8th April). He encamped at ‘ Uyun 
al-Fasariya. by Duma, and on the folio wing day 
moved and halted on the lands of the estate known 
as Bait al-Abar, 1 in the Ghuta. He advanced on 
the city from the east, and a large body of it. 
troops and armed bands went out to oppose them. 
Some fighting took place between them, after 
which each party returned to its own quarters, 
but Nur al-Din renewed the attack day after day. 
On Sunday, 10th Safar (25th April), by virtue of the 


' ^ Located by Dussaud {Typographic, 312) immediately to the E. and 
S..E, of the city. 
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and for the good fortune of the king Nur al-Dln, 
and the people of Damascus, and all men together, 
Nur ai-Din, having mustered his troops and made 
preparations for a vigorous attack, advanced early 
in the morning. The 'askar of Damascus went out 
against him as usual and fighting began between 
them. Nur al-Din's troops then attacked from 
the east, at a number of points, and the Damas¬ 
cenes fell back before them until they were close up 
to the wall at the Gate of Kaisan 1 and the tannery 
to the south of the city. Owing to the bad 
management of the authorities and the fore¬ 
ordained decrees, there was not a breathing soul, 
either of troops or townsmen, upon the wall, save 
for a negligible handful of Turks, whose resistance 
could be discounted, on one of the towers. One 2 
of the footsoldiers went forward to the wall, upon 
which there was a Jewish woman, who let down a 
rope to him. He climbed up and obtained a footing 
on the wall, unperccived by any, and was followed 
by a number of others. Nur al-Din’s troops then 
hoisted a standard, and planting it on the wall 
shouted Ya Mansur, 3 whereupon the troops and 
citizens ceased to make further resistance owing 
to the affection which they entertained for Nur 
al-Din, and his justice and good reputation. One 
of the woodcutters hastened with his axe to the 
East Gate and broke its bolts ; the gate was 
thrown open, and Nur al-Din’s 'askar entered by it 
with ease and confidence, and proceeded swiftly 
through the main streets. Not one man put up 

At tlie S.E. angle of the wall, in the Jewish quarter. 

* Read ba\\u for ba 'da. 

4 Literally “ O victorious one.” 
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any resistance to their advance. The Thomas 
Gate 1 also was opened, and the troops entered 
through it. Thereafter, Nfir al-Din himself and his 
domestic officers entered the city, to the, joy of all 
the people, troops and 'askaris, because of their 
sufferings from famine, the high cost of food, 
and fear of being besieged by the Frankish 
infidels. 

Mujir al-Din, perceiving that he was overborne 
and mastered, fled with his domestic officers to the 
citadel. A message was sent to him, with a guaran¬ 
tee of security for his life and property, whereupon 
he went out to Nur al-Din, who reassured him and 
promised him favourable treatment, and himself 
entered the citadel on the Sunday already men¬ 
tioned. He at once gave orders to proclaim an 
amnesty to the citizens and to prevent any of 
their houses from being plundered. A number of 
the baser sort and the rabble hastened to the 
'Ali market and other markets, and rioted and 
plundered, but the lord the king Nur al-Din sent 
to the citizens that which restored their tranquillity 
and removed their apprehensions. Mujir al-Din 
removed all his possessions from his residences in 
the citadel, and all his treasuries of money, 
weapons, and furnishings, notwithstanding their 
quantity, to the Palace of the Atabek, the residence 
of his grandfather, where he stayed for some days. 
Nur al-Din then gave him instructions to move to 
Hims, with all those of his intimates and followers' 
who desired to remain with him. A diploma had 
previously been made out by Nur al-Din assigning 
a number of the districts of Hims to him and his 

1 Ija the N.E. wall, leading into the Christian quarter. 
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Jrobps as territorial holdings, and he set out thither 
according to the foreordained decision [of God]. 

On the day after the morrow of that day, the 
leading citizens amongst the jurists and merchants 
were summoned and addressed in terms which 
added to their satisfaction and joy, and a benefi¬ 
cent attention was given to measures which would 
promote their wellbeing and bring realization of 
their hopes, whereupon manifold blessings were 
invoked and praises bestowed upon him and thanks 
given to God for the disposition with which He 
had endowed him. This was followed by the 
abolition of the duties on the melon market and the 
vegetable market, and of the farming-out of the 
canals ; the decree to that effect was drawn up and 
was read from the pulpit after the Friday prayers, 
and the people rejoiced at this earnest of better 
times, and husbandmen, cultivators, women, 1 and 
journeymen raised their voices openly in prayer to 
God to giant him length of days and to give victory 
to him and to his standards. 

In the last days of Muharram (middle of April) 
of this year the report arrived from Mardln of the 
death of its lord, the amir Husam al-Din [Timur- 
tasli] son of 11 -Ghazi b. Ortiiq (God’s mercy upon 
him), on' ist Muharram. He was possessed not 
only of nobility of station among the. Turkmens, 
but also of sagacity and affection for men both of 
religious and profane learning, and was distin¬ 
guished among his peers by the excellence of his 
character. 

During First Jumada (began 14th July), word 

1 s? the text, but al-huram is perhaps an error for [M al-Umif, 

“ artisans. . J J 
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.Was received from Egypt that a considerable 
number of Frankish vessels from Sicily had sailed 
up to the city of Tinnis while its inhabitants were 
off their guard, and had made an assault upon it, 
killed, captured, enslaved, and plundered, and 
retired with their booty three days later, leaving 
the place derelict. Later on those who had fled, 
from it by sea after the disaster, and those who bad 
escaped and concealed themselves, made their way 
back. There was general distress on hearing this 
abhorrent news. 

A.H. 550 

(yth March, 1155, to 24th February, 1156) 

The first day of this year was Monday [7th 
March]. 

On 24th First RabI' (28th May) terms of truce 
were agreed upon between , al-Malik al-‘AdiI A 
Nur al-Din, lord of Damascus, and the king of the 
Franks for the space of one year, and the conven¬ 
tion remained in force upon these terms until the 
expiry of the specified period. 

A few days later a royal command was issued 
by Nur al-Din to arrest Dahhak, the governor of 
Ba 'albek. He demanded of him the surrender of 
the city, and on his consenting to do so the 
victorious 'askar set out to take it over. It was 
surrendered on Thursday, 7th Second RabI' 2 

» " The Just King/’ This is the first appearance in Syria of this type 
of semi-royal title, which apparently originated in Egypt some years 
earlier as the title of the omnipotent wazlrs, and was subsequently used 
by all the AiyQbid and Mamifik sultans. 

» The text has First RabI*, which conflicts with the date given above. 
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(9tk June), and Nur al-Din entrusted its govern¬ 
ment and defence to the officer who received its 
. surrender. 

During Sira ‘ban (began 30th September) , news 
arrived from Egypt that the holder of the wazirate, 
the Knight of' Islam, Ibn Ruzzik, when he had 
established his authority, determined to come to 
terms with the Franks and make peace with them,- 
and to induce them to withhold their malevolence 
by a bribe of money to be paid to them from the 
Treasury and from a tax levied on the revenues of 
the fiefs, held by the commanders of the territorial 
forces. When, however, he took counsel of the 
latter in regard to this, they were, indignant and 
rejected his proposal with horror, and determined 
to depose him and set up in his place a person in 
whom they had confidence. They chose a com¬ 
mander known as the amir —--, l who was 

noted for gallantry, courage, and capacity for 
government, and approval was given to the 
appointment of a naval officer distinguished by his 
energy and of proved insight in naval operations 
to command the Egyptian fleet:. This man 
selected a company of seamen who spoke the 
Frankish tongue, dressed them in Frankish dress, 
and sent them forth on a number of vessels belong¬ 
ing to the fleet. He himself went out to sea to 
investigate, various places and hiding-plapes and 
the routes usually. taken by the vessels of the 
Greeks, and to obtain information about them. 
Thereafter he repaired to the harbour of Tyre, on 
information which had come to him that there 
was a large Greek polacca there with many men 

1 lacuna in the text. 






THE DAMASCUS CHRON 



%nd a great quantity of ricW.es. He made an 
assault upon it, seized it, killed those who were m 
it and took possession of its contents. After 
staving for three days, he burned the vessel and 
went out to sea again, where he captured some 
vessels with Frankish pilgrims, and having s am 
taken prisoner, and plundered, returned to Egypt 
with his booty and his captives. , f 

In the month aforementioned, news armed Irom 
Aleppo of the outbreak of strife between the sons 
of the king Mas ‘lid [son of Oilij Arslan] after his 
death, the sons of Qutulmish and the sons of 
Qilii Arslan, 1 and that al-Malik al- Adil Niu 
al-Din lord of Damascus and Aleppo, intervened 
between them in order to promote peace and 
reconciliation and to warn them agamst a dispute 
which would strengthen their Greek and I fankish 
enemies and embolden them to attack the ^ushm 
fortresses. He put out all his efforts to t hu, end 
with admirable mediation and lavish gifts anj 
gratifications, and peace was restored between 

^In the month of Ramadan (began 9tit October), 
further news arrived that al-Malik al- Add Nur 
al-DIn had descended with his ‘a.skar upoii the 
territories belonging to the King Qdij Arslan,' son 
of the King Mas ‘ud [b Qilij-Arsl 3 nl b. Sufaiman 
b. Qutulmish, king, of Qumya and the. neigh boui 
ing lands, and had captured a number of its castles 
and fortresses by the sword and by capitulation. 
The king Qilij Arslan and his two brothers. 


1588/1192- 
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Dhu’l-Nun anti Diilab (?), were engaged in warfare 
with the sons of al-D3aishmand. It fell out that 
the sons of the King Mas 'ud were sustained with 
Divine aid against the sons of al-Danishmand and 
granted victory over their forces in a battle fought 
near a place known as Aqsara in Sha ‘ban 550 
(began 30th September). When Qilij Arslan 
returned and learned of the action "of al-Malik 
al-'Adil Nur al-Din in his lands, he considered 
it a detestable outrage in view of the treaty terms, 
truce, and marriage relations which existed be¬ 
tween them, and wrote letters to him in a tone of 
censure, reprobation, menaces and threats. Nur 
al-Din replied to him with polite excuses and 
smooth words, and the situation between them 
remained unchanged on this footing. 



A.II. 551 

(25 th February, 1x56, to 12th February, 1157) 

The first day of this year was Friday [24th 
February]. 

After the arrival of the pilgrims [from Mecca] 
■on Friday 6th Safar (30th March), al-Malik al- 
'Adil Nur al-Din set out towards Aleppo with a 
portion of his 'askar -on Tuesday 24th Safar 
(17th April), on receipt of news of the plundering 
and devastation wrought by the Franks in the 
districts of Aleppo. He was met on the way by a 
courier bringing the glad tidings of the victory of 
his ‘askar at Aleppo over the Franks who were 
ravaging near Harim, and their slaughter and 
capture of a number of them. There arrived along 
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with the courier a considerable number of heads oi' 
these Franks, and they were carried in procession 
round Damascus. 

On the eve of Thursday, 9th Sha ‘ban 551, 
corresponding to 27th September, and at the 
second hour thereof, there befel a mighty quaking 
of the earth. . . . This quaking was repeated on 
the eve of Wednesday 22nd Sha ‘ban (10th 
October), and similar shocks took place both before 
and after. . . . News arrived from Aleppo and 
Hamah of the destruction of many places and the 
collapse of one of the bastions of Afamiva in these 
terrible earthquakes. . . . Further shocks took 
place during Ramadan and Shawwal, 1 too many to 
be recorded. God Most High averted from Damas¬ 
cus and its environs the consequences which the 
people dreaded from the frequence aud persistence 
of this quaking, out of His compassion and mercy 
towards them (to Him be the praise and thanks), 
but reports were received from Aleppo of the 
multitude of shocks there and the destruction of 
some of its dwellings. As for * Shaizar, the greater 
number of its houses fell down upon their inhabi¬ 
tants, so that a large number of them were killed, 
and at Kafr Tab the population took to flight in 
fear of their lives. The same was reported from 
Hamah, but it was not learned what happened in 
the other cities of Syria on this signal manifesta¬ 
tion of the Divine power. 

On Wednesday 21st Ramadan (114th November) 
the king Nur al-Din (God increase him victorious) 
returned to his city of Damascus from Aleppo and 

1 The detailed account of many of tjh.e*se shocks is omitted.- 

* Reading ’amma for 
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the provinces of Syria, after investigating and 
regulating their affairs, and safe and sound in 
person and host, after the establishment of friendly 
relations between him and the son of sultan 
Mas 'ild and lord of Qiiniya, and the settlement of 
the conflict which had broken out between them. 

During Shawwal (began 17th. November) terms 
of agreement and truce were agreed upon between 
him and the king of the Franks for the period of 
one full year beginning from Sha 'ban (began 
19th September), it being stipulated that the 
tribute paid to them from Damascus should be 
eight thousand dinars of Tyre. The protocol of 
agreement was written down to this effect, after it 
had been confirmed by binding oaths. 

In Sha ‘ban news was received from Egypt of 
the scarcity and rise in the prices of grain there and 
the great distress caused thereby to the weak and 
poor and others. The governor issued orders 
couched in emphatic terms to the husbandmen and 
to those who were holding up large stocks of grain 
to sell what was surplus to their own- food require- 
. merits to those who had little and were in need. 
Nevertheless, and notwithstanding the reported 
sufficiency of the Nile floods during this year, 
conditions tended only to become increasingly 
worse. 

During the last ten days of Dhu’l-Hijja (3rd to 
12th February), the Frankish infidels treacherously 
broke the terms of the armistice and treaty which 
had been concluded, by reason of the arrival of a 
considerable number of Franks by sea and the 
strengthening of their military force thereby. They 
marched to the district of at-Sha Ta, in the neigh- 
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bourhood of Banyas, where there were assembled 
at the time the grazing horses of the ‘askarfS and 
of the citizens, the beasts of burden of. the peasan¬ 
try of the villages, and the animals of the mer¬ 
chants and Arab cultivators, 1 in all a vast number 
beyond computation, on account of the need of 
pasturing them there and their reliance on the 
armistice which had been concluded by agreement. 
It happened that there was some neglect on the 
part of the Turks who were charged with then- 
protection, and the Franks seized the opportunity, 
drove off all that they found, and robbed their 
owners of them, not to speak of the Turkmens and 
others whom they took captive. So they returned 
victorious, booty-laden, and sinning 2 —may God 
in His wisdom take upon Himself the punishment 
of them and the reversal of fortune against them, 

“ for to Him is that not difficult.” 


A.H. 552 

(x^th February, 1157, to 1st February, 1158) 

The first day of this year was Wednesday 
[13th February]. 

On the eve of Wednesday, 19th Safar 3 (3rd April), 
there was a great earthquake shock just about 
dawn . . . followed by another on the eve of the 
Thursday following . . . and another after the 
congregational prayer of the Friday following. A 

1 Abfi Sharna (IV, 84), reads " Arabs and cultivators.” 
a Abu Sharna (l.c.) reads dniinln , "unmolested,” instead of athimin, 

* Either the day of the week or the date must be wrong; this 
Wednesday was probably 15th Safar. 
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series of reports was received from the north 
relating the terrible effects of these earthquake 
shocks, both the earlier and the latter ones, in the 
city of Shaizar, Hamah, Kafr Tab, Afamiva, and 
the neighbourhood as far as places in the province 
of Aleppo. 

At the same time a number of envoys came to 
Nur al-Din from the lords of the provincial cities, 
castles, and districts to make preparations for an 
immediate attack upon the accursed enemies of 
God and the raiding of those who were opposed to 
him of the infidel antagonists, the sowers of 
disorder in the lands and breakers of their solemn 
oaths to maintain friendly and peaceful relations. 
Thereupon the lord Nur al-Din gave orders to 
decorate the city in rejoicing at these circumstances 
and himself did on this occasion what it had never 
been the custom to do in the days of former 
governors. He commanded that the citadel and 
royal residence should be decorated by adorning 
their walls with weapons of war, such as cuirasses, 
breast-plates, shields, swords, spears, Frankish 
bucklers, lances, banners, flags, kettledrums, 
trumpets, and various kinds of instruments of 
music. Troops, citizens, and strangers all pressed 
to view this sight and expressed their admiration 
of the spectacle, which lasted for seven days — 
may God couple this with furtherance ana success 
and the realization of the hopes for the abandon ¬ 
ment of the lying and misguided infidels, by His 
goodness and bounty. 

On Tuesday, 3rd First ’Rabi' b (16H1 April) the 

1 The text here has 13th and in the next paragraph 12th, which 
conflict with the elates given below. 
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1^1 U l a, Din . ( G od prolong his days) set; out for 

+1 ° rder f • mVeS ' hgate its condition and 
attend to the organization of the garrison troops 

r 3 c V, r 1 ? rts al ®° re ached him from Hims and 
daman of the raiding of the accursed Franks upon 
those districts and of their setting their haiidl to 
plundering and. disorder therein—may God grant ' 
a good reversal of fortune |ainsf th^ Md 
speedily bring destruction upon them 

On Monday 2nd First Rabl‘ (15th April) 
Zam al-Hujjaj (God bestow upon/him safety) set 
out to proceed to Egypt as envoy from thd lord' 
order to present to the governor 
there the letter which he carried with him. He 

was accompanied also by the envoy who had come 
trom Egypt. 

On Sunday, 15th First Rabi' (28th April) the 
messenger, of good tidings arrived from the 

a - s al ' Ma ’ with the news that 
Numat al-Dm Amir-Miran, 1 on receiving informa- 
uon that the accursed Franks had dispatched a 
numerous and well-equipped squadron of their best 
warriors to Banyas to hold it and to strengthen it 
with weapons and money, had hastily marched out 
Wlth the wretorious ‘askar. It was 
tbey : Seven hund red horsemen- 

N Inf tl 5? mplarS * a P ar1: from foot-soldiers 
JSusrat al-Dm came up with them before they 

reached Banyas, but after its defenders had gone 
out to join them, and he inflicted a crushing defeat 
upon them. He had placed some of his stoutest 


The brother, of Nfir al-Din, 

1 A l-isbitarlya waUsarjundiya wad-dawlya. 
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Turks in ambushes at various points, and when the 
battle began between them, and the Muslims 
chanced to retire before the Franks in the first 
round, the men in ambush came out against them, 
and God sent down His aid upon the Muslimsand 
withdrew it from the polytheists. The whetted 
swords were given power over their heads and 
necks with the terrible blows of destiny and death, 
the unerring lances and severing arrows seized 
upon their bodies, so that none of them escaped, 
save a few of those whom destiny had respited and 
to whose hearts fear had given wings. There was 
scarce a man in the whole company hut was killed, 
or wounded, or despoiled, or taken captive or left 
abandoned on the ground, and there fell into the 
hands of the Muslims an uncountable booty in 
their horses, weapons, beasts, moneys and docu¬ 
ments 1 and in the number of them taken prisoner 
and the heads of their slain. The main body of 
their footsoldiers, consisting of Franks and of the 
Muslims of the Jabal ‘amila who had attached 
themselves to them, were wiped out by the sword. 
This battle took place bn Friday, 13th First Rabi‘ 
(26th April), and the prisoners, with the heads of 
the slain and the [captured] equipment, reached 
the capital on the Monday following. They were 
taken in procession round'the city, when a great 
host and vast multitude assembled to see them, 
and it was a gratifying public holiday, whereat 
the hearts of the Believers and the bands of the 
Muslims were rejoiced. This was a recompense 
from God (exalted be His- name) for the evildoing 

1 This is the usual meaning of qaydtls, but it may also mean she- 
camels and a number of other objects. 
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of the polytheists, for their shamelessness. in 
violating their oaths to observe the armistice with 
the lord Nur al-Din and breaking their agreement to 
maintain peace, and their raid upon the horses at 
pasture and the cattle of the merchants and culti¬ 
vators who had been constrained to seek the 
pasturage in al-Sha 'ra, trusting to the security 
offered by the armistice and misled by the con¬ 
firmation of the treaty of amity. A party of the 
prisoners taken from the polytheists were sent to 
the lord Nor al-Din at Ba ‘albek and he gave orders 
for their execution without respite—this is a 
humiliation for them in the present life, and in the 
life to come they shall have bitter chastisement, 
“ and those who have done unjustly shall know 
with what reversal they shall be reversed.” 1 
This brilliant victory was followed by a second 
joyful report from Asad al-Din [Shrrkuh], that a 
large number of the warriors of the Turkmens had 
joined.with him, and that he had been victorious 
over a considerable squadron of the polytheists, 
which came out from their castles in the north. 
They were put to flight and the Turkmens des¬ 
poiled all those of them whom they seized. 
Thereafter Asad al-Din arrived at Ba ! albek with 
the ‘askar composed of the leaders and fighting 
mem of the Turkmens, who had come in large 
numbers and a vast host to engage in the Holy 
War against the polytheists, the enemies of God. 
He met al-Malik al-'Adil Nur al-Din on Tuesday - 
25th First Kabi‘, when the decision was taken to 
proceed to the territories of the polytheists in order 
to subjugate them and to carry out the obligation 

1 Qur'an, XXVIII, 225. n The text has Monday. 
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of the Raid and the Holy War against their 
inhabitants, and to make a beginning by descend¬ 
ing on Banyas and blockading it and endeavouring 
to capture it—may God further this by His grace 
and hasten its fulfilment by His aid ! 1 

On Thursday, 27th First Rabi‘ (2nd May) Nur 
al Din arrived in his capital in order to arrange for 
the issue of weapons and the despatch of them to 
the ‘askar. After a stay of a few days he set out 
at once to join the assembled squadrons of the 
Turkmens and Arabs, to engage in the Holy War 
with the infidel antagonists. Immediately on his 
arrival he proceeded to. carry out the business on 
which he had come. He gave orders to dispatch 
what mangonels and weapons were required to the 
victorious ‘askar and 2 3 to make proclamation in 
the city calling upon those who had undertaken to 
engage in the Holy War and upon the volunteer 
bands from both the men of the city and strangers 
to equip themselves and prepare to wage a struggle 
with the Franks, the upholders of polytheism and 
heresy. He himself made haste to set out at once 
to the victorious ‘askar, pressing on his journey 
without hesitation or delay, on Saturday, the last 
day of First Rabf, and he was followed up by 
a vast multitude, imposing in its numbers, of 
armed bands, volunteers, religious teachers, Sufis, 
and pious devotees. 

On the following Saturday, 7th Second Rabl‘ 
If8th May), and after the descent of al-Malik al- 
‘Adil Nur al-Din upon Banyas with his ‘askar and 

1 Similar expressions -occur at intervals below, and have generally 

been omitted without remark. 

3 Heading wa before bi’n-nidci’i. 
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:|§s siege of it with catapults, a carrier-pigeon, 
arrived from the victorious 'askar in the outskirts 
of- Banyas with a letter publishing news of the 
arrival of a courier from Asad al-Din’s camp with 
the Turkmens and Arabs at Hunin", 1 bringing a 
report to the'following effect. The Franks (God 
forsake them) dispatched a troop of their principal 
leaders and warriors, numbering more than a 
hundred horse exclusive of followers, in order to 
fall upon this party, imagining that they were only 
a handful of men and not kno wing that they were 
some thousands strong. When the Franks ap¬ 
proached them, the Muslims leapt towards them 
as lions to their prey and overwhelmed them with 
slaughter, capture, and spoliation, and none but a 
few of them escaped. The prisoners, the heads of 
the slain, and their equipment of choice horses, 
bucklers, and lances arrived at the city on the 
Monday following the date mentioned, and were 
paraded through it, whereupon all hearts were 
rejoiced and multiplied thanks to God for this 
further bounty' granted in succession to the 
previous one—may He hasten their destruction 
and overthrow. This mark of Divine favour was 
followed by the arrival of a carrier-pigeon from the 
camp at Banyas on'Tuesday, the morrow of that 
day, announcing the. capture of the city of Banyas 
by the sword after four hours 2 had passed of this 
.same Tuesday, when, the sap having been finished 
and fire thrown into it, the tower which had been 
undermined fell down, the troops forced their way 

» The site of the later Castellum Novum, at the junction of the 
northern road from Safad and the cross-road from Tibnin to Baay&s. 

• i.e., ft-ono, sunrise. 
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in through the gap, plied the sword in slaying its 
inhabitants and plundered its contents. Those who 
escaped fled to the citadel, but the siege of them 
was still proceeding and their capture would not 
long be delayed by the favour of God Most High — 
may God further it and bring it speedily to pass. 

It befel thereafter, in accordance with the fore¬ 
ordained decrees, that the Franks assembled 
together'from their fortresses, with the determina¬ 
tion to rescue Humphrey, 1 lord of Banyas, and his 
Frankish companions who were besieged along 
with him in the citadel of Banyas. These for their 
part had come to the verge of destruction and had 
exerted themselves to obtain terms of capitulation 
from the lord Nur al-Dm, offering to surrender 
what .they still held of the citadel and all its 
contents, if they might be released in safety, but 
he would not consent to their request and desire. 
When the king of the Franks arrived from the 
direction of the mountain with his host of horse 
and foot, taking by surprise the two armies, that 
which was encamped® before Banyas to besiege 
it, and that which was holding the road in order to 
prevent access to it, policy necessitated their with¬ 
drawal from thence and the Franks reached the 
fortress and relieved 8 those who were holding it. 
When, however, they saw that the wall of Banyas 
and the dwelling of its inhabitants were entirely in 
ruins they despaired,of rebuilding it after such 
destruction. This was in the last ten days of 
Latter Rabi‘ (12th to 20th June). 


■ (U-hmufri. 

' Reading an-nazili for an-nazilaini (cf, IV, 88). 

1 Reading isiakhlasi?. 
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On Wednesday; 9th First Jumacla (19th June), 
the pigeons arrived with letters from the carup of 
Nur al-Din conveying information that al-Malik 
al-‘Adil Nur al-Din, learning that the camp of the 
Frankish infidels was at al-Mailaha, 1 between 
Tiberias and Banyas, set out with his victorious 
‘askar of Turks and Arabs and inarched with all 
speed. When he was almost upon them and they, 
taken by surprise, 8 saw his standards overshadow¬ 
ing them, they made speed to don their armour 
and to mount, and dividing into four detachments 
they charged upon the Muslims. Thereupon the 
king Nur al-Din dismounted and his stout .warriors 
dismounted with him, and they smote them with 
arrows and spears, so that in less time than it. takes 
to tell it, their feet slipped with them and death 
and destruction overwhelmed them. God, the 
Mighty, the Omnipotent, sent down His aid upon 
His faithful followers and His abandonment upon 
the stiff-necked infidels ; we overpowered their 
horsemen with slaughter and captivity, and the 
swords extirpated their footsoldiers. They were a 
great number and a vast assembly, but none of 
them escaped, according to the report of a reliable 
informant, save ten men whom destiny had respited 
and to whose hearts fear had lent wings. It was 
said that their king (God curse them) was amongst 
them, and it was said that he was one of the slain, 
but no information was obtained concerning him, 
though a vigorous search was made for him. Of 
the ‘askar of Islam there were lost none but two 
men, one of whom was a noted warrior, who had 

* Close to the N.W. comer of Lake Hulah, 

* Reading gh&rruna. 
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slain four of the infidel braves, and was himself 
slain at the arrival of his destined hour, the other 
an unknown stranger. Each of them passed away 
a martyr, rewarded and recompensed (God’s mercy 
upon them). The hands of the 'askaris were filled 
with an innumerable quantity of the horses, 
equipment, beasts, and baggage furniture of the 
Franks, and their church with its famous apparatus 
came into the hands of the king Nur al-Dln. This 
was a mighty conquest and manifest aid from God, 
the Powerful, the Giver of victory—may God 
increase thereby the might of Islam and abase 
polytheism and its faction. 

The prisoners and the heads of the slain reached 
Damascus on the Monday following the date of the 
victory. They had set the Frankish horsemen in 
pairs upon camels, each pair being accompanied 
by one of their standards unfurled, to which were 
attached a number of skins of their heads with 
their hair. Their leaders and the commanders of 
their fortresses and provinces were set each one 
upon a horse, each wearing his coat of mail and 
helmet and with a standard in his hand, while the 
footsoldiers—serjeants and Turcopoles 1 —were 
roped together in threes or fours or fewer or more. 
An uncountable number of the townsfolk—old 
men, young men, women, and children—came out 
to see what God (exalted is His Name) had granted 
to the whole body of Muslims in this brilliant 
victory, and they multiplied their praises and 
glorification to God, and their fervent prayers for 
at-Malik al-‘Adil Nur al-Dm, their defender and 
protector. 

1 ad-dztrkubiiliya. 
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Nur al-DTn now set about delivering an attack 
upon their territories in order to take possession of 
them and subjugate them (may God aid and 
support him therein by His grace and favour). 
On Thursday, 25th First Jumada (4th July) . . . 
and on the "eve of Sunday, 4th Latter Jumada 
(14th July) repeated earthquake shocks occurred. 1 
Reports arrived from the north that these earth¬ 
quakes were felt in Aleppo and likewise in Hi ms 
with a violence which terrified and distressed their 
inhabitants, and that-several places were destroyed 
in them, and in Hamah, Kalr lab, and Afamiya. 
Amongst the places destroyed were some which 
had been rebuilt after their destruction in the 
former earthquakes. It was reported also from 
Taima 2 that these earthquakes had done terrible 
damage to its dwellings. 

Between the nth and 20th of Latter Jumada a 
series of reports were received of the arrival of 
[Oilij Arslan] the son of Sultan Mas ‘ud, 3 with a 
great host in order to besiege Antioch. The 
circumstances made necessary the establishment 
of an armistice, between al-Malik al-'Adil Nur 
al-DIn and the King of the Franks, and letters 
passed to and fro between them with proposals 
and disputations, so that the matter went amiss 
and failed to lead to the desired conclusion of 
peace and a satisfactory and successful formula.' 
Al-Malik al-'Adil (God increase him victorious) 
arrived with a portion of his ‘askar at the seat of 
his authority on Saturday, 25th Latter Jumada 


Details omitted. Further shocks are recorded below during Rajab 
(An gust). 

2 "On the northern slopes of the Jabal Druz. 
a See above p. 324. 
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(3rd August), and kept the remainder of his ‘askar 
and Ills' officers, together with the Arabs, in the 
field, opposite the provinces of the polytheists 
(God forsake them). On Sunday, 3rd Rajab 
(nth August) he set out towards Aleppo and its 
districts in order to make a tour of inspection of 
them and supervise their defence, since the poly¬ 
theists had ravaged them and the troops of the 
long Ibn Mas 'ud were in their immediate neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

[After renewed earthquake shocks in the month 
of Rajab] reports arrived from the north with the 
horrifying and ■ disquieting news that Hamah, 
together with its citadel and all its houses and 
dwellings, had fallen down upon the heads of its 
inhabitants—old men, young men, children and 
women, a large number and vast assembly of 
souls—so that none escaped, save the merest 
handful. As for Shaizar, its suburb escaped, 
except for what had been destroyed earlier, but 
its famous castle fell down upon its governor, 
Taj al-Dawla, son of Abu’l-'asakir ibn Munqidh 
(God’s mercy upon him), and his followers, save 
for a few who were without. At HimS, the popula¬ 
tion had fled in panic from the town to its outskirts 
and themsel ves escaped, while their dwellings and 
the citadel were destroyed. At Aleppo some of the 
buildings were destroyed, and its people left the 
town. As for the more distant castles and for¬ 
tresses as far as Jabala and Jubail, the earthquakes 
produced hideous effects 011 them ; Salamfya was 
ruined and all the places in succession therefrom 
as far as al-Rahba and its neighbourhood. Had 
not the mercy and goodness of God overtaken His 
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creatures and the cities, there would have been a 
terrible disaster, and a serious and distressing 
situation. 1 

At the beginning of Dhu’l-Qa 'da (began- 5th 
December) news was received from Hims of the 
death of its governor, the atnir entitled Salah 
al-Din [al-Yaghisiyani], In his youth he enjoyed 
high favour in the service of Tmad al-Dln Atabek 
ZankI, lord of Aleppo and .Syria (God’s mercy upon 
him), and gained advancement with him by reason 
of his loyalty, his capacity, trustworthiness in 
acting on his behalf, and sureness of judgment. 
When he was stricken in years, his strength left 
him and forced him to give up active pursuits 
except for riding on horseback. Subsequently he 
was compelled of necessity to travel in a litter to 
settle affairs and inspect his districts, but down to 
the time of his death he, suffered no diminution of 
bodily senses and intelligence with which fault 
could be found. He was succeeded in his rank and 
office by his sons. 

Mention has already been made of the departure 
of al-Malik al-'Adil Nur al-Din from Damascus 
with his troops towards the cities of Syria, on 
.receipt of news that the factions of the Franks 
(God forsake them) were assembling together and 
proceeding against them, being emboldened to 
attack them by reason of the continuous earth¬ 
quakes and shocks which had afflicted them and 
of the destruction wrought amongst the castles, 
citadels, and dwellings in their districts and 
marches.. [Nur al-Din therefore took measures] to 

1 Further shocks are related during Ramadan and Shawwal (October 
to November), v/hich were especially severe in Aleppo and Hamah. 
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pmt'ect and defend them and to bring solace to 
those of the men of Hints, Shaizar, Kafr Tab, 
Hamah and elsewhere who had escaped with their 
lives, whereupon there assembled to join him a 
great host and vast numbers of men from the 
fortresses and provincial cities and from the 
Turkmens. He encamped with them in exceeding 
force opposite the army of the Franks in the 
neighbourhood of Antioch, and encompassed them 
so that not one horseman of theirs could set out 
to make a raid. 

A few days after the beginning of Ramadan of 
the year 552 (began 7th October, 1157) al-Malik 
al-'Adil Nur al~l)in contracted a severe illness. 
When it grew worse and he feared that it might 
prove fatal, he summoned his brother Nusrat 
al-Dm Amir Miran and Asad al-Dln Shirk uh and 
the principal amirs and commanders, and coun¬ 
selled them in accordance with what he judged to 
be necessary and most advantageous. He gave 
them instructions that his brother Nusrat al-Dln 
should occupy his place after his death and fill 
the gap of his loss, owing to his reputation for 
gallantry and vigour, and that he should stay at 
Aleppo, and that Asad al-Dm should hold Damascus 
as the lieutenant of Nusrat al-Dln, and swore them 
all to the observance of these conditions. When 
this, agreement had been confirmed, his illness 
became aggravated, and he set out in a litter for 
Aleppo and took up his quarters in the citadel. 
Asad ai-Din proceeded to Damascus, in order to 
protect its territories from the ravages of the 
Franks and to attack the territories of the accursed, 
in the latter part of Shawwal (ended 4th December). 
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A succession of alarming rumours was received 
after this concerning the king Nur al-Din and 
there was general perturbation and anxiety; the 
armies of the • Muslims dispersed, the provinces 
were thrown into confusion, and the Franks were 
emboldened. They proceeded to the town of 
Shaizar, entered it by assault, and slew, took 
prisoner, and plundered. There assembled from 
various parts a great host of the men of the Isma- 
'lllya amongst others, and these defeated the 
Franks,'slew a number of them, and drove them 
out of Shaizar. 

It fell out that when Nusrat al-Din arrived at 
Aleppo, the governor of the citadel, Majd .al-Din 
[Ibn al-Daya], closed the gates in his face and 
refused to obey him. The to wn bands of Aleppo, 
however, rose and saying “ This is our governor 
and king after his brother,” marched to the gate of 
the city with their weapons and broke its locks, and 
Nusrat al-Din entered with his troops and occupied 
the town. The men of the town bands gave vent 
to reproaches, upbraiding, and threats against the 
governor of the citadel, and made a number of 
proposals to Nusrat al-Din, amongst them being 
the revival of their custom of inserting in the call 
to prayer the phrases “Hither to the best of 
works,” and “ Muhammad and ‘ All are .the best of 
mankind.” 1 He consented to their requests and 
gave them fair words and promises, and took up 
residence in his own house. The governor of the 
citadel then sent to Nusrat al-Din and the men of 
Aleppo saying : “ Our master al-Malik al-'Adil 

1 Both were Shi ‘ite formulas, which were in use under the Fadrnids, 
and -had been abolished by Nur al-Din a few-years before. 
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Nur 1-Din is himself alive and conscious in lus 
illne', and there was no necessity to do that which 
has een done/' According to another account, 
the lame in this matter rests upon the governor. 
Seen y was preserved, and a number ot persons 
were admitted to the citadel and saw Nur ah Dm 
aim and with full understanding of wliat he said 
and what was said to him. He disapproved oi 
wha had happened and said: 1 his time I 

excise the town bands for their mistaken judg- 
men: and do not blame them for their slip, since 
their only desire was to safeguard the interests ot 
my orotlier and my appointed successor." 

'Reports and. good tidings were subsequently 
spread abroad throughout the countries of the 
restoration to health of the king Nur al-Din, and 
the hearts and souls of all men were cheered and 
reioiced after the alarm, anxiety, and distress 
which they had felt. His health continued to 
improve, and attention was now turned to corres¬ 
pondence with the commanders summoning them 
to resume the Holy War against the acc used. 
N us rat al-Din had in the meantime been appointed 
governor of the city of Harran and its dependen¬ 
cies, 1 and had set out thither. , . _. , 

When confirmation reached Asad al-Dm ^ at 
Damascus of the reports conveying the glad 
tidings of the recovery of ai-Malik al- Adil JNur 
al-Din and of his, determination to summon the 
armies of Islam to engage in the Holy War against 
the enemies of God and those who were on cam¬ 
paign in Syria, 3 he made haste to set out from 


i Reading wamii ’ndtfa (' ilaikU ) for wa'udlja (jet. IV,. * 4 )- 

t < Syria 'here, as always in this text, denoting the province oi Aleppo. 


THE DAMASCUS CHROJlCMl 

Damascus to Aleppo. On his arrival there uth his 
horsemen, lie joined al-Malik al-Adil Nur ; -Din, 
who received him with honour and praisij his 
zeal, and they proceeded to take such measu^s for 
the defence of the provinces from the ma ce of 
the bands of infidelityand error as would kid to 
the general wellbeing—may God of His be mtv 
and goodness further the attainment of hese 
desires and hopes. 

A.H 553 

(2nd February, 1158, to 22nd January , 115.4} 

The first day of Muharram of this year was 
Monday [3rd February]. 

In the early days of this month a series of 
confirmatory reports were received from the 
quarter of the Franks (God forsake them) who 
were on campaign in Syria, relating to their 
blockade of the castle of Harim and their persist¬ 
ence in bombarding it with stones from mangonels, 
until its defences were weakened and it was 
captured by the sword. This success whetted 
their eagerness to dispatch raiding parties into 
the districts of Syria and to make free with their 
hands in devastations and ravages in its fortresses 
and villages, by reason of the dispersal of the 
armies of Islam and the dissensions which existed 
between them, owing to the distraction of al-Malik 
al-‘Adil with the throes of the illness which had 
befallen him. 

In Safar (began 4th March) the joyful news 
arrived by messenger of the departure of al-Malik 
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al-’Adil Nur al-Dln from Aleppo on his way to 
Damascus. The accursed infidels were engaged 
with unremitting cupidity in dispatching raiding 
parties upon the districts of Hawran and the 
Iqlinv in setting their hands to ravaging, wasting, 
burning and destroying in the villages, and in 
plundering, taking captive and enslaving. They 
advanced to Darayya and encamped there on 
Tuesday, the last day of Safar (ist April), burned 
down its dwellings and mosque, and spared no 
efforts to destroy it. A large number of the 
‘askaris and of the town-bands went out against 
them, desirous of seeking them out and making all 
speed to engage them and drive them off, but they 
were prevented from carrying out their resolve 
after they had approached the Franks. When the 
infidels (God forsake them) saw the amount of 
.military equipment which was in the field 2 
against them, they departed towards ai-Iqlxm at 
the end of the same day, The king Nur al-Din 
reached Damascus and took up residence in its 
citadel at dawn, on Monday, 6th First Rabi‘ 
(yth April), safe and sound, both himself and all 
Ms company. He was welcomed with great pomp, 
ceremony, and magnificence, and all the world 
rejoiced at his fortunate arrival, diligently giving 
thanks for his safety and recovery from sickness 
and praying for length of days to him and victory 
to. his standards. 'He Set about organizing the 

1 Iqllm rs a general term for district or 'province , bat it is uncertain 
which of the provinces of Damascus was called “ The Iqlnn " without 
qualification. The district which best tits the context is that along the 
JNa.hr al-A'waj (see above p. 298, n. 1), now called Iqlim Ballan. 

■< ' Yu Abu Sham a (R.H.C., IV, 4 7) 11 the large numbers who had come 
out.” 



troops and making ready equipment for the Holy 
War—may God strengthen him with His aid and 
grant the attainment of all liis aims. 

At the beginning of First Rabi' of this year, word 
arrived from Egypt of the emergence of a con¬ 
siderable contingent of its ‘askar to Gaza and 
Ascalon. They raided their districts, and those of 
the accursed Franks who were there came out 
against them. But God gave the Muslims victory 
over them by slaying and capture, so that none at 
them escaped save a few, and the Muslims took 
what they had seized as booty and returned safely 
and victorious. It was said that the commander of 
the Holy Warriors 1 on sea captured a number of 
vessels of the polytheists, laden with Franks ; an 
immense number of them were killed and taken 
prisoner, and he, having gained possession of riches, 
war material, and furnishings from them beyond 
computation, returned victorious and bootv-laden. 

On Sunday, 9th Second Rabf (nth May) al- 
Malik alr.‘ Adil Nur al-Din went out from Damascus 
to the Wooden Bridge with his victorious ‘askar, 
equipped with instruments of war, hastening to 
engage the polytheistic infidels. Prior to this, 
Asad al-Din, on his arrival with his company of 
Turkmen cavalry, had led them in a raid upon the 
districts of Sidon and its neighbourhood, and they 
had captured an excellent and abundant spoil. 
The Frankish horsemen and footsoldiers who were 
stationed there came out to engage them, but they 
laid an ambush for them and took them as spoil. 
Most of the Franks were killed and the remainder, 
including the son of the commander who was in 

1 Ghuzah, see above p. 2S3, n* 3. 
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charge of the castle of Harim, were captured.. The 
Muslims returned safely with the prisoners, the 
heads of the slain, and the booty, having suffered 
no casualties other than one horseman lost—r 
praise and thanks be to God therefor. 

Word arrived from the royal camp that the 
Franks (God forsake them) had assembled together 
and marched against the victorious 'askar, that the 
lord Nur al-Dxn had advanced with the 'askar 
forthwith, and battle was joined. It came about 
that the 'askar of Islam, owing to the failure of one 
of the commanders, gave-way and dispersed, but 
Nur al-Din stood fast in his place, facing the 
Franks with a small body of his bravest attendants 
and personal officers. They loosed arrows at them 
and slew a great number both of them and of their 
horses, until at length the Franks turned in flight, 
fearing lest an ambush had been laid by the Muslim 
cavalry and should come out upon them. Thus 
God (to Him be praise) deliveied Nur al-Dxn from 
their violence, by His aid and by his own great 
boldness, firmness of mind, and far-famed valour. 
He returned to his camp safely with his company 
and upbraided those who were the cause of his 
withdrawal, before the Franks, while the Frankish 
host dispersed to then own provinces. He wrote 
to the king of the Franks, 1 expressing his desire 
for a reconciliation and armistice, and urged him 
thereto, but after the passage to and fro of corres- 
poiidence between the two parties no agreement 
was reached between them. The victorious ‘askar 

1 This ia the more natural construction, but the words may also be 
reski as “ The King of the Franks wrote." Tn Aba Sham?t (p. 99) the 
language is explicit in the latter sense., 
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remained in the held for some time thereafter, 
until the wise judgment of Nur al-Din determined 
upon returning to his capital city, and he reached 
it on —— 1 * Sha ‘ban (began 28th August) of this 
year. 

On Tuesday, nth * Ramadan (7th October), the 
chamberlain Mahmud the muwallad 3 arrived from 
Egypt with the reply of its governor, al-Malik. 
al-Salih [TalaT b. Ruzzlk], to the letters which 
he had been charged to carry. 4 * * Accompanying him 
was one of the principal amirs of Egypt in the 
capacity of an envoy, bringing a gift of money for 
the royal treasury of Nur a.l-Din, together with 
Various Egyptian stuffs, and Arab horses. A 
detachment of the Franks (God forsake them) 
came to blows with them 8 on the roads which they 
were traversing, but God gave the Muslims the 
upper hand over them, so that none of them 
escaped save a very few. Following on this, news 
was received from the Egyptian ‘askar of its 
victory over a considerable body of Franks and 
Arabs, approximately four hundred horsemen or 
more, at al-'Arish, one of the watering-points 
[between Palestine and Egypt], when the Franks 
were overpowered by death, captivity, and des¬ 
poiling. This was a great victory and highly 
esteemed success—to God be given the praise and 
thanks therefor, 

1 lacuna in the text. 

* The text has aist, which conflicts both with the calendar and with 
other dates given by the writer ; of. also Ibn Mnyassar in R.H.C. y III, 
472 - 3 * 

1 " Son of slave parents," i.e.. descendant, of a Turkish ghulam. 

4 Reading tdhmnmalahu for iahammaln& (“we were charged") 

, (cl A.S., p. 102) 

* Read ilaihim (A.S. lahum) for al-muhimma 




A number of corroborative reports were received 
from Constantinople in Dhu’l-Hijja (began 24th 
December) of this year of the-emergence of the 
king of the Greeks therefrom with a great host and 
vast assembly in order to attack the cities and 
fortresses of Islam, his arrival at Muruj al-Dibaj 
and encampment there, the despatch of his 
squadrons to raid the districts of Antioch and the 
neighbouring provinces, and that a force of 
Turkmens had gained the victory over a company 
of them. This was after he had captured in the 
territories of [the son of] Leo, 1 king of the 
Armenians, a number of his castles and fortresses. 
When news of this reached al-Malik al-Adil Nur 
al-Dln, he set about writing to the governors of 
the cities and fortresses, informing them of the 
doings of the Greeks, and bidding them exercise 
vigilance and prepare to engage in the Holy War 
against them and inflict chastisement upon all of 
them who should fall into their hands. 

A.H. 554 

(zyd January, 1159, to 11 th January, 1x60) 

The first day of this year was Friday [23rd 
January], 

During the early days of Dhu’l-Hijja of the 
year 553 al-Malik al-Adil Nur al-Din had con¬ 
tracted" an illness, which increased its hold on him 
to such an extent that it sapped his strength, and 

1 Read win a ‘malt Ldu'ln (as in A.8., p. 103) ; or possibly some words 
have dropped out (e.g., mind ' l-a ‘mdli 'llati li'bni Leiwin), as the passage 
refers not to Leo, but to his sod. Thoros. 
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alarmist rumours were set on foot about him by 
those who were envious of his fortune, and by : : 
mischief-makers amongst the lower classes of his 
subjects. The civil population and local troops 
were, filled with dismay, and the dwellers m the 
frontier districts and lands were distressed, fearing, 
lest any evil should befall him, more especially m 
face of the reports of the movements of the Greeks 
and the news concerning the Franks (God forsake 
theml. When he became conscious of his own 
weakness, he gave instructions to his principal. 
officers, saving to them: “I have resolved to 
deliver an injunction to you concerning what has 
come into my mind, so do ye give heed and obedi¬ 
ence to it and abide by its conditions.” They said : 

“ We hear and obey thy command, and whatsoever, 
thou dost enjoin of thy judgement and thy decree, 
we do accept it and shall act in accordance 
therewith.” Then he said: I feai for the 

subjects and all the Muslims lest there should 
come after me ignorant, evildoing and oppressive 
governors. As for my brother Nusiut al-Din 
Miran, in view of what X know’ of hisyhaiaoter 
and evil deeds, I cannot consent to giving him 
authority over any of the affairs of the Muslims. 
Therefore my choice has fallen upon my brother 
the amir Qutb al-Din Mawdud, son of lniad 
al-Dln, go vernor of Mosul l , because of the 
intelligence, uprightness, piety, and true belief 
which appertain to him, to occupy my place 
after me and to fill the gap of my loss. Do ye 
then be obedient to his command after me and 


The text adds wakhcwamihi ( <r and his personal officers ). 
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hearken to his decree, and swear loyalty to him 
with sincerity of intention and heart and singleness 
of purpose and mind.” They replied: " Thy 

command shall we obey and thy decision shall we 
execute,” and swore binding oaths to act according 
to the provisions of his injunction and to execute 
its terms. He then dispatched his envoys to this 
brother of his to acquaint him with the condition 
of affairs, in order that he might be in readiness 
for it and prepared to carry out his part with 
speed. Thereafter God manifested his bounty upon 
him and upon all the Muslims by the beginning of 
his convalescence and the. in crease of strength in 
his mind and body ; he took his seat in the council- 
chamber to give audience 1 and receive salutations, 
and all men's hearts were rejoiced by this boon and 
their spirits strengthened by its renewal. 

Now the amir Majd al-Dm, the lieutenant in 
Aleppo; had placed patrols on the roads to guard 
travellers upon them, and the resident at Manbij 
seized a certain man, a porter from Damascus, 
known as I bn Maghzu, who had letters with him. 
He sent the man and the letters to Mujahid al-Din, 
the governor of Aleppo, who, when he learned their 
contents, ordered the bearer of them to be crucified, 
and at once.dispatched them to al-Malik al- f Adil 
Nur al-Din. ■ .When he received them, on Thursday, 
14th 2 Muharram of the new year (5th February), 
he found them to be from the intendant of iris 
diwariy the governor of the citadel , and one of his 
chamberlains to his brother Nusrat. al-Din Amir 
Mir an, lord of Harran, informing him that the 

1 Head Hd-dukk&U for al-madkhfilu. 

3 Literally “ in the second decade of. MuAarram.” 
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life of his brother al-Malik al-'Adil was despaired 
of, and urging him to come with all speed to 
Damascus in order that it might be given into his 
hands. On learning of this, Nur al-Din showed the 
letters to their writers, who acknowledged them, 
and were confined by his orders. There was a 
fourth in their party, but he Had had fears and 
fled two days before. Simultaneously, there 
arrived a letter from the lord of Qal 'at Ja ‘bar 
with information that Nusrat al-Dln had crossed, 
hastening towards Damascus, Nur al-Din there¬ 
upon dispatched Asad al-Dln with the victorious 
'askar to drive.him back and prevent his coming; 
subsequently word reached him of his return to 
his own. place on learning of the recovery of los 
brother al-Malik al-“A-dil, and Asad al-Dln re¬ 
turned to Damascus with the 'askar. 

The king's envoys arrived back from Mosul with 
the answer to the letters which they had been 
charged to carry to his brother Qutb al-Din. When 
they parted from him, he had already moved out 
with his 'askar to proceed to Damascus, but on 
leaving Mosul he received the news of the recovery 
of the king Nur al-Dm, and remaining where he 
was dispatched the wazir Jamal al-Din to investi¬ 
gate the situation. The wazir arrived at Damascus 
on Saturday, 8th Safar (28th February) in great 
pomp and state, and a great host went out. to meet 
him. ... He had a meeting with al-Malik al- 
'Adil Nur al-Din, and certain negotiations and 
agreements were made between them, which 
ended in the return of the wazir to whence he came 
after receiving due honour and consideration. Nur 
al-Din sent with him for his brother Qutb al-Din 
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and his household officers such a gratification as 
the existing circumstances required, and the wazlr 
isfahsallar Asad al Dln Shirkuh. and his household 

£■(/.? £chr gwith him ° n Sat " rday; isth 

• In the meantime there arrived an envoy from the 

dKlbrf fr °T hlS Cam P’ bearing a choice 

gift which he had sent to al-Maiik al-‘Adii con¬ 
sisting o. brocade and other fabrics, with a friendly 
.eriei, and mules . 1 A similar gift was made in 
^ f a ” f be set out on his way back in the lat ter 
days of Safer. It was related concerning the kine 
of the h ranks (God forsake him) that a reconcilia- 
t 1 ™ ^ nc } armistice had been established between 
him anci the king of the Greeks—may God turn 
the malice of each of them back into his own 
throat, and cause him to taste the requital for his 
treachery arid guile. 

Between the 10th and 20th of Safar also the 
chamberlain Mahmud al-Mustarshidi set out for 
Egypt uy company with the returning envoys 

'■ r i ail i safet y)’ bearing the replies 2 from 
ahilahk al- Adil to the letters which they had 

riffii U f em iTOm ai ‘ Mallk al -‘Adil ai-salih 

[ioii Kuzzik], its governor. 

Mev/s^ arrived from the neighbourhood of the 
king of the Greeks, of his determination to march 
against Antioch and to attack the Islamic for¬ 
tresses. Al-Malik air'Adil JNGr al-Din made haste 

them°nf th *° ° f , Syna in order to relieve 

them oi their fears from the malice of the Greeks 

for bf^hsi^mulef"). 0 ^ "***# '** (" action -” i.e., courteous gesture) 
Reading bijawabuti lor bifarayfUi. 
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and Franks (God forsake to), and set.out with 
the victorious ‘askar on Thursday, 5 th first 
Rabi' of this year. (26th March) towards Huns, 
Hamah, and Shaizar, with the intention of con¬ 
tinuing his march to Aleppo if 8 circumstances 

should demand it. . f 

On 1st First Tumada (21st May), a senes of 
joyful reports were corroborated from the vicrort- 
oi ‘askar of the king Nur al-Din m the terntones 
of Aleppo, to the effect that the amirs, comman¬ 
ders and governors of the provinces had arrived 
one after the other with vast, numbers and large 
forces to engage in the Holy War against the 
parties of the misguided infidels, both Greeks arid 
Franks, on account of their purpose to attack the 
territories of Islam and their covetous desire to 
possess themselves of them and make ravages in 
them and in order to defend these terntones from 
their malice and protect them against their guile, 
men God, in thepeatngs oj IBs 
His creatures and of His loving kindness and 
comoassion f or His cities, willed to infuse into the 
determination of the king Nur al-Din such sntemss 
of judgment and design, ability of management 
and decision, and purity of intention towards^ 
and singleness of mmd, m regard to the amustc 
and amicable arrangement establish ,d * ■ -r 
him and the king of the Greeks, as had, not 
reckoned upon nor imagined by any. ihus, bv 
the good judgment of the king of the Greeks and 
his knowledge of the evil results to which the 

a Reading *in for ’ila 'an. 
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effects of wars give rise and the difficulty of 
attaining the . hoped-for end, a formal agreement 
was reached on this matter in consolidation of 
peace, after the passage of envoys to and fro with 
proposals for terms of settlement. The request of 
the king of the Greeks for the liberation of the 
Frankish leaders detained in the confinement of 
the king Nur al-Din and their transference to his 
own camp was granted, and Nur al-Din dispatched 
them all to him, together with the [other] demands 
which he had made. The king of the Greeks 
recompensed this generous act with gifts rivalling 
those of the greatest and most powerful sovereigns : 
magnificent brocade robes of various lands and in 
large numbers, precious jewels, a brocade tent of 
great value, and a gratifying number of,local 
horses. 1 Thereafter, between the nth and adth of 
First Jumada 554, he departed from his camp with 
his army to return to his own land, having earned 
thanks and praise, and without injuring a single 
Muslim, and all hearts were restored to tranquillity 
and security after their distress, anxiety and fear. 

News arri ved after this that al-Malik al-'AdilNur 
al-Din had made a surpassing great banquet on 
Friday, 17th First Jumada (5th June) for his brother 
Qutb al-Din and his ‘askar, and for those com¬ 
manders and governors and their troops who had 
come with him to engage in the Holy War against 
the Greeks and the-Franks. An immense prepara¬ 
tion was made for it by the slaughter of horses, 
cattle, and sheep, and the provision of other 

J ctl-khuyul ai-mahalltya, but it would seem that mahalli in this 
instance has some technical meaning, other than '‘local" AS. 
(P* *°5) tends al-jabaliya, “mountain horses." 
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requirements, the like of which had never been 
seen, and which absorbed a large proportion of the 
taxes. 1 He also distributed a great number of 
Arab stallions, horses and mules, as well as a 
surpassing quantity of robes of honour, various 
kinds of brocade and other stuffs, and golden 
dishes. It was a great day of finery and pomp. 
It happened that a company of Turkmens from 
foreign parts, finding the troops off their guard in 
their'preoccupation with and participation in the 
banquet, made a raid upon the Banu Usama and 
other Arabs, and drove off their animals. When 
word of this arrived, a considerable detachment of 
the victorious 'askar was sent out in pursuit of 
them, and they overtook the Turkmens' and 
recovered from them all that they had seized, 
which was then restored to its owners. 

The king Nur al-Dui (may God exalt him) 
thereafter determined to proceed to the city of 
Harran, in order to besiege it and recover .it from 
his brother Nusrat al-Din, on account of the advan¬ 
tage which he saw to lie in this measure. He set 
out with the victorious ‘askar on ist Latter Jumada 
(19th June), and when he encamped before it and 
surrounded it, there took place a series of negotia¬ 
tions, proposals, resistances, and engagements, 
until at length it was agreed to grant an amnesty 
to those who were in it. The city was surrendered 
on Saturday, 23rd Latter Jumada (nth July), and 
its affairs were put in order, and benevolent .• 
consideration was shown towards its inhabitants. 


1 gam a .bijumlaiin kalnratin mina'l-ghcLramati ; gharumah here can 
hardly mean “ indemnity," and the phrase may perhaps be translated 

more generally 44 cost a great deal of expense. 1 ' 
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It was then delivered to the high amir and 
■isfahsallar Zain al-Din as a military fief, and its 
control and defence were entrusted to him. 


A.H. 555 

(i2lh January to 30 th December, 1160) 

The first day of this year was Tuesday [12th 
January]. 

On the eve of Friday,- 1 of Safar of this year 

died the amir Mujahid al-Dln Buzan b. Mamin, 
one of the principal amirs of the Kurds, and of high 
consideration in the kingdom (God’s mercy upon 
him), reputed for bravery, gallantry and liberality, 
assiduous in expending gifts and alms, handsome of 
face, and of a cheerful countenance when accosted. 
He was borne from his house at the Gardens 
Gate to the mosque for the. prayer, and thence to 
the College called by his name, where he was 
buried the same day. There was not one but wept 
for him and sorrowed at his loss, because of his 
generous actions and praiseworthy qualities. 4 

1 Date omitted, in the text ; Safar began on 11 th February. 

* Ibn ai-Qalanisi himself died on th© 7th of the following month, 
corresponding to 18 March, 1160. 
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NAMES OF. PERSONS, ETC. 1 

Index II 

NAMES OF PLACES 

Index III 

CONTEMPORARY WESTERN FORMS AND TRANSCRIP¬ 
TIONS OF NAMES OCCURRING IN THE DAMASCUS , 
CHRONICLE 

1 Jsfot.e on the pronunciation of Arabic names: 

' The golden rule in the pronunciation of Arabic names is to scan 
them by the rules of Latin verse; linger a little on every “ long “ 
syllable, i,e., syllables containing either a long vowel or a vowel followed 
by tv/o consonants, and pass lightly over the rest. By the English 
reader the consonants may be pronounced as in English, the vowels as 
in Italian (though a varies between the sounds in ' can/ ‘ dart’ and 
' palL -according to the consonants in its vicinity). 'The main stress 
never falls on the last syllable unless it contains a long vowel followed 
by a consonant or ends with two consonants ; otherwise it falls on the 
long syllable which is nearest to the end of the word ; if all the syllables 
(or all but the last) are short, it falls on the first syllable of che word. 
Examples (the accent sign ' preceding the stressed syllable):— ; 
Rud'w&n, Nurad'dln, Ba'la'bakk, Il'ghazT, Mara'qiya, Mu'ham mad, 
'Majdal, 'Bursuql, Ta'rabulus, 'Jabala. 
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NAMES OF PERSONS, ETC. 


Abaq b, Muhammad (MujJr ul- 
Din), 239, 295,299-300, 306-7, 
310, 312-3, 315-6, 318, 320-1 
al-Afdal Sh&hinsbah, 1.6, 45, 

47-8, 84, 86, 109-10, 120, 129, 
142, 144, 163-4, l6 5 
Abmadfl, 114-7 
Aigildi. See Tl-Aldl 
Aki% (Asad al-Dln}, 248, 264 
Alp "Arshin. b, Mahmud (Saljuqid), 
235 - 6 .. [272] 

Alp-Arslan b. Rudwan, 144-7, 

149 

Alt'lntash, 276, 279 
Axair-MIran b. ZankI (INfusrat 
al-dln), 330, 341-3, 350. 351-2, 
356 

Auar. See Mu r In al-Dln 
Armenians, 45, 69, 104, no, 131, 
155, 241,. 267, 270, 274, 349 ; 
(Shamslya) 247 

Asad al-Din, See AM z ; Shirkuh 
Aytagln al-Halabl, 64-5, 71 
Ayyub b. Sh&dhI (Jsfajm al-Dln), 
273 , 3 i° 


Badr al-Dawla (Ortuqid), 166, 
167-8 

Bahrlm (IsmS/Ili), .179-80, 187-90 
Bah .r&m-Shah b. Burl (Taj ai- 
Muluk), 235, 236 
Bafak (Ortuqid), 105, 162, 166, 
167-8, 168-9 

Baldwin 1, 51, 54, 55, 61, 75, 82, 
87, 89, 9°, 92, 99-101, 102, 
106, 106-8, 108-9, 113, 118, 
119-20,129, 130-1,132, 133-6, 
143, *47, 157 
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Baldwin II (‘'the Little”), 103, 
X33, 167, 169, 174, 182, 208 
Baldwin III [306, 322, 335, 336, 
„ 338. 347. 353] 

B&tinlya, 28, 57, 58, 72-3, 74, 115, 
t 45’6, 147-8, 163, 175, 177, 
179-S0, 187-95, 202-3, 263, 
„ 342 

Barwaj, 236, 241, 244, 246-7 
Bektash. See Irtish 
Bertram, 88~qo, 99, 102, 113, 118, 
„ T2 7 

Bertram ” the Infidel,” 228-9, 232 
[Bertram, son of] Alphonso, 280, 
287-8 

Boliemond, 49, 60-61, 66, 80, 

91-92 

Burl b. Tughtaglu (Taj al-Muluk), 
52, 53. 84-5, 95. 96-7 98, 
129, 143, 183-4, 186-209 

passim 

Pursuq b. Bursuq, 114-7 
al-Bursuql (Saif al-Din Aq-sunq.ur) 
I54~5. 156, 169-70, 172-3, 
177-8 

Busan b. Mamin (Mujahid al- 
Dln),, 280, 291, 294, 295, 313, 
357 

Caliphs, ‘Abbasid : (al-Musta2- 
hir), 94, in, 152 ; (al-Mustar- 
stud), 185-6, 204-5, 206, 235, 
253 ; (al-Muqtaff), 279, 288, 
299- 

Caliphs, Fatimid : (al-Amir), 129, 
l63“4. 165, 168, 171, 179 ; 
(al-Hafiz), 256, [280] 
de Cerdagne, 89 
Conrad ( ,r AlmSn ”), 280, 282 
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Ibn Ruzzik (al-Malik al-Salih), 
3^3. [33°]. 348, 353 
Ibn Salah, [233], 241 
Ibn al-Saliar, 314 
Ibn al-Sufl, Mufarrij, 194 
Ibn al-Sufi. al-Musaiyab. See 
Mu’aiyid al-Dln 
Ibn Sulaiha, 51-2 
Ibrahim b. Inal, 98 
Ibrahim b. Turghut, 245, 260-1 
il-Aldi (Aigildi), 99 , 263 
Il-Gbazl b. Ortuq, 25, 26, 30-1, 
45, 78, 80, 101, 103, 105, 
*49'5°> *57> 158-60, 162, 164, 
165, 166, 168, 179 
Imad al-Dln Atabek. See Zankl 
Inal, 26 

Irtfish b. Tutush, 63-5, 71, 77, 79 
Isma'Il (BatinI), 191, 194 . 
Ismail b. Burl (Shams al-Muluk), 
207, 2x1-232 passim 
tsma'ilis. See Batiniya 
Izz al-Mulk Aruishtagin* 120, 128 

Jamal al-Dln, See Muhammacl 
b. Burl 

Janah al-Dawla Husain, 24, 30, 
31. 4 2 < 5V55, 57 
Jandal, Banfl, 189-90, 224 
Jawall Saqfnva (CMQl! Saqaii), 
76-81, 83, 252 
Jildmisk, 60, 76-7 
Jose el in I, 78, 99, 215, 128, 133, 
135, 163, r66, 1.67, 169 

' ^74“5i 


fknishmandids, 50, 59, 215, 263, 
325 

Da’ud b, Sukman (Ortuqid), 168, 
227, 251 

Drfiz, 28, 37. See also ‘WadiT- 
Taim 

Dubais b. Sadaqa, 164, 204-5, 206 
DuqSq (Shams al-Muluk), 24, 
30-2, 42, 49, 52, 56, 57' 8 » 62 


Falchr al-Mulk. See Ibn 'Ammar 
Fakhr al-Muluk See Rudwan 
Fulk of Anjou, 208, [222], 243, 265 


Galeran, 166 

Gavras, Theodore, 162 

Genoese, 51, 87, 88, 90, roo 

Georgians, 164 

Gervasfc, 86-7 

Ghiyatb al-Dln I Muhammad 
(Saljuqid Sultan), 75-6, 82, 
85, 94-5, ioi, 110-2, 114, 116, 
127,' 132-3, 137, t 1 39 ], I 5 ^“ 3 , 
156 

Ghiyatb al-Dln II Mas'ud (Salju- 
qid Sultan), 235, [253, 279, 
299} - 

Godfrey, 5F 

Greeks, 43, 77, 80, 91-3, 99 , 

157, 21 5. 240-1, 244-5, 245-6, 
248-52, 253, 264, 281, 349, 
353-5 

Guillaume dc Bures, 198 

Gumushfcagm (Amin a.l-Dawla), 
256, 276 

Gumushtagin al-T&ji, 63, 68-9, 
96-8, 179, 205-6 


Josceliu II, 243, 250, 266, 

300 

Karbuqa, 42 

Khalaf b, Mula/ib, 19, 72-3 
Khir-Khan (Qirkh&n) b. Qar 5 ,ja. 

128, 149-50, 167, 2or, 237-8 
Khumartash, 91 
Khumartash, 237-8 
Khu tlugb. A bah, 182-3 
Kogh Basil, 131 

LuTu’, 144, 148-9, 155 

Mahmud b Bvni (Shihab al-Dln), 
178, 232, 235-6, 237-8, 242, 
244, 246-8, 252-3 


al-Haklm al-Muuajjim, 58, 145 
Humphrey, 335 


Ibn ‘ Ammar, ‘Ammar (Fakhr al- 
Mulk), 53, 55, 65, 66, 68, 83- 
86, 90, 02, 94, 95 
Ibn 'Ammh, Hasan, 1 B 
Ibn al-D 5 .ya (Majd al-Dln), 342, 
351 




Mahmud b. Qaraja, 169 
Maid al-Dln.. See Ibn al-DZLya 
al-Ma'mun b. ahBata’ihl, 168 
Mankiibars, 301-2 
Manuel Coranenus, 240-1 [245-6, 
248-52, 264] 

Mas'ud (Saif al-Dawla), 129,142-3. 

165 

Mas'ud b. Aq-sunqur al-Bursuqi, 
178, i8r-2 

Mas'ud b. Qilij-Arsi&ri I, 300, 301, 
3 2 4 . 

Mawdud b. AltCmtash, 83, 99, 
101-4, 114-9, 127-8, 132-3, 
134-42 

al-Mazdaqclni (Wazlr), 179-80, 
186-7, 188, 191-2 
Mu’aiyid al-Dln ibn al-Sufl, 295, 
3°6, 307, 3X2 

Mughith al-Din Mahmud (Salju- 
qid Sultan), 156 

Muhammad b. Burl (jainal al- 
Din Shauns al-Dawla), 212-4, 
254, 257- 8 

Mu'In a,l-Dln Unur, 236, 238, 242, 
247, 252, 255, 26*, 272-295 
passim 

Mujahid al-Din. See Buzan 
Munqidh, Bami. See Shaizar 

Naim al Din. See Ayyub 
Nur ah Pin Mahmud b. Zanki, 
272, 274-356' passim 
Nusrat al-Din. See Amir-M'Iran 

Ortnqids, 25-6, 168, and see 

U-GhSzJ, SukmSn, etc. 

Pons I, .133-4, 221-2 

Qaraja, 128 

QUij-Arslan'I Da’ud b. Sulaiman, 
4 1_ *< 5 °. 59 . 73 . 77 * 8 ° 
QUij-Atvslan II b. Mas'ud, 324-5, 
^ 3 2 7 , 338-9 

Qirlchjln.. See Khlr-Kh 5 n 
Qutb al-Dln Mawdud b. Zanki, 
. ~ 2 9 b, 350-1, 35 2 r 355 

Rabl'a, Banu, 130, [136], 196-8, 
204 


Raymond of Antioch# 292 
Raymond of Poitou, 241, [243]. 
245-6, 261, [264] 

Raymond of St. GiUes, 55, 60, 65, 

68 

Roger I, 132, 134, 159-60 
Rudwan (Fakhr al-Muluk), 2i, 
23-4, 30-2, 58, 69-70, 73, 

78-80, 105-6, 115, 127, 129, 
I3b *32, 137. x 44 
Rudwan b. al-Walakhslii, 256 

Sabawu, Ispahbad, 81-2 „ 

Sa'd al-Dawla al-QawamisI, 53-4 
Sadaqa b. Mazyad, 76, 82 
Safwat al-Mulk (mother of 
Duqaq), 24, 62, 64 
Safwat ai-Mulk Zumurrud (wife 
of Burl), 23D 2 32, 252, 253, 
254 

Saif al-Dawla. See Mas'ud and 

Sawar 

Salah al-Dln al-Yaghisiyanl, 242, 
272,273,293,340 
Sawar (Saif al-Dawla), 197, 215, 
222-3, 238-9, 2 44> 464, 

„ 2 7 2 - 274 

Sawinj b. Burt, 200-2, 205, 225 
Shams al-Dasvla. See Muham¬ 
mad b. Burl 

Shams al-KhawaSs Yaruqtash, 
102, 156 

'Shams al-Khilafa, toS-jo 
Shams al-Mulflk. See Duqaq. and 
Isma ‘11 b. Burl 

Shams al-Umara/ al-Khawass, 
200,236 

Sharaf al-Ma‘aiI b. ahAfdal, 58, 
70-T 

Shihab al-Dln. See Mahmud. 
Shlrkuh (Asad al-Din), 310, 31 8, 
33 2 > 334. 34B 343-4. 34b. 35-2. 
353 

Sirkh&C 301, 307, 310, 313 
Sukman b. Ortuq, 25, 30-2, 42, 
45. 50-1, 60, 66-8, 168 
Sukmkn al-Qutbi, 9b 101-5, U4* 6 

Taj al-Muluk. See Bahrain-Shah 
and Burl 
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Tancred, 5 r . 6o-t, *69-70, 73, 74, 
78, ''89, go, 99, X02, 105-6,114, 
u 8, 127, 131-2 

Timur tash b. tl-Gha^I (Hu^am 
al-Din), 157, 166, 227, 321 
Tughril b. Muhammad (Saljuqid), 
164 

Tughtagln, See Zabir al-Din 
Tutusli b. /yip-Arslan (Saljuqid), 
20-1 

Tntush b. Duqaq, 62, 65 
Venetians, 168 


Yaghi-siyS.iv 23, 30- 2, 35* 4^“4 
Yaruqtash (Shams al-Kkawass), 
102,156 

Yusuf b. Ffruz, 193*4, 211-2, 229, 

237“8 ' 


ZahTr al-DIn Atabek Tughtagin, 
24,27, 51, 56, 62-186 passim 
ZankI f'lmad ah Din Atabek), 24, 
183, 200-2, 205, 206, 227-273 
passim, 340 
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Adhana, 24x 
'Adhra’, 234, 260, 302 
Al&miya, 49, 72-3, 74, 118, 119, 
169, 288, 293, 3- 6 > 329, 338 
Aflis, 315 

'Ain al-Jarr„ See Majdal ‘Ainiar 
‘Ain Shuwaqa, 277 
‘Ain Zarba, 241 
Akhlat, 91 

Akka, 31, 61, 139, 207, 222, 226, 
282, 289, 308 
al-Akma, 88 
‘Aral, 72 
Alamut, i94r 202 
Aleppo (Halab), 16, 17, 21, 70, 
ixi> tx 5, 144-7, 148-9, 156, 
157, 159-60, 162, .165, x66, 
167-8.. 170, 172-3, 182-3, 

200-1, 245, 246, 249, 250-1, 
265-6, 272, 288-9, 290, 294, 
300, 317, 325, 376, 329, 338, 
339» 34°, 34 [ -4> 354- See' 
also Rudwan and Sawar 
Amid, 26, 79, 227, 263 
‘Ana, 269 
Antartus, 127, 3x2 
Antioch (AntsMya), 21, 23, 42-4, 
45-6* 50, 59, l©5» T 44, 

161, 195, 223, 24r, 244, 246, 
248, 252, 264, 265, 269, 291-4, 
3°°, 338, 34b 349, 353 


Aqsara, 325 

‘Araitna, 287 

al-'Arish, 348 

‘Arqa, 87-8, 89 

Arsuf, 51 

Artah, 43, 69-70 

Ascalon, 48 - 9 , 53, 55. 7 J > 

130, 263, 297, 299, 312, 314*5, 

316-7* 346 

Asliib, 264 

al- Atharib, 105, 166, 250-1, 256 
A'waj river, 298, 306, 3x6, 345 
'Azaz, A'zaz, 170, 300-1 
‘Azib, Pass of, 13a 

Ba'albek (Ba'labakk), 68, 96 8, 
106, 212, 214, 254-5, 2 5b, 261, 

265, 273, 297, an. 322, 33Q, 

'•32 

Baghdad. See Caliphs, ‘Abbasid 
and Gbiyath al-Din 
Bag bras, 42, 244 

Bairut, 54-5, 91, 99-100, 107, 216, 
308 

Baisan, 139 
Bait al-Abar, 318 
al-Baiat, 248 

Banyas, 120, 129, 134.. X71, 180, 
187, 190, 194, 195-6, 216-8, 
245, 253, 260-1, 297, 311, 
315-6, 328, 330, 333-5 
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. 43. 169 
Ba'rln,. 221-2, 242-3, 244, 252 
al~Batharaya, 72, 132 
al-Biist (Blrejik), 268 
al-Biqa', 93/ 106, 134, 154, 214, 
245, 256, 285, 307, 30S, 311 
Bosra, 7x, 130, 179, 276-8, 306, 
307.'3io* 312-3 
Bnluny2.s, 90 
Buraq, 197-8 

Buza'a, 163, 249-50, 251, 264 

Cyprus, 241 

Dflnlth al-Baqal, x6o 
BarayyS, 196, 257, 260, 305, 308, 
345 

Dawsar See Qal'at Ja bar 
Duina, 302 

Edessa. See al-Ruha 
Egypt, 15 6, 53, 55-6, 62, 70-1, 
100, 127, 129, 130, 168, 191, 
221, 253, 280, 314, 322, 323, 
3^7, 346. 348/353 • See also 
al Afdai and Caliphs, Fa timid 
Egyptian fleet, 58-9, 86, 87, 89, 
90-1, 99-100, 107, io8, 142-3, 
163, 307-8. 3x4, 316, 323, 340 

Fadhaya, 305 
al-Funaidiq, 165 

Gaza (Ghazza), 297, 312, 346 

al-Habis,, 121, 133 
al-HaclItha, 268-9 
Haifa, 31 
Hajira, 303 
Halfabaltaitt, 305 
Hamah, 116, tiq, 129, 134, 157, 
T69, 197, 200, 201, 2x8-20, 
236, 237, 238, 241, 245, 246, 
249, 272, 273, 326, 329, 330, 
338, 339. 34°. 354 
Harasta aJ-Tln, 260 
Ha rim, 325, 344, 347 
Ha,rran, 73-4, tot;, 105, 114, 168, 
343. 356-7 


Hawran, 74-5, 82, [113], 174, 
196-8, 226, 240, 260, 262, 
289-90, 291, 295, 296-7, 298, 
301, 302, 306, 306-7, 308, 
312-3, 345 

Hims, 31, 57-8, 116, 128, 134, 149, 
167, 201-2, 237-8, 242, 244, 
246, 249, 252, 288, 316, 320, 
330 , 338 , 339 i 34 °» 354 
Hisn [ibnj ‘Akkar, 93 
Hisn al-Akrad. 93, 99, 127 
Hisn al-Tfifan, 93 
Hizan, 264 
Hum'n, 334 


Imadtya, 264 
Inab, 292 

al-Iqlim (Iqlim Balldn ?), 345 
al-Iskandarlya (Alexandretta), 24 r 

Jabal ‘Amila, 133, 331 
Jabal'Awf, 74, 92, 113 
Jabala, 18, 51-2, 53, 86, 96, 339 
Jaffa, S6e Yafa 
Jerusalem, 16, 45, 47-8, 137, 139, 
282 

Jubail, 16, 60, 90. 339 


Kafr Tab, 47, 251, 326, 329, 338 
Karkar (? Qarqar), 167 
KawkabS., 308 
KhaiicI, Castle of, 301 
al-Khamisain, 305 
al-Khariba, 241 

Kha.rtba.rt (Kharput), 167, 169 


al-Labwa, 212-3 

al-L&dftiqiya (Laodicea), 60, 239 


Ma‘arra.t al-Nu'mfln, 25, 45, 46-7, 
06-7, 251 
al-Madan, 75, 260 
Majdal ‘Ainjar, 134, 245, 307 
al-Mallaha, 336 
ManSzil al-‘Asakir, 283, 298 
Manbij, 351 
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Maraqlya, 127 
Mar din, 26, 158, 166, 321 
Mar} al-Dibaj, -46, 349 
Marj R&hit, 262 

Marl al-Suffax, 17$, 262, 308, 318 
Marj Yabfts, 29b 
al-Massisa, 241, 246, [349] 

Masy2,f r Masyath, 93. 263 
Mayyafariqiii, 49. 79. 9 1 
al-Mizza, 283 

Mosul (al-Mawsil). 76-7, 80-1, 83, 
ior, 141, 268, 296, 350, 352. 
See also Mawdud and ZankI 
al-Munaitira, 93 

al-Muqawama; 223 

Nablus, 139 
al-N&irab, 302 
Naqira, 223 
ai-Na'nra, 250 
Nawaz, 222 

Nazareth. (al-Nasiriya), 226 
Nicaea, 43, 241 

Petra. See Transjordan 

Qadas. 134 

Qaisarlya (Caesarea), 51 

Qal‘at ja'bar, 17. 271, 273-4. 3 , 5 * 

Qara, 205 

al-Qasab, 318 

al-Qati'a, 309 

QinnasrJn, 223 

al-Quhwana, i 34'5 

al-Qusair, 234 

al-Rabvva, 287 

Rafanlya, 69, 93. i°2» ';*%&*. *34, 
150-1, 180, 222 

al-Rahba, 49, 5^, 7*. 7$, 77"9, 83, 
156,182,206,339 
al-Ramia, 47, 5 s 
Ha’s Ba'labakk, 212-3 
-lVs al-Ma' (Uawran), 306, 330 
al-Rastan, 58 
Rawly a, 303 

al-Rulia (Edessa), 50. 60, 73, 99, 
101-4, 105,127, 166,195, 33 3> 
266-8, 269, 270, 274-5 


Safltha, 12 7 
al-Saham, 302 
Saida. See Sidon 
SaicinayS., 224 ' 

Salamlya, 251, 339 
al-Saimabra, 134 . *. G 

Sarkhad, 98, 205, 230, 250, 276 8, 
301, 313 

Sartfi; 5°. 5i. X2 7~ 8 - If > 6 » 368 

al-Sawad. See Tiberias 
Shaizar, 18, 26, 37, 92, Q9, i*4> 
ii8-9, 132, 147-8, 220, 239, 
248, 251, 326, 329, 339. 34* * 
354 

Shaqlf Tirun, 224 
al-ShiVra, 227, 3 3 7“ 8 
Shaxkhfib, iy5> *77 
Sharmadfi,, 160 

ShuhuiS, Pass of, 177, l 3 34 j • 

Sidou, 87, 91. IOI, 107, 108, I2T-2, 

346 

SGr. See Tyre. 
al-Sur, 227 
al-Sawa.idXya, 100 

Tadmnr (Palnyyra), 178, 229, 237, 
238 

TaimS., 338 

Tarabulus (Tripolis), 18, 53. 55, 
60, 65, 68, 76, 83-4, 85, bo, 
88-91, 117. *34. *95> 

24T, 244> 287, 308 
Tarsus, 99 

Tell Bashir, 114 - 5 * 21 5, 3°°« 3°E 
3°9 

Tell Hamdun, 241 
al-Tham&mn, Castle of, 133, *34 
Tiberias (Tabariya)—tbwn. and 
district (Sawad), 72,, 74"5* 

86, 92, 113, 0 2 *]. !33.. 

[134-9], 174. f 6, 33^ 

Tibnin, 75, *33 (?) 

TiftTs, 164 
Tmnl's, 108, 322 
Transjordan, 17, 8t, 182 
Tyre (Sur), 75, 82, 91.. 107 109, 
119-26, 128-30. 142-3, 165-6,. 
170-2, 261, 282, 289, 308 

‘Uyfui (al-) Easariya, 302, 318 
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Wadi'l-Maqtal, 137 
'WacfiTMiyah, 95 
Wadi Musa. See Transj01-dan 
VVadiTTaim, 134, 189-90, 261 

Yafa (Jaffa), 51, 58, 137, 308 
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Ya'fur, 296 


al-Zabd§nl, 92, 306 
ZaradnS, 162, 215 
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CONTEMPORARY WESTERN FORMS AND 
TRANSCRIPTIONS OF NAMES OCCURRING 
IN THE DAMASCUS CHRONICLE 


Acre 

Acxianus 

Ainardus 

Antaradus - 

Apamea 

Archados 

Arch as 

Aregh 

Arethusa 

Arsuth 

Artasium 

Asa 

Baccar 

Belinus 

Bethsan 

Bezeugis 

Borseqamus 


* 41 . 1*3 

- Yaghl-Siyan 

- [Mu' In al- 

Din] Unur 

- Antartfis 

- AfSmiya 

| ‘Arqa 

- Harim 

- al-Rastan 

- Arsiii 

- Artah 

- ‘A z&z 

- al-Biqa‘ 

- Banyas 

- BaisSn 

- Bazwaj 

- al-Bursuqi 


Caesara - \ 

Csasarea Magna / 
Cassarea Philippi 
Calffa - 

Caleph • \ 

Calyptus - / 

Calogen bar ••• 
Caantla 
Capbarca 
Capharda 
Carram 
Carfcapeta - 
•Cassianns - 
Cavea do Tyfoil - 


: } 


Shaizar 

Banyas 

Haifa 

Aleppo 

Oar at Ja'bar 
Hinas 

Kafr Tdb 

Harran 
Khartbart 
y&gln-Siyan 
ShaqJf TliTm 


Gayphas 
Cerep(um) - 
Cceiesyria - 
Corbaga(th) 
Curfoaram - 
Cotebedlnus 

DoldequinuS 
Due hat 

Emesa, Emissa 
Emirfeirus 
Epiphania - 

Gaston - 
Gazi 
Gibelet 
Gi helium 
Ginaha doles 

Gratiairus - 

Halapia 
Hamtab 
Harenc 
Hasar(tii) 
Heliopolis - 


- Haifa 

- al-Ath&rib 

- al-BiqS/ 

j- Karbughft 

- Qutb al-Dfn 

- Tughtagin 

- Duqaq 

Films 

Ffruz 

Hamah 

Baghras 
Il-Ghdzl 
Jubail 
Jab ala 
janah. al~ 

Dawla 
YaghI Siyan 

Aleppo 
* A i ntab 
Harim 
4 Azaz 
Ba'albek 


Jaffa, Joppe - Yafa 


Lavcndalius 
Lichia - 


al-Afdal 

al-Ladhiqlya 
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^p|.. 

His 


. HaJedoctus - 
.•Mandolfus; ~ 

Mardsopbar 

Marra 

. Martyropolis 
Mcgedin 

Megeredin - 
Meleducac * 
Meleha 
, Meuduc 
■ Minruran 
' Mom bec.Ii - 
Moris Ferrandus 

Neapolis 
Neopolitana 
Negemedinus 
Mepa - 


Mavixliid 

Maraqlya 
Marj at- Suffar 
Ma'arrat 

al-Nu'man 
Mayyaf&riqln. 
Maid al-Din 
(Ibn a l-Daya) 
Mujlr at-Din 

al-MaHaha 
Maw d fid 
Amlr-Mlr5.n 
Mailbij 
Ba‘rln ‘ 


} Nablus 


Najui al-pfn 
Inab 


Pagrae - 
Paneas 
Firms - 
Portus 

S 


- Bagtaras 

- Banyas 

- Flruz 
al-Suwaidlya, 

w, Simeonis 
Pratilm Pa Hi or urn Marj al-DJbai 
Ptolemais - - ‘Akka 

Futhaha - - Buza'a 

Quaxtapiert - Khartbart 



Radoan, Rodoart Rudwan 
Ramola - - al-Ramla 

-R.epfcal.ia - - Rafaniya 

Roais - ■ al-RuM 


Safet - 
Sagitta 
Sanguinus 
Sard an iurn ■ 

S&rdcmas 
Sarmatan • 

Sariuit 
Scytliopolis • 

Selcath 
Siraconus - 
Sisara 

Soli man (in Gesia 
and Wm, of Tyre) Qilij Arslan l 
Soroges \ c ... 

Sororgia - } Saru i " , 

Sur • - - Tyro 


- safrtha 

- Sidon (SaidS.) 

- Zanki 

} Zaradna 

]• SharmaclS 

- Bais&n. 

- SarkJiad 

- Shlrkuh 
Shaizar 


Tafnis - 

Tam puis 

Tegeirnelueh 

Tortosa 

Tuldequinus 

Turbezel 

Va!.eni,a 

Zebar - 


21233 


} Tinnls 

- Taj al-Muluk 

- AntartQs ' 'L 

- Tughtagm D-T 

- Tell BSshir . p 

- Bulunyaa y;|| 

- Jubail 





